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NEW ZEALAND

GOVERNMENT
(PROVINCE OF TARANAKI.)

i i I i u , i U’UT i ’ ¯ .... ~7 -, ~ L,I

Vo~. XV.I NEW PLYMOUTH, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2/~, 1867.

, New Plymouth, Decemberl6, 1867.

NOTICE is hereby given that the fol-
lowing Tenders have been accepted

by the Provincial Government :-

For Painting Provincial Hospital--
Stephen Madden, ls. 4d. per square

yard.
Fencing at Mount Eliot~

Samuel Curtis, 5s. 6d. per chain.
Internal Painting, Provincial Hospital--

M. E. Ilarris, £5.
Ironwork, Waiwakaiho Bridge--

Thompson & Wotherspoon, bands, 5d.
per lb. ; plates, 15s. each ; altering bolts,
7s. 6d. each,
For grubbing Furze, Town Runs~

William Nichols, £4 per acre.
For grubbing Furze, &c.~

John Ahirn, ~18,
:Repairing Ford, Mangoraka--

Tunnieliffe & Holyroyd, £6 10s.
¯ For-Fonoing Provinoial.I-Iospital--

W. and D. ]Nichols, 21s. per chain.
For taking down a House at S~. Germain’s

Square and re-building a~ Omata--"
Israel Pellew, £14.

GAZETTE

J. Healey, £10.
T. KELSY,

Provincial Secretary.

Provincial Secretary’s OffiCe,
New Plymouth, ’December 16, i867.

THE following Tenders have been
.a. received for ~he Construction of a

Bridge over ~he 1VIangoraka~ Devon line :--
R. Rnndle ........................ £279.
W. Smaller ...................... 290.
J. Brooking .......... ; ........... 298.

R. Rundlds Tender accepted.
T. KEImY,

Provincial Secretary.

Superintendent’s Office,
New Plymouth, December 29, 1867.

T ttE following letter and Report from
Mr. 1~. H. Eyton, who has bee~l

recently appointed Inspector of Schools
receiving Governmen~ aid in the Province
of T ar~naki, are published for general in-
foi~ma~on, and ~he ’a~tenti0n ’of all persons
interested in promoting education in the
Province is respectfully invited thereto.

H. R.; RICHMOND,
Superin~nden~.



New Plymouth, December 9, 1867.
SIR,--In accordance with the instructions

conveyed to me in your Honor’s letter of the
2nd October, I beg to forward herewith my half-
yearly Report of the condition of the Schools in
this Province receiving Government aid, together
with certain recommendations for their better
organisetien, which I hope will receive your
Honor’S most earnest consideration.

I cannot lay too much stress on the great
necessity which exists for a revision of the regu-
lations at present in force as to the distribution
of the Government aid, for a more efficient system
of supervision and control, and ~enerally for the
adoption of any measures whereby the indifference
of parents to the education of their children way
be diminished, and the numbers attending the
various Schools, in the town as well as the
country, increased.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

ROBERT ]:]-. EYTON~
Inspector of Schools.

His Honor the Superintendent,
Taranaki.
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REPORT AS TO THE CONDITION. OF THE
SCHOOLS IN THE PROVINCE OF TARA-
NAKI, RECEIVING GOVERNMENT AID.

During the past two months, I have visited the
various schools in this Province receiving aid
from the Government, with the exception of the
Paten and Manutahi schools, and have examined
the children attending, in reading, writing, and
arithmetic, I much regret that the result of
these examinations should have been so unsatis~
factory as I have to report. I found that the
large majority of children had no real knowledge
of that which they were supposed ta have learned,and were unable to answer questions unless put
in precisely the same form and order as that tQ
whlc~hgy had been accustomed. For~i~.g~,
some of the children considered most advanced
by their teachers, were quite unable to repeat
the multiplication table except just as it is printed,
and in several cases after hearing .a reading
lesson, I found the pupils could not tell me any,
thing of what they had been reading. In the
same way in spelling, the lesson for the day was
usually well learned and repeated, hut as I went
back through the lessons of one, two, or three
days before, I found the answers become less and
less accurate, until at last they were the merest
guess work; the children had no idea of the
sound of the letters, and could spell na word~ as
a general rule, which they had not learned.
This state of things must in the main be attributed
to the perfunctory manner in which the teacher
explains the tasks to the children, and which is
owing to the want of of training, rather than the
want of will. l~y Conclusion is, that generally
speaking the education which is being given at
the Government Schools is not such as to develope
successfully the intelligence of the scholars, or
give any grounds for the expectation that they
will ever feel an interest in and of their own accord
endeavour to prosecute, their studies after they
have acquired a sort of knowledge o£ reading,
writing, and ciphering ; on the contrary, I think
it is far more probable that three.fourths of the
children will in a very short time forget the little
they had learned. I should mention that these
faults are not nearly so apparent in the schools
which are regularly and freqaeutly visited by
persons interested in their well-being : such are
the Roman Catholic and Infant Schools, the former
0f which I consider on the whole to be in a better

