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Superlntende~t’s Office,
¯ -. ................. ~A~eklattd, July 28th, 1857.

¢]~I’IE following Correspondence, in eontinu-
I ation of that contused in the Provincial
~overnment Gazette of June 25th ult., is
published for general information.

J. WILLIAMSON,

Superintendent.

Superintendent*s Office, Auckland,
13th July, 1857.

Sir,--Advertlnff to your letter No. 326 of
~late June 25th ultimo, I have the honour to
transmit enclosed copy of a letter addressed by
me on the 10th instant, to .the Resident Magls-
£rate, reqnestlng to be informed whether the
Electoral Roll of the Province of Auckland for
the current year had been formed and signed,
in order that I might be enabled to give to his
Excellency’s Government official intimation of
~,he fact.

A request was m~de to Mr. Beckham on Sa-
turday for an immediate reply; to which answer
was returned, that it would be for’warded in
"due course ;" no reply having yet been received,
I am apprehensive that Mr. Beekham~ .regal~ling
himself as an officer of the General Government,
may be of opinion that the application for the
information required should have been made
from your office.

I have, &c.,

I I I" ~¯

[ Enclosure. ]

Superlntendent’s Office, ~_ff~k~ani]
10th July, 1857.

Sm,--I have the honor to request that you
will inform me whether the Electoral Roll of
the Province of Auckland for the cm’rent year
has been formed and signed.

I have, &c,
J. WILLIAMSON,

Superintendent.
The Resident Ma~strate,

Auckland.

Superlntendeut’s Office,
Auckland, July 14th, 1857.

S[R,--I have the honor to transmit here-
with for the information of his Excellency’s
Government, copy of a letter received from the
Resident Magistrate on the subject of the pub-
lication of the new Electoral Roll for this Pro-
vince, together with copy of a letter addressed
by me to that officer.
r I have, as you will perceive, proposed to give
the Resident Magistrate sufficient clerical as-
sistance, and I entertain no doubt that, with
his concurrence, the Electoral Roll may be pub-
lished within fourteen days from this date~

I have, &e., &e.,
J. WlLLIAbISOlff,

Superintendent.J. WILLIAMSONj
Superintendent. I The tlonbl, the

Colonial Secretary.The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
i
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E E~closure. ]
Resident Maglstrate’s Court,

Auckland, 14th July, 1857.
Sn%mAdvertlng to your Honor’s letter of

the 10th inst., requesting me to state "whether
the Electoral Roll of the Province of Auckland
for the current year has been formed and
signed," 1 have the honor to state that the
"Lists and Roll" which form the Electoral Roll
for the ensuing year have been made and signed,
and will be completed ready to be placed in the
printer’s hands in about six weeks.

~-% I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your Honor’s most obedient, d
humble servant,

THOS. BECKHAM,
Resident Magistrate.

[Enc/o~re.]
S uperintendent’s Office Auckland,

14th July, 1857.

Sm,~]~have the honour to~acknowledge the
receipt Of your letter of this day’s date in which
you state that the" List and Roll which form
the Electoral Roll for the ensuing year, have
been made and signed," and will be completed
and ready to be placed in the printer’s hands in
abo "-- -- --b at szx weeks.

As it is ¢~fimportancethat the Electoral Roll
d~mld be ~nte;d and published at the earliest

:~ :L~sible ~od, and assuming that thenecessity
m~i~g a fair copy of the Roll for t]ie piffnter

is the sole cause of the delay in publication, I
.have now to acquaint you that the Provincial

to provide such
° ~slst~nce as you may find necessary, in order

:~Lat tho FAectoral Roll may be published within
i~ourteen~days from this date.

I have, &c.,
J. WILLIAMSO~r,

Superintendent.
The Resident Magistrate,

Auckland.

Superlntendent’s Office,
Auckland, July 16th, 1857.

SIR,~With reference to my letter of date
14th inst., I have the honor to transmit eu-
elased copy of a letter received from the Resi-
dent Magistrate, together with copy of the re-
ply addressed to that officer.

I have, &c., &c.,
J. WILLIAM~0N,

Superintendent.
To the Honbl. the

Colonial Secretary.
[ Enclosure. ]

.~ Resident Magistrate’s Court,
Auckland, 15th July, 1857.

