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Sheep Inspector’s Office,
Napiar, ]~[ay ~4, 1874.

SXR,~I have the honor to submit my annual report for ~he current year, with
accompanying statement of Sheep Returns of 1st May, 1873, which show an
increase over those of the former year of 14,5,234, or a little more than double
that of the previous year. The enclosed, returns comprise 584,871 ewes,
428,568 wethers, and 12,317 rams, or ~a total of 1,024,256 sheep over 6
months old in the Province in May, 1873, as against 507,472 ewes, 362,032
wethers, and 10,518 rams in May, 1872. It is the more gratifying te record
this increase, as it proves the yearly increasing carrying capacity of the sheep
~tations, no new country having been taken up in the Province during t~hat
period. 1~o diminution has taken place in our exports, while our provincial
consumption has materially increased. I find by computation that our ex-
ports to Auckland Province, coastwise and overland, during the year 1872-78,
comprised about 85.000 Sheep, and our provincial consumption about 75,000,
or a total of 110,000. Aftex a~lowing for mortality and the proportion of
ewe hoggets returned, the average lambing would be about 65 per Cent. on
the breeding ewes in the Province, and I expect the Returns of this month to
foot up to nearly 1,200,000 Sheep. The increase thus shown may be taken
as marking the progressive improvemeat of our pastoral lands by fencing and
sowing of grass seeds ; the hills even, in remote par~s of the Province, are
being rapidly denuded of fern, and prepared by the fertilizing influence of the
whilom much abused thistle, for the reception of nutritive,grasses. On eom-
paring~e Sheep Returns of each succeeding year it is deserving of special
remark ~tthe increase on the smaller stations is much more satisfactory
than title of the larger ones, and it might readily be assumed that the
larger stations consist of inferior or less improvable land. Such, however,
with a few rare exceptions, is not the case ; the difference lies more in the

. fact of the smaller holder, either from inclination or sheer necessity, having
improved his land, whilst the larger proprietor holds more land than he has
means, or, it may be inclination, ~o improve, and I cannot but consider it as a
matter of congratulation to the Province that some of our large proprietors
are cutting up and disposing of portions of their properties, the satisfactory
prices obtained being an evidence of the estimation they are held in, and the
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degree of improvement they are considered capable of. Many of the smaller
stations, which were considered fully stocked a few years ago, have now, by
the aid of fencing and surface sowing of grass seed, been improved up to
double, and in not a few instances to treble their former carrying capacity, and
when we consider that at least three-fourths of the pastoral lands of the
Province are capable of similar improvement, that every bushel of grass seed
judiciously sown will, in the course of two or three years, produce pasturage
for a sheep, it is not easy to define a limit to our increase, which will indeed
be governed more or less by the price of wool, and the amount of capital
available for the improvement of the land ; ~er.t ~p of l~-~e fr~ ....
holds into smaller properties, which I hope to see still further pra~iBed in the
future, will tend not a li~l~ to the more rapid improvement of our pastoral
lands. From what information I can gather, I estimate the quantity of grass
seed to be sown this season at not less than 70,000 bushels, and whilst on
this subject I cannot but deprecate the almost exclusive use of perennial rye
grass seed by our graziers and runholders, which is yearly augmenting the
number of staggering stock of all description to be met with in the early
autumn wherever this grass preponderates in any very marked degree ; this, I
am aware, has been more a matter of necessity than choice, no other grasses
having been propagated to any extent in the Province, but it is nevertheless
a mistake which ought to be carefully guarded against and assiduously cor-
rected in the future. This circumstance presents a good opening to some of
our enterprising farmers to cultivat~ for seed other grasses, such as cocksfoot,
timothy, and some of the varieties of rescue, for which, even at the present time,
there is a considerable local demand. The continued improvement in the
character of our flocks and herds should elicit from me more than passing
comment ; quality rather ~han numbers is, as it ever ought to be, now the chief
desideratum, and the emulative and spirited enterprise displayed by many of
our stockowners in the importation of valuable stud animals to improve their
flocks and herds, is producing the most gratifying results, the mlmbers and ex-
cellence of our stock being year by year more nearly contemporaneously
progressive, and we are now exporting a better class of wool than that of
some years ago; it is to be regretted, however, that owing to the demand
for Sheep being in excess of supply this year, many cull ewes which
ought to have been boiled down have met with a ready sale for breeding
purposes.

