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" Provincial Secretary’s Office,
New Plymouth; 1st May, 1861.
IS Honor the Superintendent has di-
rected the following correspondence,
relatize to subscriptions in aid of ithe Fa-
ranaki settlers, to be published for general
information. -

i J. C. Ricumon,
Provincial Secretary.

Superintendent’s Office,
Auckland, -April 4, 1860.
Sir,—I have the honor to forward to
you enclosed copy of a series of Resolu-
tions which were unanimously adopted at
~a Public Meeting of the: Inhabitants of
Auckland, convened on Monday evening
last, the2nd instant, for the purpose of
affording the people of Auckland an op-

- portunity of expressing their sympathy

- with their fellow-settlers at Taranaki, and
to devise some means for affording timely
aid for the reception of such of their wives
and families as may wish to come to Auck-
land.

T have, &c.,

- (Signed) -+ J. WrLiamsox,

T Superintendent.

(Chairman of the Meeting.)

The Superintendent,
Taranaki.

, - Auckland, April 4, 1860.
Sir,—I have the honor to enclose you
copy of the Resolutions passed unani-
mously at the Public Meeting .held.on

Monduy evening last: tovexpress the sym-

pathy of the people of Auckland with, and
their desire to render every possible aid to,
their fellow~colonists of Taranaki during
the present disturbance in that Provinece;
and which, by the last thereof, your Honor
is requested to forward to His Honor the
Superintendent of Taranaki.
) I have, &c.,
(Signed) ALBERT WM. HANsARD.
(Sec. of said Meeting.)

To His Honor

The Superintendent of the Province of

Auckland.

COPY OF RESOLUTIONS.

Moved by Dr Campbell, seconded by
Mr Graham :—¢ That this meeting desires
to express its warmest sympathy with their
fellow-colonists at Taranaki in the present
disastrous state in which they are involved
by the recent native disturbances in that
district, and feels it to be alike a duty and
a pnvxlege to offer. whatever aid is m its
power towards their relief.”

Moved by Mr Gilfillan, seconded by
Mr Heale :—‘ That a refuge and cordial
welcome be offered to any parties who may

| be degirous of removing fram. Taranaki to
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Auckland during the present troubles, and
(if required) that steps be taken to afford
relief to the sufferers there.”

Moved by Mr Henderson, seconded by
Mr Clarke,—** That a subscription list be
now opened for a Relief Fund, and for
carrying the foregoing Resolutions into
immediate effect, and that a Committee be
appointed with power to administer the
same according to their discretion, and to
report to a future meeting.”

Moved by Mr King, seconded by Mr
Hansard :—* That the following gentle-
men be the members of the ¢ Relief Fund’
Committee :—

Dr Campbell,

Mr G. Graham,

“ A, Clark,

¢ T, Heale,

¢  Thos. Henderson,
¢« John Salmon,

*“ E. King,

¢ John Graham,

¢ H. Coolahan,

« J. A. Gilfillan,

“ @G, P. Pierce,

¢ T.S. Forsaith,
« J. T. Boylan,

¢ A. W. Hansard.”

Moved by Mr Forsaith, seconded by
Mr Boglan :—* That the Chairman be re-
quested to forward a copy of the foregoing
Resolutions to His Honor the Superinten-
dent of Taranaki,”

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, April 6, 1860,

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 4th instant,
enclosing a copy of the Resolutions passed

‘at a2 Public Meeting in Auckland.

I have to return my grateful acknow.
ledgments on behalf of the people of Ta-
ranaki to the inhabitants of Auckland for
their sympathy, and the liberal manner in
which they propose to assist the distressed
women and children of this Province.

The intelligence received by the mail
that brings the Resolutions will, of course,
prevent our taking advantage of your offer,
as your Province appears not unlikely to
share our difficulties. It is, however, a
great satisfaction to krow that, should
your circumstances permit and ours require
it, we shall have the same generous aid
from you as we have already received from
the people of Nelson.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) G. CurrIELD,
Superintendent,
His Honor R
The Superintendent, Auckland.

Auckland, 7th April, 1860,
Str,—~The formal proceedings of the
Public Meeting held here to sympathise
with and afford aid to our suffering fellow-
colonists in your Province having been
forwarded to you through the Superinten-
dent of Auckland, it becomes unnecessary
for the Committee of the Auckland ‘¢ Ta-
ranaki Relief Fund” to transmit a second
copy. ,
The pleasing duty, however, devolyes on
the Committee to place at your disposal a
first instalment of the subscriptions col-
lected. The Committee are well aware of
the delicacy of the duty which they request
you to undertake in dispensing aid, which
has the appearance of a charity, to those
who must feel that, but for the fearful ca-
lamity which has fallen upon them, they
would have been far beyond the necessity
of accepting such relief. The Committee
trust, however, that you may be able to
make use of the means now transmitted in
some way which may be acceptable to the
recipients. The Committee baving Tre-
ceived the fullest discretionary power, con-
sider they cannot better serve the wishes
and feelings of the subscribers to the fund
than by delegating the same discretionary
power to your Honor, being convinced
your position will better enable you than
any other person to attain the desired ob.
ject of succouring the homeless settlers

now at Taranaki, or who may have sought -

refuge at Nelson.
I have, &c., .
(Signed) E. Locan CaMPBELL,
Chairman to the Auckland * Taranakij
Relief Fund.”

His Honor

The Superintendent,

Taranaki.

Enclosure.

Alex. Kennedy's letter of eredit dated
7th April, 1860, authorising yéu to draw

‘on the Union Branch, Auckland, at sight,

in such drafis as may be convenient to ex-
tent of Five Hundred Pounds (£500).

New Plymouth, April 17, 1860.
Siz,~—I have the honor to acknowledge
your letter of the 7th inst., enclosing a let-
ter of credit on the Union Bank of Aus-
tralia, Auckland, for £500, an assistance
which is as gracefully as it is generously
tendered by our fellow-colonists of Auck-
land for the relief of the sufferers here by
the present war. :
The discretionary power you place in
my hands witk y »delay for some
time my appropriation of this fund, and as
1 have already received help of the same



kind from his Excellency’s Government, I
propose so to delay until it shall have been
decided in the General Assembly in what
respect, and in what degree the burden of
the war is to be borne by the Colony ge-
nerally. :

The uncertainty of the extent of the
war, and as to how far some parts of the
Auckland Province may yet be involved,
is a further reason why I should defer em-
ploying the money, I think it would be
wrong to mpake use at so early a stage of
the generous gift that may soon be as
much or more needed by persons more
closely connected with Auckland. In such
a case, I should wish either to return the
money into your hands, or to throw it into
a more general fund, applicable for the re-
lief of sufferers in any part of the Island,

I believe one of the hardest trials the
settlers here will have to experience will
follow the establishment of peace and the
cessation of all military pay and rations, and
the return to their homesteads, ruined by
neglect where they shall have escaped vio-
Ience. In anticipation of this time, if for
no other reason, it would, I think, be right
to defer the immediate use of the funds.

_ Y am safe in saying, on behalf of every
person in this Province, that the friendly
help of the people of Auckland is highly

valued, and that our settlers are greatly |

encouraged by this and similar acts of kind-
ness from other quarters which have accom-
panied the war. I trust the mutual good-
will so stimulated may never flag, but that,
when no long time hente- our population
and civilisation meet on the common boun-
daries of the Provinces, we shall be found
substantially, as well as in form, one undi-
vided nation.
I have, &ec.,
G. CurrrELp,
Superintendent.

J. Logan Campbell, M.D.,

Chairman to the Auckland Taranaki

_ Relief Fund,

Superintendent’s Office,

Dunedin, 16th April, 1860.

S1r,—On behalf of the settlers of Otago,

I have the honor to convey to you the
heartfelt sympathy they entertain towards
their fellow-countrymen in Taranaki in the
distressing circumstances under which you
are now placed, and to express our earnest
prayer to God that, ere this reaches, peace
and safety may have been fully restored.
As, however, it is feared that many of your
outlying settlers may have suffered the
. loss of their all under the casualties of war,
we were desirous of manifesting our sym-
.~pathy by a pecuniary contribution, to be

(Signed)
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placed in the hands of your Honor for the
relieving of any such distress; but, as we
are without any authentic information as to
the extent or nature of the distress, I have
the honor to request that you will, if ne-
cessary, draw upon the Provincial Treasu-
rer of Otago at sight for any sum not ex-
ceeding One Thousand Pounds, to be ap-
plied as you may see fit.
I have, &ec.,
(Signed) JamEs MACANDREW,
Superintendent.

His Honor

The Superintendent,

Taranaki.

) Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, 27th April, 1860.

Sir,—I have the honor to convey my
grateful acknowledgements to yourself and
the settlers of Otago for the warm sympa-
thy they have mauifested towards the set-
tlers of Taranaki.

The duties which have devolved on the
Taranaki people are and will be very ar-
duous, but the knowledge that they are
sympathised with and assisted by their
fellow.colonists has cheered them in their
long night watches. The losses sustained
up to this time have been very consider-
able, as the whole of the country has been
abandoned. In the Omata District nearly
every house has been sacked and reduced
to bare walls; while in the Bell Block five
homesteads have been burned down. The
heart of the settlement has not yet been in-
vaded, but it'is in hourly peril.

The Provincial Government, assisted by
that of the Colony, has been using its best
endeavours to meet the demands made up-
on it for the housing and support of the
country families, and the timely assistance
afforded us by our nearest neighbour, Nel-
son, has enabled us to relieve our over-
crowded town of 430 women and children.

The war, at this moment, is confined
within the limits of our small Province,
but great agitation exists throughout Wai-
kato, and to that district we look with
considerable anxiety for intelligence.
Should the people of Waikato, ata meeting
shortly to take place, determine to render
no aid to our disaffected natives, I trust
the war will soon end, and a wider field be_
opened for the energies of the settlers of
Taranaki. : ’

I propose to retain the power of drawing
for the considerable sum you have so ge-
nerously placed at my disposal, should the
necessities of our people at any time re-
quire extraneous support, or until after the
termination of the war.

