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~3RUISE OF THE BRIG AMHERST.

OFFICIAL :REPORT.

Xnvereargill, March 31, 1868.
To ]tIs Ho~o~ T~t~ S~e~a~m)~T.

SIR,--I have the honor to submit for your
information the £ollowing report on the result of

a voyage made in the brig "Amherst," for the
lmrpose forming depots of Lecessaries for cast-
aways on the Auckland and Campbell Islands,
and of searching on these, the Antipodes, and
Bounty Island for survivors from wrecks.

We left the Bluff ]3:arbor on the morning of
Itaturday, 25th January, with the wind from the
W.N.W., there being just enough of it to take us
well clear, when it left us at the disposal of the
tide. In the Straits we had very light north
easterly airs, but by " snubbing" with a boat’s
anchor and 90 fathoms small line, we held our
own against flood, and then worked down with
ebb tide. Whilst brought up abreast of Smoky
Cave (Stewarffs Island) a boat’s crew was sent
ashore for the purpose of catching some wood-
hens, the birds were very shy, but the officers
bearing the appropriate name of Anglem, deftly
s_nared two fine ones of opposite sexes ~ they will
I ~’aat ¢spidly i~ere~ee their numbere oa the

Aueklands, where we turned them ashore. A fine
breeze sprang up on the 27th from the N.W. and
a course was shaped for the "Snares ;" believing
it to be quite possible that those for whom we
searched might have reached those Islands, and
by some accident losing their boat, h~,l b,~(.n
nnabh, tc pro,~eed fl~rther. At noon, on the 28th’
~hcn ~s y,:t the: ~rig was eight miles distant fm~a
the "~nares," the wind heacled us, so a boat w,~s
lowered into which I stepped, and we purled
away for the N.E. side of the Island, where is a
sma.1 gulch or cove. the only boat harbor on xt
I believe. Thousands of mutton-birds, nellies,
penguins, &c., heraldet our approach, and to some
extent prepared us for what we saw on landing.
Once on shore our party was decided, and we
commenced our search. I and two others made
for the west side, where we elimed a high bluff’.
some 500 feet high, commanding a good view of
the whoIe island. Our progress was painfully
slow, the entire surface being literally honey-
combed with mutton-bird holes, into which the
foot sank deeply at e~rery step, the inmates there-
of betokening their dissatisfaction at our presence
by giving vent to a half-choked querulous’cry.
The penguins (ludicrous birds) in hundreds
drawn up in rank and file, stood to oppose us on

¯ our march, and it required not a little vigorous
Moking to force our way through tJhem. We
fired the grabs on the open, and made a consider-
able smoke, but during our stay of four hour1 we
had no evidenoe whatever to show that taj, one



~vas or had been living on the island, and feeling
latkfled that bad there been any cutaways pre-
~nt we mutt have seen them, or traces of them,
we returned to our bose. The other party joined
uJ with a like report.

Before leaving we erected on the rocks at the
point a large pole 15 feet long, on
whmh are secured two bottles; one con.
raining a letter notifying our visit, and

for what purpose. The oPner filled with
matches (well wrapped up in flannel), fish-ho~ke,
a knife, and some dressed flax. Taking a Iast
look round, we recognised the immediate necessity
for our departure, the mutton-birds darkening
the sky in their flight, banging down on the
ground in thousands in a most absurd and reck-
less manner, inflicting severe burets on the heads
of several of us. We reioined the brig and
hoisting the boat up, stood away to the S.W.

The Snares are let. 48deg. 0Stain. S., long.
166deg. 45rain. ]~., and trader this name comprise
two islands, a large reef to the N.W. of the
Main, three and a-half miles distant, and several
outlying rocks. The enroll island (half-a-mile
10ng), is separated from the main on its east side
by a very narrow passage. The larger island I
take to be about four miles in circumference.
Greatest elevation, 600 feet. Coast line very
bold. It is almost entirely covered with scrub
and trees of stunted growth. The Tupari, Ake-
eke, and Kokomuka. Of M’Quarrie cabbage, there
is abundance, and of fine growth, some of the
leaves measuring two feet in diameter. Patches
clear of scrub are clothed with the lutaki tussock.
The soil is peaty and well mingled with guano,
and very moist. What rocks I saw were of the
~icgmQp. We found ~no water at sU
paiatablei some I drank being quite brackish, but
then the birds would render the best undrinkable.
Those who trade in mutton-birds, would find a
visit to these islands in March or April, prove
remunerative.

On the 80th, a change of wind enabled us to
make cur course for the Aueklands, which islands
we sighted at 2 p.m. the next day, right a-head,
not having experienced any easterly current.
Stretching at Port R(ss, we dropped an-
,her at 6.30 p.m., abreast of the Victorigs
~ignal tree. an old gnarled ir~n-wood trunk. I

¯ benefitted by the experience of otherm, or else my
attenii~,n would not have been drawn t9 it, sur,
~oand~d as it is on all sides by dead stumps.
The day following (Saturday), we formed the
first depbt on Enderby’s Island in the hut nearest
the beach (occupied by Teer and four otherS.)
Tl’his hut is in capital repair, and only required a
little extra fastening to the thatch, which was

~lankVen to it, !lhe case No. 1, containing clothing,
ets, compass, matches, tools, &c., was

placed in a good l~aition, and on it I wrote~
"~be curB~ of the widow and fatherless light
upvn the man who breaks open this box, whilst

-ack"he has a ship at his b . A spade was left
with the case. A bottle suspended over it con-
rains a~ letter of which I give a copy, it being
similar in its contents to those left at the other
depots.

