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SPEECH OF HIS HONOR THE
SUPERINTENDENT of the Pro-

vince of Wellington, delivered at the
opening of the Second Session of the
Second Provincial Council, August 80th,
1859.

MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE PRO-

VINCIAL COUNCIL,~

Having prorogued yon, by Proclamation, on
the third of last September, I have convened
you to-day, in obedience to the Constitution Act,
which requires that a session of the Provincial
Council shall be held at least once in every
year.

You are aware th~tt since the commencement
of 1858, the expenditure of some pmtion of the
Pmv~aeial::]le~enue has been effeoted without
the sancti,m of an Ap~roFriatlon 5ct. It is un-
necessary now, I hope, to refer to the circum-
stances which led to that course, further, than
may be requisite to place the events on record,
in order that the responsibility may attach in
the proper quarter.

When I met the Provincial Council, after the
general election of its members, and of the Su-
perintendent in 1857,it became evident, that the
constituency had made a mistake, either in the
election of a majority of the Council, or in the

election of the Superintendent. For while the
principles on which I had offered mywlfifor
election, and had been for the second:time
elected, were well understood, I fonnd’ ama-
j ority of the Council, elected immediately after-
wards, directly opposed to those principles. "

My Executive advisers, in consequence of
some of them having failed to secure seats in
this Council, tendered their resignation, when I
invited, as you will remember, the leader of the
majority to form a ministry :--a task which he
vowed himself unable to accomplish, unless]:
would consent to a legislative alteration iua
fundamental law, by which the form of Pmvin
vial Government had been settled in :1853~a
proposal to which̄ I felt myself eomgelled te
refuse my assen.t. " ’ .:’ . "’ . :

The difference between theCoune[i and ~y-
self on this and othcrmatters appearil~g i rre-
concileable, I eoncei~ed it. to be\m]r ~dtttlri~to
afford to the constituencies of the Province the
opportunity of declaring whether the mistake
had been, in the election of myself or of the op-
posing majority; and I therefore resig~ned my
office and offered myself for re-election.

I was 01Jposed by a candidate who ~ttd t~
tull support of the majority referred to~-rwho
appeared in the field as ~ts candidate, axd the
exponent of its policy. I shall not further al-
lude to the result than to observe, that theissti¢



was decided in my favour, in a r~anner which
could leave no shadow of doubt in my mind,
that a very large majority of the electors en-
dorsed my policy, and approved of the course I
had hitherto pursued.

i will confess, that I had hoped, that alter
the result of the election for the Su pcrintendency,
the opposing majority would have followed my
tmample, and by resigning their seats, have
afforded the electors the opportunity of recoa-
siderin~ the circumstances of their" election.

As they however did notconsider it expedient
to take this step, and as on the re-assemblin~ of
the Council after my re-election, I could per-
ceive no indication of any more harmonious
feeling existing--a course being pursued by
them which I could only regard as equivalent
to a refusal to vote the necessary supplies, [
prorogued the Council and requested His Ex.
cellency the Governor to exercise that power of
dissolution, which is placed in his hands by the
Constitution Act.

His Excellency declined to accede to my up.
plication. The purport of Iris reply was, to
invite further conflict between the Council and
myself. It appeared to him, that the event~ of
the previous six months did not afford sufficient
proof, that we had arrived at an issue of that
irreconeileable character, which demanded file
interference of the "Deus ex machina," pro-
vided by the Constitution. For my own part, I
could see no advantage to any one fi’om a pro-
longation of the conflict : I cvuld see nothing
b~t:d~mage to the Province--damage to the
pubR~eha;raoter of all lmrties et~aeeraed--d~-
mage to the prospects of self government itt
this Calony,--and I therefore declined to aetou
his Exaelleney’s recommendation, that I shouhl
renew the contest and push it to further extrc-
mities,~preferrin g ruth er to carry on the gore rn-
meat of the Province, by virtue of tl.e powers
vested in me by the Constitution and Acts of
the local legislature, in conformity with a policy
which I was satisfied by my repeated elections
was in unison with the views and wishes of a
great majority of my constituents, and to expend
the revefiue as nearly as possible in accordance
with existing and previous appropriations.

If his Excellency had granted the dissolution
I requested, he would at once have put an e,d
to this uutortunate " dead-lock ;" t’or either I
should have found a majority of supporter~ in
the new Council, or failing to do so, I should
have resigned my office finally and uncondi-
tionally.

While I regret as deeply as any one, the
difficulties which have thtls occurred~ in the
way of carrying out the system of responsible

’ gove|nment, I must remind you, that these very
difficulties were dearly foreseen and foretold by
those who inaugurated it it in 1853.

I myself have always held, and still hold, the
opinion, that the success of responsible go~ern-
meat in the Provinces, must necessarily be
exceedingly problematical, unless the power of
dissolving the Cmmcil at least once, be vested
in the Superintendent. The exercise of such a
power would generally, if not always, solve such
difficulties as have existed in the present case.
If, indeed, it is argued as it has been (in 
neighbouring Province), that such a proposal
does not meet the case of a Council desiring its
own dissolution, while the Superintendent refused
to dissolve, I would reply, that resignation is
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always withinthe power of the members of that
body, who could by such a course test the con,
fidenee of the electors; or if this is not con-
sidered a sufficient safeguard--a ba~e majority
of the Council can by the Constitution, call on
the Governor to remove the Superintendent ;
and there still remains the further power of dis.
s~lution of the Council and Superintendent
vested in the Governer by the Constitution, of
which [ would not propose to deprive him, and
which he would be at liberty to exercise on the
petition of a majority of the Council. But while
the existence of responsible government, without
a power of dlssobrtion, (absolute or limited as to
the number of times for which it might be exer-
cised), vested in the chief of the Executive, is
an anomaly, 1 must repeat, that such a power
would in most instances, prove an effectual
remedy for such political differences as would
be likely to arise between Superintendents and
Provincial Councils. Anti in saying this, I am
simply expressing the opinion of the members
of the first Provincial Council of this [ rovinee.
For if you will refer m the proceedings, you will
lind that during the first Session, a Resoh|tinu
on this very subject, was moved by Mr. Edwald
Gibbon Wakefield aud seconded byMr.Samuel
Revans--no mean authorities on questions of
Constitutional Government. The Resolution
WaS :--

" That in order to complete ~he system of Res.
ponsible Government in this Province. the Superin-
tendent ougb~ to be empo~vered ~o appeal ~o the
electors by means of dJssnlwag the Provincial

. Gouae.il ."
That Resolution was passed m~ani~odsiy.
I will only add, that until the power of dis-

solution be vested in the Superintendent, Res-
ponsible and Parliamentary Government can.
not be regarded as synonymous terms ; for you
may have an Executive responaibie in the
fullest sense to the people---enjoying in the
fullest manner the confidence of the electors, as
testified by their repeated re-eleetions,--and
yet that Executive may noteommand a majority
in the legislature. Having exhausted all the
constitutional means in my power to restore
harmony betweeu the Executive and the
Legislature, 1 am obliged to content myself
with thus indicating the remaining constitu-
tional remedy.

