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New Plymouth, December 16, 1867.
OTICE is hereby given that the fol-

lowing Tenders have been accepted
by the Provincial Government :—

For Painting Provincial Hospital—
Stephen Madden, 1s. 4d. per square
yard.
Fencing at Mount Eliot—-
Samuel Curtis, 5s. 6d. per chain.

Tunternal Painting, Provincial Hospital—
M. E. Harris, £5.

Ironwork, Waiwakaibo Bridge—
Thompson & Wotherspoon, bands, 5d.

per 1b. ; plates, 15s. each ; altering bolts,

7s. 6d. each.

For grubbing Furze, Town Runs—
William Nichols, £4 per acre.

For grubbing Furze, &e.—
Johun Ahirn, £18. -

Repairing Ford, Mangoraka—
Tunnicliffe & Holyroyd, £6 10s.

" For Fencing Provineial Hospital—

W. and D. Nichols, 21s. per chain.

For taking down a House at St. Germain’s:

Square and re-building at Omata—-
Israel Pellew, £14.

—— S D ———

on Edveational eserve, 48 acres—
J. Healey, £10.
T. Kriny,

Provincial Secretary.

Provincial Secretary’s Office,
New Plymouth, December 16, 1867,
HE following Tenders have been
- received for the construction of a
Bridge over the Mangoraka, Devon line :—

R. Rundle .......covenevrneen.n. £279.
W. Smaller .........ccovvennnn 290.
J. Brooking .........cieceiiinnn. 298.
R. Rundle’s Tender accepted.
T. KELLy,

Provincial Secretary.

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, December 19, 1867.
THE following letter-and Report from
Mr. R. H. Eyton, who has been
recently appointed Inspector of Schools

-receiving Government aid in the Province

of Tarsnaki, are published for general in-
formation, and the attention of all persons
interested in promoting education in the
Province is respectfully invited thereto.
H. R. Ricumoxp,
Superintendent.
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New Plymouth, December 9, 1867.

- Si,—In accordance with the instroctions
conveyed to me in your Honor’s letter of the
2nd October, I beg to forward herewith my half-
yearly Report of the condition of the Schools in
this Province receiving Government aid, together
with certain recommendations for their better
organisation, which I hope will receive your
Honor’s most earnest consideration.

I cannot lay too much stress on the great
necessity which exists for a revision of the regu-
lations at present in force as to the distribution
of the Government aid, for a more efficient system
of supervision and control, and genera.lly for the
. adoption of any measures whereby the indifference
of parents to the edueation of their children may
be diminished, and the numbers attending”the
various Schools, in the town as well as the
couniry, increased.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servanb,
Rosert H. EvTON,
Inspector of Schools.
His Honor the Superintendent,
Taranaki.

REPORT AS TO THE CONDITION, OF THE
SCHOOLS IN THE PROVINCE OF TARA-
NAKI, RECEIVING GOVERNMENT AID.

During the past two months, I have visited the
various schools in this Province receiving aid
" from the Government, with the exception of the
Patea and Manutahi schools, and have examined
the children attending, in reading, writing, and
arithmetic. I much regret that the resmlt of
these examinations should have been so unsatis-
factory as I have to report. I found that the
large majority of children had no real knowledge
of that which they were supposed to have learned,
and were unable to answer questions unless put
in precisely the same form and order as that to,
which they had been accustomed. For-tistanes;~"
some of the children considered most advanced
by their teachers, were quite unable to repeat
the multiplication table except just as it is printed, -
and in several cases after hearing -a reading
lesson, I found the pupils could not tell me any-
thing of what they had been reading. In the
same way in spelling, the lesson for the day was
usually well learned and repeated, but as I went
back through the lessons of one, two, or three
days before, I found the answers become less and
less accurate, until at last they were the merest
guess work ; the children had no idea of the
sound of the letters, and could spell no word, as
a general rule, which they had not learned.
This ‘state of things must in the main be attributed
to the perfunotory manner in which the teacher
explains the tasks to the children, and which is
owing to the want of of training, rather than the
want of will. My conclusion is, that generally
speaking the education which is being given at
the Government Schools is not such gs to develope
successfally the intelligence of the scholars, or
give any grounds for the expectation thet they
will ever feel an interest in and of their awn accord
endeavour to prosecute, their studies after they
“'have acquired a sort of knowledge of reading,
writing, and ciphering ; on the contrary, I think
it is far more probable that three-fourths of the
children will in a very short time forget the little
they had learned. I should mention that these
faults are not nearly so apparent in the schools
which are regularly and frequently visited by
persons interested in their well-being : sach are
the Roman Catholic and Infant Schools, the former
of which I consider on the whole to be in a better

condition than any of the others. While the in-
struction given in the most elementary branches
is so exceedingly unsatisfactory, as I have said,
it is of course out of the question to expect that
the children should be acquainted with anything
beyond. .