I will do myself the pleasure of writing
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you again, so soon as any crisis takes place
in our affairs, and, in the meantime, beg
that you will accept the grateful thanks of
this Government for the prompt and hearty
aid the Provincial Government of Otago
has offered to our people.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) G. CutrieLp,
His Honor

Supermtendent
The Supermtendent of Otago,
Dunedin.

Superintendent’s Office,
Wellington, May 19, 1860.

Sir,—I have much pleasure in informing
you that the Provincial Council, at their
sitting on Wednesday last, unanimously
voted a sum of One Thousand Pounds for
the relief of their fellow-colonists at Tara-
naki.

I lose no time in enclosing you a draft
on the Union Bank at Nelson for the sum
of Five Hundred Pounds, and shall be pre-
pared to remit a similar amount very
shortly, or whenever you may advise me
that further funds are required.

1 .beg, on behalf of the inhabitants of
this Province, that you will have the good-
ness to convey to our fellow-settlers of Ta-~
ranaki the assurance of our deepest sym-
pathy with them, and our warm admiration
of their gallant conduct in the field.

I have, &c.,
(Bigned) 1. E. FeaTnersrox,
Superintendent.
His Honor G. Cutﬁeld Esq.,
Superintendent,

Taranaki.

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, 29th May, 1860.
Sir,—1 have the honor to return my
grateful acknowledgements on behalf of
the inhabitants of Taranaki for the sympa-
thy and liberal feeling manifested by the
Provincial Council of Wellington, as com-
municated by your letter of the 19th inst.
Our men being employed in the Militia,
and rations being furnished to all whose
“'necessities require them, no distress at pre-
sent exists. The time of difficulty and
privation will be at the termination of the
.war, when both pay and rations will cease.
I propose, therefore, to retain ‘the liberal
gift presented to this Province till ‘then,
‘when some assistance in cash administered
with judgment to those who will have lost
all and have to commence the world anew
may prove of great ‘and lasting advantage,
and will be fully appreciated.
. I will make known to our people your
‘kind recognition "of their exertions and

losses, and shall feel obliged by your com- ,
municating my thanks to the Provincial ~
Council of Wellington and the mhabltants
in general.
I have, &ec.,
(Signed) G. CuTrIELD, .
Superintendent.
His Honor
The Superintendent,
‘Wellington,

Provincial Secretary’s-Office,

Christchurch, May 28, 1860.

Sir,~—1 have the honor to inform you
that several influential gentlemen in this
Province are desirous of calling a meeting
and setting on foot a plan for the purpose
of raising subscriptions for the relief of our
fellow-colonists at Taranaki, At the same
time no authentic information has arrived
as to the channel through which this relief
should be administered in order that it may
be productive of the most beneficial results:

I should feel obliged, if not troubhng
you too much, by your communicating

with me on this matter by return of post.”

I have, &c., )
(Signed) Cuas. R. BraxistoN. = *
’ Provincial Secretary.
His Honor .
The Superintendent,
Taranaki.

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, 15th June, 1860, -

Str,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt.

of your letter of the 28th ult., requesting
me to acquaint you through what channel
relief should be administered to the colo-
nists of Taranaki, so as to produce the
most beneficial results,

In reply, I have the honor to inform you
that the plan adopted by the Provincial
Government of Wellington and Otago and
by the Auckland subseribers has been to
remit, or to empower me to draw for the
funds at their disposal for my admmlstra-
tion.

In acknowledging the recelpt of the se-
veral sums, I have described in general
terms the position of the settlers, and have
stated that I do not feel warranted in ex-
pending any portion of the funds placed.in
my hands until the close of the war, unless
some unforseen event should render .an
earlier distribution absolutely necessary. .

Up to the present time I have been able
to meet all cases of inmediate distress out
of funds advanced by the General Govern-
ment of the Colony, but I am unable to
state what the future position of our set-

tlers ‘is likely to_be, as that will depend
greatly -on the action of the -(eneral As-

W



wsembly in the ensuing Session, and in the
chances, duration, and extent of the war.

The loss of property has already been
very considerable. The houses at the two
extremities of the. settlement have been
sacked and maltreated, and in one district
four homesteads have been destroyed by
fire. The gardens and fields have been
almost converted into a common by the
destruction of fences, and are being over-
grown with Scotch Thistle and other nox-
ious weeds. Cultivation has almost ceased,
—flocks and herds are being sold for the
butcher, and in a few months nothing may
be left outside the lines save the untilled
lands. '

The position of the settlers at the close
of the war must in any event be one of
great difficulty ; and years must pass away
before the country can assume the aspect
of smiling plenty which once characterised
1t.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) * G. CuTFIELD,
Superintendent.
C. R. Blakiston,
Provincial Secretary,
Christchurch.

Provincial Treasury,
Christchurch, 1st June, 1860.

Str,—I am instructed to transmit to
your Honor Twelve Pounds sixteen shill-
ings and three pence, proceeds of an enter-
tainment given at the Town Hall, Christ-
.church, by Mr and Mrs B. N. Jones, in
aid of the ¢ Taranaki Relief Fund.”

It is not known here who are the Trus.
tees or Managers of that Fund, or even
that such a Fund exists, and it is trans-
mitted to your Honor as the best means of
securing its appropriation to the purposes
which the donors intends.

I am advised by the Union Bank that
the most convenient mode of transmission
is through their Auckland Branch, and I

- therefore enclose their draft on that esta-
blishment for the amount.
1 have, &c.,
Joun MARSHMAN,
Provincial Treasurer.

(Signed)

His Honor
the Superintendent,
Taranaki.

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, 29th June, 1860.
Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 1st instant
covering a draft on the Union Bank of
Australia, Auckland, for £12 16s. 3d.
proceeds of an entertainment given at the
Tewn Hall, Christchurch, by Mr and Mrs
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B. N. Jones.in aid of the ¢ Taranaki Re-
lief Fund.”

“In reply I have to request that you will
convey my best thanks to Mr and Mrs B.
N. Jones for the assistance they hgve so
kindly given to the colonists of Taranaki.

With respect to the application of funds
placed in my hands for the relief of this
community, I beg to refer you to my letter
to your Provincial Secretary of the 15th
instant. .

I have, &ec.,
(Signéd) - G. CUTFIELD,
Superintendent.
John Marshman, Esq.,
Provincial Secretary,
Christchurch.

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, 7th July, 1860. -

Sir,—His Excellency the Governor has
requested the Officer Commanding the
Forces to release from Militia duty any
person residing here whose age exceeds 50
years or whose family numbers six persons
or more in all, providing such persons shall
quit the settlement with his family. In
order to give practical effect to that per-
mission it is necessary that free passages
should be granted to these persons to other
parts of the Colony.

1 have the honor to request that you
will inform me whether any of the existing
arrangements for immigration to Canter-
bury will meet such cases, or whether it is
in the power of the Provincial Government
to make any special provision for giving -
free or assisted passages to such of our
people as may be inclined to'settle in your
Province. Hoping an early answer.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) G. CuTrIELD,
Superintendent.
His Honor
the Superintendent,
Canterbury.

Superintendent’s Office,
Christchurch, July 26, 1860.
Sir,—In reply to your communication
of the 14th instant, respecting the order
which has issued from his Excellency the
Governor making it permissive to persons
coming under certain conditions to quit the
settlement of Taranaki, and enquiries as to
whether the Immigration Regulations in
force here admit of their receiving free or
assisted passages to Canterbury, I beg to
inform you that our Immigration Regula-
tions do not provide for the cases you con-
template.
I must also inform you that the condi-
tion of the Public Exchequer does not at
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the present moment admit of the Govern-
ment making a money grant in aid of so
desirable an object as that alluded to in
your letter ; at the same time I am most
happy: to inform you that a Public Meeting,
called by myself, has been held, and an
appeal to public sympathy in aid of Tara-
naki refugees readily responded to.

I beg to enclose a copy of the resolu-
tions, and to inform you that Mr Joseph
Brittan has been authorised and appointed
to act as hon. secretary with a view of car-
rying out the wishes of the public of Can-
terbury. .

T need hardly add that the Government
of Canterbury will welcome and assist to
the utmost of its ability all and any who
may avail themselves of the privilege
granted by his Excellency the Governor.

I would, in order to give Mr Joseph
Brittan’scommunication to your Honor pro-
per authority, again repeat that that gentle-
man has been duly appointed the medium
of acquainting your Honor, from time to
time, of the wishes of the subscribers to the
fund in aid of Taranaki sufferers,

I have, &c.,
CHARrLES Bowen,
Deputy-Superintendent,
Canterbury.

(Signed)

His Honor
The Superintendent,
Taranaki,

RESOLUTIONS

Proposed at a Meeting held at the Town
Hall on Wednesday, the 25th instant, in
aid of the sufferers at Taranaki.

1. That this meeting having learned by
the latest intelligence from Taranaki that
the war between the European and Maori
populations still continues, and that there
is no definite period at which it is reason-
able to look for a cessation of hostilities,
desire to express its deepest sympathy with
the European settlers there, for the suffering
and loss to which they have been exposed.

2. That this meeting having had laid
before them a communication addressed by
the Superintendent of Taranaki to the Su-
perintendent of Canterbury, asking if it be
in the power of the Province to assist the
immigration to Canterbury of a portion of
the Taranaki settlers, resolves that a sub-
scription be immediately set on foot
throughout the Province for the purpose
suggested in that communication, or for
any other purpose which may tend to the
relicf of the Taranaki settlers.

3. That for the purpose of collecting
subscriptions a Committee be formed, the
same to consist of .

.Christchurch, Aug. 1, 1860.,

Sir,—1 have the honor to acquaint you
that a Public Meeting was held at Christ-
church on Wednesday, the 25th ult., for
the purpose of considering the best means
of rendering assistance to those persons in
your Province who require to be helped by
reason of the Maori war.

