
NEW Z.E&LX ND

GOV,E:a

7th-Augu*t, 1854~.

"][~I~ Excellency the Officer admxmttermg"
J_i_ the Government directs th~pub]!catien,.

~ general ~t’ormatio;% of .the fg, ll~.~

Hi~ Exctlleney te the L egislatlve Codicil:
and the HOUSe of Representatives. -.

By His ~Exeelteney;s ~mmatid;
A~va~w Svsot~Iw. ,’ ’

Cdonial. S~retaty,

Mms~a~:.--,No. 24. ~ . :

The Qfilcer ~dministering ~the .Government, !
cot!~e~s ~it his~ duty to apprise .. th~’.i~0~e of-
Re~r~.qentatives, that. in’ consequence of .the,
resignation of tht ir seats.in the F_~ecut~ve Coun-
cil, by Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Weld, Mr.
SeweIl, and Mr. ]~artley, he isl~rep~iag a
Message to the House, wl~ich will ful|y explain
to them his views and wiSh~l, with regard to
the relations of the Executive "towards the two
Houses of the Legislatnre, dnting hidtempo-
rar~ administration of the Government: - H~
’has g.:.~trfiaent hope," that the .~s~ in
o uestioti~Wil|’;be, r e~dy for/de~iv~ ’~~
after tomorrow, not later*than two o’clock in
the afternoon.

(Signed) R. H. WYNY&RD.

Government House, "Auckland,
3rd Aug.ust, 1854.

The 0flleer-Ad.m!~s~ the ~vem
ment~ ~th, r#fe~_ e~e,,tt~z~the L-r~ignatien’ or;
their Seats iln tl~e Executlte c0uneil: by: Mr.
Fi.tz~ger~d, Mr. WelL, Mr. Sewell, and Mr.
,Bm:~ey’.~ ~n :~ltartee ~th ::t~promiw

~Repr~7~t~ives, as.~fully as the time-wili ..al
low, Iris’views an.d*w~.he~ ~ith regard ,to ttm
,relafi0ns oft he ’~xeq~tize to:wa~ds the two’

dentaland temporary administration of the
Government,
: He ~,rusts that the House not less con-

himself ,besto~~u .p0n.’ it. .
’ He bfgs of the.House to revert to the-po-

sition in ~vhich he’was phced when ’Hi~ Ex-
ceUency the Cu~Vem*r departed’ Tram ,the
colony. * _

The very title of the office which then de-
volved upon ~him, shows that the only duties
which k Was absoiatel3, incumbent on him to
perform; were ~e~admini~ter~ng’,theG°-

vern~e~t for a,btjet~:~i~od; that in, only for
the" pt~rpose ~, .~tiaary.zou,
fine of public I~usiness until he should be re
lieved by the arrival of a regularly appointed
Governor, not owing his authority to the ac-
cident of.his being the Senior Officer in com-
mand of the troops, but obtaining it from the

t deliberate confidence Other Majestyw
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B ut..the Oi~cer admlnistering the Govern ........
men~ aict not confine himself within the safe ~xecuuve t;ouncli, the constitutional force
and easy limits of attending, onl., to esta of these Royal Instructions has been taken
blished routine "Imnressed ~vlth a~oror,~-~ for granted by ever bod . The Offi r a -¯ , ,- ...... ~.~ ¯ . . Y Y ce dthe colony both needed and desired le-isla mmmtermg the Government was led to
tion without delay by the General Asse~bl-" believe that those Instructions absolutely
he took upon himself, contrar,, to -ener~ai preclude him from establishin Ministerial
~s~g~ as res~cts the fanctioJof ~re ~d- Re~nsibi!ity io ~ complete ~grm, and, i~
mlmstrators of colonial governments, to parucmar, by forbidding him to disturb any
convene the Parliament of the colony For tenure of o~ce derived from her Majesty’s
l~aving spontaneously incurred this unusual ~Jgn Manual, until he shall receive from herresponsibility, the House ¯ Of Reare

Majesty express direction or permission to set
seutatives saw fit to convey to. ~im

~side- appointments made by Herself. Ac-an expression of their thanks ~in’ the~ fol cordi/i~l)//wiJen the Officer administering the
lowing words .~,, Entirely appreciatin- the Goverhment held dothmunication with gen-
difficulty of your Exceilencv’s nosition~. ~...11 tlemen supposed to enjoy the confide~J~ ,~"
the responsibility of initiatin~g a course of~’o? 1 the House, with .a vie(v to the introdu’c~t~ion
]idy during your tem~orar,, administra,’^r~e ] into the Executive Council of some mere
t~_ .~ r : uuata, ~ . -. bets~e t#overnment, we desire eo record our | ol the House of Representatives, he made
deep and lasting sense of the great benefit | them fully and distinctly acquainted with his

oo "’* :°"co!ony .byconvem.ng the General Assembly at I, . . ¯ t opmmn~ earnest possible period after it became |he supposeti those gentlemen to concur with-
your duty to assume.the Government of 1N’ew ]outqualification or reserve ; and, On the basis

. This was said in answer to the speech/- ,.. " re describedby the correspoa.
~y the head of the Government where ~ aence that took place at the time, a copy of
by the session was opened ; and ii J which, numbered 4 and 5, is appended to this
therefore indicates, by the comnlimentar,, [ Message. Those documents were laid before
allusion to the ;nitiation of a poli~y hv hi~, ~ the House of Representatives, who, after
that Ministerial ]t esponsibilitv was not at that ~ ample mscussion of the new Ministerial at-
moment in the contemplation of theLHouse~ J ran.gements, exprease~l to the O~cer adminia-
Presently afterwards, however, and very [t~nngt.he .Government,by a tbrmal address
suddenly, that question became so prominent |( ~o.o in the appendix) the high satisfaction
as ~o exclude every other subject from tho |ann. seep sense of Obligation towards him
coa~deration 0f the House. Thls ,mest’~ Jwith which they regarded his prompt and an-
involves principles, which, when ~wed as [res.er.ved..compliance with their .~lcsire that .
practically::applicable to this Colon--,- were | ~viimster~al llespdnsibility in the conduct of
entirely new ~the¢tlicer ~dmiiilste~n~ thet _I-~islative ari d Executive proceedings by the
t~overnment, as, down to a time not long’re. J~°vera°r~sh°uld be established without d-ela .
ceding the convention of the Ass~,nhh,%~~o. [~ne practical limits of the eona~.~i,~ ,¢ ,~
p~inciples had been to the thou~hts"o~f~t~e~"co~ I principle were as Cordiall -ac-ce-=t-e~l"" v’t’h"e
!musts, with the exception of a very few OFlif°use aS by the he# Mini~rters t~Pe~sel~Yes"
me most active political minds. When, how-J This arrangement, Completed On the 14th
ever, that question was brought befi)re him of Jane, appeared to give universal satisi~ac-~nn~: P:at~t~c~H form. andb, means of proceed. Ifi °n, until, on or about the ~gth June, the

ouse :which could not but corn, .I ivl~nisters asked the Officer administering the
mend his most serious attention, he examined I G°vernment to exceed that arrangement, by
it with card f and, be eomii#g satisfied’ that a I adding to -the Executive Council a mere-
concession of the principle was both desirable I bet of the Legislative" Council, who might
in .itself on genera1 grounds, and ~iecessary in I thus represent the Government in the lafter
order to preserve harmony between the organ Ibodȳ  In order to faeibtate the transaction
ofthe Crown and the Representatives of the I °f Legislativ~e business, the Officer adminis-
people, he resolved toc0mply with the wishesltering the Government instantly, corn-
of. the House. But that resolution on hislP lied with this request ; and in doing so he
part was limited by the condition that, when’[ exceeded the original Ministerial arrange-
thlly admitting the principle, he should give I ment. by giving to the new advisers of the
immediate effect to it s5 far only as he could I Governor a majority in the Executive
do. so "coflstitutionaily. On a~ examinati0h J Council. ~of the Constitution Act With this especial ~ Again, when M;. ]?ell, the member of the
view, it became manifest, in the first place, ~ Executive Council who had been so appoint-
that tne ~et of the Imperial Parliament m ekes