~a% Advertlng to your Honor~s letter of
the 14th inst., acquainting me "that it is of
importance that the Electoral Roll should be
printed and published at the earliest possible

~eriod," and "that the Provincial Government
prepared to provide such clerie~tl assistance

as I may find necessary, in order that the Elec-
toraU Roll may be published within fourteen
days from this date," I have the honor to
state, that with the assistance of four or five
extra clerks, and office accommodation, which

the Government may possibly obtain in the Su-
preme Court, the Electoral Roll for the ensuing
year may be completed for publication within
the desired period.

It is my intention to place each Electoral
Division in the printer’s hands as it is com~
pleted, which will facilitate your Honor’s views.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your Honor’s most obedient,
humble servant,

THos. BE CKHAM,
Prin-eil~. Returning Officer.

His Hon~the Superlnt~ent,
Auckland. ~ °~

[Enclosure. ~
~uperintendent’fOffice, Auckland,

16th July, 1857.
SxR,~With reference to your letter No. 107,

of date 15th inst., I have the honor to inform
y~ that office accommodation for the extra
clips to be employed in coping the Electoral
Roll will be afforded bythe,Sheriff, and that
the clerks will be instructed to attend at ~,our
office to-m%r~mw morning to receive your direc-
tions.

I have, &c.,
o J. WILLIAM80:~,

The Resident ~"
Superintendent.

Magmtrate,
Auckland.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Auckland, July 18th, 1857. :

Sn%~I have to seknowtedge the receipt, of
your Honor’s letters of the numt~ers and dates

noted in the margin, cover-
No.N°" 97,10415thi4th July,~4 ]857.do., ing copies of a correspondence
(dated bymilt~June.) withthe Resident Magistrate
IOth July

at Auckland, respecting the
new Electoral Roll for this Province.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your Honor’s most obedient servant,
E. W. STAFFORD.

His Honor the Superintendent,
Auckland.

Supe14.ntendent’s Office,
Auckland, 17th July, 1857.

d S -- aye ng to your ter 26, ofate ,Juue ~bth, Ultimo, in which you intimate
that .his Excellency, with the advice of the
Executive Council, has been pleased to deter-
mine to dissolve the Auckland Provincial
Council at the earliest possible period which
will admit of the recent claimants whose names
may be placed on the Electoral Roll now in
cou~rse of f~rmatlon taking part.in the elections
eolasequent upon that dissolution, I have the
h0nour to inform you that two resignations of
seats in ’the Provincial Council were addressed
to me, and received at this office yesterday.

In accordance with the provisions of clause
12 of the New Zealand Constitution Act, it is
imperative on me forthwith to issue writs for
the election of new members to serve in the
places so vacated.

On reference to my letter of yesterday’s
date, it will be seen that the Electoral Roll for
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this Province will be completed and published
within fourteen days from this time. I am un-
willing, by the issue of new writs, to canse
expenses to be incurred for elections which, in
view of a speedv dissolution of the Provincial
Council, may be’regarded as unnecessary, and
I have, therefore, to request that you will be
good enough to inform me, with the least
possible delay, at what period his Excellency
will be pleased to dissolve the Provincial
Council.

I have, &c.,
J. WILLZAMSON,

Superintendent.
The Honorable

The Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Auckland, July 18th, 1857.

Sm,--I have the honor to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, No. I
104, informing me that two resignations of:
seats in the Provincial Council were received
by you on the 16th instant, suggesting that in
view era speedy dissolution of the Auckland i
Provincial Council (the new Electoral Roll
being almost on the point of completion) it
would be inexpedient that you should proceed
to the issue of Writs for the election of new
members to serve in the places so vacated--
and requesting to be informed, with the least
possible delay, at what period His Excellency
will be pleased to dissolve the Provincial
Council.

In replying to your Honor’s question it ap-
pears necessary that I should refer to the terms
of your letter of the 22nd ultimo, in which you
requested the dissolution of the Provincial
Council, wherein you state " The circumstances
"which in my opinion have rendered a dissolu-
"flea necessary are the following :--In the late
,, °Session of the Council the return of a member
"for the District of the Suburbs of Auckland
"having been disputed, the sitting member
" resigned, and a Writ for a new Election was
"thereupon issued by me. During the cur-
"reney of that Writ a minority of the Provin-
"cial Council adopted a resolution declaring the

Petmoner duly elected, and he, thereupon was
"introduced to the Council. Within afew days
"the member, returned upon the Writ, pre-
" sented himself" and took his seat, when there
"appeared to be twenty-flve members in the

Council. During the efforts made by the
" majority to rescind the resolution before men-

tioned, the difficulty caused by the presence of
"the extraordinary member presented itself, and
"the members were locked up on division, upon

",, the first Occasion f’)r’ 24 hours, and upon the
second for 30 hours. I then prorogued the

"Council."
Further on in ~he same letter you state--

"The hope which 1 expressed in the message
"that upon mature reflection abetter understand-
"ing amongst the members of the Council might
"be arrived at, has not been realised. Indeed,
"it has lately been intimated to me by the re-

eogmsed leader of the opposition, that the pre-
"sent Council is incapable of any action what-
"ever."