Enderby Island, Feb. let, 1868.
"Brig Amhermt (Captain G~roy) chartered !~

the GoTe~nment of Southland for the purpose of
farming del~e of necessaries for castawayson
tl~ Auo~ud ~d Ca=pb~ I~u~, ~ud of
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searching on these, the .Antipodes, and BOim~
Islands for surv~vors from wrecks. There has
been left here to day, by order of the Government
of Southland, a case (hermetically sealed) con-
taining absolute nece~arle6 for the nee of
castaways. I need not add excl~s’ivel~ for their
use, for surely no one with a ship at his back

have so little respect for his manhood as to
take aught of what is contained in this box.
Three similar depbts will be made in other parts
of the island. One at Port Ross, one at the
head of Saddle Hill Inlet (third bay south from
this), and another in Carnley Harbor (the
Straits.) Those who may come after, I will ask,
in the name of sutremng humanity, to see that
the cases are preserved trom injury, and that the
landmarks remain firm in their places. Should
the lettering on the boards be indistinct, pray
renew with paint. Two woodhens (wingless
species) of opposite sexes have been turned into
the scrub. These birds should not be molested
for a few years until their number is considerably
increased. Visitors to these Islands are therefore
earnestly requested to extend their protection to
them. For the benefit of castaways, be it known
that the mutton-bird burrows in the ground,
(like a sand martin), and both yotmg and old can
be easily seeu~e~ by introducing the hand into
the hole. They are excellent eating. The
albatross and other sea-birds lay their eggs on
the high land. The course from a point half a
mile to the north of Enderby’s Island to South
Cape, Stewarts’ Island, is north ~ west, 198 milela
When you have read this please return rolled up
into the bottle and cork securely.

(S/gned) HJ~x ~s~,
On behalf of the Government of Southland.
Along the front of the hut, under the eaves

(giving it the appearance of an accommodation
house) is nailed firmly a board, 16ft long, painted
white, on which is carved in deeply cut letters,
~our inches long, "DepSt of necessaries for
castaways. Landed from the brig Amherst,
~eb. 1, 1868. By order of the Government of
Southland." The other hut hard by is ~dso in
good repair. The occupants of these cabins
must hay. used incredi01e labour and perseverance
in order tp aecummalats on Enderby’s Island from
from all parts (even from the Straits) the m~erials
for building purposes, for the manufacture of
tools, and for culinary utensils. This island is
about three miles long and one and a-half wide.
The N.W. side is precipitous ; the tops of the
cliffs covered with mosses and lichens but very
bare of pasture, Down the middle of the island
runs a belt of scrub, rata (iron-wood), enaki
(black oak), and a tree of which I only know the
native name, Ahmokoroa. ~he S.E. side is well
clothed with nettles, M’Quarrio oabbage~ Maori
cabbage, patches of white clover, and York~hi~
lOS grass (of free growth), and the common
~ngli~h cl~sy and buttercup. In the sand.hille
here the rabbits borrow and look very much at
home. The potatoes planted by the G~neral
Grant’s people are of very fair size, and had
they been kept clear of weeds, would, I have no
doubt, have thrown a very good crop. The
on this island are thriving, and have increased
~aeir number. On Monday, ~rd ~ebruarT,
having determined to form the dep6t in the
tt~it~ whilst th~ ~eather ~t~ ~ae, wt
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decided to take the boats along the weBt coast,
being anxious to see the cave which swallowed up
the ill-fated General Grant, moreover ][ desired
to ascertain whether any po~ion of the wreck
was yet ~sible. We started at daybreak with
the two whale boats, five oars in each ; an oflleer
in charge of one, Captain Gilroy and myself in
the other, and upon rounding the N,W. Cape
were met by both more wind and sea than we
had expected, the wind from the S.E sweeping
down the gullies with fearful violence, lashing the
water into spray, and at times almost turning the
boats round. We pulled along at the foot of the
cliff’s down to the entrance of the straits, never
further from the rocks than three hundred yards
and occasionally, when doubling a point, only
fifty or sixty, scanning carefully every gully and
every cave, but we saw nothing even approxi-
mating to the description given by the General
Grant’s people of the cavern into which their
ship drew. At a point on the coast from which
Disappointment Island bore ~.W., we observed
lying on a shelf of rocks and on a beach at the
foot of the clitTs, some spars and fragment of
of wreck. Near these places a little to the south
is a gulch, formed by two great masses of rock
jutting out into the sea, "(like buttresses) between
which we believed the ship to have jammed
herself in. Whether our imaginations helped us
or not I can’t say, but we fancied the rocks above
appeared marked by the vessels masts ; some
fractures looking fresh. Moreover the water
shoaled here. It would be, however, almost
impossible for any save those who escaped
from the ship, to point to the exact place:
where she drove in, their being so many of these
gulches and all so much Mike in appearance. I
made as faithful a sketch as I possibly could of
this portion of the coast ; the motion of the boat,
and the blinding spray, rendering it rather a dif-
ficult task. No wreck was seen further than what
I have already mentioned, and prudence forbade
our lingering to make a closer search, the hour
being late, and the wegther loci, lug ’ dirty.’ We
noticed several places where a landing could be
etfeeted in tolerably fine weather ; one spot, in.
deed, where even a boat might be hauled up (by
practised hands) What can I say of this coast
but that I have seen nothing to surpass, or even
equal, the grandeur, the savage majesty of its
grim storm-beaten sea walls ; standing up bold
and defiant, sullenly challenging old Ocean to a
trial of strength. There are portions of it where
the cliff’s rise perpendicularly to a height of nearly
500 feet, their sides presenting a perfectly plane
surface, at their feet a small shelf of rocks, or a
long, low cavern ; the sea breaking over the one,
and driving into the other with a noise as of
distant thunder. Entering the Straits, the toiling
cre~ pulled through the narrow passage at Menu.
mental Island, through which the tide sweeps
with great speed, and entering Sea Devil Cove,
we camped for the night, havin~ been fourteen
hours in the boat, the men woefully disappointed
at not having discovered a cave large enough to
take in a fifty gun frigate with royalmasts stand-
ing. On our way next morning to Carnley
Harbor we found the cutter Fanny at anchor in
Camp Cove, and going on board, through the
courtesy of Captain Aekers, I was enabled to take
a tracing of Perseverance Harbor (Campbell
l~laud~).from a chart in his pomeession. A few
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miles further and we land opposite ~usgrave’e
hut, in Carnley Harbor ; in f~ont of which, not
twenty yards from the beach, lies the wreck of the
schooner Grafton, with her bulwarks cut away
and three or four holes in her bottom ; her hull
otherwise, in wonderfully good condition. Find-
ing the roof of the hut fallen in, we set about
securing it, which was promptly and effectually
done, by shoreing up from both sides with planks
taken out of the Grafton : fresh thatch laid on
the top made all snug. We next took the sparj
twenty-four feet long, which Capt. ~usgrave had
fashioned into a keel, charred its heel, and nailing
firmly two boards (each eight feet long, lettered
as at Enderby) on its top, at right angles, like the
arms of a semaphore, we planted it six feet in the
ground and shored well up. I~ stands in frentof
the hut, facin~ the harbor. Case No. 2 we placed
in the hut ; with it a spade and a small box of
books. As this hut is likely to be used ocoa~ouo
ally by sealers I painted on the door--" Be care-
ful with fire." I left a letter in a bottle fixed to
the mast by a band of copper. The following
murnmg we took the Grafton’s bowsprit in tow,
and pulled down to the Peninsular. Here, close
to Musgrave’s old signal, we erected our spar,
which stands twenty feet above ground, a.~d is
firmly secured ; two white boards fixed to its top,
one with a haud carved on it, the index finger ex-
tended, pointing up Carnley Harbor, and the
words "Depot, &c., in the hut, six miles distant ;"
the other board facing the entrance of the Straits.
I left here, also, a letter. In each instance where
a depo~ has been made, and a signal mast erected,
I have taken a sketch of its position and surround.
ings, which, coupled with the description I give,
will enable your Honor to form a very correct
idea of what has been eff’eeted. The wind being
too strong to admit of our starting for the north,
we returned to the hut, and, having nothing better
to do, prospected the creek, but were unable to
bottom. In washing out several pans we found
rather coarse black sand. We arrived at Port
Ross on the afternoon of the following day, having
returned by the East Coast, which is deeply in-
dented with bays and inlets, in all of which
vessels may find anchorage and shelter from the
prevailing westerly winds. I took bearings of all
the headlands, and ascertained the position of the
reefs and shoals off’ Dundas Island ; also of a large
bed of kelp, extending for a mile to the south of