led, was ̄ called away by domestic circum-no’specific provision fob Ministerial ]~,espon-
stances immediately alter having appeared insibility in the exercise of the Governor s fanc-
the Legislative Council as a responsible ad-tions ; and, secondly, that it does contain a, riser of the Crown, the Officer administering

provision whereb~ the same validity is given the Government instantly and chedrfully as-
to certain existing Royal Instructions as if sented to the appointment of Mr. Bartley as
they had been part of the Actitself. Through- J a member both of the Executive and of the
out-the discussions on this subject, whether. Legislative Councils.
in the Houses of the Legislature or in the ( " So far as the Officer administering the Go-
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vernment was ever- informed, these arrange’ ’ters and the head of the GOvernment, had i6’.
ments were satisfactory, and effectual for the duced that gentleman to tender the uncon-
purposes with .which they were madej until- ditional resignation of his office even before the
about the beginning of last week, when obser- "promitmd pension was seoured to him by law.
cations were orally addressed to him by some In so far, the state of mattem on .the.2nd of
oPthe:new members~ofthe E, xeeutiv ~ ’¯ -: ........... e., ,.~li August was considerably.improved in comeWlrich lmphed that ,they were diseontemed parison with the ~arrangements~ made ,eight
w|th’their actual posiuon, and desirou~ ~ weeks before: a step in advam~+t¢,mseds_~the
:s0ine Change in the direction of that com. complete establishment of Responsible Go~
pJ¢l;e ~esponsible Government, which exists verument was actually taken - the office of
;#~aea all 1he members of the Executive 1. Colonial" Secretary was laid open to he
C.otraci~ belong :te one party a~itl are. |iable L filled b~ a Mem.b~t of ~either. Lezislative

unti~iS a.t-~i;day last,, t~e 2~tK ~ -~ - ,. ~ . - . . .~r:r~tzge;~l~maaaUd°~i°~cto~lea;3ews aw~S~.o°t’~e~gtues. ,yhey were~ informed, that the

¯ " .... --.I AtLorney-Generat intended and was~.ready tov.eyed to the Ottleer administering, the Go: { despatch to England the redgnation.rof hi,
vernment. On that day they we/’e requested ] o~e. The Officer, administerin the Govei"u-
to" State their wishes precisel in wrifin ~ " " g>
....... ~ . Y .... g.I.ment trusts that the House~~ w~ll,mark these ̄,m xuesaay, me ~st ox Au~zust, they sent t9 ~.facts, In atl other~respeats matters were" in
him the Memorandum (whic~ not bei~g~:~i~e-~ame state when,~/I~, Fitzgerald and his
is m/n’ked.A)~, which calls upofi hm to ~’]~ile~ues. resigned their "’ ;. t nts as
lish Responsible Government~ iii" the ~-,~=+ F=-~,"~"~:- ’ ~ . _ . :~ me , _ ’
comnlete form, and instantl-- __ ;_ _~.~waen tney accepte~l themi~a~, exactly.~’~,~t~ ,. , _. . , v, ur u~.ex]~#C~.~.the constitutional lmsitio~and.porsonal, seuti~
m~t~n~;u°~sg:n~.e~wi~/=~emditpe~.=e" J,ments of the OIEeeradministering theGovern..
-:-- -~"-- - ~." : .,,~ .... . .... .~ Y re’,~xnent. Durinl~ the long intervalthey enjoyed~n ~nelr seats m trm ~uxeeuuve L;ouncil. Jhis unl :-:’:~ "- ........ "~ -T tit doou ’. ,= m.~f ,;n,;eodJ ’ ~uwsed^~ mum~cu, connuence, ann never onereo to

eight weeks, he had necer till ~C~::~ ly .o~ ,thet¢ adwice..~ .~ralt ~he
before, and neverat al] fn afiv~m,~t~ ’fh~,=~l:f .a~"ully adhered to ~eongmal art. ange~ent;

............. ¯ ~-,~,:--~’~ ~-z.:,-. ,~[a~nowana now, wtten tha "de .from "itb d nlbeen mf0rra~ that "re e . ¥ part : ysud ~ y¯ .. , t~ mated any mah-~ ......dttticulties and t.roi~bles.as th*~, ~.ig;;’hoa ~.l"~.=g’zm’to.~t ztatsmu~m-:lum~ Imt,~ne
the ----o ~^-~--- - ~, . -:-,T"--,";" .... ~ reply to make--that his sense ,dr duty ~and
sciousCthat=a;~;~’ ~t~te~ ~7asc’°z a3t was ne con,j honer absolutely for, bids him to comply" with

"the ~nnsaof.~l~n~:=-.~-,f.~fsne maem~n_~cl~ul~)_~ J~the~ reqtt~t. : Sacr :feelS ~ that he .should be

- -~ "- . .. . .~ .P.~esea~t~ve|:he~itat~dto state to them in fife ]alnest teooay wnen wrongee by t~e ~xeeutive th~ I:’C"--’~. +. - . .. p rms
- ..... -, -. -~. : . ""~ I t~e settleu ©onvietion of his mind thot ~topptng ~.e suppt~’s. He alludes with re- I viel~n~ - " ’ ....... , at by¯ . ¯ ~ ymmmg a~sn on tne point ot uu~y, ne shoula..~u0tanc9 to mese -storming, not to say threat, l ~teserve"thecensure of Re~ Ma’dst

enlng, pas~es in the memorandum¯ iiS~~ ~i~=[ ~_~_"~’ -. :’ ~ : j~+~ty,.and sheuld¯ , - , ¯ o , , ~ -~,.zacur. the msapprolutticm.,,ot:~ the= colonists : of ̄House’should ~magme that they may in t0m~e:ri~lan~l_ for havin de’r
degree have biassed his mind towa~t~"the e,~aL]~,(g~ ~.~ , -" . ; . " g. g aded , the

¯ " ." ",’ .... . .omce,.tae honor,or Which has. been accidentalIyelqslon that he ought not to comply With tlhe"[(;nm=~en;.to his~care, 
. ’.eal~i made upon him. He assures the House [ .~=At’tge~e time, he is v: d

that t~hey ha,/e had no such infl.~,~, /,,,, ,h.~ I i. ~.~u,~ . . - cry esir0us that .
he’re’fns~I (fly g;’ m=m,,.o.~,,-~..’r’,~.-~’.2"~, [ ~_~s diff~reac~ ~a¢ittl,~ the .late, memh~: of: the ..

..... - a o’~-" ,’- ....... ~,,.u ua tuc t=,~ ol l~xecnti V - , , " , . ,.
August) ~o co/eric with that ~,ft ’;.a,~ ~, ~.EXecutive: Gounellala~mld. not,8,mw.m~ adif..,~
solely byt~he ci~nstderat~on t,,=~h~. ~:. ~....~ ’:=’=L’: ,terence wzth the House..,~[-~ therefore.reed nests .,
~dm’jn~st~-~/r of- ~ ?=’~’u~’f’=a,~"a~’~theattenti°n of the House "to certain’facts.
wr’~t{+3+ ConstltutianaT°:u~r~mfe~h:n~n?~~which_seem to him̄  :to have.an important .