Since this Council was prorogued, a large and
important section of this Province has been
severed, and erected into a separate Province--
an event of too much importance to be passed
over without comment.

The reacher in which this separation has
been cffected, is, [ will venture to assert, un-
precedented in the history of any Country. It
is a common event in the great cont~deracy of
North America, that the growth of population
has rendered expedient the creation of new
territories, and the introduction, into the confed-
eracy, of new States. But in no instance, of
which I have ever heard, has the subdivision of
States or the erection of new ones within the
jurisdiction of existing States, been attempted
without the consent of the Legislatures of those
concerned ; no[, indeed, could it be done with-
out infringing the fundamental principles of
the Constitution. Much less has the power of
affecting these, or analogous objects, been cm
trusted to the sole discretion of the Executive
Government.



On the eontrary, the Federal or General
Legislature has always retained in its own
hands the right, and recognised the responsi-
bility of dealing with each ease on its own
individual merits and in reference to its indi-
vidual exigencies.

HV tlae.~ew:Provinees Act of the last Se~
s|eht4b~Assembly of this Colony vested a
general power of subdividing the existing Pro-
vinees of New Zealand in the Governor of the
Colony, acting under the advice of the Execu-
tive Government of the day--thus abdicating
one of its most important functions, and placing
in the hands of a Government, whose existence
depends on temporary, political, and external
support,--an immense engine of corruption and
intimidation. Such a course is, I repeat, un-
precedented iu the history of any country similarly
situated, and unjustifiable by reference to any
principle, on which equal political justice
between difierent portions of a community
ought to be administered under the institutions
of self-government

But, though the Act in question was general
in its operation and apparent intention, it was,
in fact, passed for no other purpose, than to
meet ttle individual case of Hawke’s Bay. This
was it* foregone conclusion ; though it is not
improbable that a centralizing ministry, ben~
on the destruction" of the Provincial element of
out Constitution, congratulated itself on the
machinery which was thus placed in its hands
all-powerful to effect such an end.

In tracing the history of the Act, I will not
do more than allude to tbe efforts which the
~M~i~ii~t~ro~:~olony mad:e; ,~u~ing a
visit to Hawke’s Bay, to fan the smouldering
flame of disaffection towards continued unioo
with Wellington. Nor nee:t I remind you, of
the circumstances attendant on the transmis.
¢ion of the writs for the electron of the Welling-
ton members, so timed as regards the date of
their return, as to result in the failure of
the elections and the certain absence from the
Assembly of six of the Wellington Representa-
tives till at least the very close of the Session.
Nor is there occasion to mention more particu-
larly, the illegal returu of a member for Hawke’s
Bay and Wairarapa, so managed that the latter
district knew uothiul~ of the election till it was
over, while the pretended representative was
allowed to take his seat in the Honse without
remonstrance, and to use exertions towards the
passing of the Act, of the etIieiency of which
he has publicly boasted.

Of course we are bound to believe, that all
those events were fortuitous, but eertdnly, if
ever accident had the semblance of design, it
was when so many fortuitous circumstances re-
suited in all that the most skilful designer
could have planned,--in the absence of those
intert*stt~l~i~opposing the measure~ and the
preseffi~e/effho.~e whose business it was to advo.
cate and support it.

By one means or another, however, the [3ill
passed and became law. And here I cannot
help remarking on the grave responsibility
which rests on his Excellency the Governorper~

serially, in reference to the manner in which zhe
royal assent was given to this Act. If the Act
was only what it professes to be, an Aet of a
general ¢haraeter and intent, it at least involved
a principle of the greatest constitutional ira-
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portanee ; for it not only provided for the altera-
tion of the territorial and political divisions of
the Colony established by the Constitutiou Act;
but contrary to all precedent, it vested in the
Executive Govern,nent the right of altering
those from time to time withou~ any referenoe
te the Legislature. ~ "~ ~:~

If this important Act was then merely general
in its intent, where was the urgent necessity’fur
its immediately receiving the royal assent ? Was
it not precisely one of those occasions, when the
Governor was bouud to exercise the privilege
vested in him by the Constitution, of reserving
the Act for her Majesty’s assent ?--a vrivilege
vested in him for the protection of the Constitu.
tion itself, as well as of Imperial interests--a
privilege which he possesses altogether indepen-
dent of ministerial oontrol,--in fact a sort of
tacit appeal against ministerial pressure.

On the other hand, if the Act, though general
in its terms, were in fact passed to meet thein-
dividual ease of Hawke’s Bay, and to enable
his Excellency’s advisers to purchase political
support, or to triumph over political opponents
it amounted to a practical fraud; a~ainst par-
ticipation ia which, to reserve the Bill, would
have been a self-respecting protest on his Ex-
celleney’s part. The unseemlyhastewith which
the Royal assent was given, under circumstances
of which even in the obscurity of Ministerial
Responsibility, his Excellency could hardly he
ignorant, leaves a personal responsibility an him,
from which he will not easily flee himself, while
this Act remains~,n the statute’book of the
Colony.

~idditlonai reasons for the prudent’ial exercise
of the privilege referred to, might have suggest-
ed themselves to his Excellency on the most
cursory persual of the Act. It makes only an
ambiguous provision tor charging new Provinces
with any part of the indebtedness of the old one,
incurred before the separation.--an ambiguity of
which I perceive the Superintendentof Hawke’s
Bay is already availing himself in au attempt
to repudiate all liability for any portion of the
debts ot’this Province! Yet these debts, for
which the Revenue and Lands of the united
¯ Provinces were pledged, were incurred under
the sanction of his Excelleucy himself, who
might have found in the imperfect provision
made fro’ their securitv--no~ to say the oppor-
tunity for their evasion afforded by the new
Provinces Act, another reason for withholding’
the Royal Asseut. So also tile ice)unusable
blunder--if indeed it be a blunder, by which
the Reserves situated within the now Proviuce’
of Wellington are vested in the Superintendent
of Hawke’s Bay--an indieati(>u of haste and
precipitancy which might have at least suggested
cautio:~ iu him, who had to bring the law iota
operation.