condition than any of the others. While the in-
struction given in the mos~ elementary branches
is so exceedingly unsatisfactory, as I have said,
it is of course out of the question to expect that
the children should be acquainted with anything
beyond.

I believe the state 6f things above described~
is the almost necessary consequence of the very
irregular manner i~ which the children attend
school, It is Scarcely fair to judge solely by the
past quar~er~ as the prevalence of measles in th~
town and its vicinity has no doubt kept away
many who would otherwise have come ; but frorr~
what I gather frem the teachers, I am led to in-
fer that there is very great irregularity at al~
tlmesi more especially it1 the country districts.
In some cases this quite prevents the division of
the school into classes, and in all it is a very great
abstruotion. The teacher has in consequence ta
hear each child separately, and has therefore no
time te see that the pupil thoroughly understand~
the lesson, or to explain it as fully as it should be
explained. The number of children receiving
Government aid ia as follows :-

Above 10 Below 10
years 01d. years old. Total.

tu the town ............ 66 108 17~
Ia the country .......... 17 24 41

83 1~ 215
A considerable number of these do not attend

often enough to derive any practical benefit, and
in some instances where there wer~ two or more
children in one family I found that they attended
alternately, and that wh~le the parents only paid
the fee for one child, the (~overnme~t was paying
for all. The teachers state that they arc unable
to insist on the attendance being more regular,
as the result of remonstrance is frequently t~
cause the parents to remove the childreu
altogether.

There are also a gre~t many children who do
~,, ". ,~,l’~d,,~’,=’F’~l;,. :..,.~-:. %;. ~.;., ~M,~ ~-v,,~’X~ .....

form a conjecture as to their number, and only
know that such is the case from the statement of
the different teachers. When the census returns
are published, it will be possible to ascertain the
number of these children pretty accurately.

It is not easy under such unfavourablo circum-
stances to form a judgment as to the competence
of the teachers ~n the different schools, but it
would be highly surprising to anyone to find
really good teachers in schools where so little
encouragement is offered, and where the whole
income of tl~e master is scarcely as much as he
would be able to earn if he were a labouring man.
The ~Iessrs, Earl alone have had any preyious
experience in teaching. In all the schools I
believe the teachers are diligent and painstaking,
buy that from want of training they absolutely do
not know how to convey their instructions so as
to awaken the intelligence and interest of the
children. As long as this is the case, it is im-
possible that rapid progress should be made, and
although the want of good teachers arises in the
first instance from the bad attendance, and small
inducement offered~ it undoubtedly reacts on the
attendance, and parents seeing how very slowly
the children advance, come to think it is scarcely
worth while to send them at all. That this is
really the cas% is evident from the fact that the
best attended and most successful school in town
is one which is receiving no Government aid. I
do no~ think that the ill-success of the Govern-
ment Schools arises from an absolute want of
knowledge on the part of the masters, and
mistresses, so much as from an incapabillLy of
putting what they know ia a form comprchens~l~le
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te the children ; and I do not consider that this
obstacl~ cau be entirely overcome until the
schools are taught by persons who have had some
previous tr~:iuing. The power of illustrating and
explaining in a simple and forcible manner must
be acquired before a teacher is fit for his work,
and I can find but little evidence in the schools I
~lsited to show that the t, eachers here possess this
power to any extent.

The school buildings in £ewn are in a suir~Aent]y
good coudiLion, and are quite large enough, but
I think more attention should be given m roof
~entilaOhytr T th$~" ~a~ may" b~l,:~
~aew school-room at Bell Block. The room used
for the school at Oakura is far too small andclose
.to be healthy. The Omata room is large enough
for presen~ requirements. All the schools should
be provided with a bIack board, without which a
master can scarcely teach a class. The supply of
books is ~ery inadequat% and those in use
do not.seem te me to be the best that could be
obtained. The parents arc unwilling to buy books
for their children.