From the above paragraphs it would appear

therefore that you grounded .your request for
a dissolution upon the existence of a technical
difficulty, from which the Council seemed
unable to extricate itself, arising out of the
conflicting claims of two persons to one seat.

It is a matter of notoriety that the contend-
ing claimants of the seat for the Suburbs of
Auckland were Mr. David Graham and Mr.
Daldy, and although your Honor in your com-
munication now under reply does not inform
me of the names of the persons whose resigna-
tions have been forwarded to you, t assume,

I from letters which the two gentlemen above
named have separately addressed to me com-
municating the fact of their resignations, that
the resignations just received by you are those
of these gentlemen.

Whilst, therefore, it appears that the soYe
ground assigned by your Honor for a Dissolu-
tion of the Provincial Council was the existence
of the technical difficulty above referred to, it
further appears that both claimants of the con-
tested seat have now surrendered their rights
to it and that the difficulty is at an end.

As the decision of the Governor in Council’
to accede to your request for a dissolution was
based on no other ground than that which was
assigned by yourself, and has been taken away
by the resignations you have received, it is im-
possible now to act upon that decision. Should
your Honor, however, desire that the question
of a dissolution of the Provincial Council be
again submitted to his Excellency in Council,
),Our wish shall be complied with. Atthe same
time, I think it proper to observe that only very
cogent reasons would be deemed to justify the
Government in putting any :Province, at so short
an interval, to the expense and other serious in-
conveniences of a general election.

As regards the form of the Writ, which under
present circumstances it has become your duty
to issue, I would suggest that any recital whic~
the W~rit may contain should be couched in
general terms, or that a form similar to that
now in use by the General Government, copy
of which is enclosed, should be employed by
your Honor on this occassion.

I have the honour’to be,

, Sir,
Your Honor s most obedient servant,

E. W. STA~FO~D.
His Honor the Superintendent,

Auckland.

Superintendent’s Office,
Auckland, July 20th, 1857.

Sm,~I have the honor to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter, of date July 18th inst.,
in which, in reply to my request that you would
inform me at what period His Excellency will
be pleased to dissolve the Provincial Council,
ou state, that the ground upon which the de-Yl ¯ ¯ ¯

elslon of the Governor m Council to accede to
my request for a dissolution was based, having
been taken away by the resignation of their
seats in the Council by Mr. David Graham and
Mr. Daldy, it is impossible now to act upon
that decision. You add, that should I desire
that the question of a dissolution of the Pro-
vineial Council be again submitted to His Ex-
cellency in Council, my wish shall be complied
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with; ~md you suggest tha~ any recital which
the writ which it has now become my duty to
issue may contain, should be couched in gene-
ralterms, or, that a form similar to that now in
use by the General Government should be em-
ployed by me on this occasion.

It has now become necessary that i should
set out, for your information, in greater detail,
the circumstances under which Mr. David
Graham obtained a seat in the Auckland Pro-
Vincial Council, and the occurrences which, con-
sequent upon that event, necessitated the pro-
rogation of the Council.

On the 30th January ult., the Provincial
Council, on motion by Mr. Joseph May,
adopted the following resolution :--

"That as the petitioner, David Graham, has
been placed m a majority by the Reports of

"the Select Cummittee appointed to report
"upon the disputed election for the Suburbs,
"the petitioner ought, therefore, to be the
"sitting Member; and that this Council ~
"hereby determine that David Graham iS~a
"Member of this Council, elected for the
" Suburbs of Auckland."

This resolution was carried by the casting
vote of the Speaker.

On the 3rd February following, the Message
No. 41, with its enclosures (copy annexed
marl~ A), was transmitted to the Council
and With reference to this Message, I beg leave
to direct your attention to an extract from the
Votes and Proceedings of the Provincial
Council (marked B), forwarded herewith.