The Act having thus passed, and thus receiv-
edtbe R(Jyal assei~t at his Excellency’s hands,
no time was lost in pressing fbrward the sever-
ance of the Hawke’s Bay District. It will per-
haps surprise those who hear me when I inlorm
them, ~hat the first official intimation which I
received from his Exeelleney’s Government, of
its intention to divide the Province of Welling-
ton, was derived from his Exeellency’s proolama.
tion declaring Hawke’s Bay a separate Province,
which met my eye in the Government Gazette,
transmitted to me intheordinary course bv post,



-after the separation had Lecu completed. I
make no eomphtint of the want of personal
,.cotfftesy to myself, nor of the want of respect
ma~i’f~,cte~i tSwards’ the Province. of Whieh:I
rwas the of~clal head,--but I would point to the
,extreme unfairness of this proceeding on the
part of his E’xceilcuey’s Government.

Nearly a third part of the territory of the
Pr0~,ioe, e of Wellington, is handed over to little
more than a tenth of its population, on ti~e peti-
tion of that tenth alone ;--and no intimation
whatever of the transaction is given to the ,rest
~of the Province, till the affair is concluded, past
all remonstrance or suggestion. No attempt is
made to consult the wishes of the other nine-
~tenths (whom his Excellency had succeeded in
disfranchising in the General Assemblv)--uo
means taken to ascertain their vie~sas to bound-
:aft es or eta er ingredi en ts of the se paration --n o i u-
vestigatien as to the state of financial accounts be-
,tweeu the separated district, and th at from which
it is cut off--still less any pro~isicu for adjusting
-such accounts, or waking the new Province
bear any part of’ the burdens of the old one, of
-which it formed a part when they were incurred.

This entire i~noring of the feelings and rights
of the old Province--this neglect even of the
.commonest courtesies--could not have occurred,
had the General Assembly not abdicated its
functions, and handed over its powers to the
Executive Government. For if the specific
~qu~-stion, 0ft.he separation of Hawke’s Bay from
~Ve~lingt6~ h~d ~e~u brought before the Hoese
¯ of Representatives, there can he no doubt that
the cartons questions, which mi.o’ht have arisen
between the old Province al.d the intended one,
would have been referred to a Select Committee,
and all those points, ou which both bad arigbt
~tobe consul-ted, would have been adjusted, first
preliminarily in such Committee, and then
finally, after open diseusson in the House ; nat
~by the arbitrary fiat of a secret Ministry, with-
otit any investigation--nay witbout any com-
munie~rtion whatever, with ninedenths of those,
whose rights and interests were .so .deeply
affected.

Had these numerous objections to the Act
t~ecn hrough~ under the notice of her Majesty’s
Government, befo~’e it had taken effect in the
Colony, it is far from improbable, that it would
not have received her Majesty’s assent. At all
events, it.was only fair~ tbat those who had been
deprived in the Colony, of the opportunity of
resisting the passing of the measure, shauld
have been allowed the opportunity of an A p.
peal, such as the reservation of the Bill would
have afforded, and from availing themselves of
which, the haste with which his Excellency
gave his assent to the Act, effectually prevented
them.

As regards the administration of (he Waste
Ltinds~iehanges have occured in that depart-
ment which it is necessary te mention.

After the Act ~rf the General Assembly of 1856
was passed, the entire administration of the
lauds including the receipt and control of the
revenue, was formally handed ever to the Pro-
vinces, in accordance with a policy, in which
every political party in the Assembly concurred,
and which fortned a fundamental principle of
the Scwell, and almost the only avowed princi-
pie of the present ministry.

120

The entire transfer of the proceeds of the
land sales to the provinces, was on~ principal
basis uf compromise, under which Ithe ~orthera
Island consented to relieve the Sauthern from
its liability to contribute tow~rd~mtti~e, land
purchases.

This basis has, bowever, since been departed
from, and the compact arrived at by .the various
interests represented in ~the Aaqet~bly.in 18~,
has been deliberately violated byan Act of the
last Ses.cicu, which enables the General Gov~rn.
mcut to take, from the lstJauuary, t858, one-
sixth of the land fund of the Northern Island to-
wards the f~ture land purchases of that Island,
already provided for by a portion of that heavy
loan, for which the colony at present pays in-
1crest.

This violation of public faith has, I need not
inform you, tended very considerably to embar-
rass the financial arrangements of this Province,
by withdrawing a large portion of. the revenue.,
which, relying on the pledges given in the As-
sembly in 1856. I had every right to anticipate.

When the Waste Lands were transferred to
the Provinces in 1856, the Receivership was in-
eluded, and though nominally under a General
Government Commission, was accepted, without
salary, by Mr. Fox, the Provincial Commis-
sioner, under the new aJrangements, on the dis-
tinct understanding, that he was not under any
official control from the General Government.
Subsequently the General Government vary
peremptorily asse,t~ed a right to issue instruc-
@ins io him, on wh|eh ~ ~thttt~;
and it was, after personal negotiation between
the Colonial T~easurer and myself conferred
(without salary) on ~" Fitzherbert. Mr. F itz-
herbert was subsequently removed fram the office,
on the express ground, that he was imlitieally
opposed to his Excellcucy’s present MinisU~] ;
and another gentleman Cto whose competency I
bear a willing testimony), was appointed in.his
place, ,with a salary of ~150, wbich with other
expenses, lie is instructed to deduct from :he
proceeds of the Land Sales.

The receipt and control of the Land Revenue
has thus been resumed by the General Govern-
ment contrary to the atrhngements of 1856.

In 1858. a new Ministerial office was created
by the General Government~ in connexion with
the Waste Lands--that of Chief Seeietary
of that department--to whom it appeared to be
the intention of the Government to subordinate
the Provincial Commissioners. It was ithc in-
terference of this officer with the Wellington
Commissionership, and the dilatory and tmuttis-
factory progress of the extinction of tbe Native
Title which led to Mr. Fox’s resignation-in
reference to which some correspondence will be
laid upon your table.

]3ut the most important event in connexion
with the Waste Lands, is the disallowanee by
her Majesty of the Act of 1858, following the
disallowance of that of 1856. The result is the
remission of the Colony to the law of 1854~
under which the administration of the Waste
Lands remains with the General Government ;
but the regulations, under which their sale or
lease is effected, originate with the Superinten-
dent and Provincial Council, becoming law by
Lis Exeelleney’s confirmation. The Amended
Regu}ations of this Province passed in 1~55,
were framed u~der the Act of 1854, and I shall
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propose to you some farther amendments, to ......
which I shall presently allude.

In noticing the state of business ill the land
department, [ have to express my regret that
the two main impediments to its satisfactory
progress.(to which I have adverted on previous
occasions) still remain. I refer to the backward

~t~ZliaFc0t, reapondence with the land purchase
department. The first impediment has ex-
isted for many years, was inherited fi’om former
Governments, and was brought under the
special notice of the first Provincial Council,
duringone of its early sessions, by Commissioner
Bell ; and I feat, in spite of the’heavy expense
we have lectured in surveys during the last few
years, (amounting to between six and seveu
thousand a year) that some time will yet elapse
before the arrears are brought up. I am glad,
however, to be informed that there is a prospect
that one great desideratum will shortly be sup-
plied by the Survey Office to the Land Depart-
ment, by the completion of a cohneeted map of
the important district of the Wairarapa.

