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All Public Notifications which appear in this Gazette, with any O~eial

Signattire, are to be considered as O~cial Communications made to those persons to

whom they may relate, and are to be obeyed accordingly.
]~y ~H.is Honor’s command, ~ ....

JOSEPH BRi~ICTAN,
Provincial Secretary.

VOL. I[I.]
I

PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS by an Act of tile
Genera[ Assembly of ~ew Zea-

land, intituled the " Local Posts’ Act,
,1~," it was amongst other things
enacted, thag it should be lawful for
tile Saperintendent of any Province,
by proclamation in the " Government
(~azette" thereof, to fix the rates of
postag~ payab!e for the transmission,
by an~" posh or postal communication,
cstabhshed under the authority of the
~aid Act, of letters, newspapers, and
other papers and parcels ; and from
time to time by any such Proclamation
to alter, repeal, or abolish any pb~tage
so fixed as aforesaid, and to fix any
other rate of postage in lieu thereof.;
And that all postage from time to time
to beeome payable by virtue of any
sueh.-P~u~elamation should be charged
and-be ~yabte acebrdmgly ; provided,
atm-ays,:that no such r~ate of postage
shcmki e~:eeed the stun which might
haw ~ specified for such service by
the t~aeial Council of the said
Province, A’~D WHEREAS the ProvinCial
Cwancil ~of, tlae Province of Canterbury

SATURDAY, DECEMBEt~ ~7, 1856. [No. XXV.
ii ii i1~ [| ’

did, on the 7th day of November, 1856,
specify the sum of one penny on every
newspaper, and one-half of the present
postage within the Colony on every
letter, as the maximum rates of postage
to be charged for all newspapers and
letters respectively to be conveyed be-
tween Lyttelton, Christchurch, and
Kaiapoi, by the Local Posts to be esta-
blished under the authority of the said
recited Act :~

Now, therefore, I, James Edward~’itz
Gerald, Superintendent of the
Province, do hereby, by virtue of~:
powers vested in me, by the said ~:"
ted APt .of the General Assembly, au~-
of all Other powers in that behalt, en-
abling me, oroclain, and declare that,.~
from and after the first day of January,
1857, there shall be charged and he
payable upon all letters and newsp’apei’s
eonvoy-~>~y :tim’ laeal’ ’.pastS: .,a~bat {t6
be est’~blished’,b)’ the hu"t~0iSit~y"b;f th~
said Act" between Lyttelton, Christ2
ehurch,:and Kaiapoi, in addition to all
other postage payable thereon, tho sums
hereinafter mentioned, that is to aay,22.

On every letter,not exceeding ha’If
an ounce i’u wdght:--Octe Penny.



On every letter exceeding half an
ounce in weight,--then the sum of one
penny for every half-ounce orfractional
part of half-an-ounce, according to~the

w~ight of sqch letter.
r.~{~n ~lJetters sant ~y’ Post,’~r ~bemg
re-directed ~and again iorwarded by the
Post, there shall be charged and paid a
new and distinct rate of postage ibr: the
re-direction, in addition to all other
rates of postage payable thereon, ac-
cording to the scale and rate of postage
hereinbefore mentioned.

No Letter or Packet exceeding six-
teen ounces in weight shall be for-
warded by the Post, except letters to
and from places beyond the seas, and
letters to and from the Governor, let-
ters on the Public Service, or to and
from any of the Government Offices or
Departments.

NEWSPAPERS.

Printed Newspapers shall be con-
veyed for.a eharge of one penny each,
provided they be sent without a cover,
or in a cover open at the sides, and
there be no writing thereon, or upon
the .cover of the .same,= excepting the
name and address of the person to
Whom sent, and that no paper or thing
be enclosed in or with any such paper:
And every paper or packet which shall
be contrary in any respect to the con-
ditions hereby required to be observed,
s]iall be charged with the rate of post-
age te which it woul~d have been liable

~ letter.
Printed Prices Current and Com-

mercial Lists, not exceeding two ounces
in weight, shall be fcrwarded through
the post, under the same regulations
~ privilege s as newspapers.

Given under my hand, and issued
under the Public Seal of the
Province of Canterbury, at
Christchurch, this sixth day
of December, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight

...... hundred and fifty-six.