- ’ - ~ _ ; J bearing on the question’ which the House willforbade him ,on Wednesday last, as it hadI hace todetermine He be s of
, .~;~d~rngh~r~t~m~ ~ieek~Ibee~ye:s c3.~ka°f that the+ Executive G;gern~eh:t ~i~l~Se~;_ +

o-- ¯ - - . ~ passage of which intolawwas b thfilter, noloin~_ his avvointment’ dirat~flv...... .,~¢,,-~ . . o . , . , y+. e or’rginal ,.... ¯ - ~- -- - - -- . ~ .’+" mmzsterzat arrangement,, announced to thesaer Majesty. JLhe case ot the Co:onial Se¢,
H0useon the 15/.h Jane- made ̄ "P+rmS++~,ret~ry dil~e/ed froai that of th+ Othe~ officers, -- - ..+ + . .- .," - . =~ ....... n .of +

.... ¯ .... ~ .... " .... ,++the: retzremen~ of ~the :Attorney-L~en~ral andlnasmucl~ as ttiat gentlemt/n did n~0f, hold his
Colonial Treasurer w~h~-.Y+i J~=h,=tv, :appoint6~ent directly, from Her~, ~’~, "=~ ++ ": ;- .. :~+ : -,~, ~,~.,~.++.a,+a~nt- "+ - ....... , ...........: .~ ,., "~+~a+ * :zn~ero snoUid be obfaitied I/as n" ..... . "wh.eremre tl~e auminmtrator ot tlie t~overn- ;~: ,. . ~ . ,.. ot pa~s~,)n¯ - u,e nouse oz ~tepresen~a~lves, neydnct thement, beingm~ost anxious to make every eon-
.stage of being read second time ̄  and,that,cession to the new Ministers which he could a ,
from the date of that proceeding--namely thefeel was not’ inconsistent with his sense of ~7th 3,.uoe, the measure appears to have re.

right, was much pleased to find ’that a desire
on the ps/’t-0f D~. Sinclair" to aid in averti@ rosined in a state of abeyance and oblivion. The

memorandum of ~Ir. Fitzgerald and hisany serious difference between the-near minis~ colleagues, of the 1st A vgust, speaks of a ’~for,
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midabl.~ opposition" which they encoantered~!
in the. Houses of ~the Legislature, and which
threatened to put a stop to the public
business, TLis ,:fact was first brought to
the knowledge of the Officer administering the
Goyernment by the. Memorandum in question,
Till he read that document, he had been led
to believe that the Ministers. were steadily.

the appointed meeting for three o’clock, Mr.
Fitzgerald alone attended ; and it was only
when the Officer administering theGovernment
"declared that his opinion was unchanged,
thereby shewing thatthe successive resignations
of Mr. Se*well, Mr. "Weld, and Mr. Bartley, -
had not affected h~s judgment, that
Mr, ,Fitzgerald -then and there wrote an~

supported.in the.tIouse of Represen~ativesby ,presented Iris own’resignation.
l~go~ majoritiesT.an.d though he was-aware [ ’The above statement of facts, which are

that their propoi~al.$ were:sometimes criticized I. wi~ld.’n.’t’beknb’w]ed~e of t:he ,._Offiber.~dm!nis~
and opposed by small minorities, he imagined ~ termg the~overument, w~_tt, ne trusts, sat!~ty
that such opposition aros% from the natural [ the House. that it is not their duty to sustain
working of representative institutions,~a~d was ] the late.Ministers in their difference with him.
not merely harmless, but serviceable as.the I!.For two reasons in particular, he should feel
means of subjecting important legislative men--t deep regret iftheir natural feellngs of disap-
sores to scrutiny, by~ the elected guardians of the pointment at the present stbI~pag¢ Of the bust-
public interests.. With respect to. the Legiala- ness of the-Sessiort, and at the.,~rlesenl down-
tire Co~ucil, he has beert assured not only :fall of such ministerlar~esponmmlizy as ne can
that it has exhibited no organized opposition to :consent to, should induce them to view his

conduct in an unfavourable-.light. In the

but that, on the contrary, a member of the ~first place, he cannot conceal frnm himself
the measures proposed by the Government,

Government in the House of Representatives, ’that, if the House should deliberately adopt
speaking in that.House, recently thanked, the .:the Memorandum of the let of August, the
Legislative Council for having improved soma unhappy events which are therein hypotheti-
measures sent to them by, the .Representative eatly predicted, or} at any rate, events which
House, and expressed.his.hopethat they Would it is equally paiiafuI to contemplate, coulee
continue, to afford such valuable, assistance in. :Scarcely be averted; :wlfilst Unquestionably
the work.of legislation. The Officer. Admin- the Session ~vottld be lost :and long delays
istering the Government assures the House mustensue b~fore the colony~cou|d reap the
that he was never by anybody .t01d of any benefits of legislation:by itsGcneral~ssemb~ly¯

formidable, opposition to the Gu~ernment in.ei-: Secondly# though this, he acknowledges, i¢
ther .House of the~Leg£slature, and that he.is quite a minor c0nsideration, and one which
still at a loss.to understand the statement, with
regard to.such .oppositkm, in :the memormtdum~
of.:l~Ir.,YRzgerald ~and ~his~ ¢tolleagues, [~
was also. totally unconscious that the House of
Representatives had exhibited any disposition,
still, less a general determination~ not. to.granV
the .sullies. ,necessary. for carrying on’ the
serviceof the, ~vernment,= unless ha,should,
consent, to a total :departure from the--.Minis*,
terial .arrangements for ~ which the, HOuse: had
expressed tahim its warmest,thanks. At any

, rate,,thcse fasts.were .su6denly.commnnic~teA
to him, and so much in the form of pressure
upon his:judgm~nt,,that,he could not be, Mind
to zt sudden change of mind on. the part of.the
"authors. of the memorandum. -He could nov
doubt that, for. reasons of.which -he was,him-
serf unconzcious, they had repented of their.
consent ~ to the original ministerial .arrange-
meat, and that they were insisting, anti
with something like a threat of deplo-
rable consequences if he refused, on
obtaining far more.than the agreement into
which they lind deliberately entered wi~h him,
Nor could.he fail to be struck with the manner
in which the resignations of those gentlemen
were p~sented to him. It was settled on
Tuesday the 1st August, that the final consi-
deratiortof the difference between them and"
hi~ should take :place at a meetingof the

he. is not entitled-to press on to the notice of"
the. House, -he should:himself incur a severe
’disappointment of~hd pride and pleasure, which
he-has "felt in supposing that the successful
.initiation, at least, of" Responsible Govern-
ment would take place during’his tenure of
-office as He~ Majesty’s representative in New

He earnestly im~lores the-House to weigh
with calmness and circumspection the ques-
tion which this-Message submits to them ; and
he’relies with confidence on their being de-
.sir0us of’ at least attempting to get through
the Session beneficially for the Cdlony,:by the
aid of that amount of "Ministerial responsibi-
lity, more than which,it is r~ot at present in
his l:ower to aid in es,ablishing, and which,
by their Address to him of the i:l#t June,
they declared to be satisfactory under the cir-
cumstances. And he hereby engages to take
intohis most serious and favourable confider-
alton any sugges~iop having that object in
view, which,they may please to present to him,
:either by Address, or through a Member of the
House enjoying his confidence.

He suggests that, at any rate,, the House
should passa measure for the complete estab-
lishment of Responsible Government, similar
in principle to those which are known to have
been framed by the legislatures of Jaih~ica, and

Executive Council at 3 o’clock on Wednesdayone or [two of the Australian Colonies. Such
the 2nd. But before noon on that day, Mr. an Act, it is scarcely necessary for him to add,
Sewel.l’s resignation was delivered, and it was must of course be reserved for Her Majesty’s

¯ t ~ kfollowed, afteran interval, but before 3 o cloc, assent according to the provisions of the Con-
by.those of Mr. Weld and Mr. Baxtley. At * stitution Act.
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The O~eer admlnlsteriag the Government’
cannot but express his petSuasion~ t~aat’,Uh~e~
any ¢i~umstances, the House will be indis~
pond to separate without addling some ~1
measures to the very small amount of It-
gislation which has as yet been accomplished ;
without making some provision for the ap, pro-
priation of the public revenues between the
Geneial and the Provincial Governments ;:
or ,without’ settlirig,~.thml~:~ it/ a~! im~p’~tfe~t¯
mah’h6L’Sia~’fbr bixt tern po/.~;y~ pui~poses~ 0thel;
questions of a very urgen~ character.