’To sum up, my opinion of the present condition
,of the G(~vernment schoolsis very unfavourable,
and any comparison which may instituted be-
tween ~em and the schools for the poorer classes
~t home mus~, according ~o my judgment, be alte-
gether to the advantage of the latter. The ar~
tendanee is ~ery had, and it is the interest of the
,teacher no~ to insist on greater regularity, in
order that there may be alarge number of children
.on the books, from whom he can get Government
aid, and thus compensate himself for the de-
ficienay in collection of h~s fees from parents.
’The income is so small that iS is o~t of the ques-
tion to expect te obtain good teachers. From
£hese ~wo causeseombined the schools necessarily
~uffer--children derive very little good, and the
Government aid is to a grea~ extent wasted.

I find by a re~urn furnished to me by the Assis-
Treasurer that the Governmen~ is at present

various schools, of which £183 17s. 6d. ts given
£o s~.hools in the ~own~ as follows :--

s.d.
Miss A. Smith ................... 21 0 0
Miss M. A. Shaw ............... 84 15 0
]~r. A. R. N. Earl .............. 43 5 0
Mr. W. H. Earl .................. 21 5 0
Catholic School .................. 37 12 6
R. Hart ............................ 26 0 0

~183 17 6
The total hum.her of children receiving aid is

tY4, of whom 66 are above ten years old. I
think it is ;improbable that the attendance will
ever sink be]ov~ this number, as the late stagnation
of trade and want of employmen~ for labour are
almost sure to have reduced ~he number of
children attending School vo the minimum. It:
may reasonably be expected that the population
~ill in future increase rather than de~rease~, and
~2ae numbers .at ~choo! will consequently he pro-
portionately augmented. But at present I think
the number ofimwn schools is too many for any
to he in a good .condition. One teacher should
be able ~o instruct fifty children, nor ~ould he
get a living from a school at which the attendance
fell far short of this. I understand that Mr. W~.
H. ]~arl and Mr. Hart are likely to give up .their
schools at the end of the year. I would re.
eommen~ ~hat the Government should withdraw
its aid from these two schools, whether given up
or not, and tha~ Mr. W. H. Earl should be offered
the first vacancy which may be at the disposal of
the Government. This would reduce the number
of schools te four. In these I would recommend

the following alterations : (1). That ~fr. h. R ".
Earl’s school be considered a boy’s school, and
no O~)vernment aid given for any girls attending 
(2). That Miss Shaw’s school be considered girl’s
school, and no Government aid given i~or any
boys attending : (3). Tha~ Miss Smith’s and Miss
Lynch’s schools be considered infant schools:
(4). That in ~he two former schools Governmen~
should not aid children under nine years old, and
in the two latter schools above nine years old
By this means tha~ classification which I look
upon as so necessary to efficiency would be in

. s~:oncu in~roduoed~ au~ ~he~hers
in the upper schools would no~ have to devote
~he greater part of the time which should be
given to more advanced pupils, to the trouble-
~ome work of teaching the alphabet and figures
to mere beginners. I have made the division of
age betweeu the infant and upper schools at nine
years’ old, partly for the purpose of equalizing
the numbers in the different schools, but princi-
pally because those who have been in attendance
at the Infant School for Wee years, should by thai;
time be sufficiently advanced for the upper
schools ; the division would more properly be
made a~ eight years’ old, but at present this
would so diminish the numbers au the Infant
schools, as to make it improbable that teachers
would be found te take them.

The difficulties to be encountered in placing
the country schools on a ea~isfactery footing are
far greater than in the case of the town, where
the numbers are actually sufficient to support
four schools. The only suggestion which I have
to make as to the distri~ct schools specially (until
the education fund can be largely in~reased), is
that there sho~d be a reserve of several acres
set apart in.each district for the use of the teacher,
who has a good deal of leisure time under the
e~istlng system, and might by ,cultivating this
land add considerably to his income.

The recommendations which I have ~o make

come under the h of
attendance, competence of teachers, and system
of management.

With regard to attendance, before speaking of
means for improving the regularity, I should state
that there are a large number of chfl2reu in the
Province who are attending no school ae all, but
that until the census returns are pfiblished~ I am
unable to say exactly what this number is. I can
see no means of reo~hiug parents who are in-
different to the education of tlaeir children,, as
long as the present system continues; but as I
am coavlneed that the large ma~orisy of those
who ~eglect to send their children do so, not
from ~pathy but from i~abflity~ I believe thai;
this evil will gradually die out as the country
becomes more populated, and the distric~ schools
more frequent, but until this ~s ~h.o ~c~se there
al~pcars to be no remedy.