I believe the state of things above described,
is the almost necessary consequenee of the very
irregular manner in which the children attend
school. It is soarcely fair to judge solely by the
past guarter, as the prevalence of measles. in the
town and its vieinity has no doubt kept away
many who would otherwise have come ; but from
what I gather from the teachers, I am led to in-
fer that there is very great irregularity at all
times, more especially in the country districts.
In some cases this quite prevents the division of
the school into classes, and in all itis a very great
abstruction. The teacher has in consequence to
hear each child separately, and has therefore no
time te see that the pupil thoroughly understands
the lesson, or to explain it asfully as it should be
explained. The number of children receiving
Government aid is as follows :—

Above 10  Below 10

years old. years ald. Total.

In the town ....ccc0n... 66 108 174
In the country ......... 17 24 41
83 132 215

A considerable number of these do not attend
often enough to derive any practical benefit, and
in some instances where there were two or more
children in one family I found that they attended,
alternately, and that while the parents only paid
the fee for one child, the Qovernment was paying
for all. The teachers state that they are unable
to insist on the attendance being more regular,
as the result of remonstrance is frequently to,
cause the parents to remove the children

- altogether.

There are also a great many children who do
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form & conjecture as to their number, and only
know that such is the case from the statement of
the different teachers. When the census returnsg
are publighed, it will be possible to ascertain the
number of these children pretty accurately.

It is not easy under such unfavourable circum-
stances to form a judgment as to the competence
of the teachers in the different schools, but it
would be highly surprising to anyone to find
really good teachers in schools where so little
encouragement is offered, and where the whole
income of the master is scarcely as much as he
would be able ta earn if he were a labouring man.
The Messrs, Earl alone have had any preyious
experience in teaching. In all the schools I
believe the teachers are diligent and painstaking,
but that from want of training they absolutely do
not know how to convey their instructions so as
to awaken the intelligence and interest of the
children. As long as this is the case, it isim-
possible that rapid progress should be made, and
although the want of good teaehers arises in the
first instance from the bad attendance, and small
inducement offered, it undoubtedly reacts on the
attendance, and parents seeing how very slowly
the children advance, come to think it is scarcely
worth while tq send them at all. That this is
really the case, is evident from the fact that the
best attended and most suceessful school in town
ig one which is receiving no Government aid. I
do nof; think that the ill-success of the Govern-
ment Schools arises from an absolute want of
knowledge on the part of the masters, and
mistresses, so0 much as from an incapability of

putting what they know in a form comprehensible
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to the children ; and I do not consider that this
obstacle can be entirely overcome until the
schools are taught by persons who have had some
previous training. The power of illustrating and
explaining in a simple and forcible manner must
be acquired befors & teacher is fit for his work,
and I can find but little evidenee in the schools I
wisited to show that the teachers here possess this

- power to any extent.

The school buildings in town are in a sufficiently
good condition, and are quite large enough, but
I thivk more attention should be given to roof
ventitatiors themwsme: thing may be- gaid-of e
new school-room at Bell Block. The room used
for the school at Oakura is far too small and close
to be healthy. The Omata room is large emough
for present requirements. All the schools should
be provided with a black board, without which a .
master can scarcely teach a class. The supply of
books is wery inadequate, and those in use
do not seem to me to be the best that could be
obtained. The parents are unwilling to buy books
for their children,

To sum up, my opinion of the present condition
of the Government sehoolsis very unfavourable,
and any comparison which may instituted be-
tween them and the schools for the poorer classes
at home must, according to my judgment, be alto-
gether to the advantage of the latter. The at-
tendance is wery had, and it is the interest of the
teacher not to insist on greater regularity, in
order that there may be alarge number of children
on the books, from whom he can get Government
2id, and thus eompensate himself for the de-

- ficieney in collection of hjs fees from parents.

“The income is so small that it is out of the ques-
tion to expect to obtain goed teachers. From
these two causes eombined the schools necessarily
suffer—children derive very little good, and the
Government aid is to a great extent wasted.

I find by a return furnished to me by the Assis-
Treasarer that the (Government is at present
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the following alterations : (1). That Mr. A. R. N.
Earl’s school be considered a boy’s school, and
no Government aid given for any girls attending :
(2). That Miss Shaw’s school be considered a girl’s
school, and no Government aid given for any
boys attending : (3). That Miss Smith’s and Miss
Lynch’s schools be considered mfant schools :
(4). That in the two former schools Government
shonld not aid children under nine years old, and
in the two latter schools above nine years old
By this means that classification which I look
upon as so necessary to efficiency would be in
L Somemeasure at-once introdnoed, and the teachers
in the upper schools would not have to devote
the greater part of the time which should be
given to more advanced pupils, to the trouble-
Some work of teaching the alphabet and figures
to mere beginners. I have made the division of
age between the infant and upper schools at nine
years’ old, partly for the purpose of equalizing
the numbers in the different schools, but princi-
pally because those who have been in attendance
at the Infant School for two years, should by that
- time be sufficiently advanced for the upper
schools ; the division would more properly be
made at eight years’ old, but at present this
would so diminish the numbers at the Infant
schools, as to make it improbable that teachers
would be found to take them.

