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1. Purpose of the Statement   

 
The purpose of this statement is to provide a framework to guide the collection 
development and management activities for Spanish. The statement supports the teaching, 
learning and research activities in the Spanish Programme in the School of Languages and 
Cultures within the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences. 
 
This statement is developed in accordance with the principles outlined in the Collection 
Development and Management Policy (CDMP). 
 

2. Description of the Academic Subject  

 
The Spanish programme offers courses in the Spanish language, Hispanic Studies, and 
Hispanic literature. 
 
Victoria University first began teaching in 100 level Spanish in the 1980s, and offered a major 
in Spanish for the first time in 2002. The Spanish Programme currently forms part of the 
School of Languages and Cultures. The Spanish programme offers instruction at all levels, 
from 100 level to PhD. There are currently six academic staff members teaching in the 
Spanish programme, plus one senior tutor (0.5FTE). 
 

3. Focus of the Subject  

 
The main focus of the Spanish programme is on Spanish language, Hispanic Studies, and 
Hispanic literature. For a complete list of courses, see the Spanish programme pages. 
 
The research interests of the staff are diverse, and revolve around the cultures and 
literatures of Spain and Latin America, as well as translation studies. 
 
Staff research profiles: 
 
Miguel Arnedo-Gómez 
 
Nicola Gilmour 
 
Carolina Miranda 

mailto:tony.quinn@vuw.ac.nz
http://library.victoria.ac.nz/library/about/policies/cdmp.pdf
http://library.victoria.ac.nz/library/about/policies/cdmp.pdf
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/slc/study/subjectsoffered/span
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/slc/about/staff/miguel-arnedo-gomez
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/slc/about/staff/nicola-gilmour
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/slc/about/staff/carolina-miranda
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Ross Woods 
 
Sarah Leggott 
 
Victoria Ríos Castaño 
 
Postgraduate research topics are varied. Current thesis topics include: 
 

 The politics of memory in contemporary Spain 

 The novel in Franco's Spain 

 Translations into Spanish of stories by various New Zealand writers such as Witi 
Ihimaera and Patricia Grace 

 

4. Overview of the Current Collection  

 

Strengths of the collection: the collection has been growing steadily and has 
become more comprehensive. There is quite good breadth with a range of different subjects 
covered by the collection including history, politics, anthropology, etc. The Spanish collection 
in the Library has also been enhanced by donations from the Embassy of Mexico. 
 

Weaknesses of the collection: the collection is still not particularly strong overall. It 
lacks some essential works of literature and criticism. To redress this, collection building will 
focus on more contemporary materials to reflect courses taught and staff research interests. 
 

Databases: There are no specialist databases subscribed to for the Spanish programme. 
Use is made of existing databases, as appropriate (for example, the MLA International 
Bibliography database). 
 

Journals: There are a small number of journals currently subscribed to for the Spanish 
programme. However, the Spanish programme has benefited from the number of Hispanic 
Studies e-journals that form part of the library’s full-text database subscriptions. 
 

AV material: There is a small amount of AV material collected, mainly in the form of 
movies. As most movies are foreign language titles / non NZ commercial release titles, rating 
costs are an important consideration. These movies are generally held in the Language 
Learning Centre (LLC). The LLC also holds a collection of other audiovisual material for 
language learning, including tapes, CDs, and DVDs. 
 

Books: There are almost 3,000 titles in the Spanish language in the Library. In both Spanish 
and English, there are approximately 350 titles in the PC4001-PC4977 (Spanish language) 
callmark range, and approximately 2,300 titles in the PQ6001-PQ8560 (Spanish and Latin 
American literature) callmark range. These are the two most significant collections for the 
Spanish programme in the library. The Library also provides access to approximately 2,000 e-
books on Spanish and Latin American related topics. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.victoria.ac.nz/slc/about/staff/ross-woods
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/slc/about/staff/sarah-leggott
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/slc/about/staff/victoria-rioscastano
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5. Collection Development Guidelines 

 
Section 4.3 and 4.5.2 in the CDMP. 
 

LC Callmark Range Subject Area Current Collection 
Level 

Future Collecting 
Level 

DP1-DP402 Spanish history and 
society 

Basic 
 

Study 

F1201-F3799 Latin American history 
and society 

Basic Study 

PC4001-PC4977 Spanish language Study Study 

PQ6001-PQ8560 Spanish and Latin 
American literature 

Basic Research 

 

5.1 Languages Collected  

Material is collected in both English and Spanish. 
 

5.2 Geographical Areas Collected  

The particular geographical area of interest is Spain and Spanish-speaking Latin America. In 
addition, New Zealand material where it relates to these areas is also of interest. 
 

5.3 Chronological Periods Collected  

Contemporary Spanish and Latin American society, and 18th to 20th century Hispanic 
literature. 
 

5.4 Format Guidelines 

Section 4.1(e) and 4.3.2 in the CDMP. 
 
Electronic journals are preferred, with print journals only required if electronic access is 
unavailable. The purchase of eBooks will be negotiated with academics on a case-by-case 
basis. 
 

6. Life-Cycle Management Guidelines 

Section 4.4.1 in the CDMP. 
 
Wherever possible, the potential life-cycle of new materials will be considered at the point 
of acquisition and accessible notes made as to any continuing historical or research value. 
 

6.1 Relegation Statement 

Section 4.1(b) in the CDMP. 
 
Books: Items which have not been issued within the last 10 years will be relegated to offsite 
storage, after consultation with academic staff. 
 

http://library.victoria.ac.nz/library/about/policies/cdmp.pdf#page=4
http://library.victoria.ac.nz/library/about/policies/cdmp.pdf#page=6
http://library.victoria.ac.nz/library/about/policies/cdmp.pdf#page=3
http://library.victoria.ac.nz/library/about/policies/cdmp.pdf#page=5
http://library.victoria.ac.nz/library/about/policies/cdmp.pdf#page=5
http://library.victoria.ac.nz/library/about/policies/cdmp.pdf#page=3
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Journals: For currently subscribed print journals, pre-1970 issues will be relegated to offsite 
storage. 
 

6.2 Deselection Statement 

Section 4.4.3 in the CDMP. 
 
Books: Grammars and dictionaries more than 30 years old, as well as superseded editions 
and duplicate titles, may be considered for deselection. Deselection will take place in close 
consultation with Spanish Programme staff. 
 
Journals: Any print issues of journals for which we have perpetual e-access can be 
deselected. 
 

Links to other relevant Subject Level Collection Statements 

 History 

 Politics and International Relations 

http://library.victoria.ac.nz/library/about/policies/cdmp.pdf#page=6
http://library.victoria.ac.nz/files/slcs/2014_History.pdf
http://library.victoria.ac.nz/files/slcs/2014_Politics_and_International_Relations.pdf