¯ this islau& which vessels should avoid.
On Friday, 7th Feb., was erected the Port Ross

signal mast, a fine spar, perfectly sound, forty-five
feet long, one foot in diameter, which we found
on a beach, having apparently formed a portion of
the old jetty. It is placed in the position formerly
occupied by Mr Enderby’s flagstaff’, stands thirty-
eight t~et above ground, and is properly set up
with shrouds. On its top is a small barrel ; below
it appears three boards, each eleven feet long (tet-
tered), in the shape of an equilateral triangle.
The whole painted white presents a very con-
spicuous and sightly object, which can be seen
from all the neighboring hills, and from the
entrance of the harbor. At its foot is a small,
weatherboarded shed, closed in, containing the
case, a spade, and a small box of books. Fixed
to the mast by a band of copper is a bottle, hold-
ing a_ let~r. The next day being fine, I went down
the ~ast Coast, with one of the officers and a boat’s
crew, and made the fourth and last depot



at Saddle Hill Inlet (marked on another chart as
Norman’s Inlet). At the head of this inlet (right
hand fork) is a pass or gorge, which runs through
to the West Coast, not more than three or four
miles across, down which Pass anyone on that
Jide would naturally take in order to arrive at the
~ast Coast. I placed the case and a spade on s
shelf of rocks, under an overhanging cliff" close to
the beach, thatching it well above and around.
In front of it, facing the inlet, a beard sixteen
feet long (lettered), raised fifteen feet from the
ground. We had some difii~mlty in securing it,
the natural advantages not being great. ~.
letter was left here. When abreast of the
entrance to the bay on our return, we landed at
the point and climbed on top of the cliff, over-
looking it some 150 feet.We left here a board
to indicate the position of the depSt, a hand
carved on it, with the finger extended, pointing
up the bay, Thus ended our work at Auek-
laud Islands. As Mr Baker, the Chief ~ur-
veyor, furnished your Honor with a report in
1865, on the physical geography, geological
formation and resources of these Islands, it is
unnecessary for me to touch on these subjects,
the more sO, as I behove Mr Baker to have
been accurate in hls statement~. I am of
opinion that a man might be away on a
very much worse shore than t the Auek-
ands. The pigs have overru~ the whole
Middle Island.(a finer breed of wild ones I have
never seen), having these, the seals, numerous
sea-birds, of wild fowl, grey duck, and widgeon,
rabbits on Bose and ~nderby Islands, mussels
and limpets on every rock, excellent water and

