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PEECH OF HIS HONOR THE election of the Superintendent. -For while the
SUPERINTENDENT of the Pro- principles on which I had offered myself:for

election, and had been for the second time

vinee of Welhngton, dehvergd at the elected, were well understood, I found -a ma-

opening of _th‘{ Second' Session of the jority of the Council, elected immediately after-
Second Provincial Council, August 30th, wards, directly opposed to those principles. -

1859. My Executive advisers, in consequence of

some of them having failed to secure seats in

Mkr. SpEARER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE Pro- this Council, tendered their resignation, when I

vixeiaL CouNoiL,— invited, as you will remember, the leader of the

majority to form a ministry:—a task which be
vowed himself unable to accomplish, unless I -
would consent to a legislative alteration in-a
fundamental law, by which the form of Provin
cial Government had been settled in 1853,—a
propusal to which I felt myself compslied to

Having prorogued you, by Proclamation, on
the third of last September, I have convened
you to-day, in obedience to the Constitution Act,
which requires that a session of the Provincial
Council shall be held at least once in every

ear.
d You-are aware that since the commencement refuse my assent. ~ - ' . "o
of 1858, the expenditure of some portion of the The difference between the Council and my-~
Provincial. Revenue has been effected - without self ‘on this: and other'matters appearing irre- -
concileable, T conceived: it to be my ‘dutg;.to .

the sanctinn of an Appropriation Act. Itisun- I
necessary now, I hope, to refer to the circum- !
stances which led to that course, further, than
may be requisite to place the events on- record,
in order that the responsibility may attach in
the proper quarter.

When I met the Provincial Council, after the
general election of its members, and of the Su-
perintendent in 1857, it became evident, that the
constituency had made a mistake, either in the
election uf a majority of the Council, orin the

afford to the constituencies of the Provinee the
opportunity of declaring whether the mistake
had been, in the election of myself or of the op-
posing majority; and I therefore resigned my
office and offeved myself for re-election.

T was opposed by a candidate who Had the
full support of the majority referred to--who
appeared in the field as its candidate, .ard the
exponent of its policy. I shail not further al-
Iude to the result than to observe, that the issue




was decided in my favour, in a manner which
could leave no shadow of doubt in my mind,
that a very large majority of the electors en-
dorsed my policy, and approved of the course I
bad bitherto pursned.

T will confess,. that I had hoped, that afier
the result of the election for the Superintendency,
the opposing wajority would have followed my
exrmple, and by resigning their seats, have
afforded the electors the opportunity of recon-
sidering the circumstances of their election,

As they however did notconsider it expedient
to take this step, aud as on the re-assembling of
the Council after my re-election, I could per-
ceive no indication of any more harmonious
feeling existing—a course being pursued by
them which T could only regard as equivalent
to a refusal to vote the necessary supplies, I
prorogued the Council and requested His Ex-
cellency the Governor to exercise that power of
dissolution, which is placed in his hands by the
Constitution Act.

His Excellency declined to accede to my ap-
plication.  The purport of his reply was, to
invite further conflict between the Council and
myself. It appeared to him, that the events of
the previous six months did not afford sufficient
proof, that we bad arrived at an issue of that
jrreconcileable character, which demanded the
interference of the “Deus ex machina,” pro-
vided by the Constitution. For my own part, I
could see no advantage to any one from a pro-
longation of the conflict; I could see nothing
byt.demage to the Province—damage to the

publidcharacter of all parties cynceraed-—da-:-

mage to the prospects of self government in
thig Colouy,~—and I therefore declined to acton
his Excellency’s recommendation, that I should
renew the contest and push it to further extre-
mities,—preferring ratherto carry on the govera-
ment of the Province, by virtue of the powers
vested in me by the Constitution and Acts of
the local legislature, in conformity with a policy
which T was satisfied by wy repeated elections
was in unison with the views and wishes of a
great majority of my constituents, and tv expend
the revenue as nearly as possible in accordance
with existing and previous appropriations.

If his Excellency had granted the dissolution
I requested, he would at once have put an eud
to this unfortunate * dead-lock ;” for either I
should have found a majority of supporters in
the new Council, or failing to do so, I should
have resigned my office finally and uncond:-
tionally.

While I regret as deeply as any obe, the
difficulties which have thus occurred, in the
way of carrying out the system of responsible

- government, I must remind you, that these very
difficulties were clearly foreseen and foretold by
those who inaugurated it it in 1853.

I myself bave always held, and still hold, the
opinion, that the success of responsible govern-
ment in the Provinces, must necessarily be
exceedingly problematical, unless the power of
dissolving the Council at least once, be vested
in the Superintendent. The exercise of such a
power would generally, if not always, solve such
difficulties as have existed in the present case.
If, indeed, it is argued as it- has been (ina

neighbouring Province), that such a proposal

does not meet the case of a Council desiriny its
own dissolution, while the Superintendent refused
to dissolve, I would reply, that resignation is
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always within the power of the members of that
body, who could by such a course test the cons
fidence of the electors; or if this is not con-
sidered a sufficient safeguard—a bare majority
of the Council can by the Constitution, call on
the Governor to remove the Superintendent;
and thete still remains the further power of dis.
selution of the Council and Superintendent
vested in the Governor by the Constitution, of
which I would not propose to deprive him, and
which he would be at liberty to exercise on the
petition of a majority of the Council. But while
the existence of responsible government, without
a power of dissolntion, (absolute or limited as to
the number of times for which it might be exer-
cised), vested in the chief of the Executive, is
an anomaly, T must repeat, that such a power
would in most instances, prove an effectual
remedy for such political differences as would
be likely to arise between Superintendents and
Provincial Councils. And in saying this, [ am
simply expressing the opinion of the members
of the first Provineial Couneil of this b rovinee.
For if you will refer to the proceedings, you will
find that during the first Session, a Resolution
on this very subject, was moved by Mr. Edwaid
Gibbon Wakefield and seconded by Mr. Samuel
Revans—uo mean authorities on questions of
Constitutional Government. The Resolution
was :—

* That in order to complete the system of Res-
ponsible Government in this Provinee, the Superin-
tendent ought to be empowered to appeal to the
electors by means of dissolving the Provincial
Council.”. i S e

That Resolution was passed unanitodsly,

I will only add, that until the power of dis-
solution be vested in the Superintendent, Res-
ponsible and Parliamentary Government can-
not be regarded as synonymous terms ; for you
may have an Executive responsible in the
fullest sense to the people—enjoying in the
fullest manner the confidence of the electors, as
testified by their repeated re-elections,—and
yet that Executive may notcommand a majority
in the legisiature. Having exhausted all the
constitutional means in my power to restore
harmony between the Executive and the
Legislature, 1 am obliged to contént myself
with thus indicating the remaining constitu-
tional remedy.