On the 4th February a writ was returned to
flfis:offie~ bearing the following indorsement:-

"I do hereby declare, that the undermen-
l:g "tinned gentleman has been duly elected to serve
"as a Member of the Provincial Council, for the
~’ Province of Auckland, for the wlthin-named
~’ District,

"~¢ WILLIAM CRUSH D.tLDY, Esq.

" TltOMA8 BECKHA~I,
"Provincial Returning Officer."

This return has not been amended. On the
6th February Captain Daldy, introduced by
Mr. R. Graham and Mr. T. Henderson, took his
seat in the Council. I am bound to recognise
the validity of the writ issued by myself, and
to regard Captain Daldy as being duly
elected to the vacant seat. But the Provinci,M
Council has given that seat to Mr. Graham,
and the Speaker of the Council has ruled that
he could not put any resolution which would
have the effect of rescinding that resolution.

Mr. David Graham and Mr. Daldy have
separately, by wrY.tint under their hands (copy
of each, marked C, annexed), resigned their res-
pective seats.

If i issue-a writ for the e]ectlon of a mem-
ber to serve- in the Counc~l in room of Mr.
Daldy, 1 ~irtually abrogate a resolution of the
Council, declared to be judicial andirreversible;
,and I thus bring myself irtto direct collision
with that body, It’ I issue a writ for the
election of a member to ,serve in the Council
in room of Mr. Graham, I ignore the validity
t)fa writ issued by myself. If I adopt the
sn~gestion,~o you have been so good as to make,
and attom;;t to evade, the difficulty by issuing a

writ for the election of one member instead of
the two who have resig’ned, and by nsing a form
of writ, different from that now in use, containing
a vague, recital,--I feel assured that the right
of any member elected upon such writ to sit
in the Council" might be successfully assailed,
and that it would be competent for a member
of the Council, by re-opening the question dur-
ing the session, agmn at any moment to arrest
the action of the Council.

in this view I am sustained by the opinion of
the members of my Executive Council, by whom
the resolutions (copy annexed, marked D) have
been unanimously adopted.

Under these circumstartces, I feel hound
strictly to pursue the course which the ~Tew
Zealand Constitution Act prescribes, and to
issue writs for the election of members in the
room of those whose resignations have been
made. I am advised to use the form df writ
which has been heretofore invariably employed
in such cases, and which was drawn up by the
gentleman who, formerly Law Officer of this
Province, is now Her Majesty’s Attorney-
General for ~Tew Zealand.

The refusal of His Excelleney’s Government
to accede to a request preferred by me on a
former occasion, caused the loss to me of the
support, as members of my Executive, of two
members of the Provincial Council. I have
this day received a letter (copy of which, marked
E, is annexed) from Messrs. Buckland, Brennan,
and Merriman, members of the Provincial
Council, intimating that, in the event of a dis-
solution being now refused, they will also resign
their seats in my Executive Council. I have
the honour to forward herewith copy of letter
(marked F) addressed in January last :>to Mr.
T. Henderson, offering for his acceptance a seat
in the Executive Council, Wffether with copy
of his reply thereto.

The Provincial Government Act requires
that at least one-half of the members of the
Executive Council shall be members also of the
Provincial Council. I should not be able to
select from amongst the members of the Pro-
vincial Council, as at present constituted, gen-
tlemen in whom I could confide, who, ~g
competent, would be willing to undertake the
conduct of the public business. The difficulties
which I should experience in carrying on the
Government will be thus sufficiently evident.

It will be remembered that my own election
as SUperintendent took place at a period subse-
quent to the election of the present Provincial
Council, and that I was chosen to carry out a
policy which differed essentially from the policy
of my predecessor and of his nmjority in the
Provincial Council.

In consequence of the proceedings in the
Council during the late session, I have been
compelled to take upon myself the responsibility
of carrying on the public works and of defray-
ing the cost of the Provincial estah]ishments for
the current year without an Appropriation Act.
I desire, therefore, to afford the electors of this
Province, frorawhom I derive my authority, an
opportunity of expressing their opinion as totho
mode in which thatanthority has been exercised
and generally upon the conduct of the Provinoial
Council; and ]E venture to assure His Execllcncy’s
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.g~overnment, that the great majority of tile peo-

~nlC of Auckland, by whom the "expenses and
conveniences" of a general election must be

¯ borne, concur with me in desiring a speedy dis-
solution of the Comacil.

