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Provincial Secretary’s Office,
Christchurch July 12, 1867.
THE following Reports of the examiners appointed to examine the Candidates for
Scholarships, together with the results of the examinations, are published for general
information.
F. E. STEWART,
Provincial Secretary.

To the CaairmMAN of the Boarp or Evuvcarion, Christchurch.
Christchurch, June 29, 1867.
S1z,

‘We beg to enclose you a table of marks, showing the result of our examination for
the Open Scholarships. It will be seen that Atack is easily first, and Reeves second. Mr.
Veel conducted the examination in Latin and Ancient History, Mr. Macfarlan in Arith-
metic, and Mr. Habens in Sacred History, Modern History, Geography, and English Com-
position.

‘We are, Sir,
Your obedient servants,

J. V. CoreorrE VEEL,
G. MACFARLAN,
‘Wu. Jas. HagBEws.

The CaairMaN of the Boarp or EDUCATION,

Christchurch, July 9, 1867.
S1R,

In compliance with your request that the Examiners for the Open Scholarships
would furnish the Board of Education with a Report as to the efliciency of the candidates,
in order that the Board may be able to ascertain who, in the opinion of the Examiners,
were chiefly noticeable for their talents and application, I have the honor to submit the
following Report :—

The part of the examination which I conducted comprised Classics and Ancient History.
The word classics is, of course, to be taken in an extremely limited sense. Only one or two
of the candidates have begun Greek, and they had not, apparently, proceeded far enough
to allow their knowledge to have any practical effect in the examimation. In reality, there-
fore, by “ classics ” is to be understood only so much Latin as boys of twelve years of age
may fairly be expected to have acquired.
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The esamination in this branch was entirely by paper work, and consisted of a paper
of questions on the rudiments only, and another requiring some acquaintance with the
syntax.

y In the first, Atack was the only candidate whose answers were completely satisfactory.
He has evidently been well grounded in the early part of his grammar. Of the others,
Macfarlane, Gibson, and Hartland were on a par ; but they all made many mistakes in the
cases and genders of nouns, and in giving the principal parts of verbs, even of the simplest
forms. For instance, Atack only could give the perfect tense of “narro;” from the others
I had such guesses as “narri,” “narsi,” “narrui,”’ and “navi” With the single exception
mentioned, the elementary knowledge of Latin evinced by the performances of the candi-
dates for these scholarships must be pronounced very defective.

The answers to the questions in the second or more advanced paper displayed a still
more noticeable inferiority. Atack, on the whole, answered fairly, but was unable to trans-
late the easiest possible sentence. Gibson translated several sentences correctly, and
showed far the most intelligence, but he omitted several questions and consequently marked
lower than he otherwise would have done. All the others showed entire ignorance of any-
thing beyond the barest rudiments. They failed completely in their attempts at translation,
making such blunders as putting nominative cases after verbs and the like; and even when
they gave a rule correctly, made it evident by their mistakes in the examples required, that
they were merely repeating what they had learnt by rote, with no comprehension of its
real meaning.

In Ancient History, the examination was viva voce. Reeves passed in a manner that
did him the highest credit. His knowledge of history, both Greek and Roman, was sur-
prisingly extensive and accurate. Atack also, though not equal to Reeves, answered exceed-
ingly well. The others knew little or nothing. One of the candidates, who was as far
advanced as the rest in Latin, was unable to give any particulars whatever as to the life or
death of Julius Ceesar, and supposed Alexander the Great to be a Roman general.

On the whole examination, as far as conducted by myself, I should place Atack and
Gibson first in Latin ; while in History, Reeves and Atack were not only far the best, but
the only two of the candidates that can be said to have passed at all.

. I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,
J. V. COLBORNE VEEL.

To the CEAIrMAN of the BoarDp oF Epvcarion.