That meeting was called in consequence
of a communication made by -your Honor
to the Superintendent of Canterbury, bear-
ing date the 7th uit. In reply to that
communication I have been- given to un-
derstand that your Honor will be officially
informed by this mail that Immigration
Ordinances, the Waste Land Regulations,
nor the state of the Provincial Treasury,
enable the Provincial Government to an-
swer your Honor’s despatch as they would
wish to have been able to do.

I have, however, the pleasure of stating
that the result of the Public Meeting was
the subscription of a sum of money, and
such a prospect of future funds as to enable
me, by direction of the Committee appoint-
ed by the meeting, to inform you that they
are prepared to defray the charges of the
conveyance to this Province of those per.
sons and families referred to in your Ho-
nor’s despatch, or even others, should any
cases of such exigency exist as may appear
to your Honor to call for like aid.

You will, therefore, take what steps you
may deem necessary to carry into effect
the suggestions contained in your despatch,
and the Committee will defray the ex-
penses consequent thereon. ’

For carrying out this object, the Com-
mittee having been in communication with
the Agents of the 1.C.S5.S. Company here,
who have given them every encouragement
to believe that the Company will act with
liberality in this matter, and considerably
reduce the amount of passage money. The
Agents, however, do not consider them-
selves authorised to enter into a positive
agreement, and have expressed the opinion
that the most favorable terms may be ef-
fected by communication with the head of-
fice, to which, therefore, I have written.

As the cost per head is thus an open
question, I am further directed to ask your
Honor’s co-operation (ifit be in your power
to assist) in endeavouring to secure from
the Company terms as favorable as possi-
ble. Those terms, of course, will include
the entire provisioning the parties from the
period of their departure from Taranaki to
that of their arrival in this Proviace.

I need hardly observe that the object
the: Committee have in- view in pressing
this on yeur -netice.-is-that- they-may:be
able to husband their fonds as much as

o



possible, so that it may be in their power .

to furnish further assistance to those whom
your Honor may send after their arrival
here.

It remains only for me to request that,
should this offer of the Committee be acted
on, you will be so good as to forward me
the names of those whom you may send
away, together with such information of
their former position in your Province as
may guide the Committee in the ministra-
tion of what further assistance it may be
in their power to render them.

. I have, &ec.,
(Signed) Joserr BRITTAN,
Hon. Sec. to the Committee.
To His Honor
The Superintendent of

Taranaki.

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, 29th August, 1860.

Sir,—1I have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 1st instant
informing me that, at a public meeting held
at Christchurch, subscriptions were entered
into for the purpose of defraying the pas-
sages of families hence to Canterbury.

On behalf of the inhabitants of this
‘Province I beg you will accept our sincere
thanks for the sympathy evinced towards
us. The liberal offer of free passages to
your Province I have made public, and
when the steamer proceeds to Canterbury
I will furnish vou a list of those families
who have availed themselves of it, together
with the information you request as to their
previous position. Under arrangements
with the General Government the cost of
these families will be defrayed to Nelson,
Jeaving the cost from that port to Canter-
bury to be defrayed from the funds at your
disposal.

I have, &e.,
E. L. Humenrizs,
Deputy Superintendent.

(Signed)

- Joseph Brittan, Esq.,

Hon. See. to the
Taranaki Aid Committee,
Christchurch.

Christchurch, 18th August, 1863,

Sir,—I had the honor of addressing you
by the last mail on the subject of the fund
which is being collected in Canterbury
for the aid of those persons in your Pro-
vince who may be in need of help in con-
sequence of the present war with the Maoris.

In that communication I informed your
Honor that the Committee by whose di-
rections T wrote were guided in the course

.- they then adopted by the interpretation

nut on the despatch of your Honor to the
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Provincial Government of Canterbury of
the 7th ultimo, and inferring from that
despatch that the necessity for the removal
of a portion of your population might be
urgent and not admitting of the delay ne-
cessarily consequent on interchange of let-
ters, I was instructed to authorise you to
send whoever it might be necessary to re-
move, and that the Committee would de-
fray the charges of their removal.

Since then, however, the Committee
have reason to think that it is not required
of them to meet the cost of conveying the
refugees hither; but that that expense will
be -borne by the General Government.
They observe it stated in the local news-
papers that the military authorities had
given orders for the removal of the women
and children to some of the southern Pro-
vinces, and it follows that had that order
been acted on with respect to Canterbury,
and the Airedale had brought any number
of persons here, the cost of conveyance
must have been met by the General Go-
vernment. There can be no reason there-
fore for doubting that the same rule will
be observed hereafter.

I may further observe that, since my
last despatch, the Committee have been
informed that the cost of the passage for
each adult would probably not be less
than £5 per head, which for any consider-
able number of souls” would amount to a
sum so large as greatly to cripple the means
of the Committee in their future adminis-
tration of assistance, =The Committee are
compelled to keep this fact in mind, as there
are no other funds at present available in
the Province but those raised by private
contribution.  In order, however, to pre-
vent any misapprehension, I am directed
to request your Honor to consider that
portion of my letter in which the Commit-
tee undertakes the charge of removing the
refugees hither as withdrawn, and in its
place I am to inform you that the Com-
mittee will be prepared to receive and to
make provision for (to the full extent of
their means) so many as your Honor may
think it expedient to send.

May I request of your Honor the favour
of your communicating to me for the infor-
mation of the Committee the nature of the
arrangements made with the Province of
Nelson, and whether (and if so to what
extent) the General Government contri-
butes to the support of the refugees who
have gone there.

I have, &c.,
JoserH BriTraN,
Honorary Secretary.
His Honor the Superintendent, Taranaki.

(Signed)
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o Superintendent’s Office,

New Plymouth, 14th September, 1860.
- Sir.—1In reply to your letter of the 18th
ult., T have the honor to state for the in-
formation of the Taranaki Aid Committee,
that no families have as yet removed to
your Province. This relieves the Com-
mittee from their offer to defray the cost of
their passages made under the .circum-
stances stated in your letter.

I have also to state in answer to your
enquiry that the Nelson Provincial Go-
vernment provide or advance monics for
the support 'of the Taranaki refugees, but
the General Government are at the whole
expense and will reimburse the Nelson
Treasury.

The General Government have given us
distinct orders that they will provide for
our people enly at Nelson.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) E. L. HuMPHRIES,
Deputy Superintendent.

Joseph Brittan, Esq.,

Hon. Sec. to the
Taranaki Aid Committee,
Christchurch.

Superintendent’s Office,
Wellington, 18th August, 1860.
Sir,—Referring to the communication of
His Honor the Superintendent of Taranaki
of the 28th May acknowledging the receipt
of a.remittance on account of the grant of
£1000, voted by the Provincial Council for

" the relief of settlers of Taranaki, I have the
. honor to intimate to you that of the amount

voted there still remains the sum of £500
not yet transmitted, which is at your dis-

‘posal, and which I am prepared to forward

whenever you may direct.

Consequent upon reports received from
private sources of distress existing amongst
the settlers of Taranaki, especially such as
have sought refuge in Nelson, a subscrip-
tion of money and clothing for their relief
has been commenced by the settlers of this
district, and has already reached to a con-
siderable sum. I sincerely trust that the
efforts which are being made to assist our
fellow-colonists may result in mitigating
the sufferings we all so much deplore.

Permit me to add that as I am led to

infer from the reports just alluded to that

circumstances must have greatly altered
since the date of the Superintendent’s letter,

_it would give me pleasure to forward the

money if you should signify your desire
to use it forthwith for the purpose for which

.. the grant was made.

oy . I have, &e., .
* (Bigmed) W. WariNe T.wr,on, ;
: Deputy Superintendent.

His Honor
The Deputy Superintendent
of Taranaki, New Plymouth.

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, 1st Sept., 1860.

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 18th uilt.,
referring to the grant of £1000 voted by
the Provincial Council of Wellington for
the relief of our settlers, and likewise to a
subscription of money and clothing which
15 being made in consequence of reports
received from private sources of distress
existing in our community, but more par-
ticularly amongst those who have been re-
moved to Nelson.

The meeting of the Taranaki Aid Com-
mittee held at Nelson on the date of your
letter, (of which you would benowinformed)
leaves me little to say on the arrangements
made by this"Government, in conjunction
‘with that of the Nelson Province, to" avert
such a state of things as is represented by
you, and T can truly state the same of this
Province. In addition to the Militia pay,
rations, and fuel, the Provincial Govern-
ment in all instances issue rations to Mi-
litiamen on application, and house accomo-
dation where needed. At Nelson these
families receive other :advantages, such. as
house rent, medical attendance, ﬁring, a
certain sum of money in’ lien of rations,
and the Government Agent (who has been
most zealous and attentlve) is -empowered
at his discretion’ to issue clothing.

" Under such circumstances, the Govern-
ment of this Province adheres to the opi-
nion that it would be injudicious to make
use of the sums of money which have been
so liberally contributed by the other Pro-
vineces until the close of the war, or at least
so long as the present provmon for families
is continued.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) E. L. HumpHRIES,
Deputy-Superintendent.
The Deputy-Superintendent of the
Province of Wellington.

Melbourne Exchange, Sept. 10, 1860.

Sir,—I haveé the honor to enclose here-
with newspaper copy of proceedings of a
Public Meeting held in this City on Friday
last to consider what steps should'be taken
for the relief of the sufferers through the
Maori rebellion, and I am requested to
state that the Committee then appointed
will be glad to receive from you any in-
formation which may aid them in the pro-

-secution of theit Qlielle i s e mmees

1 have, &ec.,
(Signed) - Jomn~ Russerr; Hon: See.

W

.



His Honor
The Superintendent of the
Province of New Plymouth,

Superintendent’s Office,

New Plymouth, 12th Oct., 1860.