With reference to the other impediment, it
can only be a matter of regret that the jealousy
of the General Government shou] al have for-
bidden that responsible relationship between the
Land Purchase and Land Sale Departments,
the want of which is felt by the latter depart-
meet as a practical obstruction to its efficiency.
~’rom a schedule I shall lay before you, you
will perceive that the only blocks of land within
the present limits of the Province handed over
since t855 are, a block at the forty mile bush,

. ~.~b~!!eveja Sit:G. G~efs-~time, rod.

DIi0UO acres iu the Waikanae Distriet--shbwing
a, neglect to the interests of this Province as un-
satisfactory as it is unaccountable.

I am, at the same time, happy to inform you
that, through the recent exertions of Mr. Com-
missioner Seraneke, the following blocks have
been acqnir.~d,--the Manaia, containing about
5,600 acres, the Tauhangi (near the forty.mile
bush), of 2,000 ; the Pufipuri, of 35,000 ; two
blocks at the Mauawatn, of about 34,000 acres
eael~; the Popawai, of about 15.000 ; the ~Vai-
ohiui; of 30,000 acres ; and that Mr. Commis-
eioner M~Lean has, I understand, paid an in-
stalment of the purchase of a block at the Wai-
retard, estimated to contain about 50,000 acres.
There is no doubt that a considerable revenue
will be derived from the sale of these blocks, as
soon as they are placed at the disposal of the
Government ; butstill you must look for year
future land revenue mainly to the sale at 5s.
an acre, of the three or four million acres in
your Province, which never can be available
for agricnl t u re.

After the reports which have been recently
-~jfc~d respecting hostile movemfn.ts on the.

have created considerable alarm in the minds
of the settlers in outlying districts, [ am glad
to avail myself of this opportunity to declare,
that after having caused enquiries to be made,
I see.n° ground for these apprehensio~s--no
reason for anticipating any disturbance of the
friendly relations which have hitherto subsisted
between the two races. At the same time,
there is no denying the fact--that for some
moniJia past the natives have been busily era-

ployed in arming themselves, and that consider-
able excitement and disaffection-at plesant
exist among them.

Sir George Grey shortly after his arrival iu
the Colony, caused ordinances to be passed
placing stringent restrictions on the importation
and sale of arms and ammunition~, and byl~

uary, 1846), he absolutely prbhiblt~ed their saI~
to the natives. No difficulty was expelienvec[
in enforcing these restrictive laws,--they were
acquiesced in by the Europeans as wise and
salutary precautions--and submitted to by the
natives without the slightest reluctance or even
murmuring. It must be admitted by all, that
as far as this ~ Provlnee is concerned, Sir George
Grey’s scheme of disarming the natives, was
successfifl to a degree which he himself could
not reasonably have anticipated ; for, three or
four years ago, the natives were to all intents
and purposes disarmed :--their muskets, from
the difficulty of getting them repaired, had be-
come unserviceable,--their stores of gunl~owder
were either expended or spoilt, so that another
native war was rendered well nigh impessihlc.
¯ Unfortunately, for reast,ns which it is difficult
to conceiie, his Excellency the present Govei.
nor by a p,oclamatiuu dated the 25th June,
1857, superseded Sir George Grey’s regulations,
and substituted other provisions iu their place.

Whatever may have been the intention of his
Excellency in issuing that proclam~Jtian, the
interpretation put upon it by all parties seems
to have been -that Sir George (~rey’s restric-
tions if trot repealed, were at any rate relaxed.
:~ud that the Rrocla~ation ca th~ ~faa¢ of it

’ the report of the Select Committee of the Ho’use
of Representatives appointed to inquire into
this matter in 1858, for their report simply was,
that while "it would be injndicious to make
any attempt to reimpose the framer restrictions
in the sale of arms and ammunition it would not
be expedient further to relax existing regula-
tions."

The result has been, that the fruits of Sir
George Grey’s wise and beneficent pc!icy have
been entirely thrown away ; for the natives at.
thin moment are better armed, and more amply
supplied with the munitions of war, than at any
previous period of the history of this Colony.
And while I repeat that the recent alarms are
groundless, still it is impossible not to perceive,
that with the natives thus axmed and in a state
of uneas, y agitation, the merest accident might
endanger the peace ei the whole Colony ; and
it is with the object of impressing Upon my
fellow settlers the necessity not merelyofavdld-
ing all cause ofdispute-ofcultivating.thesame
kindly relations they have hithertomaifit~ined--.,
but. of do~ng their utmost to dispel the ~l~d~nt
w/aiohI tear designing persons lia~ve r~oeatly

tu~ ~atlWs, tha~t [haV~ ~’~t’o’:tbiS t~pf,.
Understanding that the question of Education

will again be brought before you, I have
called for and will shortly lay upon your table
returns of the several schools receiving Govern:.
ment aid. From those returns you will learn~
that at present there are 10 schools subsidized
bY Government--that the number of children
on their rolls exceeds 300r-thatthe school fee
varies flora 3d. to ls. a week, and that the whole

°f theseho°ls’with’°neexce" , price, areestablished. -



iu Country districts, but you will not gather the
slightest information respectin,r the qualifica-
tions of the teacher, or the amount m character
of the instruction g~veu. While I admit that
these retui, ns ate ru some respects unsatisfac-
tory, still they show that the apathy which has
hitherto prevailed in re~ard to education, has
been to some extent overcome, and that a sense
of the duty and importance of educating their
children has been awakened in the minds of
parents; by taking advantage of which, you
may reasonably expect to spread the blessings
of education tt;roughout every part of the Pro-
vince. Premising that the question of Educa-
tion is an open one with the members of the
Government, that the members of the Govern-
ment--zas a Gomrmrwnt-neither insist upon,
nor opp0se, any particular scheme, I do not
b~titate to express my own belief, that the
present system is acceptable to the large
majority of the inhabitants, and that no other
wou~d, cveteris paribus, have produced equal
resuhs ; and I shall therefore regret ant me.
terial modification of the principle ou which
it is based. At the same time I so fully con-
cur in the opinion expressed by all parties, that
no System without a constant and vigilant super-
vision of schools can ever realize our expecta-
tions, or ymld its legitimate, fruits, that ] am
prepared to make provision on the Estimates
for an Inspector, who will be required not merely
tasupeiintend the schools already established,
but who will be specially cbar~ed to or~oanize
sehtmI~.~-~, di~.Ixict~,-to impat~, if.need~l~.
to teachers the method of instruction--and to
make periodical reports of the state of each
school And here I cannot refrain from recor-
ding my opinion~that limited as the funds
necessarily are, that can-be appropriated to
Edueation,~Government assistance ought to
b~ confined almost exclusively to schools i’v
country districts--that schools in towns, where
there is a considerable population, ought to be
sdfsupp~rting, or that if government aid be
gfS~rded, it should only be for a limited period
--and further that the amount of Government
aid should vary according to the number and
meansol the settlers in each district. Unless
some such rule as this be adopted, I fear, that
we shall expend our funds in supporting schools
in towns--in educating the children of those
who offght tO repudiate elemosynary aid~that
in short/we shall, pauperize education in the
to.cos, and then be,obliged to starve it in the
country.