In order that the House may have before
them at one view all the documents which
relate to the subject of this Message, they will !
be appended te it in the order of their dates,

In communicating with the House by Meg-{
sage on the subject of a ministerial crisis, the 1
Officer administering tile Government has been 1
guided by numerous precedents, and more es-
pecially by the example of the’ late LOrd
Melcalfe; who, as Governor of Canada in
1843, upon the resignation of a Ministry,
conducted all communications between him-
self and the House of Assembly on the subject,

a~means of originM Messages from himself,MeJsages in answer to Addresses from~he
House~ Copies of the voluminous d0cur~:
in ~on a.re n0win the’hands of the ~O~icer
~ring th~overnment.

~i~, tSe O’~cer Administering the GO-
vernment declares to the House his unaltered
adherenee to the principle of Responsible Go-
vern~ia’ t; and heonce more‘ assures them of
h~s~m~st?~itrhe~ ~im ~t the Hmi~ed praetiCMd
application of that princil~le, which, fro, l first
to last, he has asserted his’inability to exceed,
may not be rejected by them. He therefore
again expresseshis trust that the House may
see fit to abstain from coming hastily to any
conclusion oa the subject of this Message, but
may, on the contrary, bestow upon it the carm
and patient consideration which it has Xecelved
from himself.

R. H. WYNYARD,
Officer Admioistering the Government.

GovernmentHouses Auckland,
August 5th, 1854.

APPENDIX.

No. I.

To His Excellency the Officer administering the Government
of the Islands of New Zealand.
May it plev~ yOUl Excellel~c¥,--

Wa~ the House of Representatives of New Zealend, in
Parliament assembled, desire to express to your Exceliengy our
grgteful thanRa-f~i" #,lie Address with which your Excell~qn~
haghmm ~leased~ to=inaugurate the opening of the first General
Assembly of N~W Zeal~d~

We cl~dially unite in the. language 0f congratulation with
which your Excellency has been pleased to refer to the pros-
perity which pervades all parts of this Colony ; and we desire
to add our own testimony, derived from personal acquaintam:e
with the various Provinces, to the justice of your Excellency’s
expressions, We entertain the strongest convictions that under
the liber~ ta~titttl~anl~ @l~&h~ have-been bestowed on this Colo-
ny by the English Parliament, that prosperity will be fostered
and extended.

Entirely appreciating the dit~culty of your ExceIlency’s posi;
lion, and the responsibility of ildtiating a course of policy,
during your temporary administration of the Government,
we desire to record our deep and lasting sense of the great
benefit which your Excellency has conferred on the Colony by
¢onven i rig~he~. General Assembly at the earliest possible period
aftes, it bee.ame your duty tO assume the Government of New
Zealand.

We feel that it would be premature at so early a.period 0f
the Session, to euter upmi all-~;he yet’ions mbjeets to which’
your Excellency .has been pleased to.direct our attention |-but
we desire to. express our earnest wi~h to ~-operate, in tliem0~’
cordial man~er, with your E~v~llet~y, .ln~e.aC~lrtg, ilRo’tffe~t~

whatever policy may ultimateiylm detemaim~lwri#4~tlo~lt~it~’
flcial to the Colony at.large, and. to the In,verst Provtn¢~h~’
which it ~s composed, and to a~am ~yb’,lr "Ex’t, elleilt~’
that whatever measures may be submitted to the house
by your Excellency’a Government, shall receive their most reg.
pectful and patient eonsider~ion. .

. . ¯ Sp~ak,sr,~ ~ rdma~of-Re~t~tiv~,
[’No &tte, but received, on the let atm~.]

Truecopy.
W. COCKCRAF?,

Private SecretalT.
No, 2. " -

A~r’I’O~N’EY GEN’]gRAL’g OPlN’/O~.
By the recent Act for granting a Representative Cmistiiutlon

to New Zealand, no provision has been made for’estabJishing
t, Ministerial Responsibility ln:’the conduct of Legislative and
Executive proceedings by the OoVernor."

By theRoyal Letters Patent ~(i3thSepte~hber, 1KS~,) issued
to the-Gove/-nor subsequently to~th~ ~asgl~ of ’the ACt, it is
provided that the Government of the Colori~ s/ildl ~ adrhinis-
toted hy a Governor under instructions from the’ C’r’own, pud
with the advice and assistauee of an ExecutiVe Council.

By the Royal Instructions of the same date (13lh Septemhei’~
1859,) end accompanying the Governor’s Commission, the un-
dermetttioned persona are nominated and appointed by the
Crown to be members of the Executive Council, that is to say.

The senior Military Officer in command of Her Majesty’s
Fumes.

The Colonial Secretary, or th~ ~ acting in that capacity.
The Attorney-Genteel Or the persbri acting in th~/t capac ty.
’qrhe Treasurer, or the perseff ~t~iff~ in that capacity.

"Arid such other persons bs the Governor shali deem to be quali~
fled aud capable to advise him. But it is provided that any ap-
pointment so to be madeby the Governor "~hall be p’r0~’is anal
only, and subject to be conflrm~l’ Of’dfsall6wed by the’Crown,

The Royal Instructions further provide that the Executive
Council sball not proceed to the despatch of business unless
summoned by the Governor:--th~tt as a yen, oral rule no ques-
tion shaU be brought before them fo’r their advice 0r decision,
~tug Such ’as maybe prop~i by ’the: Governor ;---and "
thht~R thrill’be compet¢fitYor th~avernor, "al’t~io~g"h ~b’inay
diNent from the opinion of the major part, or of the whole of
the Council, to execute the powers conferred upon him, in op-
~osition to their opinion. But that in such ease, it shall be

competent for any member of the Council to record on the
in~utes the reasons ’of any ad¢iee he may give, and thai; it
shall be peremptory ou the Governor in’s’ueb ease immediately
to transmit to the Crown a full explanation nnd.a copy of such

~minutes.
By the terms of his Comrttisslon, and by the Royal Instruc-

tions accompanying it, the Governor himself is made directly
responsible to the Crown, and no power is given to him to de-
legate his authorhy, or ’co re|ieve himself fromsuch re~Ponsi- o
bilit~ iu the conduct of the do.ties of his office.

By the same Instruments the ~embers o/’ the Executive
Council are also made .responsible to the Crnvm. ""
Neither by the Coustitutlou Act, no~ b~y the Instruments under

the authority of which he admtnlate~..the Government, has
any provision been mad~for enabling the Governor to establish
" Ministerial Responsibility in the conduct of Legislative and
Executive proceedings by the Governor."

