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g All Publio. Notifications. which-appear in this Gdsefie; with any Official

Signatune, thereunto annazed, ave- 5 be considered as Oficial Communications. mide

to-those: Porsons to whom -thiey miay ‘relate; and. are:to be
s " By, His Excellency’s Command,

g 00
relating thereto) which have

. His Exctllency to the ngiél:a;ii'é{@mﬁﬁ:

and the House of Representatives. ° -

By His Excellency’s comawmad,:
: . ANDREW SINOLKINR, -

Colonial Secretary.

, ‘Messagg—~No, 24.
The Qfficer admipistering the Governient,

considezs it his duty  to apprise -the Hopse. of
‘that. in .consequence of the
resignation of their seats in the Executive Coup-,

Representatives,

cil, by M. Fitzgerald, Mr. Weld, Mr.
Sewell, and Mr. Bartley, he is . prepasing a

Message to the House, which will fully explain,
to them his views and wishés, with regard to.

the relations of the Executive _towards the two
Houses of the Legislature, duting his tempo-

rary administration of the Government, ~ H&
" & gprfident hope, that the Message in
question Wwill e ready for, delivery & the day

after tomorrow, not later than two o'clock in
the afternoon, :

(Signed) R. H. WYNYARD.

Government House, Auckland,-
3rd August, 1854,

e e et

HIS’ Excellency the Officer admiﬁi&ié?iﬁg;;

4 Houses.of the. L

" .ANDREW SINOLATR, Colonial Secretarg..

L T G ¥

Vor. 11] :At;c;‘xlt,ANﬁ;wsg@spm;;Ag(;‘us;i" 9, 1854, [No. 19

T Mmssos e
© The Dfficer. Administerisig ‘the -Govern«

‘ment; with, reference. to:;the -Tesignation’ of
their seats in the ‘Executive Council: hy:Mr.
Fiszgerald, Mr. Weld, Mr. Sewell, and Mr. .
| Bartley, aodin compliance with:the promise
s Momage of, theisday belere yes-
terday, §roceeds  to. explain-to.ithe iHolpeof -
‘Representatives, as, fully as- the time - will -al~
low, his views and wishes with regard to the
‘|relations, of ﬁle;:E&equ;ixe' towards the two:
egislatwre . during his acci--
administration - of the

‘dental and - tempotrary
Government,

He “rusts that the House not less con=

| seious than himself of {the grave:importance

| of the present. crisis in  the. affeirs of the-co~

lony, will give to-the w oje suhjectthe same -
il and eliberato. consideration ss-he bas
-himself bestowed upen it. )

“He begs of the House to revert to-thepo~
sition in which ne was placed when His Ex~
cellency the Governor departed - from .the
colony. , . ,

Th); very title of the office which then de-
volved upon him, shows that the only duties
which it was abselutely inenmbent on ‘him to
perform, were thase-of administering: the Go-

vernment for b“"eﬂpegi,o'd;; ‘that is, enlyfor

the purpose of maintaining :the:oudinary rou- ;
tine of public business- until he should be re«

lieved by the arrival of a regularly appointed
Governor, not owing his authority to the ac-
cident of his being the Senior Officer in com=
| mand of the troops, but. obtaining it-from the

deliberate confidence of-her Majesty
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But the Officer administering the Govern-
ment did not confine himself within the safe
and easy limits of attending only to esta-
blished routine, Impressed with a belief that
the colony both needed and. desired legisla-
tion without delay by the General Assembly,
he took upon himself, contrary to general
usage as respects the functions” of mere ad-
ministrators of colonial governments, to
convene the Parliament of the colony. For
having spontaneously incurred. this unusual
Tesponsibility,  the House of Repre-
sentatives saw  fit to convey . to-- him
an expression of their thanks in the fol-.
lowing words :—« Entirely appreciating the
difficulty of your Excellency’s position, and
the responsibility of initiating a course of po-
liéy during your temporary administration of
the Government, we desire to record our
deep and lasting sense of the great benefit
which your Excellency has conferred on the
colony by convening the General Assembly at
the earliest possihle period afier it became
Yyour dut;y to assume.the Government of New
Zealand.” ‘ o
This was said in answer to the speech
by the head of the Government where-
by the session was opened ; and it
therefore indicates, by - the complimentary
allusion to the ‘nitiation of a policy by him,
thit Ministerial Responsibility was not at that
moment in the contemplation of the "House,
Presently afterwards, however, and very
suddenly, that question became so prominent
as to_exclude every other subject from the
consideration of the House. = This question
inivolves principles. which, when viewed as
practically‘lapplicable to this Colony, were
entirely new to the Officer. administering the'
overnment, as, down to a time not long pre--
ceding the convention of the Assembly, those
principles had been to the thoughts of the co-
lonists, with the exce tion of a very few of
the most active"politicaF :
ever, that question was brought before hinr
~in & practical form), and by means of proceed-
ings in the House which could .ot but coms:
mand his most serious attention, he examined
it with careé ;" and, becomirig satisfied” that g
concession of the principle was both desirable
in itself on general grounds, and hecessary in
order to preserve harmony between the organ
of the Crown and the Representatives of the
people, he resolved to comply with the wishes
of . the House, But that resolution on hig
part was limited by the conditjon that, when'
tully admitting the principle, he should give
immediate effect to it s8 far only as he could
do. so constitutionally, On an examination
of the Constitution ~Act with this especial
view, it became manifest, in the first place,
that the Act of the Imperial Parliament makes
no specific provision for Ministerial Respon-
sibility in the exercise of the Governor’s func.
tions ; and, secondly, that it does contain g
provision whereby the same validity is given
to certain existing Royal Instructions ag if
they had been part of the Act itself. Through-
out-the discussions on this subject, whether
in the Houses of the Legislature or in the

minds. - When, how. }

Executive Council, the constitutional force
of these Royal Insiructions has been taken
for granted by everybody, The Officer ad-
ministering the Government was led to
believe that those Instructions absolutely
preclude him from establishing Ministerial
Responsibility in a complete form, and, in
particular, by forbidding him to disturb any
tenure of office derived from her Majesty’s
Sign Manual, until he shall receive from her
Majesty express direction or permission to set
aside appointments made by Herself. Ac-
‘cordingly, When the Officer administering the
Government held communication with gen-
tlemen supposed to enjoy the confidence of
the House, with a view to the introduction
into the Executive Council of some members
of the House of Representatives, he made
them fully and distinetly acquainted with his

‘opinion as to the limits of his power with re-

gard to actual holders, In that opinion
he supposed those gentlemen to concur with-
out qualification or reserve ; and, on the basis
of that opinion, Ministerial arrangements were
made, which are described by the correspon-
dence that took place at the time, a copy of
Wwhich, numbered 4 and 5, is appended to this
Message. Those documents were laid before
the House of Representatives, who, after
ample discussion of the new Ministerial ar-

rangements, expressed to.the Otficer adminis-

tering the Government, by a formal address
(No. 6 in the appendix) tf\,e high satisfaction
and. deep sense of obligation towards him
with which they regarded his prompt and un~

reserved compliance with their .desire that .