Having thus slmwn that the difficulty caused I
-by the presence of an extraordinary member in
the Provincial Council, though apparently re-
moved by the resignations of Messrs. Graham
andDaldy, has not in fact beenso removed; hav-
ing shown that there is no reasonable cer-
tainty that, with the Council as at present con-
stituted, the business of the Government can be
carried on; or that the Council would be per-
mitted to proceed to the consideration of mea-
sures urgently required for the public welfare, I
_beg leave to express my desire that "the ques-
tion of a dissolution may be again submitted to
the Governor in Council, and that, for the sake
of the order and good government of this Pro-
~vince, His Excellency may be advised at once
to dissolve the Auckland Provincial Council.

’ " "! have, &c.,
J. WILLIX~SO~,

Superintendent.
The Honorable the

" Colonial Secretary.
L

.E~NcLOSURES,

Message I~o. 41.
The Superintendent submits for consideration

~by the Provincial Council copy of a letter ad-
dressed to him by the Provincial Law Officer.

?With reference to the subject therein men-
tioned, the Superintendent informs the Provin-
cial Council that, on the 20th January ultimo,
a letter (copy of which, marked b., is annexed)
~-as received from Daniel Pollen, Esq., one of
the representative~ for the Suburbs of Auckland.
~intimating thathe had resigned his seat in the
l~rovincial Council for that dlstrict. Whereup-
on, in accordance with the provisions of clause
12 of the Constitution Act, the Superintend-
ent forthwith issued a writ for the election of a
new member to serve in the place so vacated.

Finding, however, that a question has arisen
respecting the vacant seat, the Superintendent
refers that question to the Provincial Council
for its determination.

J. WILLL~rSON,
Superintendent.

Superintendent’s Office,
Auckland, 3rd February 1857.

A.
Auckland, 2nd February, 1857.

Sm,--I have the honor te bring under your
notice the fact that the Provincial Council
Bare, by a vote passed on Friday last, deter-
mined that Mr. David Graham is a member¯ of
the Council elected for the Suburbs of Auck-
Iand. As I am of opinion that Mr. Graham
has not any right to sit and vote in the Provin-
vial Council, I beg to suggest t o you the pro-
priety of again bringing the question before
the Council by a Message, referring the ques-
tion of a Vacancy, caused by the resignation of
Dr. Pollen, for determination under the llth
clause of the Constitution Act.

I have, &c.,
~REDK. W. MERRIMAN,

ProvinciaJ Law Officer.

~is Honor the Buper’mten~ent.

5. Auckland, Jan.~ 20th, 1857.
Sra,--I have the honor to intimate that I

this day resign my seat in the Provincial
Council ibr the District of the Suburbs of Auck,
land.

I have, &c.,
I-Its Honor DANIEL POLLEN.

the Superintendent. ’ ¯
B.

On the motion of Mr. Merriman the enclo:
sure to Message No. 41 wasread by the Clerk.

[I3ae Council proceeded to consider his Ho-
nor’s Message 1~o. 4i.

Mr. Merriman movedthe following res01u.tion
--That the Councilhavingproceeded to consi-
der the Superintendent’s Message No. 41, res-
pecting a vacancy which lately occurred in the
Provincial Council by the resignation Of Daniel
Pollen the Representative returned for
the Suburbs of Auckland on the 3rd
December last, ahd the issue of a new
wr{t " in consequence of such resigna-
tion, hereby determines that such resignation
was in accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution Act, and that thereupon a seat in
the Provincial Council became yacant, and that
the new writ for the election of a member for
the Suburbs was legally issued, and that the re-
sclution passed by the Council on Friday last
that Mr. D. Graham is a member o£ the Council
for the Suburbs of Auckland, is hereby repeat-
ed.

The Speaker, on a point of order raised
by Mr. Carletou, ruled that the resolution cotdd
not be put without notice previously given.

Mr. Merriman moved that standing order
No. 31 be suspended for the purpose ofmovlng
the resolution without notice.

"Q~estion put, that standing order No. S1 be
suspended.

Discussion ensued.
Motion for the suspensionof standing order

No. 31 carried.
Mr. Merriman, as a preliminary step

towards moving the resolution which he ha~d
been prohibited from moving prior to the
suspension of standing order :No. 81, now
moved that the resolution adopted by the Council
at ~he last meeting determining that David
Graham is a member of this Council, be read by
the Clerk.

The Speaker ruled that he could not put
any resolution which would have the effect of
rescinding the resolution referred to by Mr.
Merriman.

Mr. Merrdman, appealing to the Speaker,
wished to be informed whet;her the reading of
the r esolu.tlon wculd have the 6fleet of rescind-
ing it.