Sir,~1I have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 10th ult.,
referring to the Public Meeting held in
your City for the relief of the inhabitants
of this Province in consequence of losses
sustained in the native war, and requesting

. information upon the subject tor the guid-

ance of the Committee.

At the breaking out of the war the whole
of the population were compelled to seek
the shelter of the Town. The Colonial
Government at once took upon themselves
the charge of these unfortunate people, and
upwards of 1000 women and children have
been removed to Nelson with this object ;
the hnsbands and male relatives of families

. between 18 and 60 years of age remaining

behind for military duty, and receiving
Militia pay, rations, and clothing. The
Provincial Government are not aware of a
single case of destitution amongst these
families, although, in many instances,
nearly all they possessed was abandoned
to the rebels, who pillaged and burnt in
every direction. Aid profferred by, other
communities will be most needed at the

.conclusion of the war, or earlier should the

Colonial Government allowance be discon-
tinued. The Provincial Government have
accoxdingly suggested in all cases where
‘their opiniot has béen sought that such
aid should be in money, on the understand-
ing that it shall be applied, unless specially
required otherwise, in enabling the sufferers
by the war to start again in life at its close.

T beg to express to you my deep sense
of the generous sympathy evinced towards
our community by the citizens of Mel-
bourne.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) E. L. HumpHRIES,
Deputy-Superintendent.
John Russell, Esq., ’
Exchange,
Melbourne. ,

Superintendent’s Office,
Auckland, 25th September, 1860.
Sir.—1I have the honor to forward en-
closed copy of a letter addressed to me by
the Honorary Secretary to a Public Meet-
ing held at Melbourne for the purpose of
taking measures for relieving the sufferers
by the insurrection at Taranaki, and tore-
qusst that you will have the goodness to
furnish such information as you can to
enable me to reply to Mr Russell.
’ . - - I have, &ec.,

i3

(Signed) J. WILLIAMSON,
: Superintendent.
To His Honor '
The Superintendent of
Taranaki.

Enclosure.
Melbourne Exchange,
September 10, 1860.
Sir,—1 have the honor to enclose for

.your information newspaper report of a

Public Meeting in this city on Friday last,
to take into consideration the condition of
the sufferers by the rebellion in New Zea-
land, and to take steps for their relief by
an appeal to the sympathy of the inhabi-
tants of this Colony, and I am requested
by the Committee to state that they will
be glad to receive from you- any informa-
tion which may aid them in the promotion
of their object.
I have, &c.,
(Signed) Joun RUSSELL,
Hon. Sec.
His Honor
The Superintendent,
of the Province of Auckland,
New Zealand.

Auckland, 1st Oct., 1860.

Str,—I have the honor to acknowledge
your letter of the 26th ult., covering a
letter from Mr John Russell of Melbourne
on the subject of the Taranaki losses.

In reply to your request that I will
' supply you with information to enable you
to teply to Mr Russell, I beg to say that
the immediate wants of the sufferers are
provided for by the General Government
of New Zealand, whose expenditure in this
behalf will, in all probability, receive the
sanction of the Legislature, )

There have, {however, arisen losses of &
very serious character during the war from
the destruction of houses, furniture, and
the driving off and wantonly slatghtering
of stock. The actual known value of the
property lost I cannot estimate, except in
a very rough way, but I conjecture it to
be little short of £150,000. This amount
is one which I can hardly hope that the
Colony at large will be able to make good,
and the ‘desire of the Provincial Govern-
ment is that any voluntary contributions
made in the Provinces or in the neighbour-
ing Colonies should go towards meeting
those losses as soon as the close of the war
enables them to be ascertained. Already
several sums have been received for the,
purpose, and are standing in my name on
account of the ¢ Taranaki Relief Fund” in
the Union Bank of Australia, Auckland.

I think that the help of our fellow-coun-

trymen in Melbourne will be best afforded
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in the form of a money contribution to this
general fund.

I will take the earliest opportunity of
communicating the letter of Mr Russell to
the inhabitants of Taranaki. In the mean-
time, I shall be obliged by your forwarding
my best thanks to himself and those whom
he represents and to the inhabitants of
Melbourne generally for the active sym-
pathy in our troubles, which they have
from the first exhibited.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) G. CuTFIELD,

Superintendent,
J. Williamson, Esq.,
Superintendent, Auckland.

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, Taranaki,
New Zealand, 12th November, 1860,

GENTLEMEN,—From information I have
this morning received I am led to believe
that the firm of Messrs Nash & Scaife, of
Nelson, have constituted themselves agents
for the receipt of funds for the relief of the
Taranaki refugees in Nelson.

At various times since the commence-
ment of the war it has been found necessary
to remove from our crowded town the fa-
milies of many settlers, and as Nelson is
the nearest and most convenient place in
the Middle Island they have been conveyed
thither, and most kindly received by the
Nelson Government and people. The
number of women and . children who have
found a refuge there ds about one thousand :
they are provided, at the cost of the Colo-
nial Government, with shelter, fuel, and a
weekly allowance in cash for the purchase
of food and other necessaries.

Deprived of the comforts of a home, and
separated from their husbands and brothers,
who are doing duty in the field here, their
anxieties and cares are very great, and no
doubt in some instances they need more
consideration and assistance than it is pos-
sible for the Government to give; but the
system of placing funds for any charitable
purpose in the hands of an irresponsible
mercantile house, which has no relations
with the Government, and no authority
from any local association, is highly dan-
gerous, as the public has no means of as-
certaining how such funds are expended.

Messrs Nash & Scaife have succeeded in
obtaining money and supplies of various
kinds by means of advertisements in the
New Zealand and Australian papers, and it
Is to be feared that they will also succeed
in London if some means be not adopted
to diffuse as widely as possible correct in-
formation. '

By a reference to the Nelson Ezaminer

newspaper of 22nd August, which is filed

in the office of the Agent of the Colonial
Government, Mr Morrison, you will per-

 ceive that the Nelson Aid Committee, of

which Mr Nash was a member, protested
against that gentleman’s proceedings, but
unfortunately without effect.

The British public may be assured that
none of the families now at Nelson, .or of
those who may hereafter be. sent there,
will be allowed to fall into a state of desti-
tution, and that Messrs Nash & Scaife have
no warrant from the General or local Go-
vernment of New Zealand, or from any
public or private body in the Colony, to
open subscription lists for any purpose
whatever in connection with the Taranaki
settlers.

During the continnance of the war, the
settlers and their families will, in some way
or other, be supported by the Colony, but
at its close they will in the majority of
cases, be almost penniless. The whole of
the Taranaki country out of rifle range of
the different military posts has been devas-
tated by the enemy. In some districts
every building has been destroyed, while
in others a few devastated skeletons of
houses remain ; fences have been destroyed
or have fallen to decay; fruit trees have
been cut down ; and the uncultivated fields
are being fast overgrown by Scotch This-
tles and other weeds. When peace is re-
stored, the ruined farmer will require funds
to build a rude homestead,—to procure

stock and farmitg implements, and to re-
: 5 SEachies

store his neglected fields.’

The burthens of an infant colony are
necessarily heavy, and although the grea-
ter part of the expenses of the war will
fall on the Imperial Treasury a loan of
£150,000 has to be raised to purchase
arms for the colonists; to provide for the
temporary support of destitute families ;
to give increased pay to the militia; and
to aid in the re-establishment of the Tara-
naki settlers by a grant in aid of £25,000.

It is impossible to estimate at present
the losses the settlers have sustained, but
it cannot be less than £100,000, and will
probably greatly exceed this amount before
peace is restored,

I have received several sums voted by

the Provincial Governments and raised by
private subscription in the colony, and
have placed them in the Union Bank of
Australia, where they will remain until the
close of the war, when they will be ex-
pended under the sanction of the General
Government.

I should not have addressed you on this
subject had the action of Messrs Nash and
Scaife not rendered it necessary to adoph
some means for diverting the private bene-
volence of England into a proper channel,



I shall therefore feel extremely obliged if |

you will make the true position of the set-

tlers known as opportunity may offer, and

discountenance any appeals made to the

public at the instance of private individuals.
I have, &ec.,

(Signed) G. CuTtriELp, L
Superintendent.
Messrs John Gladstone & Co.,
London.

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, 12th Nov., 1860.
~ .Bir,~—1 have the honor to enclose for
' gour information copy of a letter addressed
y me to the Agents for this Province,
Messrs. J. Gladstone & Co.
1 have, &e.,
G. CurrIELD,
Superintendent.

(Signed)

John Morrisen, Esq.,
3, Adelaide Place,
King William street,
London.
[Enclosing copy of above letter to J. Glad-
: stone & Co.]

REPORT of a Meeting of the Taranaki
- Aid Committee at Nelson contained in the
Nelson Examiner of the 22nd August,
1860, referred to in the above correspon-
dence.

MEETING OF TARANAKI AID
COMMITTEE.

A special meeting of the members of the Taranaki
Aid Commaitiee, convened by circular, was held in
the Chamber of Cofmerce od Saturday last.” The
members present were Messrs Wells, Travers, Seay,
Blackett, Elliott, Connell, Wilson, Lewthwaite, Kerr
and Curlis, :

Mr. TRAVERS said that he had called the Com.
mittee together to take into consideration certain
statements made by Messrs Nash & Scaife in re-
gard to the present condition of the Taranaki re-
fugees, in a letter addressed by them to their cor.
respondents at Wellington. The publication of that
letter in Wellington had resulted in a public meet-
ing there, convened for the purpose of giving effect
to suggestions made by Messrs Nash & Scaife,
based upon the statements in guestion. He, in
common with other members of the Committee with
whom he had spoken out-of-doors, had felt extreme
surprise at the statements made by Messrs Nash &
Scaife; statements reflecting seriously not only
upon Mr. Gray, the agent employed by the Pro-
vincial Government of New Plymouth in distribut-
ing relief to the Taranaki refugees here, and upon
the local Government acting in conjunction with
him, but also upon the people of this province and
upon that Committee of which Mr. Nash was him-
self a member. The statements referred to were as
follows 1~ .