Ministerial Responsibility in the conduct of
Legislative atid Executive proceedings by the

Governor stiould be establ{shed without delay. .

The practical limits of the concession of the
prineiple were as cordially accepted by the
House as by the new Ministers themselves.
This arrangément, completed on the 14th
of June, appeared to give uriversal satisfac-
tion, until, 'on or about the 29th June, the
Ministers asked the Officer administering the
Government to exceed that arrangement, by
adding to the Executive Council a mem-
ber of the Legislative Countcil, who might
thus represent the Government in the lafter
body. ' In order to facilitate the transaction
of Legislative business, the Officer adminis-
tering the Government instantly com-
plied with this request; and in doing so he
exceeded the original Ministerial arrange-
ment, by giving to the new advisers of the
Governor a majority in the Executive
Council, " :

" Again, when Mr., Bell, the member ‘of _th'e
Executive Council who had been so appoint-
ed, was ' called away by domestic cirCurr}-
stances immediately after having appeared in
the Legislative Council as a responsible ad-

viser of the Crown, the Officer administering

the Government instantly and cheerfully as-’
sented to the appointment of Mr. Bartley as
a member both of the Executive and of the
Legislative Councils.

So far as the Officer administering the Go-
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vernment was ever- informed, these arrange-:
ments were satisfactory, and -effectual for the ]
purposes with which they were made; until
about the beginning of last week, when obser-
vations were orally addressed to him by some
,of the new members of the Executive.Council;
which implied that they were discontented
with their actual position, and desirous .of
some change in the direction of that com-
plete Responsible Government, which exists
when all the members of the Executive

ters and the head of the Government, had iri«
duced that gentleman to:tender the uncon«
ditional resignation of his office even before the
‘promised pension was. secured to him by law..
In 5o far, the state of mattérs. on the.2ad of -
August was considerably- improved. in com :
‘parison  with the drrangements made -eight
weeks before: a step in advance towsrds.the
.complete establishment of Responsible Go-
vernment was actually taken : the office of
 Colonial Secretary was laid open to be

Council helong 1o one party and ar ble
to remoyal .on pagty grounds.. But. '
not until Saturday last,’ the 20th Jul
any ‘precise intimation of the new desire of
Mr. Fitagerald and his colleagues was con-
veyed to the Officer administering . the Go-
vernment.  On that day they were requested
to state their wishes precisely in writing;
On Tuesday, the 1st of August, they sent to
him the Memorandum (which not being dated.
is marked A), which calls upon him to estab-
lish Responsible Government in the most.
complete form, and instantly, or to expect.
that the four gentlemen by whom thie. Me
motandum is signed, will’ immediately re-
sign their seats in the Executive Council.
That document, he must confess, caused hi

surprise as well as much regret. Though
the Ministerial - arfan ements ‘of ‘the
14th of June . hed ‘then lasted ‘abaut.
e%ht‘ weeks, he had ‘never -6ll abbat. B Wepk
before, and never at all in any precise maaner,
been infornied that there existed - any such
difficulties'and troubles-as those deseribed in
the memorandum ; and least of all was he con-

8 0) L Vi 8.

opt”thrat "Tast” réSouice of a_represcatative
hody when wronged by the - Executive—that
of stopping she supplies. ~He alludes with re-
lugtance to these alarming, not to say threat»
ening, passages in the memorandum, lest the
House should imagine that they ‘may in some
degree have biassed his mind towards the con~
clysion that he ought not to comply with the’
call made upon him. 'He assures the House
that they haye had no such influence, but that
he refised (by his memorandum of the 1st of
August) to coriply with that call, influenged
solely by ghe consideration that his du ty.asthe,
Adminjstrator of a Government  which_has.
written Constitutional rules for its guidance,
forbade him -on Wednesday last, as it had |
forbidden him nine weeks before, to think of
dismissing, without Her Majesty’s cogsent, any
officer holding his appointment directly from
Her Majesty. The case of the Colonial Secs
retary differed from that of the other officers,
inasmuch 23" that gentleman did not . hold his
appointment directly -, from’ Her - 'Majomy ;:
wherefore the aiministrator of tHe Govern-
ment, beingsrost anxious to make every con-
cession to the new Mijnisters which he could
feel was not- inconsistent with his sense. of
right, was much pleased to find that a desirs
on the part of Dt. Sintlair to aid in averting
any serious difference between the "REW ‘minis-:

lida

filled by a Member of .either . Legislative
tse..  Nor..was this.ithe: suly  concession

-

| made “to# Mr. Fitigerald .-and - his col-

leagues. ' They were . informed, that the
-Attorney-General intended and was ready to
despatch to England: the resignation:of his
office. The Officer administering-the Govern g
-ment trusts that the House: wall.mark these .
cfacts; ‘In all other:respects matters were' in -
‘the same ‘state when .M : Fitzgerald and his

:colleagues - resigned their . appointments, ag °
_whe?gt,hey accgepted- them: knowing. exactly

the constitutional position-and.personal - senti-

'ments of the Officer administering the Govern- .
ment.. Daring the long interval they enjoyed
‘his ‘unlimited . confidence,.and ‘never. ffered to
|him a suggestion which. he ‘did not readily
aceept. N%;mm:du:ing .Ahat duterval, did he
everthink .of .exercising, ‘his: agthority inde-: .
peudently of their sdvice... Tn-all respects, he
faithfully adhered to the ori, ina] arrangement ;
and now, when they depart rom’it:by. suddinly
-asking him to set it at aought; he hras: but :one
reply to make—that his sense of duty .and .

. y 1 all we {-honor ahsolutely forbids him to comply .with .
- scious that, ag is stated in the. memoranduy, e 4 ) Py

the . request. . He feels ‘that he ‘should be
"hesitated to state to them in the plainest terms
the ‘settled conviotion of his mind, that by
yielding at o1l on.the point of Huty, be should - .
deserve the-censure of Her Majésty, and should
-incur.the disapprohation - of: th
- New :Zealand, . for:: having degraded the .
-office, the honor.of which has been accidentally
-entrusted to hisTcare, : : .
. At thesame time; -be is very desirous that .
his difference with. the late: members of ‘the . .
-Executive Counsil should. not. grow into a dif-
ference with the House.".:He theefore requests
the. atiention of the House ‘to certain facts -
-Which seem' to him to have . an important .
bearing on the question which the House will
have to determine.. He begs of them to observe.

that the Executive Government Bill, the .
passage of which into law was, by the original
ministerial - arrangement,. avnounced to the.
House on the 15th June, +nade 4 condition of .
the. retirement -of .the :Attorney=-Genéral and ...
Colonial Treasurer when Her Majesty's assent : .
-thereto should  be obtained; hds not passed, in.
the House of Representatives, beyond the
stage of being read a second time ; “and.that,
from the date of that proceeding——namely the
27th June, the measure appears to have res
mained ina state of abeyance and oblivion. The
memorandum of Mr, " Fitegersld 'and  his

, colleagues, of the 1st A ugust, speaks of a “fors ‘

16" colonists ' of -
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midablg opposition”. which they. encountered
in the Houses of . the Legislature, and which
threatened to put .a stop to the public
business. . This ..fact - .was first -brought:. to
the knpwledge of the Officer administering the
Goyernment. by the Memorandum in question.
Till he read: that document, he had been led
to . believe that the Ministers. were. steadily.