The Speaker stated that he had not under-
stood Mr. Merriman’s motion to be confined to
the mere reading of the resolution, and ex-
pressed his willingness to put the resolution in
that form.
Mr. Merriman respectfully declined the

proposition, as the Speaker hadalready decided
on the question which that resolution was
intended to bring before the Council.

Mr. Merriman moved, and Mr. Buckland
seconded~ the following resolution, which the
Speaker declined to put~That the Council



s0
~iavlng proceeded to consider the Superinten-
ddaC~s~Message No. 41, resl~eb~in~ a vacanev
which lately occurred in the ~rovmeial Council
by~ the resignation of- Daniel - Pollen; the
representative returned for the. Suburbs of
.At/el~land’on the 3rd December last, and the
issue of a new wrfi’t in. consequence of such
resignation, hereby determines that such
resignation was inaccordance with the provisions
Of the Constitution Act.

c.
Aueklahd, July 16th, 1857.

To His Honor.the Superintendent.

, Sm,--I herewith resign my seat in the
Aueldmid Provincial Council:

1 have; &c.,
WILLIAM C. DALDY.

C.
.Ad~kland, July 16th, 1857.

. Sm,--:I have, the honor to inform you that
i this day resign : my Seat in the Provincial

:Council for ,the :.DistricV of the Suburbs of
Auckland.

I have &e:,
His Honor .DAVID Gtt~L£~.

the Superintendent
of the .Province of Auckland.

D.
EXTRACT FROM -THE MINUTES OF THE

PROCEEDINGS OF THE PRO¥INCIAL
EXECUTIVE COU:NCIL.

MO~#DAY, 20TH JULY, 1857.

Present: the Sup~.rintendent.
William Budkland, Esq., Daniel Pollen, Esq.,

oseph Brenhan, Esq., ,~F. W. Merriman, Esq.,
Superiatendeht brought under consideration

of the Coffncil g letter from~ the I-ionh] the
Cotoaial~Secretary, of date 18th July instant,
in reply to the i~equest for a dissolution of the
Auckland Provincial Council. Letter read.

Council passed the following re~blutions
tm~nimously :--

’~ That upon reviewing the circdmstances
~h~ch ifiduced the Superintendent to prorogue
the Provincial Council on the 20th day of
February l~t, the Council is of opinion that it
would be useless to expect that they would act
with harmony in, tho event of a new session.

¯ J
being sumnione~.

" That from the~ numerous difficulties with
which,the question of the vacancy in the Re-
presentation of the Suburbs is involved, and the
very strong party feeling evinced upon the
subject, this Council is of opinion t-hat the
slightest opposition to th~ wishes of either
party would give rise to ~esh difficulties, and
that every impediment would be thrown in the
way of useful legislation.

"That two persons, each claiming a seat in
the Provincial Council, having addressed the
Superintendent, each resigning a~ seat ~in that
body ; one elected under/~ Writ issued by the
Superintendent, and the other declared by the
Provincial Council to be a member; this
Council eanno~ advise the Superintendent to
ignore his own writ, nor can they advise him
to treat as a nullity the unrescinded .resolution
~f the PrOvincial Council,

"That-the Council is of opi&on that the

c~g to.~gether the present Provincial Coh~d[
by the Superintendent, would only lead to a
"repetition of the proceedings.which threw such
discredit upon the Council in their last session,
and that the doing so would induce so many
members to resign as to cause ndarly as much
"expense and inconvenience" as a genera] elec-
tion.

This Counei~ advises the Superintenden~
to press the Governor to dissolve the Pro¢inZ
eial Council:

True Extract.
C, H. J. HILL,

Clerk Executive Council.

Auckland, 20th July, 1857.
Sm,~We the undersigned members of your

Executive Council beg to inform you that, in
-the event of His Excellency the Governor re:
fusing te dissolve thepresent Provincial Council,
we shall reluctantly be compelled to tender to
you the resi~m~ons of our seats in the ]~xecu-
tive Council. We shall be induced to take
this step from a belief that no policy which
your Honor may wish us to enunciate eou|d" he
satisfactorily carried out by the present Pro=
vincial Council, however acceptable to the
people of the Province that policy might be.

