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~r All public Notifications which appear in this 6azette, with any Official Signature thereunto
annexed are to be considered as Official Communications raaae co those persons to wnom
they relate, and are to be obeyed accordingly.

J. D. ORI~IOND, Superintendent.

VoT.. XVI. WEDNESDAY, MAY 10, 1876. No. 14

SHEEP INSPECTOR’S REPORT.

SIR,’~

I have the honor to forward my annual report for the current year, and
enclose for publication statement of ,~heep Returns of 1st May, 1875, which
shows an increase over that of the former year of 48,199. The enclosed re-
turns comprise 602,812 ewes, 524,405 wethers, and 12,540 rams, or a total of
1,139,757 sheep over six mo~hs old in the Province at that date, as against
596,814 ewes, 486,942 wethers, and 12,802 rams in May 1874.

The exports of sheep coastwise and overland to the neighboring provinces
during the past twelve months, amount to about 62,000, and I compute that
about 117,000 have been absorbed by provincial consumption, and boiling
down during the same period.

From the abundance of feed during the past summer and autumn, I ex-
pect the Returns of next month to sbew a much larger net increase this year
than that above recorded, but it is not so much in the incrcasiug numbers, as
in the improved character of the sheep that we mu~t calculate our advance-
ment in this respect, and it gives me great pleasure in reporting the con-
tinued improvement of our flocks, two thirds of which are now more or less
longwooled. As an evidence of this steady improvement, I find thatin the
past ten years the sheep have increased twofold and the value of their wool
quadrupled, in other words the improvement of our grazing country--by sow-
ing of permanent grasses--enclosing and subdivision of runs has doubled the
carrying capabilities of the occupied runs, and enabled us to carry sheep
yielding a fleece double the value of those of ten years.ago. Whilst I desire
to note the steady progression in this direction and the increased area of
permanent grasses sown year by year there is still a great want of system, or
adherence to any recognised method of quickly replacing the fern by nutritive
grasses, and large quantities of grass seed have been lost year by year choked
by fern owing to the want of fencing, and heavy stocking at the proper seasons
to keep down the young fern.

Not a little of the rapid improvement of our flecks is due to breeders
having a wider range of selection of pure bred sires to suit their varied re-
quirements, and breeders generally are not backward in availing themsleves
of such advantages.

~ince the date of my last report no sheep have been introduced to this
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~rovince overland, the imports at Port Ahuriri have been limited to sheep
or stud purposes, and comprise 525 long-wooled rams, 107 long-woo ed ewes,

211 merino rams, and 10 merino ewes, or a total of 853 sheep during the past
twelve months, these sheep all arrived apparently free from disease, and were
submitted to the precautionary dipping for scab when landed.

I have again much satisfaction in reporting the flocks of the Province still
free from scab, and the double line of protective fence at the southern boun-
dary is kept in au efficient state, while l~Ir. Munro, the boundary shepherd,
continues to perform his duties in the most zealous and satisfactory manner.
A serious risk of scab being communicated to a flock iu this province was in-
curred during the past shearing by taking on a shearer from a scabby shed of
a neighboring province, fortunately he had been but a few hours at work when
the circumstances became known, and the manager happened to be a
thoroughly practical man well up in scab, and at once took prompt measures
to avert the possibility of the disease being .communicated to the flock, and I
wish some means could be devised of having the fact ever present to the minds
of sheepfarmers, that scab is as likely to be unintentionally introduced by
shearers and others from scabby stations as by any other means.

Consequent on the provincial legislation of last session depriving me of
an assistant and confining my duties almost entirely to Napier, that beyond
the flocks within my immediate range anything like inspection has been simply
impossible, and I have no hesitation in saying that so far as many of our
settlers know anything of the disease. Scab might be introduced and spread
considerably ere it could be detected and dealt with under the present super-
vision, liberal preventive measures will in the end be found not only more
effectual but cheaper than curative ones, and it may be that the reduction of
the sheep assessment, if continued, may have the effect of economising scab
into the province Take the neighboring province of Wellington as an instance,
with eonsid6rably less sheep ~han this province, and with a staff of six sheep
inspectors, the disease can scarcely be kept from increasing, and if scab got
established in this province the same conditions exist to retard its eradication.

Lungworm exists to some extent in a few of the flocks, and some deaths
of young sheep from this cause have been reported. Foot rot has also pre-
varied to some extent during the past few months, but has been kept in check
by repeated dressings. Sheep lice are also increasing rapidly in
many of the flocks, and it will be found necessary to dip off the shears to get
rid of these little pests. Owing to the unusually wet summer and abundance
of feed, the stock in rye grass pastures have enjoyed comparative freedom from
staggers this autumn.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

(~. PEiCOC~;,
Inspector of Sheep.

His Honor the Superintendent, Napier.

RETURN OF SHI~EP, ABOVE SIX MONTHS OLD, IN THE
PROVINCE OF HAWKE’S BAY, ON ls~ MAY, 1875.

Name of Sheepowner or per-
¯ son in charge.

A’])eane, J .......
Arisen, J .......
Bridge, H. H ....
Bell, 1VL S .......
Bee, F. and G ....
Bee, G .......
Bullock, J ....
Boyle, g ....
Buchanan, J[" ...
Barnes, C. 8 ....
Bennett, J .......
Boyd, J .......
Bowden, A ....
Bruce and Co ....
Collison, E .......
Cox, E .......
Collins, J., ......
Collins, :E ........

.°,

°.,
,.°

°°°

.,°

,°,
,,°

,.°
o,.
°,.

.°°

.°o

Station or Locality. Number of
Sheep.

,°°

Ashcot ......
Wai~awa ...
Fairneld ......
Tautane ......
Mohaka ......
Havelock ...
Meanee, &c ....
Pukahu ......
]~ilsthorpe ...
Tutaekuri ...
Omaranui ...
Wsiroaiti ...
Kaikora ......
Awatotara ...
Pukahu ......
Titiokura ...
Wautukai ...
Abbotsford ...

10,120
2,070
7,980
9,150
6,500

801
5,100

902
4,800
2,236
1,223
2,019
1,918
1,810

605
6,150
2,260
4,898

Amount
of Assessment.

s. d.
10 10 10
231~
8 63
9 10 7~
6 15 5

6 8~
563

18 9~
5O0
267
1 5 5~
2 2 o~
1 19 11~
1 17 8{

12 7~
681~
271
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Name of S.heepowner or
person m charge.

Wellwood, R .......
Williams, J. N .......
Williams, S .......
Whitmore, G. S .......
Witherow, J .......

Station or Locality.

Karamu ......
Frimley, &e ....
Te Aute ......
Clive Grange ...
Patangata ...

Number of
Sheep.

2,557
27,977
1~,920
8,500
1,030

Amount
of Assessment.

£ s. d.
213 3~

2° 2 10¼
15 10 10
817 1
1 1 5½

Waldrum, B.
Ward, A ....
White, R ....
White, J ....
Walker, J ....
Warren, W.
Franklin, S ....
Howes, E ....

°° ....

.°, *.°

.°° °°°
°,° °°.

°°° °°°

Waipawa
Porangahau
Porangahau
Porangahau
Pokawa
Mangapoaka
Wainui ...
Hakawai

..°

°°,

°°,
°°°
.°°

,*°
°°°

.°°

312
354 7
206 4

2,030 2 2
4,391 4 11

647 13
162 3
779 16

1,139,757 £1187 4 11~

Printed, under the authority of the Government of the Province of Hawke’s Bay, by
DmwxDm~, Mo~mso~ & Co., Printers for the time being to such Government,
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