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Provincial Secretary’s Office,
Christchurch, July 29, 1854.

THE following Proclamation arid Nofi-
fication are republished from the

New Zealand Government Gazette for
gt neral information.

H. G. GOVLAND,
Provincial Secretary.

PROCLAMATION.

By His Excellency Lieutenant-
Colonel ROB~.R’T H~.~RY
W£iCYARD. Companion of
the Most Honourable Or-
der of the Bath, the Officer
Administering the Go-
vei nment of New Zealand,
&c., &c., &e.

W HEREAS by an Ordinance enacted
by the Lieutenant-Governor of New

Zealand, Sess. 7, No. 8, intituled "An Or-
dinance to amend the Gustoms Ordinance,
Sess. 1, No. 3, and the Customs Amend-
ment Ordinance, Sess. 3. No. 6," it is
amongst other things enacted that it shall
be lawful for the Governor from time to
time by Proclamation to appoint and define
proper places within the several ports of
the colo~ay to be legal quays or landing-
places for the lading and unlading of goods,
and to appoint the hours within which such
goods shall be so laden or unladen.

Now, fherefore, I, the Officer administer-
ing the Government, in pursuance of the
authority vested in me in that behalf, do
hereby proclaim and declare that the legal
quay or landing-place at Port Victoria in
~he Province of Canterbury, shall be the
jetty on Norwich quay, at the end of Ox-
ford" street, Lyttelton, as the said jetty is
defined on the maps of the Canterbury As-
sociation, and thag at Port Victoria-". afore-
said and at the Port of Akar~a, goods
under bond shall be unladen

within the hours of 9 a.m.
and 2 p.m.

and Goods duty paid shall be unladen
within the hours of 9 am.

uud 4 p.m.

Given under my hand and issued
under the Public Seal of
the Islands of New Zea.
land, at Auckland, this
eleventh day of February,
in the year of our Lord,
one thousand eight hun-
died and fifty-four.
R. H. WYZ~YXRD,

The Officer administering the Govern-
ment of the Islands of New Zealand.

By His ExceUency’s command,
~ I~DI~EW SINCLAIR,

Colonial Secretary.

GoD SAVE THE QUEEN!



Colonial Secretary’s Office, Auckland,
12th June, 1854.

H IS Excellency the Officer administeMng
the Government has been. pt~a~ed to

direct that the 38th clause of " An Act to
amend various ’Laws relating to Merchant
Shipping," 16 and 17 ¥ict., should be pub-
]ished for general information.

By His Excellency’s command,
2~NDREW SSN C~5AIR;

C_~ ola~l Secretary~

"XXXVIII. If any seaman or apprentice
is imprisoned in any part of Her Majesty’~
dominions, on the ground of his having neg-
lected or refused to join any ship in which
he is engaged to serve, or of having deser-
ted or otherwise absented himself therefrom,
without leave, or of his having committed
any other breach of discipline : and if during
such imprisor~ment, an& before bls ea~gage,
meat is at an end, his services are required
on board his ship, any Justice may, it the
request of the master, or of the owner, or
his agent, cause such seama~ or apprentice
to be conveyed on board his said ship, f~r
the purpose of proceeding on the voyage,
or to be delivered to the master or any m~e
of She ship, or the owner or his agent, to
be by them so conveyed, notwithstanding
that the termination of lhe period for which
la~ w~s sentenced to, imprisonment has not
’arrived?’

Provincial Secretar.y’s Office,
~hi:istchurch, i9th July, ]854.

NOTI~FIC~T1OIV.

A T the recommendation of the 1/end-
Master of the Lyttelton Grammar

School, the Provincial Government has
sanctioned the division of that establishment
into two classes or departments. The fee
for education in the upper class, will be the
same as heretofore, viz., £2 10s. per quarter.
The fee for the lower cla~s ~’ill be £1 10s.
per quarter.

H. G. G~vLA~a),
Provincial Secretary,

Provincial Secretary’s Office,
Christchurch, July 17, 1854.

THE following Report is published ibr
general information.

II. G. Gov~A~l),
Provincial Secretary.

:FROM ~. DOBSON~ ~SQ., TO TI=I~ P~OVIN~’$~

S E C RET&ICY.

Sumner, July 15, 1~54.

1. I beg to ac]movrledge the receipt of
your letter of the 10th inst., requesting
my opinion on the best means of effecting

a temgorary communication between the
Port and the Plains, and referring me at the
same time to Mr. Bray’~ Report on the
same subject.