supported in the House of Representatives:by
lirge . majorities ;.and though he was: aware|
 within the knowledge of the Officer Adminis-
tering the Government, will, he trusts, satisfy

that their proposal$ were:sometimes criticized
and opposed by small minorities, he imagined
that such opposition -axose, from the natural
working of representative institutions,*and was
not merely barmless, but serviceable asthe
means of subjecting important legislative mea--
sures to scrutiny by the elected guardians of the
public interests. - With respeet. to. the Legisla~
tive. Couneil, he has been assured not only
that it has exhibited no orgauized opposition. to

the ‘measures proposed by the Government,’

but that, on the contrary, a member of the
Gavernment in the House of Representatives,
speaking in that; House, recently thanked:the
Legislative Council for having improved some
measures. sent to them: by-the. Representative.
House, and expressed his hope that they. would
continue. to afford such, valuable. assistance in:
the work.of legislation.

that he was. never by anybody told of any

formidable. opposition to the Government; in.ei<.

ther . House of the Legislature, and that he-is
still at a loss.to understand the statement; with.

regard to such oppositian, inthe memoraadum|
of . Mr. ‘Fitzgerald :and -his: colleagues. Her|

was also. totally unconscious that the House of
Representatives had exhibited any disposition,

still less a general determination, not- to.grant
the supplies. necessary. for .. carrying -on the f

service.of . the - Gifvérnment,. unless 'he should

consent .to a total ‘departure-from. the: Minis+:{

terial ,arrangements for: which the House :had
expressed to him its warmest-thanks,  Atany
rate,. these: fagts were suddenly.communicated
to him, and so much in the form of .pressure
upon his: judgment that-he could not be blind
to a sudden change of mind on.the part of the’
authors.of the memorandum. -He could: not’
doubt that, for reasons of.which ‘he wag.him=-
self unconscious, they had repented of .their:
consent .to the original ministerial arrange~
ment, and that they - were insisting, and
with something like a threat of deplo-
rable. consequences if  he refused; on
obtaining far .more than the agreement -into
which they had deliberately entered with him.
Nor.could.he fail to be struck with the manner
in which the resignations of those gentlemen
were piesented to him. It was seitled on
Tuesday the 1st August, that the final consi-

.deratiorr of the difference between them and:

him _shonld take .place at a meeting of the
Executive Council at 3 o’clock on Wednesday
the 2nd. But before noon on that day, Mr.
Sewell’s resignation was delivered, and it was
followed, after an interval, but before 8 o’clock,
by those of Mr, Weld and Mr, Bartley. At

The Officer Admin--
istering the Goverament assures the House:

the appointed meeting for three o’clock, Mr.
Fitzgerald alone attended ; and it was only
when the Officer administering the Government
‘declared that his opinion was unchanged,
thereby shewing that the successive resignations
of Mr.-Sewell, Mr, Weld, and Mr. Bartley,
had net - affected his judgment, that
Mr. Fitzgerald then and. there wrote and
presented his own resignation. ~

‘The above statementof facts, which are’

the Housé, that it is not their duty to sustain
the late. Ministers in their difference with him,

L deep regret if their natural feelings of disap-
‘pointment at the present stoppage of the busi-
.ness of the-Session, and- at the present down-
fall of such ministerial responsibility as he can.
.consent to, should induce them to view his
:conduct in an unfavourable- light. In the
first place, he cannot conceal from himself

eally predicted, or, at any rate, events which
scarcely be averted; whilst' unquestionably

| must ensue béfore the colony could reap the
benefits of legislation' by itsGeneral Assembly.
Secondly; though this, he acknowledges, is’
‘quite a minor consideration, and one which

disappointment of the pride and pleasure, which
he-Has - felt in" supposing that the successful
initiation, at ‘least, of Responsible Govern-
ment would take place during his tenure of

LZealand, ¢

He earnestly ‘implores the -House to weigh
with calmness’ and' circumspection the ques-
tion which this-Message submits to them ; and
he'relies with confidence on their being de-
sirous “of at least sttempting to get through
the Session beneficially for thie Colony, by the
aid of that amount of Ministerial responsibi«
lity, more than which it is not at present in
his power to aid in es'ablishing, and which,
by their Address to him of the Z1#t June,
they declared to be satisfactory under the cir-
cumstances. And he hereby engages to take
into his.most serions and favourable consider«
ation any suggestion having that object :in
view, which#hey may please to present to him,
either by Address, or through a Member of the
House enjoying his confidence.

He suggests that, at any rate, the House
should pass a measure for the complete estab-
lishment of Responsible Government, similar
Lin principle to those which are known to have
been framed by the legislatures of Jathaica, and
one or [two of the Australian Colonies. Such
an Act, it is scarcely necessary for him to add,
must of course be reserved for Her Majesty’s
assent according to the provisions of the Con-
stitation Act.

-

| For two reasons in_‘particular, he should feel ’

|'that, if the House should deliberately adopt -
‘the: Memorandum of the 1st-of August, the
.unhappy events which are therein hypotheti- -
it is equally painful to ‘contemplate, could .

| the Session would be lost, ‘and long delays.

he is not entitled to press on to the notice of
the - House, he should  himself incur a-severe

office -as Her Majesty’s representative in New

P
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The Officer administering the Government
cantiot but express his persuasion; that, uader
any cifcumstances, the House will be indis-

posed to separate without adding some tseful
measures to the very small amount of le-,
gislation which has as yet been accomplished ;-
without making some provision for the appro-
priation of the public revenues between the
General - and .the Provincial Govemments 5
or swithout' settlinig;" though’ in' an xmperfect'
mantié?, and for but temporary purposes, other
questions-of a very urgent character,

In order that the House may have before:
them at one view all the documents which/
relate to the subject of this Message, they will
be appended to it in the order of their dates,

In communicating with the House by Mes-:
sage on thesubject of a ministerial crisjs, the
Officer administering the Government has been
guided by numerous precedents, and more es-
pecially by the example of the late Ldrd
Metcalfe ; who, as Governor of: Canada in
1843, upon the resignation of a Minisiry,
conducted all communications between him-
self and the House of Assembly on the subject,
b means of original Messages from himself,

Messages in-answer to Addresses fromh
House; -Copies-of the voluminous documiénts’
ion are now.in the hiands of the Officer
ring théMgovernment,
1y, the Officer Administering the Go-
vernment declares to the House his unaltered
adherence to the principle of Responsible Go-
verng#hit; and he once more, assures them . of,
his most earnest hope that the limited practical
application of that principle, which, from’ first
to last, he has asserted his inability to exceed,
may not berejected by them. He therefore
again expresses his trust that the House may
see fit to abstain from coming hastily to any
conclusion on the subject of this Message*, but
may, on the contrary, bestow upon it the calm
and patient consideration which it has received
from himself,

R. H. WYNYARD,
-Officer Admipistering the Government,
Government House, Auckland,
August 5th, 1854.

ArpexpIx.
No. 1.