“ We beg to offer you our best thanks for your
kindness in laying our circular letter of the 9th ult.
before the public of yourcity. We have not thought
it jn that to dlnde to the state of the poor women.
and children who have been sent down here for
#ifety; but we can assure you the fearful destitution
existingmmongst them passes description. We may
meution one case out of many, that of a poor wo-
man with seven children- (some of them unwell)
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who were landed here without bedding or blankets,
during the recent severe weather. They havesince
been supplied with necessary comforts by private
subscription, but it is impossible for a small com-
munity like this to meet all the demands of the poor
families who, having lost their *little all,” land
amongst us in many casss perfectly destitute of the
common necessaries of life, and -often of clothing.
The Airedale brought down about 120 more last
night, and it is anticipated that next trip she will
bring down about 300, the exodus being now ren~
dered compulsory.” .

He need not remind the committee, that at one of
their earliest meetings, they were informed by Mr.
Gray, that the Provincial Government of New Ply-
mouth had instructed him to do everything neces-
sary, not merely to maintain the refugees, but, as
far as possible, minister to their comfort; and he
felt assured that he should have the support of that
committee when he stated, that no man could have
shown more warm-hearted zeal and more unaffected
kindness in the performance of the difficult duty as-
signed to him, than Mr. Gray [ hear, hear]. It was
natural to suppose that people separated as the re-
fugees were from their homes and from the heads
of their families, would have to undergo a certain
amount of discomfort which no mere charity could
obviate; and there were, no doubt, also, certain
cases of special difficulty; but that anything ap.
proaching destitution existed amongst them, he be-
lieved to be entirely untrue [hear, hear]. It was a
remarkable fact that Mr. Nash, though a member
of that committee, had never brought these state-
ments either under their notice or under the notiece
of the persons engaged in administering the Govern-
ment relief. The only case ever brought forward
by Mr. Nash, as far as he (Mr. Travers) was aware
was one which, on investigation, proved to be en-
tirely unfounded, the person complaining having
aetually obtained a passage to Nelson from Tara-
naki, as a chief cabin passenger, by means of false
pretences. So far from destitution existing, he
.conld aver, and the fact was known to: many mem-
‘bers of the committee, that in some instances,; where-
the heads of families had received from the military
authorities at New Plymouth ¢ prolonged leaves,”
they preferred returning there to serve as militia-
men, at ls. 6d. a day, to labouring in Nelson for
the support of their families. And upon what
grounds? Simply (as they themselves alleged)
because, when they took upon themselves the sup~
port of their families, the Government allowance
would cease, and the latter was much the more cer-
tain and more easily obtained source of mainte-
nance [ hear, hear]. The case mentioned by Messrs
Nash & Scaife in their letter was altogether misre-
presented. The person referred to was a Mrs Per-
rott and her family, who had arrived here, accom-
panied by her brother. Owing to the neglect of the
brother her bedding had been left on board the ves-
sel in which they arrived, but on the very same
night they were supplied by Mr. and Mrs Lewth-
waite with a sufficient quantity of blankets and co-
verlets, which to this hour had not been returned
[hear, hear, from Mr. Lewthwaite]. He was in-
formed by Mr. Lewthwaite, moveover, that mat-
tresses had been offered to them at the same time,
which they had declined. It was true that some of
the family were ill, and Mr, Gray at once endea-
voured, and with great difficulty obtained, nurses
for them, and also arranged that they should be
supplied with all requisite comforts. It was also
true that many ladies in- Nelson had been extremely
kind to this family, in providing for their sick wants;
but the case, as presented by Messrs Nash & Scaife.
in their letter, was a gross exaggeration, and caleu-
lated to lead to the impression that these people had
for some time been permitted to suffer an extreme

degree of misery. He thought it possible that
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Messrs Nash and Scaife were actuated by kindly
motives in doing what they had done, but he could
not permit their motives to be a justification for
misstatements of so grave a cbaracter, compromi-
sing as they did all persons, from the Government
downwards, who were engaged in administering re-
lief to the Taranaki refugees, and calculated as
they were to create a most uneasy feeling amongst
their absent relatives and friends. He regretted
that Mr. Nash was not present at that.meeting, of
which he had received due notice, but he could not
help calling the attention of the committee to the
fact that Mr. Nash had only once attended the
meetings of the committee, since the day when they
refused to entertain his proposition to censure the
milttary commanders at Taranaki, a subject mani.
* festly foreign to their province. He would conclude
by proposing the following resolution :—

“ That this committee has seen with surprise the
statements made in.a letter purporting to have been
addressed by Messrs Nasgh and Scaife to their cor-
respondents at Wellington, in reference to the pre-
sent condition of the Taranaki refugees in Nelson,
That this committee has no knowledge of any ex-
isting destitution or wants amongst the Taranaki
refugees, which would warrant the expressions used
in that communication. That Mr. Gray, the agent
of the Government of Taranaki, has, in conjunction
with the Government of this province, administered
relief to all Taranaki refugees by whom it has been
required, and that his zeal and constant attention
to their wants have merited the warmest thanks
and approval on the part of this committee. That
Mr. Nash, as a member of this committee, has not
brought forward any statements in reference to the
position of the Taranaki refugees such as those con-
tained in the communication referred to. That the
only case brought forward by him was at the meet-
ing of this committee held on the 8th August inst,,
when it was proved upon investigation that the
complaints made by the parties concerned were
pithout foundation.  That this committee, whilst
acknowledging the “sympathy of the Wellington
settlers, records its opinion that the statements
which led to the meeting there of the 9th of August
instant were not founded in fact. That this com.
mittee, at the same time, feels that the aid proposed
to-be granted by the settlers of Wellington would
be extremely useful, if judiciously administered in
relieving individual eases of special hardship, al-
though, as 2 general rule, the Government relief
afforded has beex found amply sufficient.”

Seconded by Mr. WiLsonN,

In answer to a suggestion by Mr. CoNNEL, that
Mr. Nash should be allowed to make some explan.
ations in reference to the letter, before passing the
resolution,

Mr. BLACRETT observed that no amount of ex.
planations could remove the impressions produced
by it at Wellington and elsewhere : at Wellington,
in particular, as at the meeting held there, it had
been used as a text by the various speakers. The
impression produced by the letter was, that no ar.
rangement existed in Nelson, by which either Go-
vernment aid, or indeed, any other aid than that
arising from private benevolence, was administered
to those landing at Nelson from Taranaki, So far
from this being the case, he begged to state on au.
thority, that no Kind or amount of destitution would
remaia unrelieved on proper representation ; as Mr,
Gray’s instructions ‘were calculated to meet any
emergency that might arise; and he might say
that up to the present time every case demanding
consideration had been fairly relieved. Unfortun-

ately, also, the expressions used in that lstter im..

plied. that this case was not single, but only one
amongst many, which certainly was not in accord-
ance with facts, He could aver from personal
koowledge that every exertion was made by the

agent, Mr. Gray, to relieve- any discomfort or in.
convenience suffered by any refugees, to which as-
sertion many of the refugees themselves would bear
witness.

Mr. LEWrHWAITE supported the resolution.
His reason for so doing was, that the action of this
Committee, of the Government and people of Nel.
son, and of Mr. Gray (whose duty it was to take
charge of all eases), was perfectly ignored by
Messrs Nash & Scaife, who sought to be considered
as the only persons:actively engaged in taking care
of the Taranaki refugees.

The resolution was then put, and carried unani-
mously.

Moved by Mr. LEWTHWAITE, seconded by Mr.
ELvrorT, and catried unanimously — :

“ That this committee is of opinion that greater
efficiency and economy would be secured in the
distribution of any private subscriptions for relief
of the Taranaki refugees, if the same were given
through the agency of this committee, acting in con-
junction with Mr. Gray ; and that it is desirable
that all subscriptions for the purpose shounld be for-
warded to A. Kerr, Esq., manager of the Union
Bank of Australia here, the Treasurer of this com-
mittee,” :

Moved by Mr. BLackerT, seconded by Mr.
KERR, and carried unanimously.

“ That copies of the foregoing resolutions be for-

warded to the committee appointed by the meeting

at Wellington.”

Superintendent’s Office, .
New Plymouth, 5th December, 1860.
Sig,~—I have the honor to transmit a re-
solution of the Provincial Council of Ta-
ranaki acknowledging the assistance which
has been given to our setilers by their
countrymen in -Victoria on occasion -of
their losses by the Maori war in this Pro-
vince, and I should:fesl:abliged :if .your
Government would give publicity to the
same, ~ :
. I have been requested also to call the
attention of the Government of Victoria to
the circumstance that a part of the aid
which has been forwarded through private
hands has for that reason failed of its full
beneficial effect. The Colonial Govern-
ment of New Zealand has taken on itself
the care of present relief, and is sparing
neither trouble nor expense to secure every
inhabitant of this Province from all but
unavoidable hardship. 1 should therefore
feel obliged if you would forward the wish
of the Provincial Council of recommending
that any further aid transmitted to New
Zealand should be paid into the Union
Bank of Australia to the credit of the Ta~
ranaki General Relief Fund, in the joint
names of the Colonial Treasuler and the
Provincial Treasurer of Taranaki. This
fund, I would observe, will be applied to-
wards reinstating those who have been suf-
ferers by the war, and is quite independent

of the votes of the Legislature for present

l'e]ief. co o g, PYRTNIE
The names of the two public function-
aries will be guarantee for the public and

equitable administration of such funds. I



trust to your kindness to carry this request
into effect in such a way that we may not
seem to be encroaching on the bounty of
our neighbours in Australia.
o I have, &ec.,
" (Signed) G. CUTFIELD,
Superintendent.

The Honorable

- The Colonial Secretary

of Vietoria, Melbourne.