, You will be gratified to l earn that the Rove,
aue foe theyear ended th. 31st Dec. 1858,
fully r~!ised .my expectations ; the receipts
from a|}sources l~aving amounted to ~63,831.
I heed not say, that had it not been tbr the se-
vetence ot the Hawke’s Bay district--and the
stoppage of the sale oi the Reclaimed Land,
my estimate of~64,000 would have been cx-
~<~byat least£15,000 The Rxpendit~sre
for the year was £87,72~. The chief items of
which were--on Roads 31,803--on Briges
£4,253~0n public Buildings includ;ng the
L. ighthou~e £6,983- on Immigration £4,0 )4-
on Surveys £6,224~on Reclaimed Land £3,726
--on Steam, Mail Service, Education, and other
public undertakings, £5,745.

The expenditure on public works and under-
takings, has irom the establishment of the Pro.
vincial Government~p to thepresent time, been

in round numbers £230,000,~thus proving that
a much ~reater amout t of that expenditure has
been defrayed out of your Surplus RevenUes
than out of the Loans.

It must be equally satisfactory to you to learn,
that, with two or three exceptions, ~tll the Pub-
lic Works we ever pr ~posed, or fi~r which appro-
priations were made in previous Sessions, imve
been executed. Since I last addressed you. the
Oharim the Ngahauran~a, the Gteytown, the 5
Mile Btlsh, the Masterton, the Morrison Bash
Road, the Turakiua and the Wal,ganui Roads
have all been completed. The Waugaeha
Bddge which was swept away by a flood last
year has been rebuilt ; the Waiwetu and Tura-
kina Brid~es which met with a similar fate have
have also been replaced--the latter bridge con-
sisting of a single span of 130 feet. The Hurt
bridge has been repaired and extensive works

of which is 390 feet, was opened a few weeks
since, thus removing the chieiim pediment to free
communication between Wellington and Mas-
torten, and lastly (not to enumerate other smaller
works) the Wauganui Bridge--the Inidge of d,e
greatest ma,; nitude yet undertaken in the coluny
its length being 890 feet, was commenced last
Jane, and should no unforeseen difficulties occur,
there is every reason to anticipate that we shall
celebrate its completion in the course of the

But of all the works OnmpT61eff; fit,’re TM iib’na~’

to which ~ refer with greater gratification, than
the I,ighthouse at Penearrow Head--which was
lighted for the first time on the 1st of last
January--and Which as regards the character
of its light, is I believe secnnd to none in the
Austxali~n ’Colonies. By the erection of this
light, you have not only rendered this harbour
accessible at all times, and to steamers in all
weathers, .hut. you have conferred an inestima-
ble baon~an all vessels passing through Cook’a
Strait._
¯ /tis~alraost unnecessary for me to refer to
the recommend ation I made to you last session on
the subject of steam communication with Vic-
toria, to the fact of my having proceeded to
Melbourne, and there made an arrangement
(mutually advantageous) by which steam ~as 
once established and has been maintained for
the last ten months between this Port and Port
Phillip, for unfortuuatel.y, I have ~.o express my
regret, before announcing the succe~ of m~
neg~tiatlon, that the arrm~gement ceases with
the present trip 0fthe Boomeran9, in conse-
quence of the Legislatttre of Victoria having
declined to sanction it. The advantages how-
ever which it has already conferred on both
Colonies are so manifest--the retnrns shew so
clearly tha~ wilde a la:’ge part of the Australian
trade with this Part" has by means of that
communmation been d!vertea from Sydney to
Melbourne, we ourselves have derived a con-
siderable i~flux both of capital "and lahore, that
I" do not despair of seeing it very shortly re-es-
tablished,

With regard to the Expenditure for the cur-
rent year, I esumate the ordit,ary expenses of
Governme~.t at .£12,600 ; of the Surveys, Land,
Road ~Department at £5,100; Interest on
Loan% £8,000; you will lind placed on the
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¢stimates for Immigration, £3,000 ; Education,
~700 ; Subsidy to Boomerany £2,100 ; to Wonga
Won.qa, £500 ; for Ferrle~, Local Posts, &e.,
£626; for Lighthouse. £1.750 ; for additions
to Gaol, Government Offices, F,rniture, &e.,
£340;for Turakina Bricl~e, £1,500 ;Hutt

Bridge’(b6in~ ~ the probable amount -required
this year). £2,500; Waiohine Brid~e, £’2,250;
Tauem Bridge, £80; for Repairs el North
Western and North E:tstem Roads, £2,000;
widening Petoni Road, £130 ; Road from Muu-

~V~arOa to Featherston, £650; Featherst,m to
stertoo, £1.000: Featherston to Te Kopi,

£1,20)~ Ngahauranga and. Ohariu, £’200;
Karori Road, £1,000; Porirua, £150; Beach
aud Thorndon quay, £500 ; Rangitikei--Wan-
gauui, £2,200 ; No. 3 Line, Wanganui, £880 ;
Buoys, at Manawatu, £100; making (with
some other items unnecessary to specify) a total
estimated Expenditure of£56,427 ; in addition
to which, there may be a claim on account of
the Ann Wilson’s immigrants, should the
award o1 the arhitrators to whom I have pro-
posed rc|’vrting the case be adverse to the Pro
vince.

You will b~’ prepared fora far less flattering"
statement Of your future financial prospects,
than it hi/S’hitherto been my pleasing duty to

lands in Nelson in 1855-56 ought not to be
treated as revenue of that year--the year in
which it was pa’~d--but should be regarded as
revenue of tile following year--1856-57. By
this arrangement ,be Province of Nelson be-
eame entitled to tlie whole £t0,000, and the

-~Zi~i~trib arable, amo~.-t.he ~,pt, o~iiamee
was reduced by the same amount.