Looking to the provisions of the Constitution Act, (sections
56, ~,) by which it is enacted that the Govei’iior may by mes-
sage transmit to either the Legislative Coundl or lo the.House
of Representatives for their consideration, the drafts of any
aws which it may appear to him to be desirable to introduce,

and that ha may also make such arl’angements as he may think
e~pedieut in any bill which may have been passed ’by the Coun-
c!l ~d He, use, and return the same for their consideration ~ and

:looki~lg to the recommendation~roatai~ed[tn the-ttepOrt o,£ thu
Committee of the Board of Tmdn and Platuattol~l :ff~fi~ro.
pined establishment of a RepresentativeLegialatore fur the’Capa
of Gond Hope, which appears to have henri under the notice
of H.M. Government, when engaged in the preparation of the
New Zealand Constitution Act, it would seem to have been the
decision of the framers of the Act that it was not necessary
that the Executive, should be rep~’esented either in the Legis.
lative Council or in the House of Representatives, and that it
was intended by them that the Governor should not only eger-
cise the power of assenting to or disallowing the Legislative
measures of the Legislative Council and the House of Repre-
sentatives but that he should form an active and eo-ordinate
branch olethe Assembly, and with the advice and assistance of
the Executive Council, take a direct and distinct share in the
business.of the Legislature, With a general desire on the part"
of the members of the Assembly to carry out the apparent iu-
tenttofls of the framers of the Act ; it would be possible though
difficult to carry through the Chambers the Legislative men.



sures necessary for giving effect to the policy of the Govern-
merit i but in the absense of a co-operative spirit on their part
it would be impracticable successful’ly to’conduct through the
tWO branches of the Legislature the most ordinary Government
business. From the recent debates in the House of Representa-
tives it:is obvious that the members of that House ere not
prepared cordially to acquiesce iu any arrangement for the con-
duct of the public business in the Assembly which shall render
unnecessary the presence in the Legislature of any representa-
tion of the ExeCutive Government.
¯ It. can scarcely be doubted that the absence of any provision

for securing that the Executive should be represented in the
Legislature is a defect in the Act, and the practical question is,
whether it is now within the power of the Officer adminis-
tering the Government tO remedy the defect.

In the absence of any practical difficulty the most simple
sourse would have been for the Officer administering the Go-
vernment to select from the members of the Assembly three
persons who enjoy the re~pect and confidence of the country,
and who would be prepared to car~y out the pniicy of the Go-
-~m~nment, and ~o appoint such persons to the offices of Cele-
stial Secretary, Attorney-General, and Colonial Treasurer.
But the difficulty which stands in the way of such an arrange-
sent arises from the fact that the present holders of these of.
rices hold~virtually permanent appointments, which in the ab-
senceofmiscenduct on their parts they can hardly be called
upon to resign; and, not having been required by the then Go-
"vet*nor to secure their election for a seat in the House of Repre-
sents~tives before the General Election, they could not be re-
quired to vacate their offices merely because they should not
be able to secure their election by any particular constituency,
even if a vacancy were made in order that the experiment
might be tried.

It would be desirable however that the Officer administering
the government, if he remains in office ; and that a new
Governor, if a successor be appointed, should be in a position to
call to his Councils, and. to appoint to the principal offices of
Government persons in whom the country would confide, to
give free scope to the full developement of the new constitution.

An act to be passed by the Assembly for securing to the
present holders of these offices, a reasonable provision in the
event of their retirement would probably tend to the attain-
ment of that object.

It would further be competent for the Ofltce~ ad-
mini~tmi~g the Government under the authority of
the Royal Instructions, at once to add to the
Executive Council such other persons as he may deem
qualified and capable to advis~ him. By this means it would
be within his power to secure in some measure the representa-
tion of the Government in the Legislature. With this object
t,#o or three members having seats in the P~ssembly might be
appointed provisionally members of the Executive Council, to
form the ~ecognlsed organs of colFnmunication between the
Executive and the Legislative. The persons selected for this
purpose without bemg appointed at present to any speeifc
offices might be charged with the duty of conducting the Go-
vernment business through the tw0 chambers, with the duty
of preparing, intrOducing, and superintending in their progress
such bills as may be necessary for giving effect to the policy of
the government ; of preparing a financial statement and the
xietessary measures for giving it practical effect. To enable the
persons entrusted with these duties to discharge them efficiently,
it Would be essential that the Officer adrainistering the Govern-
ment should give them his confidence and cordial support, as

"return f~er laborious set, ice, and further to secure their res-
ponsibility, it would be desirable that they should be adequately
paid. It would also be indispensable that one of their number i
should be an able and experienced lawyer.

These legislative members of the Government it is to be
presumed would take office only on the condition Of holding
their appointments so long as they should retain the confidence
of the Legislature. ~ AS regards the Crown their appointments
being made under the authority of the Royal Instructions
would be provisional only, and subject to be confirmed or dis-
allowed by the Crown,.

In the mcautime and during the continuance of the Session
at least, it would probably tend to the public convenience that
the present Secretary, Attorney-General, and Treasurer, should
continue tO hold their offices and to transact the ordinary and
current business of their respective departments,

Ib the absence o£ special authority from Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment, it is not I think within the power of the Officer ad-
ministering the Government to take any measures for carrying
into effect the re~olutlon of the House of Representatives.
further than to prepare the way for opening the principal
offices of the Government to new men, and in the meantime
and as a temporary measure, to add two or three members of
the Assembly to the Executive Council, for the purpose of es-
tab!ishing a recognised and responsible medium of comrrmnica-
tion between the Executive and Legislative branches of the Go-
vernment.

~he course thus suggested is not free from objection ~ add it
~opld no doubt be attended with some difficulty and inC~n-

venience; it proceeds however as far a~, consistently with his
powers and duties, and especially with his position as temporary
administrator of the Government, he can I think prudently be
advised to proceed.

Looking to the views and expectations Of the members of the
Legislature now assembled from all parts of the colony, there is
nO reasonable ground to believe that in the absence of any mea-
sure for securing the representation of the Executive in the
A~embly that the most ordinary and necessary business of the
Government can be successfully conducted through the Cham-
bers. Seeing the strong tendency to Provincial independence;
believing that if the General Government he not strengthened
:he central authority will become virtually powerless ; and that
if the power of the General Government be not now increased,
the opportunity will be lost of limiting and defining the powers
of the Pcovluc’~.l Exccuti’(e~ seaing, tOO, that the temper of
the House is as yet moderate~ and that there appears to be a
disposition on the part of the members to work cordially with
the Government, if met in a conciliatory spirit ; and believing
that ill feeling once aroused would be followed for years by a
mischievous and unprofitable agitation : I think that if the
course above suggested would secure the maintenance of har-
monious relations between the Executive aud Legislative bran-
ehes of the Government, His Excellency would, under all the
:ircumstances of the case, exercise s sound discretion in adopt,

ing it (Signed) WILLIAM SWAINSON,
A ttorney-General,

June 5, t~4.

No. 3.
To His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government

of the Islands of New Zealand.
May it please your Excellency,--

We, the House of Representatives, approach your Excel-
lency for the purpose of submitting to you theaccompanying
resolution which has been adopted by this house, and we r~.
pectfully pray that your Excellency may be pleased to take it
into your serious and early consideratiml.

(Signed) CHAS. CLIFFORD,
Speaker..

House of Representatives,
Auckland, June 6tb, 1854.

Tnemlay, June 6lh, 1854.
Resolved~

That a respectful address he presented by the Speaker to the
Officer Administering the Government’, praying that His Ex-
cellency will be pleased to take the following resolution into
his serious and early Consideration, viz. : " That amongst th~
objects which this house dedres to see accomplished without
delay, both as an essential means whereby the General Govern-
ment may rightly exerfise a due control over the Provincial
Governments, and as a no less indispensable means of obtaining
for the General Government the confidence and attachment of
the people, the most important is the establishment of Min-
isterial Responsibility in the conduct of Legislative and
Executive proceedings by the Governor.

(True extract.)
(Signed) CHAS. CLIFFORD,

Speaker.

MmsaoE No. &
Government House, Auckland 7thJune, 1854.

The Officer Administering the Government has received the
address of the House of Representatives praying that he will
be pleased to take the following resolution into his serious and
early consideration, .’That amongst the objects which this
house desires to see accomplished without delay, both as an
essential means whereby the General Government may rightly
exercise a dueeontrol over the Provincial Government, and ~s a
no less indispensable means of obtaining for the General Govern-
ment the confidence and attachment of the people the most im~
portant is the establishment of Ministerial Responsibility in the
conduct of Legislative and Executive proceediugsby theGover-
nor."

The Officer administering the Government begs to assure the
house that he will approach the consideration of the subject
with a sincere desireto giveeffeet as far as it may be in his
power to do so to the views of the house embodied in the
above resolution.