2. I now beg in reply to lay before the
Provincial Government a suggestion for the
formation of a dray road over the Port hills
to the Heathcote Ferry, which appears to
me to meet the exigencies of the case.

3. Before proceeding, however, to the
details of ~his pl~an, 1 would beg to make a
few r.ema~ks o~ ~he several proposal~ which
have been brought forward for the conside-
ration of the Government, because upon
~heir respective adoption or rejection would
depend in a great measure the nature of the
temporary communication which would best
meet the conditions of the case.

4. The idea which at first naturally sug-
gests itself is to render the existing water
communication more efficient by putting a
steamboat on the berth between Lyttelton
and the river 1/eathc~te.

A clipper schooner with an auxiliary
screw, drawing not mm~e than six feet of
water, and capable of carrying fYom 20 to
30 tons of cargo, (dead weight,) besides
fuel and passengers, and making daily trips
from Lyttelton~ wouki be amply suffacient
for carrying on the traffic between the Port
arm the Plains until a more perfect mode of
communication could he established.

It is acareeiy to be expected that the
present trade hetweer~Lyttelton and Christ-
church would pay the expenses of such a

¯ vessel, hut during slack times she might be
profitably engaged in bringing timber, fire-
wood, and dairy produce from Banks’ Pen-
insula, and in making occasional trips to the
coast stations of the more distant settlers.

5. Tbere is, however, a serious obstacle
to the carrying out of this plan, arising not
from want of any commercial enterprise,
but from tlie character of the entrance to
the Sumner river.

The difficulty is of a twofold nature.
In the first place, the great bulk of the

water brought down by the Sum~er river
rushes through the opening of the reef
which forms the eastern side of the naviga-
ble channel, the current in the latter being
in consequence too feeble to be of much
assistance in running in Or out, whilst the
set of the ebb and flood tides directly across
the channel, exposes vessels to the risk of
running foul of the rocks on the one hand
or of grounding on the sand spit on the
other. In the second place, the heavy sea
which, during easterly weather, b~eaks along
Sumner bhy ’aild the forfy.arrile beach, often
prevents either ingress or egress by sailing
vessels for weeks together.

In the present contracted state of the
channel, it is not safe to bring into the river
any but the smallest description of decked
craft, and the employment of a steamer of



sufficient length to run safely through the
surf would be out of the question.

6. If, however, the present open reef
were formed into a solid pier by filJing up
the openings between the rocks, the effect
would be, by confining the water to the
navigable channel, to straighten, widen, and
deepen it to sttchan extent that it would
admit a steamer of sufficient size and power
to run safely through the surf in all ordi-
nary weather.

7. .It is unnecessary to enter on the
question ,of .the best means of executing
this work or to discuss the extent of the
improvement it would effect in the naviga-
tion,because fi’om its very nature, it requires
the combined exertions of a larger body of
men than could at present be obtained in
the Set¢Iement, whilst at the same time it is
not of sufficient importance to be worth the
notice of the English contractor, and there-
tbre, although I would strongly recommend
the opening of the navigation so soon as an
increased supply of labor enables the work
to be undertaken at a moderate cost; it
must necessarily be postponed for the pre-
sent.

8. The improvement of the navigation
being therefore necessarily postponed for
~ant of sufficient labor and the requisite
mechanical a~ppliances, we come next to
the plan of laying down a railway from
Christchurch t0"the foot of the Port hillsl
and connecting it temp0raril:/with LytteJ, to~
by inclines Wo~kecl by stationary power.

9. There are several very serious objec-
tions to this plan.

10. As the inclines woukl be of no use
after the completion of the railway; and the
money spent upon their construction would
be sunk wit!lout producing any permanent
benefit, the adoption of this t)lan must de-
pend in a great measure upon the cost of
the work.

W’ithout expressing any opin~9n of the
merits of the plan in an engineering point
of view, I would simply observe that my
own experience of similar works in the col-
liery districts would lead me to estimate the
cost of the two inclines with the plant and
machinery requisite for working them effi-
ciently at about Sixteen Thousand Pounds,
[£16,000"] a sum far too large to be sunk
on a temporary work.

1£. Independently of the question of
estimate, it appears to me that inclines
worked by stationary po~er are not suited
to’the circumstances of a young colony.