Nor is’the course pursued by his Exeellency’s
Government in withholdin~ a balance of£1988
due to this Province on account of the ordinary
Surplus Rerevue of the year ended tim 30th
June, 1858, less open to animadversion. You
wiil remember, that his Excelleucy’s Govern-
meat, alter declaring in a letter, dated the 31st
October, 1857, that the presence of a military
force at Napier, was in their opinion, absolutely
necessary for the protection of the lives and
propertids of the settlers there, intimated that
they would not send the force, unless I would
at once guarantee to provide funds for the
erection of barracks. You will remember further,
that when that threat was made, the Council
was not in Session, and that I had therefore no
alternative but to comply with this demand ;
but yon will be surprised to learn, that although
I gave that guarantee, as Superintendent of the
Province of Wellington as then constituted, his
Exoelleney’s Government, three months after
Hawke’s Bay had been created a separate Pro*lay before’you ;’ for, in addition to the loss of

the proceees df the greatest part of your unsold vinee, sent in a claim fm £ 1870 on account for
estate--an estate which you had rendered ralu- the Napier B~rraeks, with au intimation that
able by Colonizing it,--in addition to one sixth [ the balauce of £1988 would be withheld until

oi your remaining land reveuue beia~ under [ the claim was settled. The fact that his Ex-
" "~ " . ¯ ~o~riation Act"oflS~8. 4 eelten~fs Gorernment have wi~hht t~e!~t.fcw

some ffme~r other bc~qu(red to extinguis[t / its injustice the,pore palpabl~.Bt!t though they
the native title, his Execlleney’s Government | nave paid the Im~anee o1 Y./tg~, they nave

have, (the Act in question bein~ retrospective co~npelled me to pay the interest anti sinkiug
fund of ,nonies expended in the purchase ofin its operation) called upon you to refund one-

sixth of your territorial revenue for the year
ended the 31st Dee. 1858, or rather, without
giving the slightest notice of their intention--
without the slightest regard to yore financial
engagements-have impounded one third of your
land revenue, until one.sixth of the land re.
ceipts for the past year, amounting te between
six and seven thousand pounds, has been re-
paid. Nor is this all~ in 1856 a Committee of
the House of Representatives was appointed to
lay down the principles upon whicb theaccounts
between the several Provinces, and between
them and the General Government, were to be
adjusted ;the Committee’s report havin~" been
adopted by the House, the Auditor General
aajusted the accounts. "Aoeording to his state-
meat, there was a bahnce due to this Province
for the period ended 31st Dec. 1855. o[£3,319 ;
--that balance was not only admitted by his
Exeellel~’sadviscrs, but a pledge given that
it shoUid~:~e::p~d~ as soon as the accouuts had
been :~bl~i~f.4he House of Repre-

Previous, ho,vever, to the meeting of the

"]~eSSembly in lbSS, his Exeetleuey’s mhdstersadjusted the accounts in such a way fLat,
while they converted the debt of £4,012 due to
the General Government fl’om the Province of
Nelson into a balance in its favour of £1,800,
they reduced the balance due from the General
Government to this Province from £33i9 to
£512. They effused this by simply declaring
that a ~um of £10,000 paid for the pmchase of

lands in [-Iawke’s Bay, whie ~ have only recency
been handed over to that Government. With
these facts before you, it will, I fan cy, he dittieult
for you to come to any other eouclus,on than tltat
his Excellency’s present advisers have done their
utmost to invoNe this Province in fi,tan¢ial
difficulties, and to check its progress.

Your fiuaneial position ou the 1st of January,
1859, was as fifllows :--Balance in hands of the
Treasurer, £2777 ; due frmn the General Gee-

"eminent, £1988; at the credit of the Ptoviuce
in Engined, after paying £308"2 for iaterestdue
on tl~at day, £23,789 ; giving a total balance
at the credit of toe Province on the first of the
year of£28.554 I estimate three-etghths of
the gross Customs receipts at £14,000; Li-
causes (publicans’ and ant,loners’) £178).;
RetZistratmn of Deeds, £500 ; Pilotage, £450 ;
Fees and Frees, Sheep Assessments nod other
incidental receipts (inchtdi,.g Immigration
Promi~oty N, tes)~ at £1075; th6 Territorial
l~’ent(e~ in clouding ra~s : o.u ~L~d, ~p~tg(al
.L4~n~es,. and two-tbii’ds~ ~:~mnd~Sa4~i....@t
£14,0:~0: proceeds of sale of reclaimed land.
.gS000 ; ,~aking tee r,,eeipts for tt~e year (as-
sumtn~ that the reclaimed land will be sold)
.~39,805; which, with the balances already
specified, will give a total sum of £68,359, avail-
able fi~r the current year. To this will lmve to
be added, the amount that ,nay be recovered
from the Hawke’s Bay Goverument on account
of interest on the Loans. Froni this statement
you will perceive that while the Revenue (cx.-



dusive of the proceeds of the [eclaimed land)
will 1)e sufficient to enable us to carry out exist-
ing: contracts--to complete works in progress---
stili:,that"wv tartno~ undertake fre~ works,tm-.
,less futthei~fands are provided. Some ameu~l"
,.meut~(~iieh~have~been agready~ published)-do
to tile ex;s’tidg~ndRegulations will be brought
under your considexation. That which refers
to free grants ot land to military and naval set-
tiers, will, I trust, meet with your support, inas-
mti~h as itsimply confers epon non.commis-
.sioned officers and privates, the same privileges
given to military .and naval officers under the
regulations now in force.

The most important amendment is that re-
lating to laud not worth 10s. an acre, or unavail.
able for agriculture. At present any intending
purchaser may (under clause 8) call upon the Land
Commissioner to certify, that land is not worth
10s. an acre, and on receiving the Commissioners
t’evtificAte to that effect, may have toe land put
up to auction at 5s. ; but there is no power given
to the Government to call for such c~rtifieate, or
to put up land at bs., unless it be first moved
thereto by an intending purchaser ; the result
is that the 8th alausc of the existing regulations
.is, to all intents and purposes, a dead letter;
and that some three million acres in this Pro-
vines, which never will be bought at 10s. nor
can be used for agricultural purposes, are locked
up against purchase. It is therefore proposed
that the Government shall be empowered,
wtthout w~iticg for an application from an- in-
tending purchaser, to proclaim all land~ which
maim.time to time be eertified b:/,tlte~om-

unavailable for agriculture, open for sale at 5s.
an acre ; to place, in fact, such land, as far as
its sale is concerned, on precisely the same foot-
ing as 10s. land ~t present is;so that any
party may on the day on which a block of such
landis notified as open, purchase the whole or
anyportion of it without its being put up to
au~tion,--except, of course, in the case of si-
multaneous applications. But with respect to
.similar land on runs held under lioeusecfrom
Government, and fully stocked, we propose that
it shatl only be sold by auction, after three
months’ notice of the intended sale shall have
been given to the runho!der. So that the run-
holder will always have an opportunity of com-
peting_and can never have his run bought
¯ o’~er his head (for the purpose, it may be, of corn-
ladling him to sell his stock at ~ mere nominal
price) without due notice.