¯ firewood ; with a knife, and possessed of the
means for making a fire, he must be a helpless
fellow indeed who cannot soon provide himself
with the neoe~ma~eJ of Life. To do anythingin
the gasps ~ ~o~ltivation, it would require
sense labor and untiring perseverance, l~or
apart from the work of clearing away the
timber, there are the vast mounds of decayed
vegetable matter, covered with mosses, to remove
before the soil can be reached. It would then
require careful draining and fallowing before e
crop could be raised. Except on Enderby
Island, the surface is everywhere very uneven,
broken up by gullies and creeks. Most of the
trees planted by Capt. Norman, of the Victoria,
are alive, but looking sickly ; whilst gazing at
them, I caught myself calculating the compara-
tive value of a thousand of them, and
a single match to a cast-away. The
barometer stood high, during our stay,
as high as $0deg. 20sin. The average
temperature of the air, 55dug. Fahrenheit
although the weather was fine, the clouds and mist
clung most pertinaciously to the hill-tope, and I
believe this to be the rule, not the exception, so
that notwithstanding the heights of Mount Edit,
Hooker’s Hill and others, vessels frequently do
net sight the land till close under it except in
S. W. weather. This haziness of atmosphere,
coupled with ~ probable easterly current, after a
long prevalence of westerly winds, has I doubt
not, lured more than one vessel to destruction.
We know now of two wrecks within the last
three years ; who can say out of the many found
"missing" at Lloyds whether one or two more
could not be accounted for here. It is very wise
and humane to mike provisioa for those who m~y
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be castaway here, it would be equally so to take
such measures, as will lessen the risk of the vessels
themselves going ashore. This might be done by
warning masters of vessels homeward bound from
the Australian Colonies to keep. well to the
southward, or by giving a warnmg from the
Island itself, placing a powerful light on Disap-
pointment Island or t~e N: W, 0ape. If* the
labour of the eonvlcte could be utilized theeb
Islands arc admirably adapted for the formation
of a penal settlement.

We remained four days at Port Ross wmd-
bound, the time employed in filling up with wood
and water. Thursday, 13th February, brought a
change, and with the wind f~om the N.N. W, we
run down to "Campbell Island, makhlg the laud
next day at 10 a.m. The wind shifted suddenly
to the west, and blew a gale, just as we arrived
off the entrence to Perseverance Harbor, and as
it blew right out from it we were compelled to
heave-to. For the next five days we had a
succession of gales from W.S.W. and W.N.W.
We held our own well, never loosing eight of the
Island. On the 19th during a lull and a slight
change of wind, we managed to make the
Harbor just before dark, and brought up at the
entrance, with both anchors, in eighteen ~home
water, bottom sand and shells, excellent holding
ground. Hardly were the anchors down, when
it blew furiously from W.S.W. and continued to
do so for four days, during which time we were
compelled to remain inactive, being unable
to do anyttdng even with the boats,
further than landing the goats (two billies and
three nannies,) abreast of us, where the feed we
good on the margin of the cliffs. Perseverance
Harbor (well named, although perseverance alone
won’t take a ship up it} is the largest and safest

of a mile wide at the mouth, it widens a little
further up, runs east and west for about three
miles and then trends to the S. W. for another
mile and a half. The bills rise abruptly on
both sides, to a considerable height between
which, as through a funnel, the wind blows either
straight in orout of the Harbor. Anchorageean
be found all o~er, in from 12 to 15 fathoms.

On Monday, 24th Feb., the wind mademti~
we put the pigs (two boars, three sows) the ca~
for the depbt, &c., in the boats, and with ~ large
spar, which we brought with us from l~ndarhy
Island, in tow, (Captain Gilroy being very
seriously determined to leave substantial evidence
of the brig’s visit), pulled up to the head of the
harbor, landing opposite the Victoris’s mark, three
boards forming a triangle on a staff six feet high.
Not fifty yards from it we erected our spar, with
the two boards fixed to the top, as at the Auck-
lands. The case and spade at its foot, raised
from the ground and covered with athick coaging
of thatch, well secured. A search was then made
for castaways, which extended over two days.
We crossed over to West or Monumental Har-
bor, separated from Perseverance by a range of
hills, about three miles across. It is me ealled~ I
presume, from the appearance on the top of a
neighboring hill of some large rocks, taking the
shape of an obelisk. This bay is formed by the
jutting out of the N.W, Cape, and a horseshoe
bend on the south side. A vessel might lie well
enough in this bend with good ground t~kle,

,although thea’e must be a comdderabl9 swell



rolling in with the wind from the N.W. It con-
tains a good boat harbor. On the beaches were
lyin_~ several spars and planks all very old, and a
shiD’~s ~angway-rall, (metalled) looking f~esh.
WeDaw~no traces whatever of castaways. Taking
one of the spars we set it on end, and left a letter
at its foot, ins bottle, to indicate the position of
the depSt. I also mentioned the landing of the
pigs, goats, &c. From the top of the hills
dividing the two harbors we could see very dis-
tinctly our signal mast with its white boards--a
very welcome sight it may prove to some poor
naked and despairing sailor. To visit the third
harbor, (No~th Harbor) we crossed the razige 
hills dividing it from Perseverance. From the
topof the highest on this range, Mount Lyall,
(which I measured with the sextant, and found
to be 1330 feet high) I took bearings of the head.
lands, which, with some I obtained whilst on the
coast, have enabled me to make a rough sketch
map of the Island.