To His Excellency the Officer administering the Government
Of _the Islands of New Zealand.

May it please your Excellency,—

We, the House of Representatives of New Zealind, in
Parliament assembled, desire to express to your Excellency oy
gratefol ‘thanks fof he Address with which your Excelléricy
hae been pleased: to‘inangurate the opening of the fitst Geneni
Assembly of Neéw Zeatands -

We cordially unite’ in the: language of congratiilation with
which your Excellency has been pleased to refer to the pross
perity which pervades all parts of this Colony; and we desire
to add our own testimony, derived from personal acquaintance
with the various Provinces, to the justice of your Excellency’s
expressions, We entertain the strongest convictions that under
the liberal institivlons Whiteh: Nhve'been bestowed on this Colo-
ny by the English Parliament, that prosperity will be fostered
and extended.

Entirely appreciating the difficulty of your Excelléncy’s posi-
tion, and the responsibility of initiating a course of policy,
during your temporary -administration of the Goverhment,
we desire to record our deep and lasting sense of the great
benefic which your Excellency has conferred on the Colony by

We feel that it would be premntute at so early a penod of
the ‘Session, to enter upmt all tha various subjects to which
‘your Excellency -has been y d to-direct our attention ;-but
‘we desire to express our t wish to co-Gperate, in the most’
cordial manuer, with your. Kxcellency, it cavrying into ' effect’
whatever policy may ultimately be determained on-asé wost beiies’
ficial to the Colony at large, and to the several: Provinees of'
which it is corpposed, and to: assure Your ‘Excellency’
that whatever measures may - be submitted to- the house:
by your Excellency’s Gover shall recelve thelr most res-
pectful and pmem. consideration, E

: (Sigued) - BBARLBB‘ CLIFFORD; "+
.. Speaker-of thd Houw of Representatives,”
{No dm, but xecexved on the lst June.}
* ‘True copy.
W. CoCKCRAFT,
Private Secretary,

No, 2. T -
: ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINION. ; )

By the recent Act for granting a Representative Conistifution .
to New Zealand, no ‘provision has been made for’ estabixshing
¢ Ministerial ‘Responsibility 1 ‘the conduct of Legislative and
Executive proceedings by the Govertor.”’

By the Royal Letters' Patenit (13th September, 1835;) issued |
to the - Govetnor subsequently to'th passing o “the Act,'it is |
provided that the Government of the Colony shall be adminis-
teted by a Governor under instructions from the’ Crown, and
with the advice and assistance of an Executive Council.

By the Royal Instructions of the same date (13th September.
1852,) and accompanying the Governor’s Commission, the un-~
dermentioned y are inated and’ appointed by the
Crown to be members of the Executive Council, that is to say,

* 'The senior Military Oﬂioer m command ol‘ Her Majestys
Forces,

The Colonial Secretary, or thepersﬂh actmg in that capacnty.
. ‘The Attorney-General or the person actmg in that eapacity. .
“The Treasurer, or the person sening’ in that capacity,

‘And such other persnns as the Governor shall deem to be quali-"” :
fied and capable to advise him.  But it is provided that any ap- .

pointment so to be made by the Governor ‘shall be pmvxsxonal
only, and subject to be confirmed or'disaliowed by thé Crown,
The Royal Instructions further provide that the Executive
Council shall not proceed to the despatch of business unless
summoned by the Governor;—that as a general rule no ques-.

tion - shall be brought before them fo their advice. or decision,’ N

ing such as may be proposed . by the, Governor ;—and

pxcept
| thatdt shall be competerit for thE Bovernor, “slthotgh he ‘may

dissent from the opinion of the major part, or of the whole of
the Council, to execute the powers conferred upon him, in op-
position to their opinion, But that .in such case, it shall be

:

mhhutes the reasons of any advice he'may glve, and that it
shall be peremptory on the'Governor in‘sieh case imomediately -
to -transmit to the Crown a fuli explanatlon and.a copy of such
olnmutes.

By the terms of his Commtission, and by the Royal Instric-
tions accompanying it, the Governor himself is raade directly
responsible to the Crown, and no power is given to him to de-
legate his authority, or to relieve himself from such responsn-
bility in the conduct of the dutles of his officé. .

By the same Instruments the riembets of the E ive
Council are also made responsible to the C’rown.

Neéither by the Constitution Act, nhof by the Instruments under
the- suthonty of which he sdminister® the Government, has
any provision been made for énabling the Governor to establish

¢« Ministerial Responsibility in the conduct of Legislative and B

Executive proceedings by the Governor.”
Looking to the provnsnons of the Constitution Act, (sections

55, 86,) by which it is enacted that the Govemor may by mes- )

sage transmit to either the Legislative Couneil or to the House
of Rppresentanves for their consideration, the drafte of any
laws which it may appear to him to be desirable to introduce,

and that he may also make such arrangements.as he may think ‘

rpedlent in any bill which may have been passed by the Coun-
1and Houge, and retum the same for t}hen' consideration ; and:

looking to the s ti d.in the Report of the
Commlttee of the Board of Trade. and Plantations on e pro-
of a Rep iveLegislature for the Cape

posed

of Good Hope, which appears to have been under the notice

of H.M. Government, when engaged in the preparation of the

New Zealand Constitution Act, it would seem to have been the
decision of the framers of the Act that it was not necessary

that the Executives should be represented either in the Legis

lanve Council or in the House of Representatives, and that it

' was intended by them that the Governor should not only. exer-

cise the power of assenting to or disallowing the Legislative

measures of the Legislative Council and the House of Repre-

sentatives but that he should form an active and co-ordinate

branch of the Assembly, and with the advice and assistance of
the Executive Council; take a direct and distinct share in the
business of the Legislature, With a general desire on the part*

eonvening the. General Assembly at the earliest possible period
aftey. it became your duty to assume the Government of New
Zealand.

of the members of the Assembly to carry out the apparent in-
tentions of the framers of the Acts it would be possible though
difficult to carry through the Chambers the Legislative mea<

foi any ber of the Council to record on the
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sures necessary for giving effect to the policy of the Govern-
ment; but in the absense of a co-operatlve spirit on their part
n would, be impracticable successfully to'conduct through the
two branches of the Legislature the most ordinary Government
‘business. From the recent debates in the House of Representa-
tives it is obvious that the members of that House are not
prepared cordially to acquiesce in any arrangement for the con-

unnecessary the presence in the Legislature of any representa-~
tion of the Executive Government.

1t can scarcely be doubted that the absence of any provision
for securing that the Executive should be represented in the
Legislature is a defect in the Act, and the practical question is,
whether it is now within the power of the Officer adminis-
tering the Government to remedy the defect.

In the absence of any practical difficulty the most simple
sourse would have been for the Officer administering the Go-
vernment to select from the members of the Assembly three
persons who enjoy the respect and confidence of the country,
and who would be prepared to carfy out the policy of the Go-
vernment, and to appoint such persons to the offices of Colo-
mial Secretary, Attorney-General, and Colonial Treasurer,
But the difficulty which stands in the way of such. an arrange-
ment arises from the fact that the present holders of these of-
fices holétyirtually permanent appointments, which in the ab-
sence of misconduct on their parts they can hardly be called
upon to resign; and, not having been required by the then Go-
vernor to secure their election for a seat in the House of Repre-
sentatives before the General Election, they could not be re-
quired to vacate their offices merely because they should not
be able to secure their election by any particular coustituency,
even if a vacancy were made in order that the experiment
might be tried.