"The snapping of a rope, the breaking of
a s!aeave, 0r t~slightcst carelessness on
the part of the breaksmen, might not only
cause the destruction of lifo and property
to an incalculable extent, but from the diffi-
culty of rej~.airing the damage, might put
an entia’e stop to the traffic for montt~s toge-
ther.

12. There is a third consideration which
appears to me of more. importance than
either of the two just mentioned; ,eiz., that
it involves the abandonment of the Gollan’s
Bay Iiae. The ado,on,ages to the Settlement
of doing away altogether with th~ risk and,
expense of lighterage, a0d the delay thereby
occasioned to the ship, ping ia so ~reat, that
I think it 0ughtnot t~ ~e lightly set asi¢!~.

i cannot concur in the opinion of His
Honor the Superintendent that the best ~y,
of communicating with the deep water in
Gollan s Ba.y would be by. a contlnuatmtt .....ef
the Cookson’s Valley Iinb through’ Lyttel-
ton and along the cc.ast, because alth~)ugh
this route is shorter than tbatb~ ~umner,
and although it is practicable to make a
high level line from Gollan’s Bay to the
east side of Lyttelto~, I consider that to
carry the railway across Lytteltort and along
the north shore Of the harbour at the lower
level requisite for connexion with the pro-
posed terminus at the old Custom House,
would be impossible except at such a cost
as completely forbids the contemplation of
such a work.

13. It needs no ar~ume.~t to. prove that
the making of the Gollan s J~y llne would
inflict a seriovs blow to the trade of Lyt:
telton, and cause a great depreciation in the
value of the property in that town, whilst
on the other hand the Cookson’s valley line
on account of the gre~t lo0.gth of the tun,
~nel reg~ired, would in at~ p:CobabHity cost an
equal amount of money with the Gollan sBay
line, without effecting any improvement in
the communication with the ~hipping.

14. The only plan by which the advantage
of a deep water jetty can be secured, with-
out injustice to those who have invested
their money in land and improvements at
Lyttelton, appears to me to ~be the follow-
ing, viz.
1st, To open a road communication with

the plains, as early as possible by com-
pleting the Sumner road on the lowest
level proposed by the late Road Com-
mission.

2nd. To effect a direct communication with
the shipping by building a jetty at Gol-
lan’s Bay for the accommodation of large
vessels, and connecting it by a railway
tunnel with the Sumner road on the north
side of th e tunnel, the trucks to be drawn
up by horses from the landing "place in
the Bay, to a goods depot on the Sumner
road Whichwould afford[ a ready eommunl-
cation with either Lyttelton or Christ-
church.

3~l. Wl~la the incrett~ing t!’ade ofthe set-
tIement shall justify such an expenditure
to complete the railway from this goods
depot to Christchurch and to work the
trains by locomotive power.
15. The execution of these works might

be distributed o~er a considerable period



of time, say ten years, whieh’would ail’ow
the change in the direction of the traffic; to
be effectcd so gradually as greatly to lessen
the injury to private interests, which must
result from the removal of the shipping
from Lyttelton to Gollan’s Bay, whilst it is
more than possible that the traffic with the
Bays of the Peninsula would, during the
interval, have increased so much as to com-
pensate to a great degree for the IoUof the
European trade.

Assuming the cost of opening t~he navi-
gation, completing the Sumner road, and
establishing a locomotive line between
Gollan’s Bay and Christchurch to be Two
hundred thousand pounds ;* the’ annual
average expenditure during the ten years
requh’ed for the establishment of a complete
and thoroughly efficient communication
between the Port and the Plains would not
exceed twenty £housand pounds (£20,000:)

’t7. In the ~p~esen~ state of the settlement
however it appears to me that it would be
Undesirable te commence any of the above
mentioned works until a fresh immigr~ttion
from England has introduced a sufficient
number of workmen to allow of their being
Carried on without absorbing the supply of
labour required by the settlers themselves ;
and this amounts to a virtual postponement
of the commencement of any extensive
works for a period of eighteen months or two
years from ~he present time.

In the mean while, I think the traffic may
be sufficiently provided for by forming a
Bullock road over the Port hills to Heath-
cote ferry, not atrotting road with a gra-
dient of 1 in 16, but sit, ply a wide track
With gradients of from 1 in 5 to I in 7, up
which a team of bullocks would draw with
comparative ease a dray Ioaded with from
a ton to a ton and a half of goods.