North Harbor, about three miles to the north of
Perseverance, is but a narrow inlet, three-quarters
of a mile wide, two and a-half miles long.
Through the valley at its head runs a fine creek,
which pours its waters into the inlet. A large
bed of kelp stretches more than half-way across
the entrance. Our search here was as fruitless
as elsewhere, we had lingered for long on the
to~ of Modnt Lyall, scanning carefully all the
neighboring elevations, had made fires every-
wh ere, and raised a smoke which might have been
seen 15 miles sir, and now, perfectly catisfiod
that none of our species, existed on the
island, we prepared to return to the brig. Before
doing so, however, we raised a cairn of stones,
leaving on it a ~bottle with a letter, as before.
Campbell Island (Erebus Point, lat. 50deg. 32
rain. S., long. 169 deg. 12 ram.E) is about eight
~iles from north to Bouth, and the same from e~t
to west. It is traversed by ranges of hills of con-
siderable height--Honey-hill, to the south, being
close upon 1600 feet. The geological formation
does not ditrcr materially from that of the Auck-
lands. In West Bay, however, the cliffs are com-
posed of chalk and beds of flints, resting on lime-
stone. "Having heard ~ rumor that copper was to
be found here, I kept my eyes open, but I saw no
indications whatever of its presence. Iron
p~Tites may probably be present, and have given
nee to the report. In Perseverance Harbor the
geologist will be interested by the appearance of
the basaltic dykes, of columnar structure, the
pillows vertical, horizontal, and in one place
radiating from a common centre, as though the
basalt, forced up through a small orifice, had
spread out in the shape of a fan. The ground is
very uneven, which made our travelling toilsome,
the foot constantly going into holes two feet deep.
The soil is very wet and peaty, the surface between
the tussock (Patiti) carpeted with beautiful mosses
and lichens of most varied hues; even the
branches of the scrub are so clothed, an unerring
indication of the humidity of the climate. The
M’Quarry cabbage, cotton pla~.t, (I have ~n idea
that good serviceable paper n~ght be maae from
the latter), and wild carrot grew abundantly
forming most excellent feed for the pigs whichwe
put ashore. The inevitable piri-piri appears
everywhere. Of timber proper, there is none on
the island. It would take a boat’s crew a con-
mid rablo time to ~ a sUI~ply of firewood, the
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scrub being of the very mmallest growth. Them
is no rata, and the enaki is of a smaller and t~e~
species thaRthat of the Aucklands, bear~ a
small white bell-shaped ~ower, with a strong per-
fume, as of hawthorne. There are of
course copious supplies of water of an
excellent kind. This island seems to be
the favorite hannt of the larger sea birds,~ the
molly mawke frequenting~ the north.east side
the albatross affecting the ranges between the
north and south harbors ; mutton birds pa~-tou~.
I think Nature has contented herself with fitting
up this island for the reception of such birds~
and pigs. The (so called) highland albatross
the noblest of all sea bi~a) lays but one egg in

a nest raised about ten i~ches from the grollnd.
The ~oung birds were iust breaking the shell at
the time of our visit. The grey duck is found here.
Of land birds I only sawthe common groundlark
and a small bird like the wren. P~ts are numer-
ous, and of a large size. ~o traces were seen of
the pigs, game cock, hens, and geese, landed by
Capt. Norman, of the Victoria. The barometer,
during our stay, stood at 29deg. 20rain.;
average temperature of the sir, 51deg.

On Friday, 29th Feb., after having made more
than one attempt to leave our anchorage, we
succeeded in getting out of the lmrbor, and
with s steady breeze from the S.W., we soon
ran the distance to the Antipodes Islands,
making the laud before daybreak on the 2nd
March, and verifying their position as fixed by
Capt. Norman. But for his observations we
might possibly have ascertained their true posi-
tion for ourselves, in a manner far from pleasant,
the chart placing them some fifty miles to the
eastward, and ten miles to the north. When
close to the Island, we flrad our gun; and lower-
lug a boat, I went ashpre with an officer, etYect~g
s landing very easily under the lee (east’ si&),
although a considerable sea w~ ~nning outside.
Firing the grass as we went, we made for a hill
in the centre of the island, which we climbed,
and from its summit carefully scanned the whole
surface around. We saw nothing but the tussock
waving in the win4, the albatross sitting
quietly on thetz nests, and a few part.nets flitting
about. We remained four hours here ; the men
spread out in di~erent directions, and then returned
to the boat with the conviction that no human
beings (with the exception of ourselves) were
present on the island. Before leaving, we placed
a board on a high rock, securing it with stones,
on which is carved "Brig Amherst, in search of
castaways, March, ’68 ; by order of the Govern-
ment of Southland." With it, two bottles, one
containing some matches, a flint and steel, fish-
hooks, and a parcel of dressed flax ; the other, a
letter, in which I mentioned what had been
done on the Auckland and Campbell Islands, &c.
Those Antipodes Islands (two, a small one lying
about half a-mile off ~ the S.E. end of the main),
are situated in lat. 49deg 42min S., long. 178deg
43m. E., the coastline bold and rugged, the cliffs
having a weather-beaten bleached appe ~amnee. The
Main Island is about three miles from east to
east, two and a-half miles from north to south.
Greatest elevation, 700 feet, the hills dotted with
high tussock (pa-ti-ti), and patches 
M’Quarrie cabbage and cotton plant. The soft is