I believe the regularity of a~endan~e of the
children who are within reach of a school might
be improved by substituting for the presen~
capitation grant on attendance, a grant according
to the result of an annual examination ; the

! ~standards te be carefully devised so as to vary
~ ~with fhe age of the children. This would take
:~;a~ay from the teachers the power of increasing

their schools numerically~ and thus obtaining more
Government e, ld than they are entitled ~9, by
allowing irregularity of attendance. "f think
moreover that if the number of holidays were
largely increased, a great improvemen~ would
result therefrom. The following extrac~ from
the repor~ of the English Education Commission
of 1862~ bears upon this subject :~" Before
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dlsmlssin~ this par~ of thd lubjee~ (~h0.,st~ito o£. I o~ly,~y~ s~oe~,s ~p p, ojs0as. ,oLs.o quanneG, oft
juvenile labolir as:i~ffe0tin6 a~ondanoe ~t sg~qol), ’ the 6x~p~re~.unaers.mnmng mat. ~ney. wexe no~ ~o
=~ ,~ ~ll gt~enGon’ to~l~e~ ~Uor~" e~ri~ieueo- [ Io0k t~ thoms o.lve.s, as pp.rlnanently appmn~oa,
~. ~ *~...~..’~t,’o~ .e ~,,*’~ ~;~,~&"~idM~ chiklrim I or to h~vo al~y ol~li~ for compensation in case el
can be use~ully kep~ iu sc~01, and the leng~ 0~ i tlio~r re~pval m ~wur. of sa,ne other app cant.
time +for Whleh thex~ atte#t{6n can b.o ~ust~ed; I S_b~thing .in~ght be.~lene by a.ddressmga c,rcular
Tk~e evldenee o~ the whblo tends {!ec~l]e~y. to ]ot ms~r~c~.~ns:, to. the~. vats.us ~ea~ne~s, ou~

the cbnblusi0ns "--~). ~t~at for’ c~iidr0n under ] C.~.n,,~t~,n~. v~m~mg a~cb zrcqucn~ e.~amtn_.a~mns o~
the age Of twd]v~ yearst ~enty~u~ours ~ week ] tim ~nnaje~e ~e::ea?nlYrm:~:s.znT~:l:n t m~33"

is ’nearly ~ t~m~ dr.p+~c,!.~O~ton m / go~. ~ 0 ....... p ~,_, ... v.

............ Ore tl’

G0"rlitilei~’~o~ri"~r" ’i~’~

...lit).~OUrS a week i s . o~en a . n~’. Of=’~ ~ " l ~ .......................... r

hours a Week, the utmost that is obtam0d by. i cn +. p . . s ". .

~,i,~ ’;~’ ~,~d’ m~n~ub 7 ~(~ :~t ~Id~eu wl~b wi.’ll’~#0 proOu99a nero by me examluam0ns aeove .
7 .... .’~’, "-~" ~’~&" ~_’ik-~Z^" o~0von~id ~ I ref~x~r~l ~d, by, whi’011 ino~ns classi~cation will be ~
nave been euuca~ea up ~oauu llllu u< , " / ., :. ..... ’, ¯ - ~ ¯ .... ~ -~
gO00 intant sel~ool, da~)e tkugl~t .’In thre, e ye.ar~ / e,,I~.~r°l~,.ln ~ ~l~,,at mo, a~Ure:

The object ~.n any
:i~.-~’~ ~.w,l~;.<~ a÷.t.~a..h,.~ ~f ~a ..... ~ ei~h~en / ai~eramon aue~mng either ~eacnersor cmluren, :~"

h0urs a week, ~o 7~ad We~l, to wiite wel!+ and to / but especmlly ~he !alter, 3bould be that they

Tlld ntilnb+r o~+bh6ol ’hours is fi~e’ln tfio!t’iof, t]m s,ystomLwnlcaml;~i~t~:e.vr~x~r~ 1,if, i~l~v~.u~l ’,~
eehbols in tJais Province, for five dltys in the as any3im,o, .~. ~ ga .g . ~2
wbek S,’~0sin<. th~ dal’l~ h~urs ~wore from ires the cnu~iron, in .removing or saporseumg