Since this Council was prorogued, a large and
important section of this Province has been
severed, and erected into a separate Province—
an event of too much importance to be passed
over without comment.

The manner in which this separation has

been effected, is, [ will venture to assert, un-

precedented in the history of any Country. - It
is a common event in the great confederacy of
North America, that the growth of population
has rendered expedient the creation of new
territories, and the introduction, into the confed-
eracy, of new States. But in no instance, of
which I have ever heard, bas the subdivisivn of
States or the erection of new ones within the
jurisdiction of existing States, been attempted
withont the consent of the Legislatures of those
concerned ; nor, indeed, could it be done with-
out infringing the fundamental principies of
the Constitution. Mauch less has the power of
affecting these, or analogous objects, been en-
trosted to the sole discretion of the Executive
Guverament.



Oun the contrary, the Federal or Geueral
Legislature has always retained in its own
hands the right, and recognised the respousi-
bility of dealing with each case on its own
individual merits and in reference to its indi-
vidnal exigencies.

. By the New Provinces Act of the last Ses~

sivn; the Assembly - of this Colony vested a
general power of subdividing the existing Pro-
vinees of New Zealand in the Governor of the
Colony, actiug under the advice of the Execu-
tive Government of the day—thus abdicating
one of its most iinportant functions, und placing
in the hands of a Government, whose existence
depends on temporary, political, and external
support,—an immense engine of corruption and
intimidation. Such a course is, I repeat, un-
precedented in the history of any country similarly
situated, and unjustifiable by reference to any
principle, on which equal political justice
between different portions of a community
ought to be administered under the institutions
of self-government :

Bat, though the Act in question was general
in its operation and apparent intention, it was,
in fact, passed for no other purpose, than to
meet the individual case of Hawke’s Bay. This
was its foregone conclusien ; though it is not
improbable that a centralizing ministry, bent
on the destruction of the Provincial elemeat of
our Constitution, coogratulated itself on the
machinery which was thus placed in its bands
all-powerful to effect such an end.

In tracing the history of the Act, I will not

do more thau allude to the effurts which the. .

Primeé Minister of thie Colony made; during a
visit to Hawke's Bay, to fan the smouldering
flame of disaffection towards continued union
with Wellington, Nor need I remind you, of
the circumstances attendant on the transmis.
sion of the writs for the election of the Welling-
ton members, so timed as regards the date of
their relurn, as to result m the failure of
the elections and the certain absence from the
Assembly of six of the Wellington Representa-
tives till at least the very close of the Session.
Nor is there occasion to mention more particu-
lavly, the illegal return of a member for Hawke's
Bay and Wairarapa, so manag-d that the latter
district knew nothiug of the election till it was
over, while the pretended representative was
allowed to take his seat in the House without
remonstrance, and to use exertious towards the
passing of the Act, of the efficiency of which
he has publicly boasted.

Of course we are bound to believe, that all
those events were fortuitous, but eertiinly, if
ever accident had the semblance of design, it
was when so many forthitous circumstances re-
sulted in all that the wmost skilful designer
conld have planned,—in the absence of those
interested:fu opposing the measure, and. the
presence 6F those whose business it was to advo-
cate and support it

By one meauns or another, however, the Bill
passed and became Jaw. And here I cannot
help remarking on the grave respousibility
which rests on his Excellency the Governor per-
sonally, in reference to the manner in which the
royal assent was given to this Act. If the Act
was only what it professes to be, an Act of a
general character and intent, it at least involved
a principle of the greatest counstitutional im-
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portance ; for it not only provided for the altera-
tion of the territorial and political divisions of
the Colony esiablished by the Constitution Act;
but contrary to all precedent, it vested in the
Execative Government the right of altering
those from time to time without any reference
to the Legistature. AR AR A

If this important Act was then merely general
in its intent, where was the urgent necessityfor
its immediately receiving the royal assent ? Was
it not precisely one of those occasions; when the
Governor was bound to exercise the privilege
vested in him by the Coustitution, of reserving
the Act for her Majesty’s assent P—a privilege
vested in bim for the protection of the Constitu.
tion itself, as well as of Tmperial interests—a
privilege which he possesses altogether indepen-
dent of ministerial control,—in fact a sort of
tacit appeal against ministerial pressure.

On the other hand, if the Act, though general
in its terms, were in fuct passed to meet thein-
dividual case of Hawke’s Bay, and to enable
his Excellency’s advisers to purchase political
support, or to triumph over political opponents
it amounted to a practical fraud; against par-
ticipation in which, to reserve the Bill, would
have been a self-respecting protest on his Ex-
cellency’s part. The unseemly haste with which
the Royal assent was given, under circumstances
of which even in the obscurity of Ministerial
Responsibility, bis Excellency could hardiy be
ignorant, leaves a personal responsibility on him,
from which he will not easily free himself, while
this Act remainson the statnte-book of the
Colony. ‘

Additional reasons for the prudential exercise
of the privilege referred to, might bave suggest-
ed themselves to his Excellency on the most
cursory persual of the Act. It makes only an
ambiguous provision tor charging new Provinces
with any part of the indebtedness of the old one,
incurred before the separation—an ambiguity of
which I perceive the Superintendentof Hawke’s
Bay is already availing himselt in an attempt
to repudiate all liability for any portion of the
debts of this Province! ~Yet these debts, for
which the Revenue and Lands of the united
‘Provinces were pledged, were incurred under
the sanction of his Excellency himself, who
might have found in the imperfect provision
made for theit security—no! to say the oppor-
tunity for their evasion ufforded by the new
Provinces Act, another reason for withholding
the Royal Asseut. So also the inexcusable
blunder—if indeed it be a blunder, by which
the Reserves situated within the now Province
of Wellington are vested in the Superintendent
of Hawke’s Bay—an -indication of haste aund
precipitancy which wight have at least sugyested
caution in him, who had to bring the law into
operation. .