By these modifications of the 8th and 14th
clauses of the present Regulations--I believe,
that (amongst other advagtages) the Govern-
meat will be enabled to sell a considerable
quantity of land--probably from I00,000 to
~00,000 acres a-year, of laud that never would
be sold at 10s.--that the Land Revenue would
not merely be incrcaesd, but would be rendered
certain for many years to come; tbat these
Im~ by~beeondng freehold, would -be. eo im-
proved as to carry a much heavier amount of
stock than they at present do--and that in the
course of no long time the most inaccessible and
worthless lands of tbe Province wouht be con-
verted into profitable sheep-walks. Shouid you
adopt thts modffication, I shall propose that a
clause be added to tbe effect, that the expense
of the survey of all land sold at five shillings
shall be defrayed by the purchaser.
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The proposal to make provision for the ulti-
mate extinction of the .public debt .of the -Pro-
vinoe, cannot, I think, be regarded otherwise,
than as calculated’to restore the~ confidence of
the public crcdi~totS of this Province, whos~ in-
interests WeroSo re~tessly di~rcga~le4 ih the

" NeW Provin~ A6C’ " Alid ~hi~eiJdiffer-
ence of opinion may exist, as to the soundest
basis~ onwhich to extinffuish the publicdebt,
the proposal laid before you ia the amended
Lind Regulations. of devQting a ~pecial portion
of the- public .estate. to the liquidation o! the
debt, will afford the best guarantee that the
Province of Wellington will be an accomplice
in no act of repudiation.

I mentioned in my address last year, that. in
consequence of the doubts raised by the Gover-
nor’s disallowance Of the Act authorizing t]Je
loan of £25,000, the directors of the Union
Bank, though they had brought the loan into
the market at the same time as the loan of
£50,000, had yet thought it prudent to suspend
the sale of the bodds Of the former until those
doubts were quieted. I have now to inforaa
you that the Bank having vailed upon me to
place them in a position to dispose of the
remaining bonds, a Bill with that object, con-
firming the Loan Act of Sees. IV, No. 9. will be
laid before you. As the only ground upon which
his Excellency was advised to disallow the Act,
viz :--because it appropriated a certain sum to-
wards building a lighthouse, has been removed,
and as all the other Works,:for which the loan
was autberised to be ralsed, w|th the exceptionof the
~ eer." COrn ~~~~" ~ ~ "

from uther public works of almost equal import-
ance, I can scarcely anticipate, that his Excel-
leney’s Government will,persist in offering any
furtl~er impediment to tlae disposal of the bonds
of th~s £25,000. : The ~ Bill wil! have to
be reserved for his Excellency S :assent.

Theqoestion of subsidizing the Wonga Wongg
will again be brought before you. As long
as it was employed in keeping up communica-
tion between the extremities of the province and
the capital, there could be little doubt as to the
expediency ol granting such a stlbsidy, as wou!d
afford the shareholders a reasonable dividend
upon their investment; /~cCordiugly a subsidy
was paid from August, 1:857, to "August 1858,
at the rate el £2,500, and frcm that date up to
the end of last March, at th#:rat6 of£1,250
a-year. But the eircamstane~ under which it
was agreed to subsidize the v~iel are entirely
changed, for not only has the Celeman line of
steamers been estahliahed~y,~bjdr a :t61erably
regtilar imd Constan~ iut~i~ tS ,maintained
between Wellington ant] thd ~er Provinces,
but it is now proposed to run the Wonga,Wonga
between this Prcvince and thatofFItwke s Bay.
You will, therefore, have to consider, whether it is
expedient to retain her services, and if so, what

~ortion o~ the subsidy of£1,500 claimed by the
ompany should be horns b~.:th~: pl~ine~

The Hawke’s Bay G0vemmenthsCe consmtted’
to pay, on certain conditions, £500 a year, elf
rather, I believe, £20 for every trip the vessel
makes to Napier, and the Company backed by
the Chamber of Commerce, request you to con-
tribute £1,000. It appears to me that the
Directm’s of the C~mpany in making, and tl~
Chamber of Commerce in supporting, such an
application, have left out of their consideration



the important fadts,--that by the dismemher-
-me,ff~t’the. lh’ovineetyou have been stript [1t
the greatest part,of your lanc~ revenue, that the
-wl~lb:eost el the General Govermnent. tinelud-
al~g the large snbsidv paid t, the Coleman
steamers) is a charge, not upml the territorial,
but exclusively ou the Custolns revetme--aod
fl~at toe expense of the General (h,ve.rmnent is

lougi to absorb’the who e of tle O ttst 31jls,. leav-
ing the Prm~mcial Governments dependent on
.their Land Revenue alone. Now, when I con-
sider, that while the Land Sales of Wellington
(after deducting the one third impounded b5
the General Government) cannot be estimated
atrmore than £14,000 for the present year,
those of Hawke’s Bay are estimated at £~0,000
~that while ~,Vellit~gton contributes out of the

¯ Customs Receipts at least ~22,500 towards the
expense of the General Government, Hawke’s
Bay does not contribute more than £2000, I
must say, that in my opinion, it is neither lair
nor reasonable, to call upon this Province to
pay a greater portion of the subsidy than may
b.e.~tfibuted hy l-Iawke’s Bay.

-" Wkile I. edngratutate y0u upon having.com,
la|eted,in this Provmee about 130. mile~ of me-
tailed, road.~, I’ cannot conceal from you. that the
expertsd~f ~keepi~g~the. trunk lines in- repair,
is-becoming so.serious an. item -in the ummal
expenditurel a.mounting, to several thot~sands,
thatit is absolutely necessary to devise .some
means of r.elieving the revenue of some portion
of this charge, if we are desirous of meeting
the demands made upon us in every, part of the
Province, for assistance in making district roads.
A general land tax has ~e~ 1,uggested W stone,
but the difficulty and e/kpense 01’ r’its collection,
and the unfairness of calling up.,n those ssho
are obliged to tax themselves for district roads,
to pay au additional tax for the maintenance
of trunk lines, are grave, it not fatal objections
to such a plan. By others it has been proposeu
that the land within a certain distance of the
trunklines only shotfld be taxed for their re-
pairs, but [ doubt, whether even if we oveleame
the difficulty of delining within what distance
of the road, lands should be taxed, an amount

tt alladequate for the purpose, or even worthhe cost ofoeileetien, e.uld be thus rai.,~d,
without imposing a far heavier rate than the
settlers would submit to. It seems to me, that
the plan of taxing those who use the trunk
lines by levying toils, is not only the most just
in principle, but will also be the most productive.
From a return of traffic taken at Kaiwarra, it
appears that by a moderate scale of tolls, a
revenue of from £1500 to £2000 a year might
be raised,--I purpose, therefore, submitting a
Bill authorizing the establishmentofa Toll-gate
at Kai Warra Warra.