Avonside, Christchurch, July 11, 1867.
S1R,

TIn accordance with your request of the 5th inst., I beg to forward you some remarks
on the examination for the higher Scholarships. I should have written before, but have
spent some time in making enquiries as to the possibility of the three examiners making a
joint Report, which I find is just now impracticable.

I examined the candidates on Thursday, June 27th. In the morning I set a paper on
English History and Composition, allowing three hours and a half for the written answers
to be produced. In the afternoon the paper was on Modern Geography, General Modern
History, and Sacred History, and for this two hoursand a half was the time allowed. Both
morning and afternoon Reeves, Atack, and Stringer were writing up to the last minute
granted them, while the rest had finished somewhat earlier. Reeves stands first on my list,
having 72 marks out of a hundred possible; one of his papers was not finished through
want of time. Atack is second on my list, but very close to Reeves, having obtained 71
marks. Stringer is third in my subjects, his total being 46; mneither of his papers was
finished, the work being too much for the time. Although Stringer’s marks fall so far
below those of the other two, his work was singularly free from mistakes, clerical or material.
Hartland deserves some credit as having done decidedly better than any other in English,
writing from dictation, and his marks (43) approximate very closely to Stringer’s.

The knowledge of History displayed by Reeves is very remarkable considering his age;
he gained 25 marks out of 28 possible in a by no means easy examination in English
History. Atack follows him very closely in History. These two are beyond comparison
superior to the other candidates in the subjects of my examination.

Guided by the experience of last year, I purposely set the standard of examination
in' English Composition very low, but even so the result is far from satisfactory. It is a
fair matter of consideration whether tutors ought to give more attention to this branch of
study, or whether it would be better for English Grammar to take the place of Composition
in future examinations of boys under twelve. :

The Scripture knowledge of all, except the three whom I have mentioned as occupy-
ing the best places in my list of marks, is very deficient. One of the candidates did not
gain the smallest fraction of a mark in this department. Probably teachers are in the habit
of assuming that such knowledge can be obtained by their pupils at home.

The candidates whose knowledge is most evenly distributed over the whole range of
subjects for examination may be distinguished by reference to the table of marks already



e

228

supplied in the joint Report of the examiners. But this, and some others I think worthy
of mention, do not fall within my province in this letter.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
Wu. Jas. HABENS.

Geoiraphy and
Latin, Arithmetie. History. English i TOTAL,
NAmEs and ORDER. Composition.
70 marks, 100 marks. 70 marks, 60 marks, 300 marks.
1 | Atack ... 56 63 52 42 213
2 | Reeves ... 37 24 64 38 163
3 | Hartland... 42 41 20 30 133
4 | Gibson ... 43 0 | 1 24 124
5 | Stringer ... 28 19 29 24 100
6 | Davie ... 33 13 17 26 89
7 | Macfarlane 39 19 6 T 11 75
J. V. CoLBorNE VEEL,
G. MACFARLAN,
‘W, Jas. HaBENs,
Examiners.
To the CuAIRMAN of the Boarp oF EDUCATION.
Christchurch, June 29, 1867,
S1r,

I have the honor to inform you that, in accordance with the request and instructions
received from you, I, on Friday the 28th instant, examined the eighteen (18) candidates
(from the Government Schools) for four Scholarships granted by the Government, and the
result, as far as my papers go, is in favor of Caygill, Walter Bean, Triggs and Ladbrook ;
of course this may be altered by the marks awarded by Doctor Foster for Arithmetic and
Sacred History.

I have to report that I examined, by papers only, in Dictation, Spelling, Grammar,
Parsing, Geography, and Writing, and on the whole found the boys thoroughly grounded
in the various subjects; but would wish to direct the attention of the various school-
masters t0 the necessity of better practice in Spelling and Punctuation, which were
decidedly faulty, with but comparatively few exceptions.

I regret to say that time would not permit my examining the candidates in Modern
History and Reading.

I have great pleasure in reporting on the orderly behaviour, thorough attention, and
evident desire to do their best, evinced by every one of the candidates.