The Act having thus passed, and thus receiv-
ed-the Royal assent at his Excellency’s hands,
Do time was lust in pressing forward the sever-
ance of the Hawke's Bay District. Xt will per-
haps surprise those who hear me when I inform
them, that the first official intimation which I
received from his Excellency’s Government, of
its intention to divide the Province of Welling-
top, was derived from his Excellency’s proclama.
tion declaring Hawke’s Bay a separate Province,
which wet my eye in the Government Gazette,
transmitted to me intheordinary conrse by post ,



-after the separation ‘had bteen completed. T
make no complaint of the want of personal

~courtesy to myself, nor of the want of respect’

manifésted towards' the Province, of which'I
-was the offvial head,—~but I would point to the
-extreme unfairness of this proceeding on the
part of his Excellency’s Government.

Nearly a third part of the territory of the
Province of Wellington, is handed over to little
‘more than a ténth of its population, on the peti-
tion of that tenth alone ;—and no intimation
whatever of the transaction is given to the rest
-of the Province, till the affair is concluded, past
-all remonstrance or suggestion. No attempt is
made to consult the wishes of the other nine-
‘tenths (whom his Excellency nad succeeded in
disfranchising in the (eperal Assembly)—ne
means taken to ascertain their viewsas to bound-
-ariesorotheringredients of the separation—noin-
vestigation as to thestate of financialaccounts be-
tween theseparated district, and thatfrom which
it is cut off—still less any provision for adjusting
-sueh accounts, or making the new Province
bear any part of the burdens of the old oune, of
‘which it formed a part when they were incurred.

This entire ignoring of the feelings and rights
of the old Provinee—this neglect even of the
«commonest courtesies—could not have oceurred,
had the General Assembly not abdicated its
fanctions, and handed over its powers. to the
Fxecutive Government,  For if the specific
«question, of the separation of Hawke's Bay from

Wellington; had been brought before the House .

-of Representatives, there can be no doubt that

the various questions, which might have arisen

between the old Province ard the intended one,
-would have been yeferred to a Select Committee,
-and all those points, on which both had a right
to be consulted, wonld have heen adjusted, first

- preliminarily in such Committee, and then
finally, after open discusson in the House ; not
by the arbitrary fiat of a secret Ministry, with-
out-any investigation—nay without any com-
munication whatever, with nine-tenths of those,
whose rights and interests were so deeply
affected.

Had these numerous ohjections to the Aet '

been brought under the notice of her Majesty’s
Government, before it had taken effect in the
Colony, it is far from improbable, that it would
not have received her Majesty’s assent. At all
events, it.was only fair, that those who bad been
deprived in the Colony, of the opportunity of
resisting the - passing of the measure, should
have been allowed the opportunity of an Ap-
peal, such as the reservation of the Bill would
have afforded, and from availing themselves of
which, the baste with which his Excellency
gave his assent to the Act, effectually prevented
them.

As regards the administration of the Waste
Lands, changes have oceured in that depart-
ment which it is necessary to mention.

After the Act of the General Assembly of 1856
was passed, the entire administration of the
lands including the receipt and control of the
revenue, was formally banded over to the Pro-
vinces, in accordance with a policy, in which
every political party in the Assembly concurred,
and which formed a fundamental principle of
the Sewell, and almost the only avowed princi-
ple of the present ministry.
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The entire transfer of the preceeds -of the ‘

laud sales to the provinces, was one principal
bagis of compromise, under which the Northern
Island - consented to relieve the. Southern from
its liability to contribute towsrdswmative: land
purchases.

‘This basis has, however, since been departed
from, and the compact arrived at by the various

jnterests represented . in the Assembly.in 18568, -

has been deliberately violated by.an Act of the
last Session, which enables the General Govern-
ment to take, from the 1st-January, 1858, one-
sixth of the land fund of the Northern Island to-
wards the future land purchases of that Island,
already provided for by a portion of that heavy
loan, for which the colony at present pays in-
terest.

This violation of public faith has, I need not
inform you, tended very considerably tv embar-
rass the financial arrangements of this Province,
by withdrawing a large portion of the revenue,
whieh, relying ou the pledges given in the As-
sembly in 1856. I had every right to anticipate.

When the Waste Lands were transferred te
the Provinces in 1856, the Receivership was in-
cluded, and though nominally under a General
Government Commission, was accepted, without
salary, by Mr. Fox, the Provincial Commis-
sioner, under the new airangements, on the dis-
tinet understanding, that he was not under any
official control from the General Government.

.Subsequently the General Government very

perempterily asserted a right to issue instruce

“tions fo ‘him, on whick” e resigned-theat-office ;

and it was, after personal negotiation between

the Colonial Treasurer and myself conferred .

{without salary) on M, Fitzherbert. Mr. Fitz-
herbert was subsequently removed from the office,
on the express ground, that he was politically
opposed to his Excellency’s present Ministry ;
and anotber gentleman (to whose competency I
bear a willing testimovy), was appointed in his
place, with a salary of £150, which witb other
expenses, he is instructed to deduct from <he
proceeds of the Land Sales.

The receipt and control of the Land Revenue
has thus been resumed by the General Govern-
ment coutrary to the arrangements of 1856.

In 1858. a new Ministerial office was created
by the General Government, in connexion. with
the Waste Lands—that of Chief Secretary
of that department—to whom it appeared to be
the inteution of the Governinent to subordinate
the Provincial Commissioners. It was jthe in-
terference of this officer with the Wellington
Commiissionership, and the dilatory and unsatis-
faclory progress of the extinction of the Native
Title which led to Mr. Fox’s resignation— in
reference to which some correspondence will be
laid upon your table.”

But the most important event in connexion
with the Waste Lands,is the disallowance by
her Majesty of the Act of 1858, fullowing the
disallowance of that of 1856. The result is the
remission of the Colony to the law of 1854~
under which the administration of the Waste
Lands remains with the General Government ;
but the regulations, under which their sale or
lease is effected, eriginate with the Superinten-
dent and Provincial Conneil, becoming .law by
lis Excellency’s confirmation. The Amended
Regulations of this Province passed in 1855,
were framed under the Act of 1854, and I shall
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propose to you sume further amendments, to

-which I shall presently allude.