The importance of a deep water wharf is so
fully recognized by all classes, and has been so
4oreibly ~ u~ the GiiVenlment, that r
feel assured, especially with the prospect of
Wellington being made the Port of call for the
~Panama line of steamers, if prGper fs0ilifie~ are
"a~orded, that you will readily eo-operate with
me in giving effect to so unanimous an expres-
lion of opinion.

You are aware that after a portion of the
~eelaimed land had been sold, some of thepur-
daasers raised a question as to the power ofthe

125

Government to sell it, and ohtained a decision
nfth¢~Supreaxe,Court in th¢!t:f~vo~tr. In cpn-
sequence of that decision, with one or two e~x...
ce~tions, the purehasershare declined to e~Jm-
plete their purchases and the Gorert~ment have.
been precluded frdm offering the remaitfilig
portion for sale. Since theu the matter has
heea.sl~ill,further complicated.by g blunder 4n

of t’liisP/.oHnc’e ha’telJ~eu vested iff tl~~p~r-
iutendent;.0f Hawke’s Bay. Until, thef’dare,
this blunder l,e remedied by. an Act of the
GeneralA~embly the Provincial Govei’r~mebt
cannot give a perfeet title. But as theteis not
tla~slightest doubt that this flaw will? be cfired
atthe next-Session of the Assembly, I doiaot
apprehend, that it will in the slightesg de, re%
either depreciate the value of the prope,:¢y."0r
operate against its.sale, if the Coun ei! sa0et~0n
it..It is-my intention, theref0.r~, to laylbefgre
you a. bill--antht~rizing the Sulberintenddnt to
sell the l tad already rectainaed;’~L~0 go ,in ~itti
the reekaimiag~--and further empowering hi~n
toraise money, for the pui’pdsem~ the sedulity
of the lea’d--the money S0 raistdltol)9 paikl "dtt"
o n~ of thee first, prt~eetds. If. this. Bill" pass~
even if the.late purehasbcs.de~iiuel t~i.p~y,’tlt~ir
pt~re.hase monies unti their title :is i3effedifgd,
there will. he n~ ditlietdty, ill sellia~g tile remain.
i,ig:l/.¢fiqn, or in -raisin~: {h~ luaUs ii~e~sary
fo¢.e~rr~’iog o.n the.reelalm!ng, 4n a.m:u~hmore
e~t~asive s~ale theft hitherto,. "

~But~at the same~ time tiikt ~,& llr#<ed(~Ltb
the reel dming~ we pioposc. "build,jig’ a, d~.~
~ater wharf, wbich will, I need not say,so
enlmuoe.the.valueof the atijacm~t land.% {ha~t
its.cos~ ester!rated ~t £i0,000 will ..probi.dt~.~,?
d~lT~gd~tt,qf thg,qqi,fitS, tle~ir/4~ng:rt~
sale of the reclaimed lands, Withoutneces.sita-
ting any appropriation out of the Provincial
Revenue.

As the proceeds of the sale of the lands
already, or.te be reclaimed, are thus proposed
to be devoted to the construction of a work, the
necessity of whieh, all classes are urging--as
employment will at onee be afforded t,~ a large
number of the working class and as this Town
will reap the chief advautage o! the consequent
large expenditure, I am not ,vithout hope, that
t_t!ose, who have hitherto objected to the sale of
the land in question, will beinduced to withdraw
any further opposition. A Bill will be submitted
authorizing the erection of a deep water wharf,
and the levying of dues.

Although under the Amended Land Regula-
tions of 1855, the Superintendent is authorized
to attach to the Small Farm Settlements, land
for pasturage purposes, no machinery has been’
created, by which the commouage land can
be managed, except by the creation of the seto
tlement into a Hundred--a system to which I
find a very general aversion, as being too ecru.

~lieated to meet the requirements of Small
at, m lSetth~ments. I propose therefore intro-

ducing a Bill, to confer the necessary lmwers
upon ~Vardens elected under the Public Boards
Act, Session III., No. 3.

The Society of Odd Fellows having with the
sanction of the Government (so far as it could
legally be given) reclaimed a piece of land, on
which the~ are at present" building a Hall,

-which it is intended shall be available for pub-
lie purposes, I shall ask your sanction to a BiLl



~empowering the Superintendent to convey the
land in question to the Society upon certain
trusts, as soon as he is in a position to give a
title.

Should you assent to the proposals made for
liquidating the publin debt, it will be n~etmary
~o pass a Bill authorizing the appointment of
Commissioners, and defining their powers and
duties.

Bills for facilitating the transfer of Publicans’
Licenses -for making certain amendments in the
the Highways’ Act--for legalizing the expendi-
ture of last year--for appropriating tile revenue
of the current year--for extending the time of
bearing claims to compensation--for amending
the. Registration Ordinance, will also be laid
before you.

As the income of the Province will, both for
the current and ensuing year, being in a great
measure contingent upon your adoption of the
proposals .I have made in regard to the re-
claimed land, to selling land at 5s, and to the
loan, I am, ’unul I know your decision, neces-
sarily precluded from proposing any other

~ublic works than those I have specified.
hould you, however, agree to my suggestion, I

,shall be prepared, at once to place sum~ on
the estimates, for carrying ou the works at pre-
sent in progress on the Te Kopi line--for ex-
tending the Ohariu and Makara roads--for
converting the Belmont and Wai-nui-o mata
bridle tracks into dray roads,--ier continuing
the Wanganui-l~angitikei trunk line to the
Waitotara block,--for forming a road into the
vtl~t recently discovered near Mungaroa (a

estimated to contain some three ’or t’our
thousand acres of rich and finely timbered land),

126

--for completing the road from Featberston to
Masterton, and continuing it thence to the 40-
mile bush ; all works of urgent importance, and
which wuuld have beeu completed hy this time,
had it not have been for the disallowance of the
Loan Act.

In conclusion, I venture to express a hope,
that all parties, both in the Council and out of
it, will unite in an attempt to maintain the
Province of Wellington, in the high position to
which it has already attained, and from which,
if its colonists be but true to themselves, neither
partial dismemberment of its territory, nor the
determination of the General Government to
create financial difficulties, will be able to reduce
it. The noble harbour which we possess, our cen-
tral position with regard equally to the trade of
America. Europe, and the Australian Colonies,
as well as to eommuni~ation between the several
Provinces of the Colony,--the abundance of land
yet available for settlement, whenever the deli-
berate tardiness of the General Government shall
place it at our disposal,~the energy of the colo-
nists schooled by the experience o f twenty years,
render the futere prosperity of Wellington
(under Providence) a matter of such certainty,
as may well encourage us to struggle with and
overcome any temporary difficulties, which an
unfiiendly General Government, or the muta-
bility of seasons and events may from time to
time place in the path of our advancement.

I. E. F~cAI’HERSTO~,
Superintendent.

Cou~cm CHAR,
Wellington,

30th August, 1859.
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