I~:~$AMES~EDWARD FITZ GERALD,
Superinten{tenL ’

By his Honor’s command,
JOSEPH ~~ RI TTAN ~

Provincial SeCretary.

God Save the Queen.

111

’Provincial Secretary’s Office,
Christchurch, Dec. ~26, 1856.

~IS HONOR THE SUPERIN-
I][,. TENDENT directs the publi-

cation of, the fol!owiilg Report.
oB2r his~Honor s comt~a~,, J~

Ft~r tBe Provmcml Secretary,
T. B. KE~.LE,’ Chief Clerk.

~o his Honor the Superintendent of the
_Province of 6Mnterbury.

SIR,--
"Having been entrusted by your

Honor with making the special survey
referred to in the resolution of the
Provincial Council. of the .~0th Nov.,
11856, I have carefully examined the
Port Hills, between Raupaki and
M~)nnt Pleasant, for the purpose of
finding a practicable line of cart road,
Which should be of easier ascent than
the present Bridle-path, and more di-
rect than the Sumner Road.

The former of these roads has an
ascent ot more than 13 feet per chain.
With this gradient the action of surface
waterremovingthe soil, andthe sledges,
and the feet of l~0rses 10osenihgthe stones,
h~i~e gradually woTn away iht~-,surfai~e~,
leaving in many places th~e,rocks, 6~
the sides of~her0ad’ protr~ading 1~ or
1~ inches. The entire ttlstanee~o
Christchurch by this lind 5s7 mile#and
70 chains.

The Sumner road commences at. the
Heatheote Ferry, uV to which point
the road from Ch.r~s¢cha/rch wi~tl be
completed and metalled beforeharvest.
The road from the Ferry to Sumner,
3~ miles, £s perfectly level, and very
little remains to d~ to it besides metall-
ing.

Between Sumner and Lyttetton a
great deal of work remains to be do/le.
On this portion of the road the Com-
missioners recommended a deviation
from Captain Thomas’ 14he,-in order to
avoid the bad gronndnear Sumner, arid
the heavy reek cuttings, and expensive
retaining walls. The altered line was to
ascend from Sumner valley to Evan’s

3 feet 4 inches pereliain, t’~nnellisg
under the pass, and thence descending
with an easy gradierit to join C~iptain
Thomas’road in Polhill’s Bay., The
entire distance to the middle of Christ-
church would be 11 { mites.



This,being th~mly t~4 whirl a= can

be made to.Lyttdton-witla~ so ei~sy an
ascent as:3,feet 4 inches per chain, and
with a ~ummit of only 370 feet above

Built l~as.,.~een. ~d~si~d°~t~ri
som z.6ther dire’cti0n;, a road with a
quicker ascent and shorter distance
n" ht be laid out-for light tragic

Theonly accessible passes, over the
Port Hills, between Mount. Pleasant
nag Raupal~i,, are the following :-:-

Hornbrook s Pass... 1250 feet high
BridlePath ....... ... 1060 " "

Lee’s Pass ............ 1180 " "
Raupaki ............... 1140 " "

The first of these passes is accessible
from the Heathcote ferry by the old
bullock track up, the spur of Mount
Pleasant, which rises from 4 ft, to 13
ft. per chain.

2r tolerably direct road might be
laid out with an ascent of 7 ft. to 8- ft.
per chain, which is too steep for a cart
road. An. easier line ~vith a rise of
4~ ft. per chain, can only be obtained
by heading several gullies, and wind-;~..uv=Moabone snur. reachinz a sum-.

~n~’tlo~ 1350.~:f~:et ’at ~4 mil~" fi :6in the
ferry. Thisline is shewn on the ac-
companying plan by a strong black
llne. The descent t¥om this summit
towards Lyttelton can not be rendered
practicable for carts, owing to the
precipitious nature of the ground. Fox"
12 chains, the fall must be 8~ feet per
chain, and for the next 34 chains, it
would be 13 feet per chain, after which
the ground is of an easier character,
and a descent of 9 feet per chain for
about 84 chains, would reach Lyttelton.
The entire distance to Christchurch
would.he 9¼ miles ; but the gradients
on the Port side of the hill are alto-
gether too steep for carts, and the
tott.1 height to be surmounted is 980
feet more than by the Sumner
Road.