In noticing the state of business in the land
department, I have to express my regret that
the two main impediments to ils satisfactory
progress (to which I have adverted on previous
occasions) still vemain, I refer to the backward

wmags,;and-.thg absence:of "direst
elal correspundence with the land purchase
department. The first impediment has ex-
isted for many years, was inherited from former
Governments, and was brought under the
special notice of the first Provincial Council,
during one of its early sessions, by Cornmissioner
Bell ; and I fear, in spite of the heavy expense
we have incurred in surveys during the last few
years, (awounting to between six and seven
thousand a year) that some time will yet elapse
before the arrears are brought up. T am glad,
however, to be informed that thereis a prospect
that one great desideratum will shortly be sup-
plied by the Survey Office to the Land Depart-
ment, by the completion of a connected map of
the important district of the Wairarapa,

With reference to the other impediment, it
can only be a matter of regret that the jealousy
of the General Government should have for-
bidden that responsible relationship between the
Land Purchase and Land Sale Departments,
the want of which is felt by the latter depart-
ment as a practical obstruction to its efficiency.
From a schedule I shalllay before you, you
will perceive that the only blocks of land within
the present limits of the Province banded over
since 1855 are, a block at the forty mile bush,

e Bt ‘opeh by gilethe otbier day, of
84,000-acres in the Waikanae District—showing
aneglect t0 the interests of this Province asun-
satisfactory as it is unaccountable.

I am, st the same time, happy to inform you
that, through the recent exertions of Mr. Con-
missioner Serancke, the following blocks bhave
been acquired,—the Manaia, containing about
5,500 acres, the Tauhangi (near the forty, mile

bush), of 2,000; the Puripuri, of 35,000 ; two

blocks at the Manawatu, of about 34,000 acres
each ; the Popawai, of ahout 15.000 ; the Wai-
ohiui, of 30,000 acres ; and that Mr. Commis-
sionier M‘Lean has, I understand, paid an in-
stalment of the purchase of a block at the Wai-
totara, estimated to contain ahout 50,000 acres.
There is no doubt that a considerable revenue
will be derived from the sale of these blocks, as
goon as they are placed at the disposal of the
Government ; but'still you must look for yeur
future land reveriue maiuly to the sale at 5s.
an acre, of the thiree or four million acres inw
your Province, which never can be available
for agriculture.

After the reports which have been recently

-gireslated respecting hostile movements un the,

Foaratt

ave created considerable alarm in the mninds
of the settlers in outlying districts, [ am glad
to avail myself of this opportunity to declare,
that after having caused enquiries to be made,
1 see no ground for these apprehensions—na
reason for anticipating any disturbance of the
friendly relations which bave hitherto subsisted
between the two races. At the same time,
there is no denying the fact—that for seme
months past the natives bave been busily em-
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purchased I believe, in Sit'G. Gray's.-time, snd . | .

““gubsequent prochmatian’

ployed in arming themselves, and that cousider-
able excitement and disaffection- at present-
exist among them. .~ . " 70 7
Sir George Grey shortly after his arrival in’
the Colony, caused ordinances to be passed
placing stringent restrictions on the importation
and sale of arms and ammunition, and by a,
y "?émt;: the B41h, Jans
uary, 1846), he absolutety prohibited their _sa'lg
to the natives. No cifficulty was experience:
in enforcing these restrictive laws,—they were
acquiesced in by the Europeans as wise and
salutary precautions—and submitted to by the
natives without the slightest reluctance or even
murmuring. It must be adwitted by.all, that
-as far as this' Province is concerned, Sir George
Grey's scheme of disarming the natives, was
successful to a degree which he himself could
not reasonably have anticipated ; for, three or
four years ago, the natives were to all intents
and purposes disarmed :— their muskets, from
the difficulty of getting them repaired, had be-
coine unserviceable,—their stores of gunpowder
were either expended or spoilt, so that another
native war was rendered well nigh -impossible.
Unfortanately, for reascns which it is difficult
to conceive, his Excellency the present Gover-
nor by a pioclumation dated the 25th June,
1837, superseded Sir George Grey’s regulations,
and substituted other provisions in their place.
Whatever may have been the intention of his
Excellency in issuing that proclamation, the
interpretation put upon it by all parties seems
to have heen ~that Sir George Grey’s restric-
tions if not repealed, were at any rate relaxed.
And that the proclamation on the face of it

' “fally justified thisconstruetion, is clear, from
- the report of the Select Committee of the House

of Representatives appuinted to inquire into
this matter in 1858, for their report simply was,
that while “it would be injudicions to make
any attempt to reimpose the former restrictions
in the sale of arms and ammunition it would not
be expedient further to relax existing regula-
tions.”

The result has been, that the fruits of Sir
George Grey's wise and beneficent policy have,
been entirely thrown away ; for the gativesat
this moment are better armed, and more amply’
supplied with the mnnitions of war, than at any
previous period of the history of this Colony,
And while I repeat that the recent alarms are
groundless, still it is impossible not to peroeive,
that with the natives thus armed and in a state
of uneasy agitation, the merest accident might
endanger the peace of thé whole Colony ; and
it is with the object of impressing: upon my
fellow settlers the necessity not merely of avoid-
ing all cause of dispute — of cultivating'the same
kindly relations they have hitherto. maintainede—
but of duing their utmost to dispel the suspicions
which I fear designing persons have recently.
been endeavouring to intil ingo .the: minds. of

-the natives, that T have aftaded to'this topie.

.Understanding that the question of Education
will again be brought before you, I bave
calied for and will shortly lay upon your table.
returns of the several schools receiving Govern-
ment aid. - From those returns you will learn,
that at present there are 10 schools subsidized
by Government—that the number of .children
on their rolls exceeds 300—that the school fee
varies fiom 3d. to 1s. a week, and that the whole
of theschools, witltone exception, areestablished -

'



in Country districts, but you will not gather the
slightest information respectiny the qualifica-
tions of the teacher, or the amount o1 character
of the instraction given. While I admit that
these retutis afe in some Tespects unsatisfac-
tery, still they show that the apathy which bas
hitherto prevailed in regard to education, has
been to sume extent overcome, and that a sense
of the duty and importance of educating their

children has been awakened in the minds of

parents ; by taking advantage of which, you
may reasonably expect to spread the blessings
of education thiroughout every part of the Pro-
vince. Premising that the question of Educa-
tion is an open one with the members of the
Government, that the members of the Govern-
ment—as @ Government— neither insist upon,
nor oppose,any particular scheme, 1 do not
hestitate to express my own belief, that the
present system is acceptable to the large
majority of the inhabitants, and that no other
wouid, ceteris paribus, have produced equal
results ; und I shall therefure regret anv ma-
terial modification of the principle on which
it is based. At the same time 1so fully con-
cur in the opinion expressed by all parties, that
no system without a constant and vigilant super-
vision of schoals can ever realize our expecia-

" tions, or yield its legitimate fruits, that I am

prepared to make provision on the Estimates
for an Inspector, who will be required not merely
to-supeiintend the schools already established,
but who will be specially charged to organize

schools in-exbh district—to- impart,, if needfal, . |-

to teachérs the method of instruction—and to
make periodical reports of the state of each
school. And here I cavnot refrain from recor-
ding my opinion—that limited as the funds
necessarily are, that can -be appropriated to