It wonld be desirable however that the Officer admmxstermg
the government, if he remains in office; and that a new
Governor, if a successor be appointed, should bein a position to
call to his Councils, and to appoint to the principal offices of
Government persons in whom the country would confide, to
give free scopeto the full developement of the new constitution,

‘An act to be passed by the Assembly for securing to the
present holders of these offices, a reasonable provision 1n the
event of their retirement would probably tend to the attain-
ment of that object.

‘1t would further be competent for the Officer ad-
ministeting ' the Government under the authority of
the Royal Instructions, at once to add to the

Executive Council such other persons as he may deem
qualified and capable to advise him. By this means it would
be within his power to secure in some measure the representa-
tion of the Governmeént in the Legislature, With this object
two or three members having seats in the Assembly might be
appointed provisionally members of the Executive Council, to
form the recognised organs of communication between the
Executive and the Legislative, The persons selected for this
purpose without bemg appointed at present to any specific
offices might be charged with the duty of conducting the Go-
vernment business through the two chambers, with the duty
of preparing, introd and superintending in their prog
such bills as may be necessary for giving effect to the policy of
the government ; of preparing a financial statement and the
netessary measures for giving it practical effect. To enable the
persons entrusted with these duties to discharge them efficiently,
it would be essential that the Officer administering the Govern-
ment should give them his confidence and cordial support, as
return for laborlous sergice, and further to secure their res-
ponsibility, it would be desirable that they should be adequately
paid. It would also be indispensable that one of their number
should be an able and experienced lawyer.

These legislative members of the Government it is to be
présumed would take office only on the condition of holding
their appointments so long as they should retain the fid

venience; it proceeds however as far as, consistently with his
powers and duties, and especially with his position as temporary
administrator of the Government, he can I think prudently be
advised to-proceed,

Looking to the views and expectations of the members of the
Legislature now assembled from all parts of the colony, there is

© : no reasongble ground to believe that in the absence of any mea-
duct of the public business in the Assembly which shall render. |

sure for securing the representation of the Executive in the
Assembly that the most ordinary and necessary business of the
Government can be successfully conducted through the Cham-
bers, Seeing thestrong tendency to Provincial independence;
believing that if the Geperal Government be not strengthened
the central authority will become virtually powerless ; and that
if the power of the General Government be not now increased,
the opportunity will be lost of limiting and defining the powers
of the Provincial Executive; seeing, 100, that the temper of
the House is as yet moderate, and that there appears to be a
disposition on the part of the members to work cordially with
the Government, if met in a conciliatory spirit; and believing
that ill feeling once aroused would be followed for years bya
mischievous and unprofitable agitation: T think that if the
course above suggested would secure the maintenance of har-
monious relations between the Executive and Legislative bran«
ches of the Government, His Excellency would, under all the
circumstances of the case, exercise a sound discretion in adopt-

ing it (Signed) WILLIAM SWAINSON,
Attorney-General,
June 5, 1854,
No. 3.
To His Excellency the Officer Ad ing the Gov ent

of the Islands of New Zealand,
Yay it please your Excellency,—

Wx, the House of Representatives, approach your Excel-
lency for the purpose of submitting to you the accompanying
resolution which has been adopted by this house, and we res-
pectfully pray that your Excellency may be pleased to take it
into your serious and early consideration.

(Signed) CHAS. CLIFFORD,
Speaker. .
House of Representatives, *

Auckland, June 6th, 1854,

Tuesday, June 6th, 1854, '
Resolyed—

That a respectful address he presented by the Speaker to the
Officer Administering the Government; praying that His Ex~
cellency will be pleased to take the following resolution into
his serious and early ¢onsideration, viz.: ¢¢ That amongst the
objects which this house desires to see accomplished without
delay, both as an essential means whereby the General Govern-~
ment may rightly exergise a dus control over the Provincial
Governments, and as a no less indispensable means of obtaining
for the General Government the fid and att t of
the people, the most important is the establishment of Min-
isterial R ibility in the duct of Legislative and
Executive proceedings by the Governor.

(True extract.)

{Sigued)

CHAS. CLIFFORD,
Speaker.

Mgessage No. 3.
Government House, Auckland 7th June, 1854,
The Officer Administering the Government has received the
address of the House of Representatives praying that he will
be pleased to take the following resolution into his sevious and
early consideration, +¢That amongst the objects which this
house desires to see accomplished without delay, both as an
essential means whereby the General Government may rightly
exercise a duecontrol over the Provincial Government, andas a

of the Legislature.: As regards the Crown their appointments
being made under the authority of the Royal Instructions
would be provisional only, and subject to be confirmed or dis-
allowed by the Crown.

In the mesntime and during the conti of the S
at east, it would probably tend to the public convenience that
the present Secretary, Attorney-General, and Treasurer, should
continue to hold their offices and to transact the ordinary and
current business of their respective departments,

In the absence of special authority from Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment, it is not I think within the power of the Officer ad-
ministering the Government to take any measures for carrying
into effect the resolution of the House of Representatives,
further than to prepare the way for opening the principal
offices of the Government to new men, and in the meantime
and as a temporary ineasure, to add two or three members of
the Assembly to the Executive Council, for the purpose of es-
tab}ishing a recognised and respousible medium of communica-
tion between the Executive and Legislative branches of the Go-
yerhment.

Xhe course thus suggested is not free from objection; and it
wonld no doubt be attended with some difficulty and incon-

no less indi ble means of obtaining for the General Govern-
ment the ¢ an h of the people the most im-
portant is the establishment of Ministerial Responsibility in the
cond’uct of Legislative and Executive proceedings by the Gover-
nor.”

The Officer administering the Government begs to assure the
house that he will approach the cansideration of the subject
with a gincere desire to give effect as far as it may be in his
power to do so to the views of the house embodied in the
abovae resolution. )

(Signed)

fa.

R. H.
) Officer Admini
To the Honorable the Speaker of the
House of Representatives,
‘Wednesday, June 7th, 1854.

WYNYARD,
ing the Gover £,

Resolved—

That this house desires to record the expression of its highest
satisfaction with the message this day read from His Excellency
the Officer administering the Government in reply to the
Address of the house on the subject of Ministerial Respon~
sibility.

(True extraat.)

(Signed) CHAS. CLIFFORD,

Speaker,
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No. 4.

. Auckland, 10th June, 1854,
Siz,—

In obedience to your Excellency’s commands I have com-
munirated with those gentlemen who would, I conceive, be
able to conduct the Legislative busi; of the Government in
the House of Representatives, and would be willing to accept
seats in the Executive Council for that purpose, and I have the
honor to pame to your Excellency F. A. Weld, Esq,, and IH.
Sewell, Esq., who, together with myself, are ready to under-
take that task.