-- -- llpeaty, but drier and firmer than that of Campbo
Island ! of serub, there is none worthy of the



name, s~ly enough to mate a Rood ~e
with. The albatross hem is the "lowbred,"
and lays two eggs. To walk ~ country re-
qnired s little circumspection, progress being
made by hopping from tussock to tussock, ¯
fete .ste~ causing the unwary one to subeicht
up to his chin amontpt the grass and phi-
phi. It reminded me forcibly of crossing
swamps in our own province, on top of the
Maori heads. The rocks on the bland are purely
volcanic. Close to where we landed are large
beds of ~se, and a fernginous seorm.
]frOm this and other ind~tiona, the conical slmpe
of all the hilk, and their rounded tops, I am of
opinion that the island has been the site of an
active volcano. Our courts had only jtmt been

~ n for the Bounty Islands when the wind
to the W.N.W., and it blew a strong gale.

The brig was "hove to." For seven days we had
¯ eneeession of strong gales from W~.W. and
W.S.W. We wore the brig, whenever anything
w~ to be gained by so doing, but despite oar
efo~ we gradually drifted to the N.E. On
Monday, 9th, finding ourselves within ninety
miles of Pitt’s Island (~ group), it was
decided (there being no sign of a change in the
weather) to ram for it, while as yet we could do
¢o. We made the laud in goodtime the same
day, but were unable to fetch in. A alight
change of wind next morning, however, helped
us to bring up in Ta Ponga, an open roadstead
on the N.E., side of the island. Here we found
the whaler Sapphire and the schooner Express of
Wellington lying at anchor. The wind gave us
but littJe zest, for chopping round suddeniy to
N.W. we had to run for Glory, a roadstead on
thoS.W, side. Anothar change of wind in afew

¯ houm, brought ar flying bask to Tsponga. When
ita ~ oeeuae&-I ~ oar mlnl

and the couse of it, to Mr Hunt, a well-known
old resident on Pitt’s Island, who, with his
family and laborers, constitute almost the entire
population on it, the natives having left to take

~potheir land in Temmaki and elsewhere in the
Ishmd of New Zealand.

She acfl here is a rich mmdy loam, admirably
adapted for the growth of ]~nglieli ~s, of
which Mr Jtunt has some 800 acres and upwards.
The ~tfle and sheep (half-bred Ronmey Mamh)
look remarkably well, and are entirely free from
disease of any kind. From Mr Hunt we received
several kind attentions during our stay, and upon
our departure he gave us an ample supply of
vegetables from hie welLstoeked gardens. The
average temperature of the air whilst at anchor
he~e was 61deg. with the wind from W.S.W.

Our patience (and it had been put to a severe
test) was well nigh exhausted, when on Saturday,
14th March, the wind blew softly from the north
and we put to sea, in twenty-four hours lessening
our distance from the Bounty’s by 150 miles. Once
more we received a check in oar career, and a
repetition of the forme~ winds, kept us from
making the Bounty’s until Thursday, 19~. A
:few strokce, of the pen su~ce to tell how we were

in our attempt, to close with these islands
for ¯period of eighteen chtys (including our stay at 
Plats) but they caunotconveyto your Bonor anyim.
prsesion of the sense of weariness and disquietude
~nn which we sufered during that t~ne of con-
mint strife with the ekmente. On the mine
night that we dlihted ~ the wind ehaalp~

~s ~m.mg with it. The brig wM "hove to (h~
cn~c ~mte) and at 8 ~ next morning,
about 8 miles to the S.W., two t~mtwerthy look-
our* were otationed on the foretopmfl ymd, and
we ran down under a elms-reefed malntolzmfl, to

half a mile of the mek~ for such they a~

~L~up of naked detached roekJ, extending from.W. to S.E. about two miles. The sea rose in
spray to the tops of the highest (same 100 feet)
and breached clean over the lower ones. Them

~e.d oy. ~y~. rock. aweAl~ atsemedi..~ea
from the mambody. Of ooumo no attempt could
be made to land, but we ~w everyreek ~rmtinetly
with the naked eye, and had there been anything
as h~.e ~. a goat moving on them we must have
percexved it. Neither man nor beMt could exkt
on the Bounty’s, and had I known their nature,
I would not have deemed it necemma.y to vi~t
them.

Thus, your Honor, with our visit to these
rooks ended the work which we were sent to pet’-
form. The instruetious received have been e~-
ried out, with the atone spirit .in which they were
given,

The depot~ on the Aueklaud and Cam]:d~ll
Islands, have been made with ears, and ih.~
~madOus distinctly defined. A el-- ~weh has

e for the castaways, and it is with grave
regret such search as fruitless. To all thcec’who
entez+tained a faint hope that the chief officer of
the General Grant and his three commdm might
still be alive on some of the I~ud~, it will be a
sat/sfaction to know, that whilst the doubt as to
their fate existed, an attempt has been made to
succor them. It must be now beyond a questicm
~at the poor fellows perished in their boat at era.
x mt olo.e my report without ,~k~
¯ ~V ~ ~ouching Captain ~my, his eflfzem
and crew ; of their conduct, I cannot speak in too
war~ terms of commendation. Their beald_ug
throughout was .~ot that of those, whose ahip

chartered for a specific purpose, carry out
their icktructious from a mere eemm of duty, but
of man very earnest of purpose, whose heart wea
thoroughly in their work. I eiucereiy hope,
should it ever fall to my lot again to embark on ̄
similar expeditien, that I may have for eem.
pm3ione my ]ate shipmates, or at all event~, men
of their celibre.