Education,—~Government assistance ought to’

be confined almost exclusively to schools in
country districts—that schools in towns, where
there is & considerable population, ought to be
self supporting, or that if government aid be
afforded, it should only be for a limited period
—and further that the amount of Government
aid should vary according to the number and
means of the settlers in each district.  Unless
some such rule as this be adopted, I fear, that
we shall expend our fuuds in supporting schools
in towns—in educating the children of those
who ought to repudiate elemosynary aid—that
in shiort; we shall pauperize education in the

tovns, and then be‘obliged to starve it in the -

epuntry. . : i

. You will be gratified to learn that the Reve.
nue for the ‘year ended the 31st Dec. 1858,
fully redlised my expectations; the receipts
from all sources having amounted to £63,831.
T need not say, that had it not been for the se-
verence of the Hawke's Bay district—and the
stoppage of the sale of the Reclaimed Land,
my estimate of £64,000 would have been ex-

ceedéd by at least £15,000 . The Expenditire -

for the year was £87,722. The chief items of
which were—on Roads 31,803—on Briges
£4,253—on public Buildings including the
Lighthouse £6,983~ on Immigration £4,0)4—
on Surveys £6,224—on Reclaimed Land £3,726
—on Steam, Mail Service, Education, and other
public undertakings, £5,745.

The expenditure on public works and under-

takings, bas from the establishment of the Pro-
vincial Governmentap to the present titne, been

in round numbers £230,000,—thus proving that
» much greater amourt of that expeuditure has
been defrayed out of your Surplus Revenues
than out of the Loans. :

" Tt must he equally satisfactory to you to learn,

that, with two or three exceptions, all the Puab-
lic Works we ever priposed, or for which appro-
priations were made in previous Sessions, have
been execnted. Since I last addressed you, the
Oharin, the Ngabauranga, the Greytown, the 5
Mile Bush, the Masterton, the Morrison Bush
Road, the Turakina and the Wauganui Roads
have all been completed. The Wangaehu
Buidge which was swépt away by a floud last
year has been rebuilt; the Waiwetn and Tura-
kina Bridges which met with a'similar fate have
have also been replaced—the latter bridge con-
sisting of a single spao of 130 feet. The Huut
bridge has been repaired and extensive vorks
constructed for its protection, at an expense
which can only be justified by the works prov-
ing adequate for the purpose for which they
were designed. The Waiohine bridge the lengtl
of which is 890 feet, was opzned a few weeks
since, thus remvving the chietimpediment to free
communication between Wellington and Mas-
terton, and lastly (not to enumerate other smaller
works) the Wanganui Bridge —the hiidge of the
greatest magnitude yet undertaken in the colony
its length being 890 feet, was commenced last
June, and should nounforeseen difficulties occur,
there is every reason o anticipate that we shall
celebrate its completion in the course of the
next twelve rapnths. ... £ o o e

But of all the wdr@cnmp oted, 1S

- to which i refer with greater gratification, than

the Lighthouse at Pencarrow Head—which was
lighted for the first time on the 1st of last
Jauuary—and which as regards the character
of its light, is I believe: second to. none in the
Australian Colonies. - By the erection of this
light, you Lave mot only rendered this harbour
accessible at all times, and to steamers in all
weathers, but you have conferred an inestima-
ble boon.on ail vessels passing through Cook’s
Strait..

. It'is;almast unnecessary for me to. refer to

" thé recommendation I made to you last session on

the subject of steam: communication with Vic-
toria, to the fact of my having proceeded to
Melbourne, and there made an arangement

(mutually advantageous) by which steam was ai

once established and has been maintaioed for
the last ten months between this Port and Port

Phillip, for unfortunately, I have 10 express my '

regret, before announcing the success of m
niegotiation, that the “arrangement ceases Wit
the present trip of the Boomerang, in conse-
quence of the Legislature of Victoria baving
declined to sanction it. The advantages how-
ever which it has already conferred on both

Colonies are so manifest—the returns shew so

clearly that while a large part of the Australian
trade” with this Port has by means of that
communication been diverted from Sydney to
Melbourse, we ourselves have deriveda eon-
siderable influx both of capital and labonr, that
T do not despair of seeing it very shortly re-es-
tablished.

With regard to the Expenditure for the cur-
rent year, I estimate the ordinary expenses of
Government at £12,600 ; of the Surveys, Land,

Road :Department at £5,100; Interest om .

Loans, £8,000; you will find placed on the
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" éstimates for Immigration, £3,000 ; Education,

£700 ; Suhsidy to Boomeranyg £2,100 ; to Wonga
Wonga, £500; for Ferries, Local Posts, &e.,
£626; for Lighthouse, £1.750 ; for additions
to Gaol, Government Offices, Furniture, &ec.,

-Turakina Bridge, £1,500; Hatt

4 21O T

Bridge (being the - probablé . amount -required
this year) £2,500; Waiohine Bridge, £2,250;
Taueru Bridge, £80; for Repzirs of North

o

Western and North Eastern Roads, £2,000;

widening Petoni Road, £130; Road from Mun-
aroa to Featherston, £650; Featherston to

asterton, £1,000; Featherston to Te Kopi,.

£1,20); Ngahauranga and Obariu, £200;
Karori Road, £1,000; Porirua, £150; Beach

and Thorndon quay, £500 ; Rangitikei—Wan-

ganui, £2,200; No. 3 Line, Wanganui, £880;
Buoys, at Manawatu, £100; making (with
some other items unnecessary to specify) a total
estimated Expenditure of £56,427 ; in addition
to which, there may be a claim on account of
the Ann  Wilson's ‘immigrants, should the
award ot the arbitrators to whom I have pro-
posed referring the case be adverse to the Pro-
vince.