Extract from the Minutes of the proceedings
of the Provincial Council at the sitiing
held on Monday, 26th November, 1860.
The following Resolution was adopted :
1. The Provincial Council of Taranaki

desire to return their warmest thanks to

their countrymen and fellow-colonists in

New South Wales, Victoria, and through-

out New Zealand, for the sympathy and

aid which has been afforded to the settlers
of Taranaki on occasion of their losses and
privations by the Maori Insurrection. They
are convinced that the people of Taranaki
have been much cheered by that sympathy,
and that they feel heartily- grateful for the

friendly relief, which will lighten their dif- | .

ficulties at the conclusion of the war.
This Council requests the Superinten~
dent to join in the above resolution and to
. forward copies thereof to the various local
Governments of New South Wales, Vie-
toria, and the New Zealand Provinces for
publication.
This Council is of opinion that the Su-
. perintendent should request the above Go-
vernments to recommend that all Toeal
subscriptions in aid of Taranaki be paid
into the Union Bank of Australia, Auck-
land, to the credit of the ¢ Taranaki Gene-
ral Relief Fund” in the names of the Co-
lonial Treasurer of New Zealand and the
Provincial Treasurer of Taranaki.

A copy of the above correspondence ad-
dressed also to the Honorable the Colonial
Secretary of New South Wales,

Provincial Treasury,

New Plymouth, 26th January, 1861.
Sir,—With reference to my report of
22nd December, 1860, to the Superinten-
dent of Taranaki, in which I recommended
that the funds in the hands of the several
Taranaki Aid Committees in Nelson should
be retained tili the end of the war, I have
the honor to request your attention to a
report of the proceedings of a final meeting
of the Committee of the Taranaki Relief
“Fund of Sydney, as reported in the Syduney

 Morning Herald of January 16, at which|
"1he following resolutions were passed :—
It was moved by Mr James, seconded]by |

Mz Bate “ That it is the instructions of the

I'hands of the Committees in
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Committee to the Treasurer to remit the
balance now in his hands to the credit of
the Taranaki Relief Fund, or any amount
which he may hereafter receive by first op~
| portunity to Mr H. C. Daniel as chairman
of the relief fund there.” (Passed.)

And it was further moved by Mr Joseph,
seconded by Mr H. C. Caraher * That in
the remittance to Mr H. C. Daniel the
Treasurer should suggest that in the event
of - there not being any cases of immediate
necessity requiring relief that the funds
both now and previously forwarded by this
Committee should be held and appropriated
in'conjunetion with any other monies that
may be available for the assistance of the
Taranaki settlers at the termination of the
war.” ’

In accordance with the spirit of these re-
solutions, I have therefore the honor to re-
quest that you will take the necessary steps
for the transfer of the funds received from
Sydney to the joint credit of the Honour-
able the Colonial Treasurer and the Pro-
vincial Treasurer of Taranaki with the -
Union Bank of Australia, Auckland,

1 have, &ec.,
(Signed)

T, Kine,
‘ _ Provincial Treasurer.
W. Gray, Esq., Nelson. ‘

Nelson, 21st February, 1861.

Sir,—1I have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 26th ult.
requesting me to take the necessary steps
to have the sums of money now in the
sson ‘remitted
to them for the relief of the sufferers by the
Taranaki war, put to the joint credit of
the Colonial Treasurer and the Provincial
Treasurer of Taranaki in the Union Bank
of Australia at Auckland:

In reply I have to infoim you that I
have taken the earliest opportunity of lay-
ing your letter before the Committees.

The Taranaki Aid Committee consider
your application to them through me is ir-
regular, consequently they declined enter-
taining it. T would therefore submit tbat
you apply to them direct through their
Secretary, Oswald Curtis, Esq., merchant,
Nelson.

The Taranaki Relief Fund Committee
have transmitted to me copies of resolu-
tions passed by them in reference to your
letter, copies of which I enclose for your
information. v o
I have, &c.,

(Signed) . WiLrLiam GRrax.
The Provitcial Treasurer, .
Taranaki.

) Nelson, 20th February, 1861.
" Sir,—1I am requested by this Committee
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to hand you annexed copies of resolutions
passed at a meeting this day on the subject
of the letter received from the Provincial
Treasurer of New Plymouth dated 26th
January, 1861.

I have, &c.,
(Signed)

A. W, Scarre,
) Honorary Secretary,
Taranaki Relief Fund Committee.

Mr William Gray, Nelson.

1st. That Mr Gray having submitted the
letter of the Provincial Treasurer of New
Plymouth dated 26th Janunary, 1861, to
this Committee, requesting him to take
steps for the transfer of the funds received
from Sydney to the joint credit of the Co-
lonial Treasurer and the Provincial Trea-
surer of Taranaki with the Union Bank of
Australia, Auckland, this Committee re-
solves that as their instructions from Syd-
ney are that these funds are intended for
the present relief of the sufferers by the
Maori outbreak at New Plymouth so far
as they may be required, and any balance
that may not be so required is to be in-
vested in the joint names of approved par-
ties, this Committee cannot consent that
thése funds should be alienated from the
purpose for which they were intended by
the subscribers, and at the same time re-
cord their conviction that the subscribers
intended this Commiitee should have a
voice in the appointment of Trustees
should any of the funds be invested
through not being required for their first
object.

2nd. That a copy of the foregoing reso~

lutions be sent to Mr Gray.
A true copy.

(Signed) Wirriam-GRrAY.

Provincial Treasury,
New Plymouth, 2nd March, 1861.

Sir,—I have received a letter from Mr
Wm. Gray, covering a copy of one from
you to that gentleman, and of a resolution
passed at a meeting of the Taranaki Relief
Fund €ommittee on the 20th ult. on the
subject of my letter to Mr Gray of 26th
January.

I am desirous that no misunderstanding
should exist on the part of the Committee
as to the reasons which actuated me in
making the application.

The Provincial Government of Taranaki
has felt for a long time that the funds
which have been contributed by the kind-
ness of our fellow-colonists in New Zealand
and Australia for the relief of the sufferers
jn the Taranaki war would, if sot secured
in some way, fall virtually into the hands
of the General Government, and thus, in-
stead of benefitting the sufferers, simply

relieve the colony from a part of the bur-
then it has undertaken in the adoption by
the House of Representatives of the interim
report of the Taranaki Relief Committee.
Recent instructions from thé Coloniak
Secretary to Mr Gray have shewn the cor-
rectness of this opinion, for in his memo~
randum of 16th February, 1861, the Colo-

‘nial Secretary directs amongst other things

“ clothing, boots and shoes, to bé supplied
when absolutely necessary~—when' there are
no other means of procuring them-—from
public funds, and medical comforts and
extras to be supplied from private funds.

On the 26th November last the Provin-
cial Council of Taranaki, in its anxiety to
see a fund created on which the people
might rely with certainty for some assist~
ance at the close of the war, and at the
same time -secure the contributions from
any chance of misappropriation, recom-
mended ‘¢ that all local subscriptions be
paid into the Union Bank of Australia,
Auckland, to the credit of the Taranaki
General Relief Fund in the names of the
Colonial Treasurer of New Zealand, and
the Provincial Treasurer of Taranaki.”
This recommendation was forwarded by
the Superintendent of Taranaki to the Co-
lonial Secretaries of Victoria and New South
Wales, and therefore it was that the reso-
lution of the Sydney Committee, quoted in
my letter to Mr Gray was adopted.

I am sure there can be no question with
the Committee that the difficulties of the
Taranaki settlers will be most severe at the:
close of the war, The destruction of their
homesteads is all but complete, and the
proceeds of such of their sheep 4nd cattle:
as can be saved from an active enemy are
contributing to the temporary maintenance
of themselves.and families. The sentiment
is universal among them that a fund on
which they can rely at the end of the war
is a vital necessity. With it they would
submit cheerfully to temporary privations,
but without it the future would be a blank
to them. '

I can assure the Committee that I have
no desire to exercise any control over the
funds placed in their hands, or to deprive
them of their voice in the appointment o
trustees; But I submit that the resolution
of the Sydney Committee would justify
them in transferring to a general fund,
vested for security in the financial officers
of the General and of  the' Provincial Go-
vernment of Taranaki, any residue there
might be after providing ¢ for any cases of
immediate necessity requiring relief,” and
that the words * in conjunctiou ‘with any

other monies that may be available " point -

out the particular mode of investment re-

commended by the Taranaki Government.



By adding the Sydney subscription to
the General Relief Fund at Auckland the
~money would be saved till the end of the
“war, with the current interest, and then
expended under the sanction of the Gene-
fal Government.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed) T. Kine,
. Provincial Treasurer.
A, W, Scaife, Esq.,
. Honorary Secretary
" Taranaki Relief Fund Committee,
Nelson.

Provincial Treasurer,
New Plymouth, 5th March, 1861.

Sir,—I have received a letter from Mr
W. Gray dated the 21st ult. in which he
acgvaints me that he has laid my letter to
him of the 26th Janaary before the Tara-
naki Aid Committee, and that the Commit-
tee considered my application] through him
irregular, and therefore declined to enter-
tain it.

By a reference to my letter the Commit-
tee will observe that I never requested Mr
Gray to apply to your Committee. My
application was confined to the Sydney
subscriptions and based on the resolutions
of the Sydney Committee.

. The Provincial Government has always
been of opinion that the best mode of deal-
ing with private subscriptions would be to
retain them till the end of the war when
agsistance will be most needed, because the
General Government has been empowered
to provide for the present necessities of the
families at Nelson, and to use private funds
for the purchase of clothing, &c., as at pre-
sent, is simply saving the colony from so
much of its expenditure, and not benefiting
the persons for whom the funds were sub-
seribed. I think there can be no doubt

hat the subscribers generally were ignorant
of the condition of the families at Nelson,
and could they be made aware of the actual
circumstances of the case, I believe they
would adopt the views taken by the Tara-
naki Government.