I beg particularly to recommend to the attention of the Board, W. Charles Bean, the
youngest of the candidates, who, though unsuccessful, I consider to be one of the most
deserving, as his acquirements are far beyond his age, and reflect the greatest possible
credit on his teachers and his own application, and deserve not only this notice but some
more substantial recognition, if the Board has any in its power to bestow. I would likewise
especially mention Charles Jennings, as being a most deserving candidate.

I must not conclude without making honorable mention of the following boys, for the
manner in which they passed the examination on the different subjects; viz.—

Geography.—Parlane, Triggs, W. Bean, Jennings, Caygill, Merton, Heney, Dixon,
Pye, Ladbrook, Gordon.

Spelling.—Caygill, Ladbrook, Pye, Triggs, W. Bean, Orchard.

Dictation.—Merton, Triggs, Dixon, Gordon, Parlane, Caygill, Jennings, Ladbrook.

Grammar—Caygill, Parlane, Gordon, Dixon, Jenkins, W. Bean, Ladbrook, Merton,
Jennings, Thornton, Heney.

Writing—Jennings, Triggs, Ladbrook, W. Bean, Heney, Thornton, W. C. Bean.

Parsing.—Caygill, W.Bean, Pye, Triggs, Heney, Dixon, Ladbrook, Jennings, Thornton,

Merton, Gordon.
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gongratulating the Board on the evident improvement during the past twelve
months
’ I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your humble and obedient servant,

JAS. GEO. HBAWKES.

PS.—Since concluding the above I have received the enclosed Report from Dr. Foster,
by which you will see that Caygill still remains first, Jennings takes second place, Triggs
third, and Ladbrook fourth, I would therefore wish to substitute Walter Bean’s name
for Jennings in my particular recommendation.

I would further recommend that any future examinations should be extended over
two days, as it is impossible to do justice to all the needful subjects in one day.

To J. G. Hawxkes, Esq.

Christchurch, July 1, 1867.
Arithmetic and Seripture History.
Deazr Stg,
I have carefully examined the papers of the 18 candidates, written in answer to the
papers set by me on Friday. The result is as follows : —

Assuming the whole number of marks for my paper to be 50, I award the first seven
as follows :—

Caygill, 40. Jennings, 85. Gordon, 80. Heney, 27. Dixon, 23. Pye, 20.
adbrook, 17.

The rest I do not place.
Pye would Eerhaps have stood better but for his bad writing, which was in places

unintelligible. Ladbrook’s writing was also bad. Gordon’s spelling was imperfect.
Truly yours,
CHAS. J. FOSTER.
Arithmetic
NAMES. Geography. | Spelling. | Dictation. | Grammar. | Writing, | Parsing. | ¢ e:i];tiure TOTALS.
History.

Caygill ... 84 90 79 100 58 89 40 540
Jennings ... 87 66 78 88 84 76 35 514
Triggs ... | 90 82 85 92 82 79 — 510
TLadbrook... 78 86 7 92 79 76 17 500
Bean, W.... 89 70 74 94 78 87 — 492
Heney ... 81 58 71 88 78 78 27 481
Gordon ... 73 58 81 98 53 74 30 467
Pyo ... .| 7 86 69 72 52 86 20 462
Merton ... 83 . 66 85 90 45 75 —_— 444
Thornton ... 65 62 75 88 69 76 — 485
Parlane ... 95 60 80 98 36 61 —_ 430
Dizon ... 81 26 82 98 34 78 23 422
Bean, W. C. 61 54 74 78 69 69 — 405
Jenking ... 61 32 72 94 57 55 — 371
Prudhoe ... 57 54 75 68 36 64 — 854
Orchard ... 49 70 59 74 45 57 — 354
Melbourn... 50 54 74 70 36 57 —_— 841
Piper e 54 12 54 86 38 60 —_ 804
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