(Signed) R.H. WYNYARD~
Officer Administering the G~veram~K

To the Honorable the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

Wednesday, June 7lh, 1854.
Resolved--

]’hat this house desires to record the expression of its highest
satisfaction with the message this day read from His Excellency
the Officer administering the Government in reply to the
Address of the house on the subject of Ministerial Respon-
sibility.

( True extra~ 
(Signed} CHAS. CLIFFORD,

Spaaker~
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NO, 4.
Auckland, 10th June, 1854.

In obedience to your Exceliency’s commands I k~tve com-
municated with those gentlemen who would, I conceive, be
able to conduCe the Legislative business of the Government in
the Houseof Representatives, and would be willing to accept
seats in the Executive Council for that purpose, and I have the
honor to name to your Excellency F. A. Weld, Esq., and H.
Sewell, Esq., who, together with myeelf~ are ready to under-
take tlht task.

I beg at the same time to represent to your Excellcoo/that
it would matarlslly facilitate the conduct of ~ti0n, and
would tend to obtain the general confidence of t~.e people if a
fourth member were added to the Executive Council, being an
inhabitant of Auckland. and in a position to represent thespe-
cial interests of the Auckland community ; at the seme time I
regret that I am unable at present tO name such a person to
your Excellency, but I hope to be able to do so in a few
days,

In accepting office for the above purpose, 1 am to expresson
my uwn part aud that of my colleagues, that we do so on the
understanding that in accordance with the arrangement sug-
gested by the Attorney-General. a Bill shall be immediately
iutrodnced into the Honse of l~epresentatives for the purpose
o£securing to the present holders of the offices of Secretary,
Treasurer, and Attorney-General such compensation as the
Rouse may deem to be fair and reasonable upon a full consi.
deratiou of their respective claims, and that those gentlemen
shall resign their offires as soon as the convenience of the public
service shall require it.

I have the houour to be.
Sir,

With the greatest respect, ¯
Your Excellency’s most obedient

humble servant,

(Signed) JAMES EDWARD FITZGERALD.
To His Excellency

The Officer Administering
the Government,

~Copy.)
~’e. &

Government Hou£e,
Auckland, J~ne 10,. 18~4.

£ir,~I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of this day’s date, and in reference thereto, beg
to state I am happy to find you disposed and enabled to carry
out the proposition made to you by me, on receiving a reselu-
tun from the House of Representatives in connection with the
desire of that body for a system of Responsible Government ;
and to acquaint you that 1 shall have pleasure in appointinfi
you, and the ~wo gentlemen named by you, to seats in the Ex-
ec~ttive Council, provisionally, tiU thepleesure of Her Majesty
is known thereon ; and be prepared moreover to repose in you
my entire confidence, while carrying on the Legisiatl.vo busi-
ness of the Government through the Assembly,

The introduction of a fourth member into the Executive
Cnuncil, I conceive uncalled for at present. It might embarrass
the officer appolntedto relieve me, a~l, on the other hand, the
int~astof the Auckland community can never fail to enjoy
protection while the existing members retain their seats in the
Executive Council.

With regard to the third and last point alluded to, I feel
convinced you will agree with me in the inexpediency of my
dlsturbingAn any way, as temporarily, administering the Go-
vernment, the position of those now in office ; at all events till
] am honoured with the views of her Majerty’s Home Govern-
ment on the steps I have already taken. In the meantime I
l~ve not failed to make known to the gentlemen cengerned the,
tenor of your concluding paragraph, in reference to which, no
hesitation, I find, exists on their parts, to meeL the~require-
ments of Her Majesty’s Government. as will be seen by the
enclosed pop~sa of no~es I have received from them on the sub-
ject.

(Signed)
I have the honor, &c.,

R. H. WYNYARD,
Officer Administering

the Government.
To J. E. Fitzgerald, Esq.,

&c,, &c.,
Auckland.

True copy,
~. S. f~|CHMON’D#

Assistant Private Secretary.

(Copy.) No. l.
The Colonial Secretary will be prepared, on a reasonable re-

tifi~g ptovis!ou being made for him, to resign his office, when

the Representative of the Crown shall intimate to him that the
interests of the Colony would be promoted by his doing so.

(Signed) ANDREW SINCLAIR,
Colonial Secretary.

10thJune, 1~4.
True copy,

A, ~. RICHMOND,
Assistant Private Secretary.

(Copy.) No. 2.
The Attorney-General having been appointed by the Crown,

conceives himself to he an officer responsible to the Crown. But
that either with or.with0~t guy retiring provision whatever, if
the Representative of the Crown ~Itll intimate to him that the
interests of the Public Service or of Her Msjerty’s Colonial
subjects would be promoted by his retirement, he will be ready
to retire at any time.

(Signed) WILLIAM SWAINSON,
Attorney-GeneraL

10th June, 1854.
True copy. ¯

A. S. RICHMOND,
bmistmat Private Secretary.

(Copy.) No. 3.
" The Colonial Treasurer having been appointed by the Crown

will be prepared, provided an Act be passed by the Assembly,
making fitting provision for his rettrameBt, immediately to ten-
der his resignation to the Crown, and upon the confirmation of
s~ch Act by the Crown, and the aeceptouce of his re-Mgnatiou,
be prepared immediately to give up office.

(Signed) ALEXANDER SHEPHERD,
Colonial Treasurer.

10th June, 1854.
True copy.

A. S. RICHMOND#
Auistant Private Secretary.

No. 6.

To His Excellency the Officer Administe~ng tim Government.
The House of Representatives humbly epproech yenr Excel.

lency the Officer Adminlsteriflg the Government, and pray that
your Excellency will be pleased to accept an expression of the
high satisfaction and deep sense of obligation towards you with
which this House has regarded your Exeallency’z prompt and
unreserved compliance with their desire, that Ministerial Re-
epou$ibility in the conduct of Legislative and Executive pro.
eeedings by the Governor should be ~tabllahed withoht
delay.

(Signed) CHARLES CLIFFORD,
Speaker,

House of Repreeentatives,
Auckland, June 21st, 1854.

(Copy.) No. 7, dr t.
CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM,

At the commencement of the present session of the General
Assembly a debate took place upon ~ resolution asserting the
necessity of a recognition of the principle of Responsible Gov-
ernment in the sense in which that termt is understood in the
Constitution of England, and has bec~ recently acted on in all
the British Colonies in which repre~mtative institutions are
established. That resolution after a debate of several days
was adopted by the House of Repre~mtativse with but one
dissentient voice.

His Excellency, with the advice of His Executive Council,
hen determined to meet the views of the house, by admitting
to the Executive Council three memben of the House of
Representatives who should held their offices so long aa they
could command the assent of the majority of the legislative
bodies; but it was understood at the same time that the
arrangement then made should be considered to be a provisional
one, as a step townrds the final establislunent of the new sys-
tem of Government so soon as the public service should ten.
der the complete change necessary. It was further determined
that the Attoruey~coeralj who had been appointed to be the
Speaker of the Legislativ~ Comp~it, should eomiuct the Govern-
ment .business in that house| and it was assumed that his
pc~ition as Speaker would form no obstacle to his doing se.
In a short time, however, the dissatisfaction of the Legislative
Council at such an arrangement, rendered it necessary that a
fourth member should be added to the Executive Council with
a seat in the Upper House, charged with the conduct of the
Government business in that body. After full coneideratiou
His Excellency coincided in the necessity of that arrangement.

In this manner the Government was conducted for some weeks
with harmony and success ; several important Bills brought in
by the Government, imperatively necessary for the consolide.
tion and adjustment of the powers granted by the Constitution
Act, were passed, or carried through several stages.

