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NOTICE.

Election and Appointment of Cattle Com-
wassioners for No. 3 District.

T is hereby notified that at a General
Meeting of the Electors for No. 3
District under the “Branding of Cattle
Ordinance, 1865,” held, pursuant to notice,
on Saturday, the 14th instant, for the

_ purpose of electing Cattle Commissioners

for the said district, the undermentioned
gentlemen were duly elected :—
’ RoBERT PrIrcAIRN,
Jorx RoBERTS.

And it is further notified that by virtue of
the power vested in the Superintendent by
the 22nd clause of the said Ordinance, I
have appointed

CHARLES BrOWN

to be a Cattle Commissioner for the same
district.
H. R, Ricumoxp,
Superintendent.

Superintendent’s Office,
-New Plymouth, October 19, 1865.

Acts left to their operation (Tavanaki.)

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Wellington, October 7, 1865.
HE following Acts, passed by the
Provincial Council of Taranaki :—
“Publicans’ Licensing Extension Ordinance,
1865,”
“Branding of Cattle Ordinance, 1865,”
having been laid before the Governor, his
Excellency has been pleased to leave the
same to their operation.
J. C. Ricamoxo,

OPENING OF THE PROVINCIAL
COUNCIL.

MRg. SPEAKER AND (GENTLEMEN OF THE Pro-
viNciaL Councin,—I have called you together at
the present time more especially with the view
of giving you at once an opportunity of making'a
change in the arrangemenis for carrying on the
Execative Government of the Province, if you
should think it desirable to do so.

Acting upon what I believe to be your general
wish, I shall immediately send down a Bill con.-
stituting & Responsible Executive Council. The
amount of actnal work to be done at the present
time by the Provincial Executive is not so great
that I might not very well undertake- it alone ;
but it is my wish to act in all matters, as far ag



(¥9)

posgible, in acoordance with the general sense of | grants, “will with careful management perma.

the community, which (except in an extreme case)
I ghall assume to be adequateiy represented by
the Provincial Council, and I know of no other
way to secure such accordance than by under-

nently set at rest the land disputes amongst the
ive })opulation, by which the Province has
n so’grievously harrassed and kept back.
I trust that, what with the lands absolutely

taking to act only with the advice and consent of | taken from the rebels, and those which we may

gentlemen who will have the opportunity of dis-
cussing all important matters both with me and
with the Provincial Council. )

Moreover, although our numbers are at present
small, and our revenue very trifling, this Province
is at the present time entering upon a new phage
of its existence, and the rapidity of its progress
may now depend, in a great measure, upon the
judicious action of the Provincial Government.
Under these circumstances, it will be a great
support to me to have constantly the advice and
assistance of gentlemen who will be bound as
strongly as myself to consider carefully every
step that is taken. .

Besides the Executive Government Bill, there
are soveral matters which require our immediate
attention.

The increase in the number of prisoners in
consequence of our-increased population, renders
the construction of a new Gaol, in which different
classes of prisoners may be properly separated, a
matter of urgent necessity ; but in order to un-
dertake this work without delay, we may probably
be obliged to ask temporary assistance from the
Colonial Government. .

The Roads and Bridges Ordinance, 1858, which

reasonably expect that the friendly natives will
gell before long, all the land in the Province not
really “required or likely to be required by the
natives for their own nse will before long be
available for the support of a prosperous white
population.

In connexion with this subject, I wounld observe
that, whether looked at from a Provincial or
Colonial point of view, I believe that it will be a
gross mistake if the fund derived from the sale
of confiscated lands is ail absorbed in paying off
some small fraction of the war debt, instead of
being mainly employed in introducing population
and opening up the country. These I feel certain
ought to-be the primary objects of the Colonial
Government, whether it keeps the management
of these districts in its own Lands, or places
them on fair conditions underthe control of the
Provincial Government; for it must be remem-
bered that by introducing a well selected popu-
Iation into these productive districts, not only
will the revenue be increased, but at the same
time the expenditure on the maintenance of &
protective force will be diminished.

In dealing with the native population in this
Provinece and elsewhé¥e, I trust that the General

is now again in force, provides that, in the event| Government ‘will be as careful to be firm as I

of a rate not being imposed in any district before
the 1st of July in any year, the Superintendent
shall appoint Commissioners and levy upon it a
fixed rate. I have deferred acting on this pro-
vision until you should be assembled, and I intend
sending down for your consideration a Bill to
modify some of the provisions of the Ordinance
for the current:year. - - - =

The present almost famine price of butchur’s
meat makes the question of relaxing the prohibi-
tion on the importation of cattle one of serious
importance to consumers, and I hope to bring
this matter before you at an early period.

There are other matters, such as the further
encouragement of Education, the apportionment
and utilisation of the Public Reserves, a change
in the Publicans’ Licensing Ordinance to meet
the requmirements of the out districts, and the
general consideration of the expenditure on the
different departments of the Provincial Govern-
ment, which I merely mention now as subjects
upon which it will be desirable that I should at
onoe consult the Executive Council, if you shouid

. decide upon its establishment.

I should be going beyond the usual limits of an
address of this kind if I were to enter at any
length into a discussion of the future prospects o
this Province, and of the means of promoting its
prosperity.

I will only therefore say that I believe and hope
that the measure taken by His Excellency’s Go-
vernment of confiscating all the open land in the
Province, with the intention of giving back to
the friendly natives their portions under Crown

know that they are anxzious to be just. Not to
be firm in dealing with them—1I allude of course
to those who have nominally submitted to British
rule—is in my opinion to do them the most
grievous injustice, as by the appearance of weak-
ness and vacillation we may tempt them again to
oppose that law which we are bound sconer or
| later to enforce even at the point-of the bayonet.
I hope therefore to see ere long a-constabulary
force in this Province strong enough to ensure
respect to the law from both races.

There is one question which we all agree in
considering of very great importance to the pros-
pects of this Province, which I have hitherto
omitted to mention. I mean that of the con-
struction of some kind of harbour or breakwater
in the roadstead. With reference to this object
I fully concur in the opinion of my predecessor,
as to the advisability of applying to have the
proposed colonial convict establishment fixed at
the Sugar-loaves, and I think that in order to
bring the project of constructing a harbour at
that place in a proper way before the General
Asgsembly next session, we ought to be able to
lay before it reliable information as to the nature
and magnitude of the proposed undertaking.

I have now only to thank you for your patient
hearing, and to express my hope that we may-be
permitted to contribute in some degree by our
united efforts towards the ultimate prosperity of
this sorely tried community.

H. R. RICHMOND,
Superintendent.

Superintendent’s Office, .

New Plymouth, October 16, 1865.
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