The difficulties to be encountered in placing
the country schools on a satisfactory. footing are
far greater than'in the case of the town, where
the numbers are actually sufficient to support
four schools. The only suggestion which I have
to make ag to the district schools specially (until
the education fund can” be.largely increased), is
that there should be a reserve of several acres
set apart in each district for the nse of the teacher,
who has a good deal of leisure time under the
existing system, and might by cultivating this
land add considerably to his income.

The recommendations which I have
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various sch(;'o];,’of which £183 17s. 6d. is given
#o schools in the town, as follows :—

£ s d.

Miss A. Smith...vviiineees 21 0 0
Miss M. A, Shaw ... 3415 0
Mr. A. R. N. BEarl .. 43 5 0
Mr. W. H. Barl...... 21 5 0

" Catholic School... o 3712 6
R. Hart.ooeor o ssnsnecernsneenns 26 0 0
£183 17 6

‘The total number of children receiving aid is:
174, of whom 66 are above ten years old. I
think it is jmprobable that the attendance will
ever sink below this number, as the late stagnation
of trade and want of employment for labour are
almost sure to have reduced the number of
children attending school to the minimum. Tt
may reasonably be expected that the population
will in foture increase rather than decreass, and
the numbers at school will consequently be pro-
portionately augmented. But at present I think
the number of jown schools is too many for any
to be in a good condition. One teacher should
be able to instruct fifty children, nor counld he
get a living from a school at which the attendance
fell far short of this. I understand that Mr. W.
H. Earl and Mr. Hart are likely to give up their
schools at the end of the year. I would re-
commend that the Government shounld withdraw
its aid from these two schools, whether given up
or not, and that Mr. W. H, Earl should be offered
the first vacancy which may be at the disposal of
the Government. This would reduce the number

eome under the three heads,—regularity of
attendance, competence of teachers, and system
of management.

With regard to attendance, before speaking of
meaus for improving the regularity, I should state
that there are a large number of chfldren in the
Province who are attending no school at all, but
that until the census returns are piiblished, I am
unable to say exactly what this number is. Ican
see no means of reaching parents who are in-
different to the education of their children,as
long as the present system continues; butas I
am convineed that the large majorify of those
who neglect to send their ehildren do so, not
from apathy but from inability, I believe that
this evil will gradually die out as the conntry
becomes more populated, and the distriet schools
more frequent, but uatil this js the case there
appears to be no remedy.

I believe the regularity of attendanee of the
children who are within reach of & school might
be improved by substituting for the present
capitation grant on attendance, agrant ageording

“to the result of an annual examination; the
*“standards to be carefully devised so as to vary
‘with the age of the children. This would take
:Ligwiay from the teachers the power of increasing
their gchools numerically, and thug obtaining more
.Goyernment aid than they are entitled to, by
allowing irregularity of attendance. I think
moreover that if the number of holidays were
largely increased, a great improvement would
result therefrom. The following extract from
the report 6f the English Edacation Commission

of schools to four. In these I would recommend

of 1862, bears upon this subject:—‘¢ Before

K}



;oo (100)

dismissing this part of the/ subject (the. state of:
juvenils Iahor as affecting atbendance st.sghool),”
'we must call attention to the important evidence:
as to the number of hours durilig which children
can be usefully kept in school, and the. fength of
timé for which their attentjon can be spstained.

The evidénce on the whole tends decidedly to
the conclusions :—(1). That for children undey.
thé age of t:;zlglv}_e ygtars ﬁyeifl{tya-‘fqu_{}i:;r; t& week
is mnearly the Hmit" 6f profitable, ingjruction in
stlidies“r‘g" juirid 1‘11111116111'.8.' sleffort: (23, That ;‘{g}‘z\t‘een
hourd a week. 1. oﬁé’ﬁ"h’?@qod,, of more u;‘efult
métital efibrt than twenty-four : (3). That fiftéen
hours a week, the utmosh that is obfained by.
factory children, ig, to use. the most unfayourable
term, not insuflicient: (4), That. xageh may be
dono in twelvé Hours a week, or tyo;hours .day,
provided that, those two_ hours bp two fresh. |
hotirs i the morning : (5). That.childrén who