From a classification of the flocks in the Province I find that nearly one-
half of the Sheep are now either long-woolled or cross-bred, chiefly graded
Lincoln and Meriao. No Sheep have been introduced overland since the date
of my last report. The imports of Sheep at the Port of Napier during the past
twelve months number 769, and comprised 298 long-woolled rams, 103 long-
woolled ewes, 303 merino rams, and 65 merino ewes. Those Sheep, and
occasionally a few imported cattle, which I have had also to inspect, have
been arriving in small numbers nearly every week during the last five months,
and has been a severe tax on my time, and as the increasing number of impor-
tations demands increased vigilance, I consider it necessary that an assistant
should be appointed to relieve me of Port duties and those of the Public
Slaughter-house. A more commodious sheep yard and convenient dip will be
required to he erected at the Port, to expedite the dipping of imported Sheep.

Although tbot-root has become more widely disseminated, few flocks indeed
being now free from it, yet, during the past year, it has not assumed that viru-
lent form which characterised its earlier attack. I have much pleasure in re-
porting all the flocks still free fi’om scab. The erection of the double line of
fence near the southern boundary, together with the careful shepherding and
attention it receives from the boundary shepherd, as also the energetic and
systematic manner in which Mr. ]YI’Lean’s flock is being handled, goes far to
allay any apprehensions which were entertained of this disease getting across
our southern boundary. At latest advices both fences were in an efficient state,
and the portions running into the sea had successfully resisted the effects of the
heavy surf. The defective provisions of our Sheep Act, which I pointed ou~ in
my last report, still exist, rendering Inspectors powerless to compelzhe imme’
diatc eradication of scab if it once app~eared within our boundaries, and although
I drafted a Sheep Bill last session, designed to remedy those defects,’which was
disallowed, I still think it my duty to call attention to the fact that our Sheep
A~t is still defective in this respect.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

GAvI~ P~ACOCK,
To His Honor the Superintendent. Inspector of Sheep.
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I~AM~ OF SHEEPOWNER OR ~.RSON
IN OH~BGV,.

Sladen, H ..........
Soley, J ..........

~ ~.. ........

St~u~t~k ......
~~ A ....... " ...
Tiffen, F. J ..........
Towgood and Richardson ...
Tanner, T .......
Taylor, J ..........
Twigg, H. J ..........

Towgood, E ..........
Tucker, E. "...
Turner and Galb,aith" iii
Ted, J ..........
Tait, W ..........
Villers. W ..........
Watt Brothers ......
Watt and Walker ......
Williams, R. P .......
Watts, E .......
Wellwood, R~’" ...
Williams and Herric’l~" ...
Williams, J. N .......
Williams, J. N .......
Williams, S ..........
Whitmore, G. S .......

Waldron, B ..........
Waldron, B ..........
Ward, A ..........
White, J ..........
E¢6~, L ..........
Fleming, D. S .......
Fleming, D ..........
Walker, J .......
Speedy, J ..........

.°.

.°.

°°°

.°

.o,

¯°,
.°.

°°°

818
140
401

2,255
142
2O0

3.992
3.781
4.252
8,205
4,732
6,86O

5,488
423
481
707

2,912
625

10,063
13,653
3,708
1,414
1.707

12,631
14,478
9,533

15,304

30,000
750
2O3
26O
962

1,404
995
242

4,839
1,400

AMOUNT

OF ASSRSSMENT.

8. d¯
o iz o½
0 2 11
o 8 4~
2 6 11~
0 2 11½
0 4 2
4 3 2
3 18 9¼
4 8 7
8 l0 11¼
4 18 7
7 2 11

5 14 4
0 8 9~
o lO o¼
o 14 8~
3 0 8
o 13 el

10 9 73
14 4 5¼
3 17 3
t 9 ~½i 15 6~

13 3 1}
15 1 7}
9 18 7¼

15 18 10

31 5 0
o 15 7~
0 4 2~
0 5 5
1 o o½
1 9 3-
1 o 8~
0 5 0½
5 0 9~
1 9 2

.. Meanee ,..