You will be pre‘éiféd fora far less flattering’
“statement of your - future financial prospects,

than it lias Hitherto been my pleasing duty to
lay before gbu ; for, in addition to the loss of

’s of the greatest part of your unsold
estate—an estate which you had rendered valu-
able by colonizing it,—in addition to vne sixth
of your remaining land revenue being under

the * Land Rovenue Ap

the native title, his Excellency’s Government
have, (the Act in question being retrospective
in its operation) ealled upon you to refund one-
sixth of your territorial revenue for the year
ended the 31st Dec. 1858, or rather, without
giving the slightest notice of their intention—
without the slightest regard to your financial
engagements~have impounded one third of your
land revenue, until one-sixth of the land re.
ceipts for the pust year, amounting to between
six and sevén thousand pounds, bas been re-
paid. Nor is this all: in 1856 a Committee of
the House of Representatives was appointed to
lay down the principles upon which theaccounts
between the several Provinces, and between
them and the General Government, were to be
adjusted ; the Committee’s report having bern
adopted by the House, ‘the Auditor General
adjusted the accounts. “According to his state-
ment, there was a balance due to this Province
for the period ended 31st Dec. 1855, of£3,319 ;
—that “balauce was not only admitted by “his
Excellency’s advisers, but a pledge given that
i Id be-paid as svon ‘as the accounts had

. Previous, however, to the meeting of the
teadjusted the accounts in such a way that,
while they couverted the debt of £4,012 due to
the General Guvernment {rom the Province of

‘Nelson into a balance in its favour of £1,800,

they reduced the balance due from the Geoeral
Goveriment to this Province from £3319 to

"£512. * They effected this by simply declaring

that a sum of £10,000 paid for the puichase of
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riation Act’0f1858, ~f ..cellency's Govergment have withi
wthat fands may | - :

* some time of uthet '7}eQuire& to extinguish " its injustice the more pulpable, But though they

so. of Repre-

ssembly in 1858, his Excellency’s ministers ~

-lands in Nelson in 1855-56. ought. not to . be
treated as revenne of that year—the year in
which it was paid—but should be regarded as
revenue of the following year—1836-57. By
this arrancement the Province of Nelson be-
eawe eatitled to the whole £10,000, and the

asarplasdistib utable. amongst-the -provivces

was reduced by the same amouut.
Nor is'the course pursued by his Excellency’s

Government in withholding a balance of £1988-

due to this Province on account of the ordinari
Surplus Revenue of the year ended the 30t

June, 1858, less open to animadversion. You
wiil remember, that his Excelleney’'s Govera-
ment, after declaring in a letter, dated the 31st
October, 1857, that the presence of a militaty
force at Napier, was in their opinion, absolutely
necessary for the protection of the lives and
properties of the settlers there, intimated that
they would not send the force, unless I would
at once guarantee to proride funds for the
erection of barracks. You will remember further,
that when that threat was made, the Council
was not in Session, and that I had therefore no
alternative but to comply with this demand ;
but you will be surprised to learn, that although
I gave that guarantee, as Superintendent of the’
Province of Wellington as then constituted, his
Excelleney’'s Government, three months. after
Hawke's Bay had been created a separate Pro-
vince, sent in a claim for £1870 on aceount for
the Napier Burracks, with an intimation that
the balauce of £1988 would be withheld until
the claim was setied. The fact that his Ex-

days-wived this imontrous o

bave paid the balance of £1988, they have
compelled me to pay the jnterest .and sinking
fund of monies expended in the purchase of
lands in Hawke's Bay, which have only recentiy
been handed over to that Government. With
these facts before you, it will, I fancy, be difficult
for you to come to any other couclusion than that
his Excellency’s present advisers have done their
utmost to involve this Province in financial
difficulties, and to check its progress.

Your financial position on the 1st of January,
1859, was as follows :—Balance in.hands of the
Treasurer, £2777 ; due from the General Gov-

“ernient, £1988; at the credit of the Province
in England, after paying £3082 for interest due
on that day, £23,789; giving a total balance
at the eredit of the Provines on the first of the
year of £28,55¢ I estimate three-eighths of
the gross Customs receipts at £14,000; Li-
censes (publicans’ and auctioners) £178);
Registration of Deeds, £500 ; Pilotage, £450;
Fees dnd Fines, Sheep Assessments .and other
incidental . receipts . (incinding - Immigration
Promissory Nites), at £1075 5 the Territorial
-Revenue; - including ‘rates:on:Land, Pastoral

-Ficenses,. and two-thirds. vfshand-Sales; et

£14,000 ; proceeds of sale of reclaimed land,
£8000 ; making the receipts for the year (as-
suming that the reclaimed land will' be sold)
£39.805; which, with the balances already
specitied, will give a total sum of £68,359, avail-
able for the current year. To this will have to
be added, the amount that may be recovered
from the Hawke's Bay Government on account
of interest on the Loans. Froui this statement
you will perceive that while the Revenue (ex-

.
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.
clusive of the proceeds of the reclaimed land)
will ve sufficient to-enable us to carry out exist-
- ing: contracts-—to complete works in progress—
. still ‘that 'we-eannot undertake fresh - works ‘wa-
‘1ess fuither fuads are provided. Some amend-
~qrients:(which:have been already . publishedj-to
-to the existing Ldnd Regulations will be brought
under your consideration. That which refers
to free grants of land to military and paval set-
tlers; will, I trust, meet with your support, inas-
. muiéh as it simply -confers: wpon non-commis-
~siomed officers and privates, the same privileges
given to wilitary-and naval officers under the
regulations now -in: fore. '
The most important amendment is that re-
lating to laud not worth 10s. an acre, or unavail-
. able for agriculture. At present any intending
purchaser may (underclause 8) call upon the Land
Commissioner to certify, that land is not worth
- 10s. an acre; and ov receiving the Commissioners
-gentificate to that effect, may have the land put
-@p to auction. at 5s. ; but there is no power given
to the Government to call for such certificate, or
to put up land at 5s., unless it be first moved
thereto by an intending purchaser ; the resalt
is that the 8th clause of the existing regulations
is, to all intents and purposes, a dead letter;
and that some three million acres in this Pro-
vince, which never will be bought at 10s. nor
ean be used for agricultural purposes, are locked .
-up against purchase. It is therefore proposed
that the Government shall be empowered,
without waiting for an application from -an - in-
tending purchaser, to proclaim all lands, which
may.from time to time be eertified by the Com- -

1SN eSS ot WoTth 105, an aere] oF 4s Bamg™

unavailable for agriculture, open for sale at " 5s.
an acre ; to place, in fact, such land, as far as
its sale is concerned, on precisely the same foot-
ing as 10s. land at present is;so that any
party may on the day on which a block of such
land is notified as open, purchase the whole or
any portion of it without its being put up to
sustion,—except, of course, in the case of si-
multaneous applications. But with respect to
similar land on runs hell under license from
-Grovernment, and fully stocked, we propose that
it shall only be sold by auction, after three
months’ netice of the intended sale shall have
been given to the runholder. So that the run-
holder will always have an opportunity of com-
peting—and can never have his run- bought
-gver his head (for the purpose, it may be, of com-
pelling him to sell bis stock at 8 mere nominal
price) without due notice.