The next pass is that crossed by the
Bridle path. The ground on ..the
,~ReJ~.s~de ~wil~ ,admi.’t 0f.~ road
being laid out with a rise of 9 to 10
f~et per chain through Jackson’s
gulley, and winding up the spurs,
descending 7 to 8 tbet per chain along
Lee’s spur to the road at the foot of the
Hills, making tim distance to Christ-
church about 8~ miles. :

¯ -Aamther linoha~ been lmi,nte& out
a§cendirig from near the ex, treme soutlt,.
end~0£ Lyttelton, contouring the Hills
at the back of the town, through Mr.
Alport’s rural section, to .the summit.

tertOn, to the present Bridle road: The

geeradient of such a line would be’ 5to6t per chain, the total ascent, I,’050
feet, and the enti~e distance, about
9] miles. But, the country passed
through is so precipitous, that the
expense of such a road would be greater
than any similar road: by Evan’s pass,
while only 2~ miles would be saved ;
I therefore did not deem it necessary
to trace out thisline.

Lee’s pass, at the head of the valley
occupied by Mr. Lee:s: section might
be reached on the Christchurch side,
by a road from near Mr. Cookson’.s~
contouring Lee’s spur~ but the dis~
tan’ee by such. a line would be in-
creased: to 14 miles,, for which, reason
iv did not merit further examination,

From Mr. Lean’s section, where the
’ 1 ~.:,.+,’1,, 1,*+ . =~,.1 $~lryl 1.. I- .... LgJI

over the spur at the"l~aek bf ~I~:.
Lean’s house, a line of road rising 6 t~
6~ feet per chain may b’e obtained
along the western side of the spur
passing over the summit at an eleva-
tion of 1,180 feet, between Lee’s pass,
and Raupaki pass, descending with
an equally easy gradient over the spurs
of Cass’s Peak to join" " the Governor’s
Bay Road, at 50 chains from Lyttelton
making the entire distance to Christ-
church, 9~ miles.

The steepest portion of this road
would be the ascent of the Governor’s
Bay road from the Cemetery reserve to
the head of the slip, this being 7 feet
per chain, while the general gradient of
the remainder would be 6 feet per
chain..

This line presents a much easier
ascent than the bridle path, and avoids

length of side cutting is nearly double
that of the Sumner Road, ren@ring
the construction more expensive ; while
the sa~,ing of distance is only two miles
te compensate for the extra rise of 800
feet, dnd the increased danger on a nat-



~0w road, when the gradient is so steep
that a cart would run back of itself.

The Resolutions of tile Provincial
Council ordering this survey, states
the object to be, to ascertain whether
any temporary cart road can be con-
structed on any other part of the Hills
which may Serve for the passage of
light traffic, pending the opening of the
Sumner I~oad,~and that careful esti-
mates ought to.be prepared of the cost
of any such road.

After a long and careful examination
of tile tti!ls, I have altogether failed in
discovering any line of road that I can
recommend as answering the above
object. All the lines practicable for
light cart traffic would require for their
construction as great an expenditure
of time, labour, and money as would
complete the Sumner road. I have
not thought it necessary to prepare
careful estimates of roads evidently not
answering the purpose proposed.

The accompanying plan of the Port
Hills, shews the general disposition of
the spurs, and the elevation of various
points is figured. The lines of road
which I have gone more partlenlarly

¯ ¯ k
over, up Mount Pleasant spur, and from
Mr. Lean’s to the Governor’s bay road
are indicated by strong black lines.

~The Bridle Path summit is th~
lowest (after tgvan’s pass) ; the other
passes arc from 100 to 300 fect highcr,
To carry a line of road fit for
light carts requires at least ~ miles
of ascent on the spurs on each side of
the pass. The greater portion of this
5 miles of road would be in heavy side
cutting, whichever spur vou se!ect,
and the cost must be proportionably
heavy.

The result of this survey poln~s out
necessity of repairing and improving
the present Bridle-path for direct com-
munication with Lyttelton.

Then when labour and capital call
be spared from the construction of the
necessary roads from the interior to
the shipping wharves, whence the pro-
duce can be sent by steamer to Por~, a
cart road with the easiest ascent can be
completed to Lyttelton on the least
expensive line, which is by way of
Sumner.

W. B. BaAr,
Avonhead~ Dec. 18; 1856.

PKINTED BY J. WILLI~, AT THE "STANDARD" OFFICE, CBKISTCH~URC~[.