The brig proved herself an admirable ram-
boat, albeit rather slow, her bottom being very fouL
Since my return, my attention has been drawn by
Captain Thompeen,harbor mastera toa chart in the
pos~sion of Captain Boyd, of the Robert
Henderson, a chart published, by James l~y,
102 Minorles, bearing date 1851, on which the
Auckland I~mds are placed 85 nnle~ to the south
of their true position. This glaring erro~ in the
latitude will of itself account for the wree~ which
have taken place on these Ishmde, without the
further e~d of base and current to which I have
alluded in this report, suppodug the mutem
of the vessels wrecked to have been guided by
Imrafs chart. Captain Boyd is himself awa~ of
the m-ro~, it having nearly oost him his ship on a
voyage home from the Colonies. Immediate
notice should be given to the shipping w,rid of the
existence of such error on such chart. I have the
hono~ to be Sir, your obdt. servant

Hair &smn~, J~, M,.P,O,
A~ On belm~ot ~e
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NATXVE LANDS COURT.

Notice of ~es and Places for Investigating Claimz.

NOTICE is hereby given that the claims, on behalf of themselves and others, of the

leveral persons whose names are mentioned in the first column of the Schedule here.

under written, to the several blocks of l~nd, of which the names and localities are

mentioned in the second column, the boundaries of which are published in the ~E_~h(f~

o ~r~ ~r¢~i, will be investigated at Du~ux~, on the 27th of April next; and following

days.
A. J. DICKEY,

Chief Clef]r;

Name of Claimant.
Name and Locality

of Block.
Boundaries.

HE PANUITAI~GA KI N@A TANGATA E WHAI TAKE

Place where plan will
be deposited

for public inspection

ANA KI TE

WIIENUA KIA MOHIOTIA Al TE WAHl ME TE RA E TI~ Al

TE KOOTI HEI WHAKAWA I O RATOU TAKE;

Naj he Psnultanga tenoi kia mohiotia si, ko to take s nga tangata tic ratou ng~

illgoa e mau nei ite rarangi tuatahi i taro nei, ki nga piihl whenua e mau nei i ~

rarsngi tuarua, ka whakawakia a to 27 o nga ra o kperira, 1868, e to Kooti Whaka~

Whenua Maori ki

TANITINI, (DUNEDIN) OTAKOU;

I~A TI~I,

Kai tuhituhi o te Kooti~
]~ooti Whakawa Whenua Maorii

~Umrausj 28 Pepuere, 1868,

lratoa e whai tiksnga ana mo aua wherus me haere ki roir~.

Ka oti te whakaws, ka puts te Karauna Karsati kl te bungs i kites tons tika ~ t~

¯1toots : heoiano he tino whakaotinga tens; ekore rawa e tika kia peke mai tet~hi tangsta

M muff.



Ko t+GA+n~"60A o z~tx ~cttQ~+.6. To ax~dtr

,Homi Topi Patutd
Korako Karetai
Hoani Ko~Lko
Fred Kihau

~o~i~ Whitiri ,
aui Topi Patu~i

Ka~l~titi
Teoti Te Rauparaha
~mo~ Maw~o
~rUefi WeUer
.H.~dmon~ Papaoita
Henere Huruhuru
Ramer~ Te Auotu
Pene’mi~nine Kahupsfifi
Tamafi Tutu
Teone T0pi Patuki
Paitu
Te one Paroro
~Jamie Wickrou
Horomona Pukeheti
~eorge Howell
~l~wiri Te Auhs

" ~P~,.thnk-~ ~ Au

Hone Matewal
Reweti Te Akau
:Rswirl Tatdra
~fimona Pakipaki
Teopira ~m~
Henerv Paramata
~akUrua
Aperahama t~utoitoi
~ameS Weevil
l~tima Te Au
~amati Te Au

I~0A I~OOA 0 I~GA WHENUA ~ TE

Tuturau,’0takou

!0 m""+, !Blutr.

Oue, Bluff

Aparlma, Riverton

0ralm, Riverton.

KawakaDutaputa, l~iverton.

Matini To Au Onetota, ]~iverton.

Ka kitea to mapio Tuturan ki to Tari ]~uriwhenua i Dunedin, Otakeu ; ko nga
maplo era atu piihi kei to Tari Ruriwhenua, Southland.

The map of Tuturan can be seen at the Survey Office, Dunedin ; the maps of
the other .pieces at the Survey O~ce, Southland,



RETURN 01~ SHEEP INSPECTED IN THE PROVINCE OF SOUTHLAND during the month of February, 1868.

DATE O~ INS~EC- DAT~O~ PRECED-
TIOI~, ING INSPECTION.

Feb. 26th) Cot. 1867. Waicol
,, 27th.
,, 28th.)

NO. O~ ! NO, OF DATE ON~VHIC~
rlON. WHERE SITUATE. NAME OPMANAGER OR

OWneR,
SHEEP ON ~HEEPI~- RESULT. SHEEP~THERE DIS" REMARKS.
STATION, SPECTED. EASED.

Jacob’s Rive~ W. Martin 8,000 6,600 20th Sep. 1867.Sawnoseab. Sheep!
had only been dip-
ped about five

weeks.

Sheep Inspector’s Department, Invereargill, February 29th, 1868. HENRY O. FIELDER,

Chief Inspector of Sheep, Southland.





J~~G!STERED

N~M~ERS.