That I am correct in my position that
the funds at present disbursed by the Nel-
son Committee are of no benefit whatever
to the Taranaki sufferers is evidenced by
the following extracts from a memorandum
lately given to Mr Gray by the Colonial
Secretary :—

* Clothing, boots and shoes, to be sup-
plied when absolutely necessary —when
there are no other means of ‘procuring them
~~from public funds.”

* Medical comforts and extras to be sup-
plied from private funds.”

Had the subscribers in other places given
simjlar directions to those of the Sydney
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Committee I should have considered my-
self justified in making a more direct ap-
plication to the Taranaki Aid Committee;
but, under the circumstances, I desire only
to submit the views of the Provincial Go-
vernment, fortified by a resolution of the
Provincial Council recommending *that
all local subscriptions be paid into the
Union Bank of Australia, Auckland, to the
credit of the Taranaki General Relief Fund
in the names of the Colonial Treasurer of
New Zealand and the Provincial Treasurer
of Taranaki,” ’

It rests with the Committee to consider
whether, under existing circumstances, the
present expenditure of the fundsin their
hands be more in accordance with the ge-
neral intentions of the donors, than their~
transfer to a trust to be expended at the
end of the war under the sanction of the
General Government. ’

I have, &c.,
Taomas Xing,
Provincial Treasurer.
Oswald Curtis, Esq,,
Honorary Secretary,
Taranaki Aid Committee,
Nelson.

Christchurch, March 18, 1861.

Sir,~— The Canterbury Taranaki Aid
Committee have instructed me to commu-
nicate with your Honor on the subject of
the appropriation of the fund raised in this
province for the relief of the Taranaki suf-
ferers by the Maori War, : :

It will probably be in your Honor’s re-
collection that in the month of July, 1860,
in consequence of a despatch received by
the Canterbury Government from the De-
puty Superintendent of Taranaki, a sub-
scription was set on foot here to provide
immediate shelter and support for such of
the Taranaki settlers as might make this
province a place of refuge.

Up to the present time, however, no
refugees have arrived, owing no doubt to
the arrangements made for their provision
elsewhere by the General Government;
but in consequence of this, and from the
probability that none are likely to come,
the Committee are anxious to arrive at some
resolution as to how they shall deal with
the large sum of money in their hands.

I need hardly observe to your Honor
that we have amongst ourselves a great
many charitable uses to which the money
could be applied ; but before letting it pass
from their control, the Committee desire to
be informed by your Honor whether any

cases coming within the scope and meaning
of the resolution of the General Meeting,
(a copy of which I herewith send you,) are
likely to present themselves to the Com-
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mittee.

We are under the impression that the
General Assembly and the General Gov-
ernment have undertaken to provide shel-
ter and support for all who may need either
the one or the other, as well as to compen-
sate for what losses may have been suffered,

_so that to a great extent, if not entirely, it

‘would appear that the object of the people
of Canterbury when the subscription was
raised has been superseded.

~ Nevertheless, the Committee are very
anxious not to commit the error of parting

‘with any portion of the fund before they

are fully satisfied that it will not be wanted
for the purpose originally contemplated ;
whilst on the other hand it is undesirable
longer to withhold it from the many useful
purposes to which it may be applied should
it not be so wanted.

+ T have, therefore, to request that your
Honor will be so good as to inform the
Committee whether any claims are likely
to be presented, or further, that you will
be pleased to furnish them with any other
information relating to the application of
the fund, within the intention of the reso-
lution to which I have before referred,
which it may be in your Honol's power
to give.
: I have, &ec.,

- (Signed) JosepH BRITTAN,
L Hon. Sec.
His Homor : N

-+ 'the Superintendent,
Taranaki.

€opy of Resolution passed at Public Meet-

ing held July 25, 1860.
“That this meeting, having had laid
before it a communication addressed by

‘the Superintendent of Taranaki to the Su-

perintendent of Canterbury, asking if it be
in the power of the Province to assist the
immigration to Canterbury of a portion of
the Taranaki settlers, resolves that a sub-
scription be immediately set on foot
throughout the province for the purpose
suggested in that communication, or for
any other purpose which may tend to the
relief of the Taranaki settlers.”

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, 6th April, 1861.

Sir,~—I have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 18th ult.,
requesting information to guide your Com-
mittee in the disposal of the funds raised at
Canterbury for the relief of the sufferers by
the Taranaki war.

“You will find, on reference to the Deputy
Superintendent’s letter of the 14th Sept.,
an explanation of the reasons which pre-
vented this Government from availing itself

of the offer of the Committee to assist de-
stitute settlers at that time.

With respect to the action of the General
Assembly, I have to state that a sum of
money was voted last session for the main-
tenance of destitute refugees at Nelson,
which has enabled me to keep intact for
future need the funds, about £1100, which
havé been placed in my hands by the Pro-
vincial Government of Wellington and the
public of Auckland.

The General Assembly has also voted a
sum of not more than £25,000 for the per-
manent relief, in the nature of compensa-
tion to settlers ; but it has declared this
vote to be final, and has refused to entertain
a claim for compensation, quasi compensa-
tion, so as to prevent a precedent being
made for the indemnification of any losses
which may be incurred in future insurrec-
tions, if such should unhappily ensue.

This amount is very far short of the
losses sustained by the settlers, and will
altogether be inadequate to enable them to
resume their farming operations.  Besides
the entire destruction of more than three-
fourths of the homesteads in the country,
and the injury the-ferue.have_sustained in
the destruction of fences, the growth of

| thistles, &¢., the greater part of the stock

on which the mass of the farmers almost

exclusively relied has disappeared. For

months past the insurgents have been liv-
ing on our cattle and sheep, and have
wantonly destroyed more than they- bave
consumed. The quantity which they have
taken away, and which may some day be
fecovered, is small in comparison. But
beyond this, during the whole -of the war -
the settlers have been living on the sale of
their stock to the commisariat butcher, for
their incomes were gone, and they were
doing enforeed military service at 1s. 3d.
per day and rations.

The great anxiety felt by our people
throughout the war has been the uncer-
tainty of their position -at its close, and
their prospects now are by no means cheex-
ing, for they willhave to return to their de~
solated and unstocked lands with empty
purses.

In the terms of peace proposed to the
Ngatiawa no mention is made of the set-
tlers’ losses; there is, therefore, no hope
of reparation in thatquarter. The southern
natives have not yet been treated with, and
I have had no intimation of the nature of
the terms which will be offered.

In all cases where subscriptions -have
been made, and I have been applied to for
advice, I have recommended -the denors to
appropriate the funds in their possession
for relief at the close of the war, and the
Provincial Council at Taranaki, anxious to
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secure this object, passed a resolution on|same aid will be continued to the end of

the 26th Nov., recommending all subscrip-
tions to be forwarded to the acecount of the
General Relief Fund with the Union Bank

" of Australia, at Auckland, in the joint

names of the Colonial Treasurer and the
Provincial Treasurer of Taranaki; the en-
tire fund to be disbursed at the end of the
war under the sanction of the General Go-
vernment.

I trust this information will be sufficient
to enable your Committee to decide on the
application of the fund in their hands.

. I have, &c.,
(Signed) G. CuTriELD,
Superintendent.
‘Joseph Brittan, Esq.,
Hon Sec. Taranaki Aid Commnttee,
Christchurch.

3, Adelaide Place,
King William Street,
London, 24th January, 1861.

Sir,—I beg to annex herewith copy of
a resolution passed by the Committee of
the New Zealand Relief Fund at a meeting
held on the 15th instant, and I have to re-
quest you will be so good (at your earliest
convenience) to furnish me with the infor-
mation required.

I have, &c.,

(Signed) E. D. Sweer,
e Chairman,
His Honor

The Superintendent of

Taranaki.
[corY]

¢ That the Secretary be requested to
put himself in communication with the
Superintendents of Taranaki and Nelson,
to inform them that a subscription is being
raised in England for the relief of the suf-
ferers by the war in New Zealand, and to
request the Superintendents to direct the
Relief Committees of the Provinces to fur-
nish the fullest information as to the posi-

‘tion and wants of the sufferers.”

(Signed) E. D, Sweer,

Chairman.

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, 8th April, 1861.
Sir,~—T1 have the honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 24th Jan.,

- annexing a resolution of the New Zealand

Relief Fund of London.

The immediate wants of the Taranaki
settlers, both bere and at Nelson, have hi-
therto been supplied by funds voted by the
General Assembly in the past session, and
I have every reason to suppose that the

the war,

The losses sustained by the almost total
destruction of the farms remains yet to bg
supplied. In the last session of the Gene-
ral Assembly a Committee was appointed
to enquire into the condition of the Tara-
naki colonists, and recommended in its re-
port a vate of a sum mnot exceeding
£25,000 in satisfaction of the settlers’
claims, although the Committee admitted
that such amount would at that time have
been a very small proportion to the set-
tlers’ claims. . The House of Representa-
tives, in discussing the adoption of this re-
port, denied its liability to grant any com-
pensation to the settlers, on the grounds
that the war was an Imperial one; that
the admission of such a right would form a
precedent in the event of anather insurrec-
tions and that the means of the Colony
were unequal to sustain the heavy burthen

{ which such an admission would impose on

it, in addition to the cost of arming the
whole population, and in providing for in-
creased Militia pay, &c. The House,
therefore, voted £25,000 as its contribution
towards the relief of the Taranaki settlers.

A general opinion existed in the House
that the Taranaki losses ought rightly to
fall on the native insurgents, and that the
confiscation of a portion of the insurgents’
lands would at the same time provide the
necessary funds and be a fitting punish-
ment for their rebellion; but as the Home

| Government retain the entire control of

native affairs, it was not deemed advisable
by the House to give public expression to
this view. The fund from which the set-
tlers’ losses are to be met is at present
composed of the £25,000 already mentioned
and a subscribed sum of £1100 in the
Union Bank of Australia at Auckland.
The Colony will not admit the settlers’
claims ; there is no hope of obtaining as-
sistance from the Imperial Government ;
and in the terms of peace proposed to the
Ngatiawa no mention is made of the set-
tlers’ losses, except the solitary condition
that they shall return the plunder they
have taken. The southern tribes of Tara-
naki and Ngatirnanui have not yet been
treated with, but as in the terms of peace
to the Ngatiawa the Governor states that
he does not use force for the acquisition of
land, I fear there is but little probability
of reparation from that guarter.