We have, &c.,
W. BUCKLAND,

JOSEPH BRENNAN,
FRED. W. MERI~/MAI%

l~is Honor the Superintendent,
~ucklandJ

F.
Superintendent’s Oi~ce,

2Lucldaad, January 23, 1857."
Sm,--I do mysdf the honor to offer for

your ae.ceptance a seat in the Executive Coun-
cil of this Province. It is considered desirable
that a Member representing the City should
haven Voice in the Exect/tive; and the opiniort
of the gentlemen at present composing it
c01ncicles with my own, that the aid of yore;
advice and experience will be valuable in con-
ducting the public business of the. Province¯

I have, &c.,
J. W~LLmr~SO~,

Superinten~6i~,-
Tlios, Henderson, Esq.;

M.P.C.

Auckland, January 27, 1857:
S~R;--I have the honor to acknowledge thd

reCeipto~ your letter of 23rd instant, wherein’
you do me the honor of ot%ring for my ac-
ceptance a seat in the Executive Council of this
Province.

After mature cons{tleration I have to ex-
my regret that I cannot avail myselfof~

the: oi~er in consequence of not having the
necessary time at my disposal,, andthereby
being Unable to fill the office either with ad-
vantage ~o the Province or credit to ~myself~

I have. &c.,
Trios. HENDERgON:

His I-Ionor
the Superintendent.



Ilia-

si
Coloniai Seeraa y;s O ce,

Auckland, July 24th, 1857.

¯ In reply to your letter of the 21st instant, I
have the hon0ur to inform you that, in eom-
i~llanee with your request, the question of a dis
solution of the Auckland Provincial Council has
again been’submitted to the Governor in Council,
and that His Excellency, with the advice of the
Executive Council, declines, under the present
Circumstances, to dissolve the Provincial Coun-
cil.

The grounds upon which your t{onor re-
quests a dissolution are, first, the circumstances
connected~ with the resignations of Mr. Daldy
and Mr. Graham, and secondly, difficulties
which you anticipate will arise if a dissolution

Executive Council, not to dissolve the ProviG
clal Council.

When, on the 22nd of June nlt., I had the
honour to address, to you a request that his" Ex:
collency mlgh~ be advised to dissolve the
AUckland Provincial Council, the ground upon
which that request was based was considered by
the Government to be valid and su~elent.
His Excellency was nevertheless not advised at
once to accede to that request. The delay in
doing so has added to, and, as I think, made
more complicate the difficulty in which the
Provincial Council is placed.

I receive with great respect the opinion of
his Excelleney’s Government which you have
been so good as to communicate to me as to my

b duty in the present case. It is, as on reference
e not at once granted. I to my late communication you will perceive,
Iri reference to tlte former of these rounds, ....g completely at variance w, th the ommon of my

I have to express the opmmn of the Govern- immedl te vis r n i h m own ~. . . :." .. . I a’ad esaawt . i
meat that, u.ader the provtst~lS of the Goustl- ] believe that my duty, as an administrative officer,
~htion 2kct, the duty of the ~unerintendent in ~_ ,1--’_ o ---’" "s~

"~ J t .~ ,~¢ ~ ~ ,n ~ru~ ccasmn, l prescrloeu oy ~tte v~rt ano.thelpresent case is unmistakable, and that no ~ 12th clauses of the Constitution Act, in words
doubt, or difficult, can arise if a single ¯Y ]which cannot be mistaken. I have tberefore
wrtt be ~ss!~ed for the electron of one member/caused writs to be issued for tile election of
ibr the seat lately in dispute between Mr new mel r o ~--’- :~ th ~ q°"-s ^¢ ~r .....¯ . . ’/ nbest s .......... v’~ "~ ........Daldy and Mr. Graham, while the ,ssue of two ~ Graham and Dald-~ each of whom has se~a:
writs on the occasion of the resignatlon of these [ratel- b- wr:qn- ~a^rhi" hand addres-edr*o
gentmmen woum oe a clear mIractlon of the/me resigned his seat in the Auckland Provln~
Const~tutma Act ial "~ ""..... ¯ . . . " . c wouncn. .

Moreover, were ,t oss,ble to ratsc a ncstlonP q I have also by Proclamation, copy of which
as to the number of vacancies, the 11th section is enclosed, summoned the Provincial Council
of that Act expressly provides that any such to meet on the 17th of August, prox,, when
question shall be heard and determined by the the question of the vacanoles may be heard andProvincial Council, te which body it would no- determined by the tribnnal provided for that
eordingly he your Honor’s duty to refer the
matter.