699

7OO

701

702

7O3

70~

705

706

7O7

7O8

7O9

710

711

712

718

71¢

716

717

718

719

72O

721

7~2

7Sa

72~

7~5

726

727

728

729

73O

RETURN OF

NA~r~ O~ Ow~.

~)unean M’Rao

Dougald Napier

Ferguson & ~Iontgomeri

John Nieholson

James Cloade

~[atthew Mai~

John Hall

~alcolm M’OaUum

Alexander 8yme

John M’Bride

John Robertson

William Bath

Eiizabeth Campbell

Peter Blakie

John Angus ~ritehell

1Wartha Harvey

Stephen James

William Sergeant (for hil
children)

John Tosh

Poynter & Butler

Thomas Walker

William ~’~aser

William Walker

George Roberts

B ella Howell

Henry Powell

Henry George ~ielder

Jamee O’Br[eu

Reburn Brothers

Henry Kenyon

William Bert Reid

James Z~Jller

Robert Cowau

60

REGISTERED
ll.i ,

R~SIDENCEo

Hokanui

Flemington

Hokanui

Kingstown

Riverton

Mabel

Jacob’s River

Ot~rsmika

Gore

Jacob’s River

Waianiwa

Gummy’s Bush

Riverton

Ryal Bush

Oteramika

Jseob’s River

Rafts Bush

Hamilton Barn

Harewood

M’araroa

Sydney

Xnver~argill

Winton

Wairaki

Jacob’s River

Birchwoofl

Wellesley

Ryal Bush

Grove Bush

Invercargill

Long Bush

Near Riverton

Centze Bush

BRANDS.

NF

7a

NN

5~

A heart with a bar over it,

J~

M3

Like us eonioined.

MB

[R conjoined and the figure 2.

BT

CV

B

MZ

21

SJ

Sa

TU

PB (conjoined)

YW

WN

R6

23

IP

Ol~ "

R8

H’K (conjoined)

BO

MV

RCE



RETURN

REG-ISTER~D

NUZ~BEES.

732

733

73~

735

736

737

738

739

740

742

7~3

744

745

245

747

748

749

750

751

752

753

75~

7~5

756

757

758

759

76O

761

~’62

763

76&

61

OF REGISTERED BRANDS-- Continued.

N~ oP OwNmi. R~SID1a~Cl BX~DS.

John Thomson Seaward Downa J :~

Margaret Tannock Dawsor

James Ross

Richard Dale

’ Hugh Miner

William M’Micha.l

Robert Stewart

Christina Beain

Willlam M"genzio

Frank Pelling

W. & A. Cruickshank

Archibald M’$porran

John Bisset

James W. Evelegh

Caleb Small

Christopher Basstian

John Biffs .

Duncan Ross

Henry Sadlier

I~ng Bush

wmton

InvercargiR

Aparima

CampheRtown

Oteram.lka

InvereargiU

Jacob’s River

Wallacetown

Invereargfll

Spurhead Bush

Near Wallaeetown

l~ear Mount Pleasant

Near Riverton

Dunrobin Station

DV

RV

LK

,~-5
MX

BL

BC (conjoined)

BP (c0nioiued)

KC

A2

BB

E (in a diamond)

SV

B (with a crown over it)

William Crisp (for kis chil.
dren)

G. Dundas

J. 1~. Dundas

John Neff

William Scott

J. F. Collins

Edward H. Warren.

Alexander Macdonald

William Galbraith

David G~y

John Allan

John M’Donsld

Hannah Barro~ (for her
childran)

David M~ckay

Oteramika

Waikivi

Mona Bush

Riverton

Invercargill

Invereargill

Winton

Forest Hill

Spar Bush

Spar Bush

I~ngwood

Eyre Hill

Flemiugton

New River

Bluff

CampboUtown

Near l~verton

BU

D7

SII

YC

A drele with a bar through it.

JD (conjoined)

N L

SY

J~ (conjoined) and letter O

The square and compass

XM" (emnj oined)

57
DB (conjoined)

J8

WD"

W9

DZ
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RETURN CF REGISTERED BRANDS--Continued.

REGISTERED
~T~E 01~ OW1T~/L RESIDENCE.

UMBERS.
BRANDS,

765 Andrew :M:’Calder Forest Hill

766 Henry M’Coneehy ¯ £’Masters Town Ha

767 James Harvey Invereargill I©i
768 Alexander Fraser Invereargill ZF

769 Henry Warden One Tree Point
W

770 William M’Loed :~Iabel Bush

771 William John Cuthbert Walkivi W
4

772 William Robinson Perkins Waod Acres 7o
773 Catherine Perkins Wood Acres ~o

774 George l~e~d Wa~mumu OV

775 Arthur Messer Winton OM

776 James Baker Gladstone A masons trowel with the let.
teY B on it

777 Samuel Miller Oteramika 82

778 Frederick Henry Geisow Xnvercargill GFH (conjoined)

779 John and David Finlay Bluff Road I~Y

780 Helen Hunt Longwood HX

781 Alexander Grigor In eh Clutha G

282 William Panton Grlgor Invereargill 2o
788 William Shaw Long l~idge $5

788 Henry Stewart ~ount Pleasant 8
785 James Cromble Oteramika CF

786 John :Elliot Hokanui xE

787 Duncan Fraser Waimatuku FZ

78a Gavin Amos I Mable Bush 6_0

T. K. W]~LDON,

Registrar of Brands.

Printed under the Authority of the Provincial Government of Southland, by REZg0I~D$
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