By these modifications of the 8th and 14th
clauses of the present Regulations—I - believe,
that (amongst other advaatages) the Govern-
mwent will be enabled to sell a considerable
‘quantity of land-—probably from 100,000 to
200,000 acres a-year, of land that never would
be sold at 10s.—that the Land Revenue ‘would
not merely be increaesd, but would be rendered
certain- for many years to come; that these
Iauds by ‘becoming tyreo}_wld, ‘wasnld ‘be:so -im-
proved as to carry a wmuch heavier amount of
stock than they at present do—and that in the
course of no long time the mnost inaccessible and
worthless lands of the Province would be con-
verted into profitable sheep-walks. Shouid you
adopt this modification, I shall propose that a
clause be added to the effect, that the egpense
of the survey of all land sold at five shillings
shall be defrayed by the purchaser.

i

.of the Wa ui
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I~ ‘been completed™

The proposal to make provision for the ulti-
mate extinction of the -public debt of the Pro-
virice, cannot, I think, be. regarded atherwise,

. than as calculatad to restote. the. confidence of
_the public credifoss of thig Prevince, whosé in~

interests were 80 recklessly disregarded in the.

'« New Provinces Act” ~ Arnd- whatever, differ-

ence of opinion may exist, as to the soundest
basis, on which - to extinguish the public.debt,
the proposal laid before you in the amended
Laud Regulations, of devnting a special portion
of the- public estate. to' the liquidation of the
debt, will afford the best guarantee that the
Provice of Wellington will be an accomplice
in no act of repudiation. .

~ I mentioned in-my address last year, that.in
consequence. of the doubts raised by the Gover-
nor's disallowance of the Act anthorizing the

loan of £25,000, the ditectors .of the Union

Bauk, though they had bronght. the loan into
the market at the same time as the loan of
£50,000, had yet thought it prudent to suspend
the sale of the bonds of the former until those
doubts were quieted. I have now to inform
you that the Bank baving called upon me to
place them in a position to dispose of the
remaining bonds, a Bill with that object, con-
firming the Loan Act of Sess. IV, No. 9. will be
laid before you. Asthe only ground upon which
his Excellency was advised to disallow the Act,
viz:—because it appropriated a certain sum to-
wards building a lighthouse, has been removed,
and as all the other works, for which the loan
was authorised to be raised, with the exception

from ather public works of almost equal import-
ance, I can scercely anticipate, that his. Excel-
lency’s Government will. persist in_offering any
further impediment to.the disposal of the bounds
of this £25,000, ~ The ;Loan Bill will bave to
be reserved for his Excelléncy’s assent. j
The question of subsidizing the Wonga Wonga
will again be brought before yoi. As long
as it was employed in keeping @p communica-
tion hetween the extremities of the Province and
the capita, there could be little donbt as to the
expediency of granting such a subsidy, as would
afford the shareholders 4 reasonable dividend
upon their investment, _Accordingly a subsidy
was paid from August, 1857, to. August 1858,
at the rate of £2,500, and from that date up to
the end of last March, at theraté of £1,250
a-year. _
was agreed to subsidize the vessel are entirely
changed, for nut only bas the Celeman - line. of
steamers been established, by whick a tolergbly
regularand constant inférobursé is maintaimed
between Wellington. aid. tha other Provinces,
but it is now proposed to run the Wonga Wonga
between this Province and thatof Hawke's Bay.
You will, therefore, have to consider, whether itis
expedient to retain her services, and if so, what
portion of the subsidy of £1,500 claimed by the
Cumpany should be borne - by..this. Provinée..

: 'The Hawke's Bay Government have consesited’

to pay, on certain conditions, £500 a year, of
rather, I believe, £20 for every trip the vessel
makes to Napier, and the Company backed by
the Chamber of Commerce, request you to con-
tribute £1,000. It appears to me that the
Directors of the Company in making, and the
Chamber of Commerce in supporting, such an
application, have left out ef their consideration

But the circamstances under which it

&
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the important facts,—that by the dismember-
‘ment-of the Brovince, you huve been swipt. of
the greatest purt-of your lund revenue, that the
-wholecost of the Geuneral Government. (includ-
ing- the large subsidy paid to the Coleman
steamers) is a charge, not upou the territorial,
but exclusively on the Customs revenue—and
that the expense of the General Govermmnent is
increasing at agchia,rate, as 1. threuten, before
long; to absorb.the whole of the Customs, Teav-
ing. the . Provancial Governments dependent on
their Land:Revenue alone. Now, when I con-
sider, that while the Land Sales of Wellingtoun
(after dedueting the one third impounded by
the General Government) cannot be estimated
at-more than £14,000 for the present year,
those: of Hawke's Buy are estimated at £20,000
—that while Wellington.contributes.out of the

- Customs Receipts.at least £22,500 towards the

expense of the Geueral Government, Hawke’s
Bay does not contribute ‘more than £2000, I
must say, that in my opinion, it is neither fair
nor reasonable, ‘to. call upon this Province to
pay a greater portion of the subsidy than may
be:ocantributed by Hawke's Bay.

- While I congratulate you upon. having-com.
pleted’in this Province about 130 miles of me.
talled roads, I caunot conceal from you-that the
expéuse-of “keepingthe: trunk lines in- repair,
is-becoming so serious an: item in. the.unuual
expenditure; amouanting: to several thuvsands,
that-it is - ‘absolutely necessary to devise some
weans of relieving the revenue of some portion
of this charge, if we are desirous of meeting
the demands made upon us in every part of the
Province, for assistance in making district roads.
A general land tax has been suggested by some,
bu% the difliculty and eﬁpegseuc% ‘its - collection,
and the unfairness of calling up'mn these who
are obiiged to tax themselves for district roads,
to pay an additional tax for the maintenance
of trunk lines, are grave, if not fatal objections
1o such a plan. By others it has been proposea
that the land within a certain distance of the
trunk lines only should be taxed for their re-
pairs, but [ doubt, whether even if we overcame
toe difficulty of defining within what distance
of the road, lands should be taxed, an amount
at all adequate for the purpose, or even worth
the cust of collectien, conld be thus raised,
without imposiug a far heavier rate than the
settlers would submit to. It seems to me, that
the plan of taxing those who use the trunk
lines by levying tolls, is not only the most just
in principle, but will also be the most productive,
From a return of traffic taken at Kaiwarra, it
appears that by a moderate scale of tolls, a
revenue of from £1500 to £2000 a year might
be raised,—I purpose, therefore, submitting a
Bill authorizing the establishmentof a Toll-gate
at Kai Warra Warra,

The importance of a deep water wharf is so
fully recognized by all classes, and has been so
forcibly trged ‘upon the Government, that T
feel assured, especially with the prospect of
Wellington being made the Port of call for the
Panama line of steamers, if proper fagilities are
‘afforded, that you will readily co-operate with
me in giving effect to so unanimous an expres-
sion of opinion.