But as the Session advanced, new circumstances arose. A
formidable opposition was formed, which, although hitherto



euecessfuliy met by the Government, rendered it more than
doubtful whether the public business couhl he lnnch longer
conducted in the ttouscs of the Legislature, except by a strong
and consistent Government composed of the holders of the
principal offices in the Executive. it became every day more
apparent that the attempt to cnnduct the Government. in ~:he
Legislative houses of the Assembly, by others than the heads of
the principal Departments could not hut fail; and that the
temporary expedient adopted, could riot 10ng succeed:

It is to be observed, that, that attempt was one never before
tried ; ,there I~in~[ no instance of a colonial government being
conducted i~ :the Le~glslatill’e ek~cept by theExecutive ’Officers of
the government in person.

The result of the proceedings of a Committee of the ho~se
on the subject of the public revenues and expenditure since the
expiration of the last Appropriation Bill. ten montl)s ago,
tended materially to lessen’ the ~:onfidence of the honse and the
public in th¢,g~vernrnent.as at present constituted.

Thepublic havehad befoi’6 them in a definite and tangible
shape the exlstelace And the results of a policy in the manage-
ment of the revenues, in the administration of the Crown
lands, and 4n various departments of th~ public service,
which are eminently distasteful to the great mass of the popu-
lation.

The result has been the growth of a general feeling ef inset.
curity in" the minds of the public, beth in and ont of the

country would be, that the present holders of office should
)lace their resignations at His Excellency’s disposal, and that

sO soon as theExecutive Government Bill shall have passed,
His Excellency should accept those resignations, antl should
appoint to the offices of Government under that Bill, such
persons having seats in the Houses of the Legislature as he
may deem best able to conduct the affairs of government in
accordance with the views of the Legislative bodies.

(J.) E. FITZGERALD,
(Signed)

t F. A. WELD,
T. H. BARTLEY~
H. SEWELL.

True Copy,
A. S. RICHMOND,

Assistant Private Secretary,

No. 8.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Auckland,

Is[ August, 1854~
Slr,~Having concurred with the other Members of the Exe..~

cutive Council in advising your Excellency to take such steps
as may be in your power for securing the representation of the~
Government in the Legislature ’~by persons having seats in the
Assembly. I have now the honour to tender the resignation of
my office as Colonial Secretary of New Zealand~ which 1 have

Houses of the Assembly, as to the conduct of the public bus( held for a period of upwards of ten years, in order that as far

ness of the country, and a gener:d determination, which there as depends upon myself no difficulty may stand in the way ef
is every reason to believe exists on the part, not 0nly of the the attainment of a great public object, aml I have to request
opponents of the government, but also of its supporters in the ]that ~our Excellency will be pleased to accept my rex:gnat:ell

as early as the public serwce will permJt m, order that mhouse, not to grant the supplies necessary to carry on the ) ..... " ’ ! ." ¯ " . Y ’
appointment may interpose no difficulty m theway of the estaservice of the g0vemrbeut, unless upon the constitutional f .... ’ . . . . . "
bhshment of Mmlsterml Responslblhty m the conduct ofsecurity (derived from the presence of the principal holders of 
public affalrsoffice in the Houses of the Legislsture and the responsibility of " " ¯

their tenure of those offices) that the administrat on of the go- .I have the honour, &c.
vernment would for the future be conducted in accordance (Signed) ANDREW SINCLAIR.
with the will of the Ldgislaturc.

This feeling has been increased by the consideration that in
the Bills laid before the House of Representatives by the go-
vernment, it has.bgeu fmmd necessary to ask for, very consi-
derable powers being entrusted to the Executive in the adminis-
tration of the functions which those Bills piop0sed to create ;
and it is argued with reason that the Legislature would not be
justified in granting such extensive a-dministrative power, unless
ample guarantee were affordedj that those powers would be
extrcised ul~laef~h~ebnstttutional* cbntrnt Of the ISegislature.

-Upon the whole it is apparent that the government of the
Colony can be no longer conducted on the t resent footing: and
it:is more than probable that should the present arrangements
continue, a very serious difficulty will be experienced in ob-
taining the supplies for tim public service.

Colonial Secretary
[True Copy.]

A. S. RICHMOND,
Acting Clerk of Executive Council.

NO. 9. ’
If in the opinion of the Leg:slat:re Members of the Execu-

tive Council it would tend to facilitate the cenduct of the Pub-
lic Business through the Legislature during the present se~ioo,
the Attorney-Oeneral will place them in a position to state to the
Assembly that he has already forwarded to the Secretary of
State through His Excellency the resignation of his office, in
order that so far as may depend upon himself a full and fair
trial may as early as possible be made of the principle of
Ministerial Responibility in the conduct of the Government.

(Signed) WM. SWAINSON~The present holders of the unofficial seats in the Executive
¯ Council would be acting in neglect of their duty to his Excel- I Aueust Is: 1854 AttomeysGeneraL

leney, ~o their constituents, and to themselves, did they con- I ~ ,_ ’ ,~ ".
tinue @ hold office under an arrangement of which the only I Ilrue ~PYl
result must be to embroil the Executive with the Legislature, I ~" ~" ttiCHalONEl~Acting Clerk of Executive Councik S
at a moment when the whole interests of the colony are deeply !
concerned in conducting’the Government with harmony. [

There appear t~be hut three courses open. First, that the
present unofficial members of the Executive Council should
be. replaced by others, should any such be found, who will
accept seats eu the understanding that the present arrange- !
naents shall be preserved. Secondly, that the Government
shall be restored to the old form, and shall be carried on without
any unofficial Members in the Executive Council. And thirdly
that the present halders of office shall resign, and the Govern-
ment be re-constituted on the ordinary responsible basis.

It is quite obvious that in the two first of these cases an
immediate prorogation, probably a] dissolution of the General
Assemb]ff must follow, and the Government of the Colony
must be carried on for many months longer without any legal
appropriation of the public revenues. The organization of the
l~ublie Departments consist~tly with the requirements of the
New Constitution, a measure loudly called for by the present
state of all public bnsiness~ must be delayed for an indefinite
time; and a conflict fraught with danger to the peace and well
being of the Colony will inevitably arise between the General
and Provincial Governments ; a conflict which cannot but end
in the augmentation of the powers of the latter to such an ex-
tent as seriously to endanger the unity of the Colony as a
whole.

The third course propoled will have an exactly opposite
result. The present holders of office,have already signified
their readiness to retire. - It is understood as a sine qua non
that proper pensions shall be provided for them on
so doing. The:principle is.admitted that the tenure of
these offices is to be changed so soon as the service of the coun-
try shall demand it. ’/’hat is asserted by the Executive Govern-
ment Bill now before the House. The only question left is one
ef time, and that consideration it is presumed is not one of such
importance as to justify the risk of such grave consequences as
delay may produce. Under these circumstances that the wisest
course, tile course most consistent with the best interests of the

The Colonial Treasurer stated that he would adhere to the ’
original statement made by him on the 10lh of Jane last. .... ’

True Extract.
A.S. RIOHMOND,

Acting Clerk of Executive Council.

No. I0.
Auckland, 2nd August, 1854.

Sir,~
! bag respectfully to request that your ~xcellency will

he pleased to accept the resignation of my seat in the Executiva
Council

I have the houour to be, &e.,,
(Signed) HENRy SEWELt~

His Excellency the Officer Administering
the Government,

(True copy.)
A. S. RICHMOND,

Acting Clerk of Executive Councib

No. II.
Executive Council Office,

. 2nd August, 18.54,
Sir,~

As I feel that my preseue~ i~the Exeeuti’ce Council ca~
no longer be of public service, I most respectfully beg to re-
sign my seat in that Council into yonr gxeellency’s hands~

I have the,henour, &c.,
(Sigued) FREDK. WELD,

His Excellency the Officer administering
the Government.

True copy.)
A. S. Rtc~Mo~u,

Acting Clerk of Executive Counci.