¯ " .e~y ~ ~ ~ *o~..’~.~..i,.,~an,~" masters, and in all o~ker respoom, ~he*e is nothing
nice 10o ~wolvo~ an(l a~uen~ano~ w ............. . ._ ,
~n’*.-~ +~’~+~vh+0le number"el~ scllool ~0ars in of a personal ques£1on revolved. At present, I

the week would be eigli~n, the nu~nb~r, tQ Wh’~e+.h

ca+u find no ,signs of etth.r +m~+ t~s3 ~r :hi~dtremn’

.......... U-- ’ LU ’ ’ t*+ WOSt faVburable’ for consmermg meumow+s as aster s o y ¯the ~ommlssioners appea v~ ....
~;~ ,~a~,; e~r~l=~ ~[ thln~k:th~ in ca~b of The ex~mm~tmns and :nuts from the Inspector
~l~e’~v~en~’bei~’~’aisposM ~6 a~10W the ~alf s.hou!~ .be at regularjntervals,, a~d the m~ster
+;~- o~+~,~, ~ ~,;~o ~i~ n~me sh0nl~l be’ snoul~ ne required ~o Keep a scnom regular, ann
¯ ~’~’~..~’:’~:r~,’~;+~’~O~--bfi:t in’t~e furnish a quarterly report to the pareats on a 7+
~’jo+~<t~j~l+ae’r"ch]l=d’re"i~ ;h;+[i~e shoulc~ be printed form.. A list of books from which the ;,

SO divided as to render their leisure’ from ’school children will be examined, should be furnished ~o

of n~0st’ val’ffo to ~he parents for piirposes of every teacher. There are also many other minor ~
labour, and this will ~n my opinion ~e ~est ways in which regularity and discipline might be
efieCt~t by allowing absence fro~~ sel~ool for enforced, which it would be ou~ of place ~o

three days in the week~ and i~aising thd number mention in. the present+reporr~

of school hours ’te six bn ’ekch of +~he re~aifii~og By th~.e means I think that ~o a certain extent
tl~y~la~s. " The Oomm~s~iott~r~ ~ ~ ~- ¯ the schopls m~Y be ~nediately i~nproved~ where .:

because they considered that great numbers of many cases where a school is required it will have

+he parents who felt they were payiog Pot, :a full to be neglected la consequence, of the .inability of
day’s schooling, would probably b~em+ ~is. the Go,ornament or district to provide sufficient

funds ~’er +up~orfi~g one. For thls I can see nocontented with +~he schools. This, ho~e:ver,
remed~ as i0ng ’as "the assistance given arisesscarcely applies ~o the schools here, where the .;i

Government pay for half the schooling, and have wholly frO~a ’the endowment fund, nor while this
~.is the casedoes there appear ~o be any prospecttherefore a right to enforce such regulations as of din~inishing the existent indifference ~o educe- +++~+

will render it more useful. I believe, moreover,
that the alteration would be looked upon by mos~

tion.footingMYuntilopiniOn,a generaltheref°re’educationiS thatratetheis schoolSlevied, ~:;"Jparents as a great relief. I am hardly prepared will no~ be placed upon a really satisfactory + !~

to recommend the plan, as I know of no instance ~
in which it has been tried, hut at present I can and local boards are established for the adminis-
see no grea~ objection to it, and believe it would tration 6fsneh sums as may be allotted to each

greatly improve the condition of the schools, district Idy the Government. As under such a
The nex~ point for consideration is how to system, people will,have to pay, whether they

obtain competen~ teachers. I have before;stated avail themselves of the schools or nov, I believe
my opinion that no teacher is properly q~alified their indif~brenceto the education of their children

who has no~ received a special training of at least will be very materially diminished. During the

one year’s duration--(in England three are re- present condition of thb Province I fear it is im-
quired/. This is, however, quite out of the possible that such a system, which has been
question in "Taranaki, until the salaries can be adopted in Otago and Nelson,--in the latter
increased. ~Ir. Taylor, the Inspector of Sohools certginly snccessiully,--should be introduced, but
in Auckland, recommends examinatidn~ ’but .~[do I consider it is my d~ty to state plainly that I
not think that any mere examination w’ould touch believe no modification or alteration of the present ,~

¯ " ’" plan can stir up that popular interest in education "
the difficulty, as a person cannot be examined
in his power of imparting knowledge. I think which is essential, te success.
the Government should make every effort to ke0p ROBERT H. EYTo~.,
those seachers here who have had any previous Inspector of Schools.
experience, such as Mr. W. H. Earl, and should December 9, 1867.

Printed and published for the Proprietor, under the authority of the Provincial Government, by
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