The extent of the settlers’ losses is at
present unknown. It is certain that some
200 homesteads have been burned, and
the remainder maltreated in various ways,
and that the farms which have been in the

insurgents’ hands for many months have
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sustained every possible injury from the
wantonness of the natives. 'The settler, on
recovering hisland, will find it in a condi-
tion to require the immediate application
of a large amount of labour and ecapital to
rebuild his dwelling and offices, to repair
and renew fences, and, worst of all, to era-
dicate the Scotéh Thistle, which 12 months
of abandonment would have spread
throughout the country, The stock in
which the bush farmers almost exclusively,
and the fern farmer to a great extent relied,
no longer exists in some districts, and in
all has greatly diminished: for many
months the insurgents have been living on
our sheep and cattle, and they have des«
troyed in wantonness many more than they
have eaten. A few of the largest oxen and
the tamest of the cows, and many horses,
have been carried away. These may some
day be recovered, but they form but a
small proportion of the loss. In addition
to these drains upon the stock, another
and heavier still existed. When the war
came on the settlers were unable to bring
a large proportion of their crops into town,
and many were compelled to fly from their
homes without saving even clothes and
furniture. These people, whose whole ca-
pital was invested in their farms, had no
reserve on which to support their families,
except their stock which ran at large
through the country, and which was driven
in herds from time to time by friendly
natives; and sold for present support to the
Commissariat butcher. The stock which
remains consists, therefore, of the young
animals and the very old ; those which the
butcher rejected and the natives disre-
garded.

The settlers, as a body, have not profited

by the large Commissariat expenditure. A
few 'publicans and storekeepers, and the
owners of working oxen who have been
" fortunate enough to let their teams to the
Commissariat, have derived large gains,
but the country settlers as a mass have no-
thing left but their bare lands, and the few
stock running on them, and but too many
farms are burthened with heavy mortgages.

Such is briefly the condition of the Ta-
ranaki settlers at this time, and referring
to the terms of the resolution appended to
your letter, I beg to suggest that the best
means of aiding them would be to forward
subscriptions to the account of the Tara-
naki General Relief Fund standing in the
names of the Colonial Treasurer and the
Provincial Treasurer of Taranaki at Auck-
land. This fund is to be expended at the
close of the war under the sanction of the
General Government, which will be a gua-

rantee to the public for its proper distribus
tiomn.
I have, &e.,

- (Sighed) G. CuTrIELD,
Superintendent.
E. D. Sweet, Esq.,
- King William Street,
London.

Provincial Secretary’s Office,
New Plymouth, 13th April, 1861,

GeNTLEMEN,—Some misconception has
arisen in the Colony with regard to the
letters of the - Superintendent of Taranaki
to friends in England on the state and
prospects of our people. It appears that
a subsecription list was opened in London
and withdrawn again, in consequence partly
of the great distress at home, and partly of
the impression that aid was not needed.
Though the Superintendent has not moved
himself to obtain assistance from our friends,
the great promptitude of many of them
having anticipated any motion he might
otherwise have made, and the Colonial Go-
vernment have accepted the general charge
of present aid to necessitous persons, yet
he would be to blame if he let the impres-
sion continue that we are likely to get
through our difficulties without a severe
pressure on many settlers. We have no
right to calculate on much more help from
the Colony at large, which already suffers
from the stagnation of trade and increase
of liabilities through the war. The land
fund of this Province, on which, as a last
resource, we hope to fall back, is as yet
non-existent ; its amount, should it arise,
is quite problematical, and it could nof be

absorbed entirely in the compensation of.

our losses without great detriment to the
progress of the district, and preventing that
rapid occupation which we look on as one
of the best guarantees for future tranquil-
lity. .
Under these circumstances and seeing the
uncertainty and delay inseparable from the
only mode of relief that seems open in the
colony, the help of English friends will be of
immediate use at the end of the war and far
from superfluous. At the same time the
view taken by the Superintendent and Pro-
vincial Council bere is unchanged, namely,
that it is fit to husband our frieads’ aid till
the return of peace, the General Assembly
having unequivocally accepted the present
relief of all our wants. A resolution of an
Aid Committee at Nelson expresses a dif-
férent view, but it must be observed that
as long as any private sources flow for the
present relief of our people, the Colonial
Government naturally and as a duty to the
Colony holds its hand to a corresponding

&



amount. Thus the benefactions of our
friends are spread imperceptibly over the
colony in relieving the Revenue of some
trifle of its authorised charge, instead of
coming to the hands of the greater sufferers
and. helping appreciably to replace those
losses which the colony does not recognise
as a charge upon it.. We still desire there.
fore that any aid subsecribed for Taranaki
should be paid into the Union Bank of
Australia, Auckland, to the credit of the
 Taranaki General Relief Fund” in the
names of the Colonial Treasurer and the
‘Provincial Treasurer of Taranaki.

I may remark that only part of the suf-
ferers derive any aid from funds in the
Nelson Committee’s hands, whilst the plan
I am advocating distributes the assistance
among all-who have iost or become neces-
sitous by the war.

Any help that you can afford in laying
this view before the friends who are inte-|n
resting themselves for our settlers will ob-
lige the Provineial Government.

I remain, Gentlemen, with many thanks
for. your previous kind offices,

Your obedient servant,
J. C. Ricamonbp,
Provincial Secretary,
Taranaki.
Messrs. John Gladstone & Co.
Cornhlll London.

Superintendent’s Oﬁice,
New Plymouth, 13th April, 1861.

Sir,—Since the despatch of my letter of
the 8th instant I bave received from the
Taranaki Aid Committee of Nelson copy
of a resalution passed by that body, which
you will receive by this mail.

A misapprehension seems to exist in the
minds of many persons that T have discou-
raged private subscriptions. This hasarisen,
I presume, from the anxiety I have felt to
divert public benevolence into a channel
which I have always believed to be the
proper one, and to prevent the absorption
of all funds arising from public subserip-
tions by a small section of the families at
Nelson through the Aid Committee there.
My last letter will explain sufficiently the
condition of the settlers at the end of the
war, and their need of a fund to start them
again, but I have only incidentally advert-
ed to the condition of families at Nelson.

There are about 1000 women and chil-
dren at Nelson, who are provided from the
funds of the colony with house accommo-
dation, fuel, medical assistance, and a
weekly allowance in cash, varying from 7s.
to 28s. per family according to the number
of members. The agent is, moreover, au-
thorised to supply any other necessaries
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that may be required, out of the public
funds, if there areno private funds remain-
ing to be drawn upon. It isobvious there-
fore that the effect of sending aid to Nelson
simply relieves the colony at large from so
much of the burthen it has undertaken and
is -of no special benefit to the msmedmte
sufferers by the war.

There are many families in Nelson who
are supported entirely by the exertion' of
their husbands, or from the remains of such
property as they have been able to save
from destruction, and in Taranaki there is
still a larger number who have struggled
on amid the war without assmtance of ‘any
kind.

I know of no instance in wluch the kind
of assistance mentioned in the resolution
is required, and I believe that an eleemosys
nary fund tends ‘in this as in most other
cases to foster habits subversive of eco-

nomy and industry, and to create the ne-
cessity it relieves.

T believe I am speaking the sentiment
of the mass of the sufferers when I say
that they would prefer receiving assistance
at the end of the war, when their struggle
will really commence, to seeing the bene-
volence of ‘England confined to adminis-
tering to the present comforts of a section
of their families.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) G. CurriELp, -~
Superintendent,
E. D. Sweet, Esq.,
Hon. Sec.

Taranaki Aid Committee,
London.

Taranaki Aid Committee,
Nelson, 8th April, 1861.
Str,—1 am directed by this Committee
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 5th ultimo, and to torward to you
in reply a copy of a resolution passed at a
meeting of the Committee held this day,
which will put you in possession of their
views upon the subject of your communi-
cation,
I have, &e.,
Oswarp Curmis,
Honorary Secretary.
Thomas King, Esq.,
Provincial Treasurer,
Taranaki.

(Signed)

COPY of a Resolution passed at a Meeting
of the ¢ Taranaki Aid Committee,” Nel-
son, held at the Chamber of Commerce on
Monday, 8th April, 1861.

Moved by Oswald Curtis, Esq., second-
ed by Alexaunder Kerr, Esq.—
¢ That the Chairman of the New Zealand
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.

Relief Fund in London be informed that
the Taranaki refugees in Nelson are pro-
-vided by the General Government with the
necessaries of life, but that the rules under
which relief is afforded by the Government
being necessarily uniform, are unequal in
their operation, and that some families,
from being deprived of comforts to which
they have been accustomed, suffer- from
their exile much more than others.

< That there are many instances of fami-
Jies which, from their previous habits of
life, from the age and sex of their members,
or from other circumstances, are unable to
provide themselves with proper clothing or
other necessaries and comforts, beyond the
bare subsistence provided by the Govern-
ment, and that the subscriptions of the
public are of essential service in enabling
the Committee to diminish the amtount of

-

suffering inseparable from the present un-
happy state of affairs at Taranaki, and
which the administration of a uniform sys-
tem alone is inadequate to relieve.

« That the Committee in this resolution
confine themselves to the subject of imme-
diate relief to the refugees from Taranaki
now in this province, and make no refer-
ence to the more extended assistance which
will be required at the close of the war to
enable the settlers of Taranaki again to
maintain their families within their own

province.”
Carried unanimously.
(Signed) Wu. WeLLs,
Chairman.

A true extract from the minutes.

(Signed) Oswarp Curris,
Honorary Secretary.

Printed by G. W. Woox for the Provincial Government.