18. A careful examination of the present
Bridle Path, leads me to the opinion that it
is Ipossible to improve it so as to admit
of the passage of drays, but that the altera-
tions requisite to effect this, would be Very
costly, and would involve a serious inter-
ference with private property.

19. For’these reasons I think it would
be better to take an entirely new and much
better route which can be made practicable
at a less cost and which interferes but little
with private property.

20. The line I would beg to recommend
would follow the present road through the
College land over the spur to the west of
the e~metery as far as the accommodation
road between the College land and Mr.
Alport’s section ; then turning westward it
would sweep round as far as the face of the
spur running through the section of the
Rev. B. W. Dudley ; up which it would be

* Sumner Bar.~b, O00 ; Sumner-road, ~30,000;
l~ilway, ~165,000. Total~ ~g2OOpO00.

4

carried’ by a succession of’ zig.zags tmtil
reaching the foot of the cliffs, where it would’
make a long sweep to the eastward, until it
joined the hor~ path to Mount Pleasant¢
which it woul~ follow to the summit of the~
range.

The descent to the Piains would be along
the line of the present sledge track from
Mount Pleasant Bush to Heatheote Ferry.

21. The only difficulty on this line occurs
at the head of the gully crossed near the
summi’t of the range.

At this point a good deal of cutting and
embanking:would be required to obtain a
safe gradient and sufficient level ground,
for the turning places. The rest of the
work on the Lyttelton side, would be ordi-
nary levelling and side cutting, with in some
places a good deal of blasting, but present-
ing no d’~fficulty of execution.

The line from the summit of the range to
Heathcote ferry, requires only surfkce work,
except at the bluff which terminates the
spur close to the river Heatheote, Where a
side cutting of Severai chains in length
would be required to lead from the end of
the intended bridge to the face of the spur.

22. In the construction of this road the
following points are essential;
1st. The gradient should nowhere exceed t

in 5.
2rid. The turning places should be on the

level or nearly so.
3rd. The width of the road should nowhere

be le~ than 13 feet.
4th. In all cases wh[re the road is in steep

side cutting, parapet walls should be pro-
vided.

5th. The whole of the ascent fi’om Lyttel-
ton should be thoroughly metalled. The
descent from Mount Pleasant requires no
metalling, except for a short distance at
the foot of the incline.
23. The only private property to be pas-

sed through at Lytfelton would be the
College land, and some unimproved land
belonging to the Rev. B. W. Dudley ; ~e
interference in the former case being eon-
fined to the use of a private accommodation
road set out for the use of the tenants on
the estate.

24. It is impossible to make any satis-
factory estimate of the probable cost of this
road without staking it out on the ground,
taking the necessary levels, and preparing
detailed working drawings ; but as the work
(with the exception of the metalling) does
not e~tend over a distance of more tha~n a
mite and a half, I think it may be assumed
that the sum of Eight Thousand Pounds,
(£8000) would be sufficient to defray the
whole of the expenses attendant on the un-
dertaking, including the building of a swing
bridge over the river Heathcote.

By allowing a year for the completion of
the work, so that the contractors might ex-



ecute their contracts at the times most con-
venient to themselves. I think the road
might be made with the labour at present
in the settlement without any serious pres-
sure being felt in consequence.

25. In conclusion I would beg to say
that I think the construction of the road
just d-scribed would fully provide for the
traffic of the Province for some years to
come, and that it appears to me to be the
only plan by which a temporary communi-
cation between the Pm’t and the Plains can
be effected in the present state of the settle-
merit.

I have the honour to remain, Sir,

Your obedient 8errant,

(Signed) E. Do,soN.

Provincial Secretary’s Office,
Christchurch, 2nd August, 1854.

THE following appointments have heen
made by the Rev. the Commissary of

the Lord Bishop of New Zealand.
Mr. Jx~Es F~smcR to be Master ~of the

District School, at Riccarton.
Mrs. MxRv DixoN, to be Mistress of the

District School, at Christchurch Quay.
The above appointments to have effect

fl’om the lstof August instant.
H. G. Gov*.A~),

Provincial Secretary.

W ANTEI), a schoolmaster to take
charge of thc District School at

Papanui. Terms, £80 per annum, and
permission to reside on the premises.

Applications to be submitted to the Rev.
O. Matthia,. H.G. GOVLA.~D,

Provincial Secretary.

FRI~TED B~/ .I SKtl[:~PI:O~, &’l: TIIE "~T[i~£ES" OFFICE, L"£T~I~LTO~.