... Kaikora ...
... Poran~ahau ...
.... Mohaka ...
... Waipawa ...
... Kaikora ¯¯.
... Greenmeadows
... Elmshill ...
... Waikokopu ...

Riverslea
... Moeangiangi ...
... WaihuaandPe-

tane ...
... Tongoio ...
... Sherwood ...
... West Clive ...
... Otane ...
... Waikari ...
... Petane ...
... Wakamahi ...
... ]Vlahia ...
... West Clive ...
... Kaikora ...
... Karamu ...
... Otamauri ...
... Frimley ...
¯ .. ]~ereru ...
... Te Aute
... Rissington and

Apley ...
Patangata ...
Waipawa ...
Porangahau ...
Porangahau ...
Esset~ ...
Boarhflls ...
Pukahu ...
Poukawa ...
Wainui ...

1,025,256 £1067 19 6

Public Works Office,
Wellington, 15~h July, 1874.

THE following lis~s of successful and unsuccessful Tenderers are published for
_L genera] information.

EDWARD RICHARDSON.

NAPIER & WAIPUKURAU RAILWAY.

C. MeKirdy, Wellington

PA~I P~ra Co~raaor.
Accepted.

Declined.

.J.

.°

H°

o°.

°,°

Oakes and Nathan, Wanganui ......... 21,877 11 0
Collie, Scott, and Wilkinson, Wellington ...... 21,903 10 3
W. S~raclian, Wellington ............ 28,501 8 4
Brogden and Sons, Wellington ......... 23,773 4 4
H. McNeil, Palmerston ............ 24,840 19 0
Mackay and Mo~eith, Napier ......... 29,178 0 0
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I JOHN DAVIES ORMOND, Superintendent of the Province of Hawke’s
, Bay, do hereby notify thst the names of the Board of Wardens and

Chairman, elected under the provisions of the "Highways Act, 1871," of
the Papakura District, are as under :-

Chairman-Alexander Mcttardy.
Wardens--John Bullock, Simeon Newbould, John Parsons, ,and R.

Dolbel.

Dated at Napier this 25th day of July, 1874.
~ ,~~m"~--------~

J. D. ORMON, D, "

A CCOUNT of Receipts and Disburse-!
.~-l. ments of the Waimarama Road
Board, Province of ttawke’s Bay, for the
year ended the 30th day of June, 1873.

~ecei2t~.
Balance in hand

1st July., 1872...
General Rates .,.
Special ......
:Rates collected

for construction
of Roads ......

:Rates collected for
repairs of Roads

Subscriptions by
Ratepayers
others for or~-r

nary or special
works ...... 30 0 0

Contributions
from Provincial
Government ...

Contributions
from Roads
District Fund
Account, under
"The Payments
to Provinces
Act, 1871}’ 113 6 8

_Receipts from other
sources, vlz. :

TOLLS.
To Balance ...

£175

Expeaditure.
-~ew J~oads--Sur-

roy and con-
struction ......

29 1 0 Existing .~oad*-
Repairs and Im-
provements ...

Other Works viz.:
Purchase of tools,

materiala and im-
plements ...

Expenses -- Col-
lection of Rates

Collection of tolls

30 0 0 Salaries and rent...

Printing and ad-
vertising ...... 0 6

Miscellaneous ... I 5

113 6

2 15 11

3 7

161 18 3

1040

110 0
173 12 3

o
4

1 11 4

£175 3 7

F. H. M~INERTZHAGEN,
Chairman.

Examined and found correct.

~. E. G. RICHARDSON,
Provincial Auditor.

Office of Waimarama Road Board,
June 30, 1873,

’,\
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\,
\,

\

\
\

\

,~0~,~--~ - ~ ~ ’~ .... ’~?r’,’*v of the Government of the Province of Hawke’s Bay, by
~: ~.~., Printers ior the time being to such Government.