1 beg at the same time to represent to your Excellency that
it would materially facilitate the conduct eof legislation, and

+ would tend to obtain the general confidence of the people if a

fourth member were added to the Executive Council, being an
inhabitant of Auckland, and in a position to represent thespe-
cial interests of the Auckiand community ; at the same time I
regret that I am unable at present t0 name such a person to
your Excellency, but I hope to be able to do soin afew
days,

In aceepting office for the above purpose, 1 2m to expresson
my own part and that of my colleagues, that we do so on the
understanding that in accordance with the arrangement sug-
gested by the Attorney-General, & Bill shall be impediately
introduced into the House of Representatives for the purpose
of securing to the present holders of the offices of Secretary,
Treasurer, and Attorney-General such compensation as the
House may deem to be fair and reasonable upon a8 full consi~
deration of their respective claims, and that those geptlemen
shall resign their offices as soon as the convenience of the public
cetvxce shall require it.

I have the honour to be,

8ir,
With the greatest respect, *
Your Excellency’s most obedient

humble servant,

(Signed) JAMES EDWARD FITZGERALD.
To His Excellency : .
The Officer Adminibtering
the Government,

(Copy.)
No. 5.

Government House,

" Auckland, June10; 1854

)er,——l have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of this day’s date, and in reference thereto, beg
to state I am happy to find you disposed and enabled to carry
out the proposition made to you by me, on receiving a resolu-
tion from .the House of Representatives in conneé¢tion with the
desire of that body for a system of Responsible Government ;
;and to acquaint you that 1 shall have pleasure in appointing
you, and the ¥wo gentlemen named by you, to sests in the Ex-
ecytive Council, provisionally, till thepleasure of Her Majesty
is known thereon; and be prepared moreover to repose in you
my entire confidence, while carrying on the Legislative busi-
ness of the Government through the Assembly, .

The introduction of a fourth member into the Executive
Cotincil, I conceive uncalled for at present, It might embarrass
the officer appointed to relieve ine, and, on the other hand, the
interest of. the Auckland community can never fail to enjoy
protection while the existing members retain their seats in" the
Executive Council.

With regard to.the third and last point alluded  to, T feel
convinced you will agree with me in the inexpediency of my
disturbing.in any way, as temporarily- administering the Go-
vernment, the position of those now in office; at all events till
1 am honoured with the views of her Majesty’s Home Govern-
ment on the steps 1 have already taken. In the meantime I

have not failed to make known to the gentlemen congerned the’

tenor of your concluding paragraph, in reference to which, no
hesitation, I find, exists on their parts, to meet therequire-
ments of Her Majesty’s Government, as will be seen by the
enclosed gopies of notes l have received from them on the aub-
Ject.

1 Have the honor, &c,

R. H. WYNYARD, ~
Officer Administering
the Government,

{Signed)

To J. E. Fitzgerald, Esq.,
&c,, &,
Auckland,
True copy,
A. S. RicamMoND,
Assistant Private Secrefary,

(Copy.} No. 1,
The Colonial Secretary will be prepared, on a reasonable re-
titing provision being made for him, to resign his office, when
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the Representative of the Crown shall intimate to him that the
interests of the Colony would be promoted by his doing so.

(ngned) ‘ANDREW SINCLAIR,
Colonial Secretary.
10th June, 1854,
True copy,
A. S. RicamoxDp,
Assi Private S Y.

(Copy.) No. 2,

The Attorney-General having been appointed by the Crown,
conteives himself to be an officer responsible to the Crown, But
that either with or without any retiring provision whatever, if
the Representative of the Crown shall intimate to him that the,
innterests of the Public Service or of Her Majesty’s Colonial

bj would be p d by his reti he will be ready
to retire at any time.

(Signed) WILLIAM SWAINSON,
Attorney-General,
10th June, 1854, .
True copy. ’ ’ »

A. S. RicHMOND,
Assistant, Private Secrefary.

(Copy.) : No. 3.

The Colomal Treasurer having been appomted by the Crown
will be prepared, provided an Act be passed by the Assembly,
making fitting provision for bis retirement, immediately to ten-
der his resignation to the Crown, and upon the oonﬁmmon of
sich Act by the Crown, and the P of his resi
be prepared immediately to give up office.

(Signed} ALEXANDER SHEPHERD,
Colonial Treasurer.
10th June, 1854,
True copy. '
AS. Rmrumnn,
Private S Y.
A————
No, 6.

To His Excellency the Officer Administering the Gov t
The House of Representatives humbly approach yeur Excel-
lency the Officer Administeribg the Government, and pray that
your Excellency will be pleased to accept an expression of the
high satisfaction and deep sense of obligation towards you with
which this House has regarded your Excellency’s prompt and
unreserved compliance with their desire, that Ministerial Re~
ponsibility in the . cond of Legislative and E ive pro-
ceedings by the Governor should be. established without

delay,
{Signed)

CHARLES CLIFFORD,
Speaker,
House of Representatives,

Aunckland, June 21st, 1854, .
e L

(Copy.) No.7,0r A.
CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM.
At the of the p of the General

Assembly a debate took place upon a. resolution asserting the
necessity of a reoognmon of the prmcnple of Responsible Gov-
emment in the sense in which that term'is understood in the
Constitution of Eungland, and has been recéntly acted on.in all
the British Colonies in which representative iustitutions are

blished. That résol after & debate of several days
was adopted by the House of Representatives with but one
dissentient voice.

His Excellency, with the advice of His Executive Council,
hen determined to meet the views of the house, by admitting
to the Executive Council three members of the House of
Representatives who should held their officés so' long as they
could command the assent of the majority of the lefislative
bodies; but it was understood at the same time that the
arrangement then made should be considered to be a provisional
one, as a step towards the final establishment of the new sys-
tem of Gmemment 80 soon as the public service should ren-
der the plet y. It was further determined
that the Atmmeyﬁemul, who had been appointed -to be the
Speaker of the: Legislative Council, should conduct the Govern-
ment business in that house; and it was assumed that his
position as Speaker would form no obstacle to his doing so.
In a short time, however, the dissatisfaction of the Legislative
Council at such an arrangement, rendered it necessary that a
fourth member should be added to the Executive Council with
a seat in the Upper House; charged with the conduat of the
‘Government business in that body. After full consideration
His Excellency coincided in the ity of that arrang

In this manner the Government was conducted for some weeks
with harmony and success; several important Bills brought in
by the Govermment, imperatively y for the lid;
tion and adjustment of the powers granted by the Constitution
Act, were passed, or carried through several stages.

But as the Session advanced, new <circumstanees arose, A
formidable opposition was formed, which, although hitherto

-
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euccessfully met by the Government, rendered it more than
doubtful whether the. public business could be much longer
conducted in the Houses of the Legislature, except by a strong
and ‘consistent Government composed of the holders of the
principal offices in the Executive. It became every day more
apparent that the atfempt to conduct the Government in the
Legislative houses of the Assembly, by others than the heads of
the principal Departments could not but. fail; and that the
temporary expedient adopted, could not long succeed.