No. lIL
Auckland, 2nd August, 1354i

Sir,~With every feeling of respecb I have to request thai;
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you will he pleased to accept the resignation of my seat in the
Executive Council.

1 have the honour. &c., &e..
(Signed) T.H. BARTLEY.

His Excellency the Ofiicer Administering
the Goverm~ent.

{ True cop~.) ,.
A. S. RrcB~o~.

Acting CleYk of Executive Council.

No. 13.
Reply to Memorandum of the Is*: August, 1854.

Beyond the simple fact of accepting the resignation of the
Colonial Secretary, and filling the position by ~ gentleman from
the House of Representatives, I could not think of going, Te
require the holders of office to resign their posts tin [ am
favoured with the views of the Crown on the steps I have
taken, would not only be at variance with the original under-
standing, and beyond what I conceive my powers to be, but a
want of proper respect on my part to the Home authorities.

On assuming my present office, I found three recognised Go-
vernment officers as my advisers in the Executive Coutfcil.
Circumstances occurred to induce me to introduce to that
council three members from the House’ of Representatives, and
subsequently a member from the Legislative Council, making a
majority of new members.

I found also, on coming itao office tI~e old farm of General
Government in existence. I am now called upon to form an
entire new form of Government, without even a refermme to
my Sovereign I thus throwing on me~ during m~ temporary
Administration of the Government, a grave responsibility, which
[ am not prepared or disposed to bear.

I have sanctioned the link between tlm A~semlfly and the Go-
vernment, by the introduction of four members into the Exe-
cutive Council. I am prepared to accept the Colonial Secre-
tary’s resignation (subject to confirmation) if vohr~tarily laid
before m~: hut I am not prepared to disturb the officers ap-
pointed b?/ the Crown, Or in any way to establish a new form oit

Government in the Colony of New Zealand without reference
Home.

If-the formation of entire ResponsiMe Government is in
keeping with the views of the authorities at home, the arirange-
ment is only a matter of time, a few week~--if, ou the other
hand, it is not the wish of the Home Government, it is the
more nece~ary I should wait instructions for my further
guidance. (Signed) R.H. WYNYARD.

Government House. Auckland,
iJ audu~, l~

True copy.
A. S. RtCHMOND~

Acting Clerk Executive Council.
No. 14.

(Copy)
Auckland, 2nd August, ~854.

Str,~
Having tendered to your Excellency such advice as I was con-

seientioudy bound to tender, respecting the steps which in my
opinioreare absolutely necessary in order that the government
of the colony may be conducted with harmeny and benefit to
the colonists, and your Excellency having deemed yourself
bound to reject such advice, I have the honor te request that
your Excellency will be pleased to accept of my resignation of
a seat in the Executive Council.

Lhave the honour. &e., &c..
(Signed) JAMES ED. ~’IT~GI~RALD.

His Excellency the GrOcer Administering
the Government.

(True Copy.)
A. ~. RICHMONn,

Acting Clerk of Executive Council.

MESSAGE No. 26,
The Officer administering the Government

has received from the House of Representatlve%
anAddress, dated the 4lh instant, enclosing the
copy of a Resolution passed by them on that day,
embodying a Resolution passed by them on the
3rd, whlc~ last Resolution re.asserts their Reso-
lution of the 6th of June on the subject of Res-

House his unqualifie’~I assistance, by assenting
to any Bill which they may pass ibr that
purpose, and most earnestly requesting that the
Imperial Government will give effect.te its provi-
sions.

In the meanwhil~ he refers the Huuse to his
Messages No. 25, and once more ~ssnres them,
not only of his readiness, but of his most anxious
wish, to concur wifl] them in immediately giving
to the principle of Responsible Government the
utmost practical effect, not exceeding his powers
under the Constitution. Short of any Viola:
lion ~r evasion of the Constitution Adt, he is
ready to comply with any proposal that the
House may see fit to make to him.

With this view, he is now only waiting for
an answer from the House to his Message, No.
25, in order to devote himself to the business of
forming an Administration as responsible to the
two Houses of the Legislature, as it can be
made without infringing the Constitutional law
by which the House and himself are equally
bound.

R. H. WYNYARD,
(TtIieer administering the Govelalment,

Government House, Auckland,
gth Art ~ust, 1854.

HoUse of Representatives,
Auckland, August 4, 1854.

SIRI~
I have the honor to transmit herewith an

Address passed by this House this evening, an4
also the accompanying resolutions which were
unanimously passed on the evening of yesterday~
the 3rd instant.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) CHARLES CLIFFORD,

Speaker,
His Excellency

The Ot~cer Administering
the Government.

To His Excellency the Officer Adminhterin[~ the Govertlment,
&C., ~C,

We, Her Majest~’~ faithful subjects the Commons of NeW
Zealand il~ their House of Representatives assembled, desire te
express to your E~eeliency our deep regret at the circumstances
which have resulted in the resignation of four members of your
Excellency’s Executive Council.

We desire to lay before your Excellency t]’te accompanying
Resolutions whicll the ttouse of Repr~utatives have felt it
theirduty to adopt on ,tl~is occasion, end reslm~tfully to pray
that your E~eelleucy will be pleased te take the same into
your serious and early consideration.

We beg to assure your Excellency of our deep and earnest
wish to co-operate with your Excellency in any measure whiOt
your Excellency. may deem it right to aden, so far as our
duty to our country will permit, for placing the Got,er~
ment of this Colony upon a permanent basis.

(Signed) CHARLES CLIFFORD,
Speaker.

House of Representatives,
Auckland, 4th August, 1854.

EXTRACT
From the 1KiuuteS of the Proceedings of the House of

Representatives,
Friday, A~t 4th~ 1854.

Resolved~
That an Address be presented to His Excellency the Officer

~mOnSible Government, and calls for its full and Administering the Government, embodying the following reso-
mediate recognition in practice, lution o’f August 3rd.--That this ttoUse deems it necessary to

In~epty, the Officer administering the Gove~~ reassert the principle that amongst the objects which this
House desires to see accomplished without delay, both as au

ment a~ures the House of his sympathy with essential means whereby the General Gpvernment may rightly
their wishes for the complete establishment of exercise a due control over theProvincial Governments, and
Ministerial Responsibility as part of the Consti- a no less indispensable means of’obtaining for the General Go-
tution of Iqew Zealand ; and to the furtherance vernment the confideuce and attachment of the people, the

OF +1~;~ a~d l~r v~aa~ ~f nlt~vlncr fh~ ~nat, ii’afl’.inR
[most important is the establishment of Ministerial Respon,

" ~’~ ~’.~-~ :~" ............ ~ ""~ ~ ..... :’---77" ’ sibility in the conduct of Legislative and Executive proeeedingt~
In a constitutional manner, no tenaers to me i by the Governor, and furthermore that in the opinion of this



House the time has arrived whl~n the safety of the Colony
demands the full recognition of that principle by the appoint-
mevt to the principal oHces of the Government, of those who
possess the confidefice~ both of His Excellency and of both tlm
lqo~ases of theLegislature.

True Extract.
’{Signed) CIIA, RLE$ CLIFFORD,

SpeatCe:.

Colonial See-reta~y’s Office, Auckland,
2~d AugUst, t 8~4.

H IS ExC~ellency the Omcer ~dministe6ng
¯ the Oovernment, directs it to’be no-

tiffed for general i~fOrmati~n, th,~t the under-,
mentioned Gentlemen have this day resignec~
thei¢ seats in the Executive {~ouncil :-

JAMES EDWARD FITZGERALD, Esq.,

HENRY SEWELL, Egq..

FREDERICK ALOYSlUS WELD, Esq.
THOMAS ~’~OUGHTON BARrLEY~ Esq.

By His Exccllency’s command,
ANDREW SINCLA:R,

Colonial Secretary~

Printed by WIr LIa.~IS0~ & WzLsos~ for the New Zealand Government.