" have be¢n educated np to the age of seven in &

gdod infant school, éan 'be tanght -in three yesrs

in a school attendance of from fifteen to_eighteen
hours a week,

to read vv?q‘ll, to write well, and to
nnderstand ' the ‘comimon rules of "arithmetie,”
Thé nimber of chool hours is fiye in most of the
gohools 'in this Province, for five days in the.
weok. Sppposing the daily hours were from
niné to twelve, and attendance were required on
Saturday, the whole number of school hours in
the week would be eighteen, the number. ta which
the Commiasioners appear wost favoarable for
children under twelve. I think 'that in case of
the Government being Qisposeéd t6 allow the balf
time systetn, the above diviion of time should be
injttoduced into -the Infant sthools, buat inthe
cage of the older children the timé should be
50 divided as to render their leisure’ from "school
of most value to the parents for purposes of -
labou?, and this will in my opinion be “best
efiecctéd by allowing absence from' sehool” for’
_three days in the week, and raising the number
of school hours to six on' éhch of the rémaining
_thrée-days. < The Commissionbrs did wob recom-
“nicnd tie - adoption T tHE "
because they considered that great numbers of
the parents who felt they were paying for-a fall
day’s schooling, wounld probably bevome dis.
contented with “the schools. Thig, however,
scarcely applies to the schools here, where the
Government pay for half the schooling, and have
therefore a right to enforce such regulations as
will render it more useful. I believe, moreover,
that the alteration would be looked upon by most
parents as a great relief. Iam hardly prepared
to recommend-the plan, as I know of no instance
in which it has been tried, but at present Lcan’
see no great objection to it, and believe it wonld
greatly improve the condition of the sohools.

The next point for consideration is' how to
obtain competent teachers. - I have before stated
my opinion that no teacher is properly qualified
who has not received a special training of at least
one year’s duration—(in England three are-re-
quired). This is, however, quite ont of the
question in Taranaki, until the salaries can be
increased. Mr. Taylor, the Inspector of Sghools .
in Anckland, recommends examination, but Tao
not think that any mere examination would tonch -
the difficulty, as a person cannot be éxamined
in his power of imparting knowledge. I think
the Government should make every effort to keep
those teachers here who have had any previous
experience, such as Mr. W. H. Earl, and should

only give.schools to persoms. not so qualified, on
the oxpregss ubderstanding that. they were not to
100k upoi, themselves as, permanently appointed,
or, t0 haye any clgim for compensation in case of
their remgval in favour of same other applicant.
Sotngthing might be done by addressing a circnlar
of 'instriictions. to ‘the. various. teachers, but
constant visit
the children, are the only miodesin which much
good cap be done at pregent. The test plan
whick I have proposed- as the condition of the

children on the part of the masters.

With regard to the system of management, as
fa ag téaching is concerned, this must of course
be ‘nﬁ'a.iia]‘y‘ Hb%[)éhdéixt “on the competence of the

‘believe that a very great effect,

mas%?,:anq‘
will be produced hers by the examinations above
referréd to, by whith mehns classification will be
ensyred in & great measiire. The object in any
altération affecting either teachers or children,
but espeéially the latter, should. be that they
should come to feel themselves under a regular
system, which willnct be relaxed in their favour
at any time, and that in giving or witholding aid
from the children, in.removing or superseding
masters, and in all other respects, there is nothing
of a personal question .involved.: At present, I
can find ho .signs of either masters .or children
considering themselves as under such a system.
The examinations aud yisits from the Inspector
should be at regular intervals, and the master
ishould be required to keep a school register, and
|furnish .8 quarterly report to the parenis on a
‘printed form. A list of books from which the
‘children will be examined, should be furnished to
every teacher. There are also many other minor
ways in which regularity and discipline might be
enforced, which it would be out of place to
mention in the. present.report.

By thege means I think that to a certain extent
.the schooly may be immediately improved, where;

many cases where a school is required it will have

to be neglected In gensequence. of the inability of
the Goyerpment or district to provide sufficient

fands for gupgorting one. For this I can see no
remedy ds long as the assistance given arises
wholly from the éndowment fund, nor while this
is the cage does there appear to be any prospect
of diminighing the existent indifference to educa-
tion. My opinion, therefore, is that the schools
will not be placed upon a really satisfactory
footing until a general education rate is levied,
and local boards are established for the adminis.
tration of such sums as may be allotted to each
district by the Government. As under such a
gystem, people will \have to pay, whether they
avail themselves of the schools or not, I believe
their indifferenceto the education of their children
will bé very materially ditinished. During the
present condition of the Province I fear it is im-
possible that snch a system, which has been
adopted in Otago and Nelson,—in the latter
certainly successtully,—should be introduced, but
I consider it is my duty to state plainly that I
believe no modification or alteration of the preseni
plan can stir up that popular interest in education
which is essential to saccess.
RoserT H. EYTON,
Inspector of Schools.
December 9, 1867.
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