You are aware that after a portion of the
reclaimed land bad been sold, some of the pur-
chasers raised & question as to the power of the

Government to sell it, and obtained a decision
of the.Supreme Court in their-favoyr. . In eon-
sequence of that decision, with one or two- ex-
cegtions, the purchasers. have declined to ¢hm-
plete their purchases and the Government have
been_precluded from offerivg the remaining
portion for sale. Siuce then the matter has
been still further complicated by -a. blunder in
the, Hﬁi’?B."wim;esnAssrrh_yM;fwh the Resgrves,
of this Province have been vested i the Super-
intendent:of Hawke's Bay.. Uutil, thefefare,
this.blunder e remedied by. an Act of the
General Assembly the Provincial Government
cannot give a perfect title. But as thefe is not
the slightest doubt that this flaw will ‘be cured
at.the next.Session of the Assembly, I do mot
apprehend, that it will in "the slightest degree,
either depreciate the value of the property "or
operate against its saley if the Council sapction
it. Tt is.my intentian, therefore, to lay: before
you a,bill—authorizing the Superintendént "to
sell.the land already reclaimed«~to go on with
the reclaiming—and further empowering hiin
to.raise money, for the purpose;un the security
of the land-—the money so raised, to be paid off
ouf: of the first.praceeds, If this, Bill: pusg—
even.if the late puschasers decline, tp. pay. théir
purchase monies until, their title is perfected,
there will- be no. difficulty. ip selling the vemair
ing partion, or in -raising: the funds necessary
foy_carrying on the reclayming, on a much mure
extensive scale thap hitberte, - = "7 7
__-But.at the same time that we; praceed, With
the reclaiming; we propose bujlding a, déep
water wharf, which will, I need nut say, sv
enhauce the.value of the anjacemt lands, - that
its. cost estimated at £i0,000 will .probalijy. be
defraggd.qut.af - the.profits. aegiding Ifom, Thy
sale of the reclaimed lands, without necessita-
ting any appropriation out uof the Provineial
Revenue.

As the proceeds of the sale of the lands
already, or.to be reclaimned, are thus propoused
to be devoted to the construction of a work, the
necessity of which, all classes are urging—as
employment will at once be afforded to a large
number of the working class—and as this Towa
will reap the chief advantage ot the consequent
large expenditure, I am not without hope, that

_those, who bave hitherto objected to the sale of

the land in question, will beinduced to withdraw
any further opposition. A Bill will be submitted
authorizing the erection of a decp water wharf,
and the levving of dues,

Although under the Amended Land Regula-
tions of 1855, the Superintendent is authorized
to attach to the Small Farm Settlements, land
for pasturage purposes, no machinery has been'
created, by which the commonage land ean
be managed, except by the creation of the set-
tlement into a Hundred—a system to which I
find a very general aversion, as being too com-

licated to meet the regnirements of Small

'srns -Setttements.
ducing a Bill, to confer the necessary puwers
upon Wardens elected under the Public Boards
Act, Session 111, No. 3.

" The Society of Odd Fellows having with the
sanction of the Governtent (so far as it could
legally be given) reclaimed a piece of land, on
which they are at present building a Hall,

~which it is intended shall be available for pub-

lic purposes, I shall ask your sanction to a Bill

.

1 propose therefore intro-" -



empowering the Saperintend ent to. convey the
land in question tu the Society upon certain
trusts, as svon as ke isin a position to give a
title. :

~ Should you assent to the proposals made for
Tiguidating the public debt, it will be necessary
to pass a Bill authorizing the appointment of
Commissioners, and defining their powers and
duties. ‘

Bills for facilitating the transfer of Publicans’
Licenses —for making certain amendmentsin the
the Highways' Act—for legalizing the expendi-
ture of last year—for appropriating the revenue
of the current year—for extending the time of
hearing elaims to compensativn—for amending
the: Registration Ordinance, will also be laid
before you. -

As the income of the Provinee will, both for
the current and ensuing year, being in a great
measure contingent upon your adoption of the

. proposals .I have made in regard to the re-

claimed land, to selliag land at 5s, and to the
loan, I am, ‘until I know your decision, neces-
sarily precluded from proposing any other
gublic works than those I have specified.

hould you, however, agree to my suggestion, I
shall be prepared, at once to place sum$ on
the estimates, for carrying on the works at pre-
sent in progress on the Te Kopi line—for ex-
tending the Ohariu and Mukara roads—for

- converting the Belmout and Wai-nui-o mata

bridle tracks into dray roads,—for continuing
the Wanganui-Rangitikei trunk line to' the
Waitotara block,—for forming a road into the

estimated to contain some three or four
thousand acres of rich and finely timbered land),

m recently discovered near Mungaroa (a_. .
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~for completing the road from Featherston to
Masterton, and continuing it thence to the 40-
mile bush ; all works of urgent importance, and
which would have been completed by this time,
bad it not have been for the disallowance of the
Loan Act.

In conclusion, I venture to express a hope,
that all parties, both in the Council and out of
it, will unite in an attempt to maintain the
Province of Wellington, in the high position to
which it bas already attained, and from which,
if its colonists be but true to themselves, neither
partial dismemberment of its territury, nor the
determination of the General Government to
create financial difficulties, will beable to reduce
it. The noble harbour which we possess, our cen-
tral position with regard equally to the trade of
America, Europe, and the Australian Colonies,
as well as to communication between the several
Provinces of the Colony,—the abundance of land
yet available for settlement, whenever the deli-
berate tardivess of the Geeneral Government shall
place it at our disposal,—the energy of the colo-
nists schooled by the experience of twenty years,
render the future prosperity of Wellington
(under Providence) a matter of such certainty,
as may well encourage us to struggle with and
overcoine any temporary difficulties, which an
unfiiendly General Government, or the muta-
bility of seasons and events may from time to
time place in the path of our advancement.

1. E. FEATHERSTON,

L " Superintendent.
CounciL CHAMBER,
Wellington, )
30th August, 1859,
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