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FPHE following letter from the Colonial
Surgeon, to His Honor the Superin-
tendent, is published for general informa-
tion.
C J. C. Ricumoxp,
Provincial Secretary.
New Plymouth, 20th June, 1860.

Colonial Hospital,

New Plymouth, 18th Juneé, 1860.
*81r,—Probably your Honor is aware
that, with the exception of the year 1850,
there has been no winter, since say that of
1847, in which some cases of typhus fever
have not occdrred within.the bounds of this
community. Itistobeobserved, however,
that the disease has invariably manifested
itself, not as an epidemic, but sporadically;
and, generally, of so mild, though lingering
a stamp, that, of the several individuals
attacked, from the above noted period to
the present date, four cases only are re-
corded in our bills of mortality, two of

which have been registered within the last |
month, and I may add that two or threg:

other members of the same family, now
labouring under the disease, are, it is ap-
prehended, not unlikely to fail victims
also.

_Hitherto, nothing. of a.contagious.cha-
racter has been traced to account for the -
various outbreaks of the disease here;
though at its earliest recognised epoch it
was alleged to have been introduced by
the arrival of a young gentleman from
Auckland, at which place the same type of
fever occurs, in scattered ‘cases, every
winter. :

Before going farther I would premise
that eleven years ago I took considerable
pains to investigate as to the promoting
cause of this fever in our settlement; and
found what farther annual experience and
observation have most satisfactorily con-
firmed, that, not only had it never p:o-
gressed as a contagious malady would, but
on no occasion, had it ever developed itself
than in those houses where free perflation
betwixt the ground and the timber flooring
was altogether, or even, in some instances,
only partially obstructed.

- 8Such, then, is the' important fact that, as
above intimated, I have never yet seen a

«case. of the disease, whether in the town, or

its adjacencies, where an uninterrupted cur-
rent of air passes betwixt the ground and
the timbers and flooring—and hence the
explication why the fever in question has
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merely dotted here and there, and never|ject has been before the public, in printed
yet assumed the indiscriminate spread of | form, for upwards of the last ten years;

an epidemic among us.

and, that, on all our fever occasions, I have

The cause, then, is not only local, but verbally drawn attention to the preventive
in a manuer is of domestic productmn-——to means stated, yet I am not aware that I
wit—a malaria proceeding, I believe, from | have succeeded, even once, in persuading
the moist rotting, or dry decaying of the|any one of the really concerned, to attend
timbers of dwellings circumstanced as:I|practically to the suggestion. Tt appears
have stated 5 and not improbably strengthisl to me, therefore, that nothing short of in-
ened in the degree of its poisoning influence culcatmg coercively is applicable ; say by
by the oozing of indoor soil emanations|an exertion of your Honor's authority, or
also, by legislative enactment,

The first of these presumed causes I
have seen demonstrated, in fever invaded
habitations, repeatedly, or since my atten- |
tion wawfirst drawy to- the subjeet ; butin’j:
none'more: remarkably thaniin that cottage |

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
P Wirsox,-

Col. Suigeon-and Henlth: Officer.:

recentdy -occupied by Richard Foreman, “His Honor

whose case, indeed, has been mainly the
motive of my now addressing you. Incon-

The Superintendent,
New Plymouth,

sequence of our war troubles he abandoned {-~
his farm at Tataraimaka upwards -of three |-

months ago, and with his family—eleven

TENDERS FOR MEAT.

in all, came into town and occupied a cot- [ [FYVENDERS will be received at this office

tage, situated in a low district thereof, on |

« until Wednesday, the 27th instant, at

the right bank of the Mangotuku stream. | ricon, from persons willing to contract with

The cottage is built of sawn timber, but on | the Provincial Government for the supply _

the plan which I complain of ; and though | of Meat during the two months commenc-
it may not be so old an erection as it looks jing * 1st July next. Further particulars
to be, yet the wood, in several places, is in | may be c¢btained on application,

the state of honeycomb rottenness; and the
basement, all around, is carefully closed

G. CutrieLp,..
_ Superintendent,.

up by turf and éarth against the admissiont Superintendent’s Oﬁit‘e,

offpeabiaizi. Moreover,-it-is-considerably | .

sheltered from our: prevailing winds by the
high land-of the opposite bank. of. the
stream ; -and, altogether, the site, in .a

18th June,. 1860, ..
TENDERS FOR CARTING.

health point of view, cannot be regarded as | [JYENDERS will be received at this office

favorable; particularly in the..present un-;

until SATUBDA¥ next; the 23rd instant,

drained state: of the. gmund, But not to(at. noan, for -carting SHINGLE from the
occupy much more of your Honor’s time, beach and depositing the same on the town
and attention, I would beg to recommend | footpaths, Particalars may be had at this

that the cottage, which, no doubt, has been | office.

the cause of so much sickness, be not again
inhabited until - thoroughly and sanitarily

J. C. Ricamonn,
Provincial Secretary

modified, by being disencumbered of all { Provincial Secretary’s Office,

deeayed and:-decaying timber, and so ele-
vated from the ground as-to allow the free
transmission:: of air betwixt that and the
flear.-

In conclusion, T would remark that the
cause of this afficting, -and, as-we have oc-
casionally to witness, fatal disease, is easily:

New Plymouth, 20th June, 1860.

CUSTOMS’ SALE

HE following: Goods will bé- sold by

A . Public Auction on Fripay, the 25th .
wday.jof June, at noon, for Duty and Ware-

obviated.- But;  hitherto, . maleria~— inghouse. Rent, under clause 89 of the Cus-
plain«English,  fever-exciting, or.health-| toms’ Regulation. Act of . 1858, unless
poisoning effluvia .emitted from decaying|cleared for-Home Consumption or Expor-
tirber, as also other innocuously-seeming | tation previous.to the above date :—

terrestrial exhalations, is a “doctrine, net

K- B 87.~—1 Quarter Cask .Old Tom

like that of contagion, readily comprehen- | (sweetened spirits), ex Esther, J..Blair, @

sible-by. the.meanest:mental- capacdity, but
requmi:g research into cireumstances for its.
inductions, and a careful consideration be-

V\eellmgtou. Warehoused 13th May, 1857.
W. LegcH,
Collector.

sides. Such,. at.least, my experience tes-| Custom House,

tifies ; for though my Report on the sub-

New Plymouth, 23rd May, 1860.