1t is to be observed, that, that attempt was one never -before
tried ; there being no instance of a colonial government being
conducted in the Legislature except by the Executive Officers of
the government in person, ’

The result of the proceedings of a Commitiee of the house
on the subject of (he public revenues and expenditure since the
expiration of the last Appropriation Bill. ten months ago,
tended materially to lessen the confidence of the honse and the,
public in the government.as at present constituted.

The public ‘have had béforé' them in'a definite and tangible
shape the existencé and the results of a policy in the manage-
ment of the revenues, in the administration of the Crown

country would be, that the present holders of office shonld
place their resignations at His Excellency’s disposal, and that
50 soon as the Executive Government Bill shall have passed,
His Excellency should accept those resignations, and should
appoint to the offices of Government uander that Bili, such
persons having seats in the Houses of the Legislature as he
‘may deem best able to conduct the affairs of government in
accordance with the views of the Legislative bodies,

“( 3. E. FITZGERALD,
F.A. WELD,
T. H.BARTLEY,
H.SEWELL.

(Signed)

True Copy,
: A. S. RiCHMOND,
Assistant Private Secretary,

No. 8. g
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Auckland,
Ist August, 1854.-
Sir,—Having concurred with the other Members of the Exe~

lands, and €n various departments of the public service,
which are eminently distasteful to the great mass of the popu-
lation.

The result has been the growth of a general feeling of inse+
curity in thé minds of the public, both in and ont of the
Houses of the Assembly, as to the conduct of the public busi-
ness of the country, and a generil determination, which there
is every reason to believe exists on the part, not only of the

cutive Council in advising your Excellency to take such steps
as may be in your power for securing the representation of the:
Government in the Legislature by persons having seats in the
Assembly, 1 have now the honour to tender the resignation of
my office as Colonial Secretary of New Zealand, which 1 have

! held for a period of upwards of ten yeers, in order that as far

as depends upon myself no difficulty may stand in the way of
the attainment of a great public object, and 1 have to request

PP ts. of the gover but also of its supporters in the
house, not to grant the supplies nevessary to carry on the
service of the govemnrhent, unless upon . the constitutional
security (derived from the presence of the principal holders of
office in the Houses of the Legisliture and the responsibility of
their tenure of those offices) that the administration of the go-
vernment would for the future be conducted in accordance
with the will of the Legislature.

This feeling has been increased by the consideration that in
the Bills laid before the House of Representatives by the go-
vernment, it has been found necessary to ask for. very consi-
derable powers being entrusted to the Executive in the adminis-
tration of the funetions which those Bills proposed to create ;
and it is argued with reason that the Legislature would not be
Jjustified in granting such extensive administrative power, unless
ample guarantee wete afforded, that those powers would be
exercised utide¥ the constitutional’ control of ‘the Legislature.

Upon the whole it is apparent that the government of the
Colony can be no longer conducted on the present footing: and
it:ismore than probable that should the present arrangements
continue, a very serious difficulty will be experienced in ob-
taining the supplies for the public service.

The present holders of the unofficial seats in the Executive
Council would be acting in neglect of their duty to his Excel-
lency, 40 their constituents, and to themselves, did they con-
tinue # hold office under an arrangement of which the only
result must be to embroil the Executive with the Legislature,
at a moment when the whole interests of the colony are deeply
eoncerned in conducting the Government with harmony.

There appear. to be but.three courses open. First, that the
present unofficial members of the Executive Council should
be. replaced by others, should any such be found, who will
accept seats on the understanding that the present arrange-
ments shall be :preserved. Secondly, that the Government
shall be restored to the old form, and shall be carried on without
any unofficial Members in the Executive Council. And thirdly
that the present- helders of office shall resign, and the Govern-
ment be re-constituted on the ordinary responsible basis.

It is quite obvious that in the two first of these cases an
immediate prorogation, probably.a)]dissolution of the General
Assembly must follow, and the Government of the Colony
must be carried on for many months longer without any legal
appropriation of the public revenues. ‘The organization of the
public Departments consistently with the requirements of the
New Constitution, a measure loudly called for by the present
state of all public business, must be delayed for an indefinite
time; and a conflict-fraught with danger to the peace and well
being of the Colony will inevitably arise between the General
and Provincial Governments ; a conflict which cannot but end
in the augmentation of the powers of the latter to such an ex-
tent as seriously to endanger the unity of the Colony as a
whole, . -

The third course proposed will have an exactly opposite
result, The present holders of office-have already signified
their readiness to retire,- Jt is understood as a sine gqua non
that proper pensions shall be provided for them on
8o doing. The principle is.admitted that the tenure of
these offices is to be changed so soon as the service of the coun-
try shall demand it. That is asserted by the Executive Govern-
ment Bill now before the House, The only question left is one
of time, and that conaideration it is presumed is not one of such
importance as to justify the risk of such grave consequences as
delay may produce. Under these circumstances that the wisest

|
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eourse, the course most consistent with the best interests of the

that your Excellency will be pl d to accept my resignation
as early as the public service will permit, in order that my .
appointment mdy interpose no difficulty in the way of the esta-
blishment of Ministerial Responsibility in the conduct of
public affairs. . .
.I have the honour, &c.
(Signéd) ANDREW SINCLAIR.
: Colonial Secretary
[True Copy.]
A. 8. RicHMOND,
Acting Clerk of Executive Council.

No. 9, -

If in the opinion of the Legislative Mémbers of the Execu-
tive Council it would tend to facilitate the conduct of the Pub-
lic Business through the Legislature during the present session,
the Attorney-General will place them in a position to state to the
Assembly that he has already forwarded to the Secretary of
State through His Excellency the resignation of his office, in
order that so far as may depend wpon himself a full and fair
trial may as early as possible be made of the principle of
Ministerial Responibility in the conduct.of the Governmient,

{Signed) WM. SWAINSON,
Attorney-General. -
August Ist, 1854, .
{True Copy)
A. S. RicHMOND,
Acting Clerk of Executive Councik *

The Colonial Treasurer stated that he would adhere to the *
original statement made by him on the 10th of June last. - - g

: True Extract.

A. 8. RicHMoND,
Acting Clerk of Executive Council.
No. 10.
Auckland, 2nd August, 1854,

Sir,~—

. I beg respectfully to request that your Excellency will
be pleased to accept the resignation of my seat in the Executive
Council,

L have the honoyr to be, ‘&e.,* '
(Signed) HENRY SEWELI.
‘His Exgellency the Officer Admini
the Government.

(True copy.)

A. S. RtcHMOND,
Acting Clerk of Executive Council«

No. 11.
Executive Council Office,
2nd August, 1854,

Sir,— .
As 1 feel that my presence in the Executive Council can
no longer be of public service, .I most respectfully beg to re-
sign my seat in that Council into your Excellency’s hands,
I have theherour, &c.,
(Sigued) FREDK. WELD,

His Excellency the Officer administering .

the Government,
True copy.)

A.S. RICHMOND,
Acting Clerk of Executive Counci .

No. 12.

Auckland, 2nd August, 1854/
Sir,—Wilh every feeling of respect, I have to request that
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you will be pleased to accept the resignation of my seat in the
Exeeutive Council.
) I have the honour, &c., &¢.,

! (Signed) T. H. BARTLEY.
His Excellency the Officer Administering

the Government. .
{ True copy.) N -
A. 8. RtcRMOND.
Acting Clerk of Executive Council.