With respect to the latter grounds assigned
by your Honor in favour of a dlssolution, the
Government cannot assume that any representa-
tive body, convened with the legal complement
Of members, would be guilty of so grave a dere-
liction of duty as to refuse to proceed to the
Consideration of measures urgently required for
the public weffare. The proved existence of insu-
perable difficulties to the action of a Provincial
Legislature may at any time render its dissolu-
tion a matter of necessity, but the mere antici-
pation of obstruction cannot be recognised as a
sufficient reason for the interposition of the
General Go~ernment.

While therefore a state of things may arise
Which may call for the active interference of
Che General Government, it must leave the
~esponslbility of bringing about such a position
with the two branches of the Provincial Legis-
h~ure:

t have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your I-Iouor’s most obedient sevant,
E. W. STAFFO’RD.

~-Iis Houor’
the Superlniendeng~

Auckland.

Superlntendent’s Office, Auckland~
July 25lh, 1857.

Sm,~I have tile honour to acknowledge the
~eeeipt of your letter of yesterday’s date, in,
which ,you convey to me the determination,
under tile present circumstances, of his Excel-:
l~ucy the Goverrtor, with the advice of the

purpose by the Constitution Act, namely the
Council itself.

I have placed before his Exccllency’s Govern:
meat evidence, derived from the records of the
proceedings of the Provincial Couucil
during- its late session, that there
was no reasonable ground for hope that
the Council would be permitted to proceed
with the business of the Province. I have placed
hefore his Excellency’s Governmelit evidence
that I should be unable, in eonsequerice of the
violent proceedings of ~he Opposition in the
Council, to obtain the assistance, as members of
my Executlvc, of members of the Provincial
Council in whom I could repose confidence, who,
being competent, would, under existing circum-
stances, be willing to undertake the conduct of
the Government business in the Council.’ This
evidence, the written testimony of the members
of my Executive Council, as well my own
assurances on tile subject, his Excellency, it
would appear, has been advlsedto disregard.

It remains for me under these circumstanced
to await the meeting of the Provincial Council;
There arc many questions of the last impor:
tahoe to this Province which require immediate
consideration, and it will be my duty, in the~
interest of the public, to co-0perate with tile
Council in endeavouring, if practicable, to re.
store, its capacit~y for action, the suspension. ,el
whmh has already wrought such grievous injury
to the Province.

I have, &e.,
J. ~VILLIAMSON’,

The Honorable the
Superintendent:

Colonial Secretary.



Colonial Secret’s 0fl~ce, [ Panmure, 28th July, 1857. k
¯

~ " ° "’Auckland, July 28th, 1857:1 SIR,--As His ExeeUency’s Government has
~m,~ . I refused to dissolve the Provincial Council of
¯ I,have. to act_knowledge therecei.pt oi your } the Province of Auckland, and as I consider

Honors le~er, ±~o. 1no, oi me zorn ms,ant, m/ that the legislation of the Province cannot be
which you inform .me that you have ls~t~d satisfactorily carried on for the benefit of the
wrxts ~or .the e!ectlonof tWlO .m~eT:ej:i° but l~e°ple thereof, by the present Couneil~ consti-
~_ucsaana rrovmelat wou e ~ g tuted as it is,~I therefore beg to resign n~y
a shigle vacant seat in that body. seat in your Honor’s Executive Council. "

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

I have, &c.,

Ycur Honor’s most obedient servant,
E. W. STxFFO~V.

His Honor
the Superintendent,

z Auckland.

Superintendent’s Ot~ce, Auckland,
July, 28th, 1857.

THE following letters are published for
general information.

J. WILL~_~tSON,
Superintendent.

Sm,~I beg to resign my seat in the Execu-
~ve Council of this Province.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,

Tour obedient servant,
FRED. W~a~D MERR~XN.

27th July, 1857.
His Honor

The Superintendent,
Auckland.

JOSEPH BRENI~’AN.
To His Honor

the Superintendent
~" of the Province of Auckland.

Kohuora, 28th July, 1857:

Sm,--I beg to tender to your Honor the
resignation of my seat in your Executive Coun:
cil.

Understanding that the General Government
have refused to dissolve the _~_uckland Provin-
cial Council, after having expressly promised it
I feel that there is no other step for me but tq
resign my share in your Honor’s Government.

I have the honor to remain,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,
W. BUCKLAND:

I To His Honor
] J. WILr.~SO~, Esq .....
] Superintendent of the Province of Aue]~

land. " .....

l~inted by W, C W~o~ct for tho l~rovincial Gov¢rament.