No. 13.
Reply to Memorandum of the 1st August, 1854

‘Beyond the simplé fact of accepting the resignation of the
Colonial Secretary, and Sliing the position by & gentleman from
the House of Representatives, 1 could not think of going. To
require the holders of office to resign their posts tilt  am
favoured with the views of the Crown on the steps I have
taken, would not only be at variance with the original under-
standing, and beyond what I conceive my powers to be, but a
want of proper respect on my part to the Home authorities.

On assuming my present office, I found three recognised Go-
vernment officers as my advisers in the Executive Courcil.
Circumstances occurred to induce me to introduce to that
council three members from the House of Representatives, and
subsequently a member from the Legislative Council, making 2
majority of new members.

I found also, on coming into office the old form of General
Government in existence, I am. now called upon to form an
entire new form of Government, without even a reference to
my Sovereigns ‘thus throwing on me, during my temporary
Administration of the Government, a grave respousibility, which
I dm not prepared or disposed to bear.

I have sanctioned the. link between the Assembly and the Go-
vernment, by the introduction of four members into the Exe-
eutive Council. I am prepared to accept the Colonial Secre-
tary’s resignation (subject to confirmatton) if voluntarily laid
defore mie ; but 1 am not prepared to disturb the officers ap-
pointed by the Crown, or in any way to estabiish a new form of
Government in the Colony of New Zealand withtowt vefer
Home,. : . .

1¢-the formation of entire Responsible Government is in
keeping with the views of the authorities at home, the arrange-
ment is only a matter of time, a few weeks—if, on the other
hand, it is not the wish of the Home Government, it is the
more necessary I should wait instructions for my further
guidance. (Signed) R. H. WYNYARD.

Government House, Auckland,
Ut Augusty 188 T
‘True copy.
A, S, RIcEMOND,
Acting Clerk Executive Council. .
No. 14.

{Copy)
Auckland, 2nd August, 1854.

Sir,—

Having tendered to your Excellency such advice as I was.con-
scientiously bound to tender, respecting the steps which in my
opiniomtare absolutely y in order that the government
of the colony may be conducted with harmony and benefit to
the colonists, and your Excellency having deemed yourself
bound to reject such advice, I have the honor to request that
your Excellency will be pleased to accept of my resignation of
a seat in the Executive Council, )

I have the honour, &c., &¢.,
(Signed) JAMES ED. FITZGERALD.
His Excellency the Officer Administering
the Government.

(True Copy.)
A, 8, RICHMOND,
Acting Clerk of Executive Council.

— et —
Mzssace No. 26,

The Officer administering the Governtient
has received from the House of Representatives,
an.Address, dated the 4th instant, enclosing the
copy of a Resolution passed by them on that day,
em'bodgin a Resolution passed by them on the
8rd, which last Resolution re-asserts their Reso-
lution of the 6th of June on the subject of Res-

onsible Government, and calls for its full and
mmediate recognition in practice.

In reply, the Officer administering the Govern=
ment assures the Mouse of his sympathy with
their wishes for the complete establishment of
Ministerial Responsibility as part of the Consti-
tution of New Zealand; and to the furtherance
of this end, by means of altering the Constitution
in a constitutional manner, he tenders to the

v

Housz his unqualified assistance, by assenting.
to any Bill which they may pass for that
purpose, and most earnestly requesting that the
Imperial Government will give effect.to its provi-
sions,

I the meanwhile he refers the House to his
Message No. 25, and once more assures them,
not only of his readiness, but of his most anxious
wish, to concur with them in immediately giving
to the principle of Responsible Government the
utmost practical effect, not exceeding Lis powers

.under the Constitution. - Short of any viola-

tion or evasion of the Constitusion Act, he i
ready to comply with any proposal that the
House may see fit to make to him.

With this view, he is now only waiting for
an answer from the House to his Message, No.
25, in order to devote himself to the business of
forming an Administration as responsible to the
two Houses of the Legislature, as it can be
made without infringing the Constitutional' law
by which the House and himself are equally

bound.
R. H. WYNYARD,
Officer administering the Government.
Government House, Auckland,
8th Auw gust, 1854.

House of Representatives,
Auckland, August 4, 1854,

Sir,~— ‘ .

I have the honor to transmit herewith an
Address passed by this House this evening, and
also the accompanying resélutions which were
unanimously passed on the evening of yesterday,
the 3rd instant.

T have, &e.,

(Signedy ~CHARLES CLIFFORD,
. . Spea‘kel‘;
His Excellency - '

The Officer Administering

the Government.

To His Excellenty the Officer Admintstering the Goverrintent ,
&, &c.

We, Her Majesty’s faithful subjects the Commions of New
Zealand in their Hounse of Representatives assembled, desire to
express to your Excellency our deep regret at the circumstances
which havé resulted in the resignation of four members of your
Excellency’s Executive Council.

We desire to lay before your Excellency the panying
Hesolutions which the House of Representatives . have felt it
their duty to adopt on -this occagion, and respextfully to pray
that your Excelléncy will be pleased to take the same into
your serious and early consideration.

We beg to assure your Excellency of out deep and earnést -
wish to co-operate with your Excellency in any measure which
your Excellency may deem it right to adopt, so far as our
duty to our country will permit, for placing the Governs
ment of this Colony upon a permanent basis.

(Signed) CHARLES CLIFFORD,
Speaker.

House of Representatives,
Auckland, 4th August, 1854,

——

EXTRACT

From the Minutes of the Proceedings of the House of
Representatives; , o

A Friday, Augtst 4th, 1954,
Resolved— .

That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Officer
Administering the Government, embodying the following reso-
lution of August 3vd.—THhat this House deems it necessary to
reassert the principle that amongst the objects which this
House desires to see accomplished without delay, both as an
essential means whereby the General Government may rightly
exercise a due control-over the Proviacial Governments, and as
a no less indispensable means of obtaining for the General Go~
vernment, the fid and attach t of the people, the
most important is the establishment of Ministerial Respons
sibility in the conduct of Legislative and Executive proceedings
by the Governor, and furthermore that in the opinion of this




House the time has arrived when the safety of the Colony.
demands the full recognition of that principle by the appoint-
ment to the principal offices of the Government, of those who
possess the confiderice, both of His Excellency and of both the
Houses of thé Legislature.
True Extract.
"(Signed) CHARLES CLIFFORD,
Speaker,

Colonial Seeretary’s Office, Auekland,

2nd August, 1854,
HIS Excellency the Officer administering
. the Government, directs it to be no-

106,

tified for general information, that the under-
mentioned Gentlemen have this day resigned
their seats in the Executive €ouncil :—

James Epwaro Frezeeraro, Esq.
Henry Sewert, Esq., .
¥reoerick Aroysius Werp, Esq.
Tromas Hoventon BarrLEY, Esq.

By His Excellency’s command,
ANDREW SINCLAIR,
Colonial Secretary.

Priated by WicLiansox & Wicsox, for the New Zealand Government.



