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8~eevh of J2Iis Boner the Superintendent on opening the ’Sixteenth
Session o~ the t)rovineial Council.

M~ SP~Iz~ Am~ G~N~.~c~’xz~r o~ ~ I~ovz~r.
~he wharf, and of a large amount tov dsm~ges and

oIA*. Cotn~cl~5. extras, had lasted five days, and just before the
Attorney General was aboht to address the Court,My desire to arrange sundry matters left in

a~yan~ when I last prorogued the Council and
which threatened to involve the province i~a pro--
t~acted and most costly litigation, coupled with
my repeated ~bsen~es from Wellington, in attond-
tmce on the Native Lands Court at Otaki, must
be my excuse for having postponed the presgnt
session to a later period than usual.

Although this delay has not been unattended’
with zome inconveniences to the public service,
still it enables me to lay belore you a far more
complete and I trust satisfactory statement of the
affairs of the Province than I otherwise could
have’done, and will also enable you to judge more
eortt~ly~ of its present position and future pros.
pe¢~.

It i* g~ifying to me to announce that all ~at.
te~ of dispute between the Provincial Govern-
ment’ and Masers Kennards in respect of the
Wharf, the Patent Slip and the Wanganui
:Bridge have within the last few weeks been
finally adju~ted~all causes of action removed on
terms which I venture to think will not be
deemed by you either disadvaiztageous or unsatis-
factory.

regard to these matters, and to the course pur-
sued by the Government in their transactions
with Masers Kennaras, and recognising that it
could ~erve no useful purpose to rake up those

¯ differences, I belleve-I shall best discharge my
dntyaud most fully meet your wishes, by simply
crating in a few wo-rd~ the conditions upon which
each one of the questions to which I refer has been
settled;

After the trial of the action brought by Messrs
X%tlnards in the Supreme Court for the recovery
ofthe balance of the Contract price (£8288) 

¯ sundry compromises were proposed by the Counsel
for the Plaintiffs, but rejected by the Government.
Ultimately, the Plaintiffs, rather than allow the
ease to go to the jury, so completely had they
failed to establish their claims, agreed te accept
the offer made by me~ viz., that the ~0vernment
~hould pay Masers Kennard~ the bal~o of the
Contract, less two thousand Pounds fo~ non.ecru,

¯ pletion of the work, each party paying their own
costs--being almost ’precisely the, very terms
which you will see by a reference to the cortes-
pendence in your last Sessional papers were pro-
posed by the Government as far back as the 27th
~{aroh, 1867. Hie Honor the Judge expressed
hisgratification that the case had been~vithdra,tn,
and at the same time his opinion that the arrange-
merit was a fair and equitable compromise.

Shortly after th~s- settlement of the Wharf
question, overtures were made to the Government
to arrange the Patent Slip dispute, and after some
negotiations conducted in a most amicable spirit,
and with an earnest desire on both sides to bring
them to a successful issue, it was agreed that-in
consideration of the Government ente~’h~g int~ a
~’w~, a~thee~t~~f the
~; on the basi~of their p’~Ol~Oe~ ~igee~m~ with
~essrs Kennards, the]atter should, give a release
in full of all alaims against the Government in
respect of either the Slip or the Wanganui Bridge.

A contrac~ accordingly has been entered into
with Mr Owen for the erection of the Slip within
a periqd of twelve months ~rom the date of thei~
being put in po~e~sion of the site, on conditions
not very materially different from those embo.
died in the memorandum of agreement between
Measre Kennards and Mr John Morrison of the
2~th January, 1865. The principal differences
are that 7 per cent interest is to be guaranteed



on ~40,000 instead of ~87,000, and that the Con-
tractors are to receive in cash ;£8500--~2000 on
completion of the workj and ~1500 twelve months
after.
. When it i8 remembered that for the purpose of
arranging this raatter, the Government offered
Mr. H. Kennard, in December, 1866, to increase
the amount on which interest was to be guaran-
teed to ~43,0~0 and to pay ~1500 in cash, it will
scarcely be contended that the Government has

tghranted more favorable terms to Mr. Owen, orat they have failed to_justify the confidence
placed in th~ by the Councillast Semen, when
it decided to leave the matter entirely in their
hands.

As the Patent Slip Act of 1864 declares that
the interest guaranteed shall be not on any
specific sum, but on the amount actually outlaid
or expended in the erection of the Slip, I shall
have in order to carry out the present contract
to ask you so far to amend the Act as to declare
that the sum of ~40,000 shall be considered as
the amount upon which seven per cent is to be
payableXqr gaamnteed, notwithstanding the con°
tractors may have expended more or less on the
construction.

You are aware that in September last, one of
the steamers of the Panama Company ran into
the iron extension of the Queen’s Wharf, and in-
flicted very serious damage. To repair this injury
in iron, will, according to the estimate of the
engineers who were employed on the survey,
entail an expense of ~5,500, whereas by substitut-
ing wood for iron, and which would in the opinion
of those most competent to judge, render the
structure quite as strong if not stronger than it
was before the accident, the cost will be reduced
to about ~2000.

Although the Government had no doubt, that
the Ceinpany was legally liable for whatever sum
might be required to replace the Wharf, in as
good a condition as it was before the collision,
still they f e~ tl~e were higher considerationa
than the mere money question. ~ne benefits
conferred upon this port in being the head quar-
ters of the Com]~any and the centre of steam
communication for the whole Colony, the diffi-
culties the Company have already had and

q may still have to encounter in establishing a
service which is recognised as the boldest ex-
periment yet tried in steam--the knowledge that
the shareholders have as yet received no return
on their large outlay,--the desire ever manifested
by all classes of ~he community that the service
may prove a success--these and other consider-
ations which will readily suggest themselves to

, you, led the Government to the conclusion that
they would best eonsult the interests of the Pro-
vince by not unduly pressing upon the Company,
by not attempting to extract the full amount
which they might have recovered by law,
ruby in short consenting on behalf of the Pro-
vince to bear one moiety of the expense of the
repairs. I have therefore accepted from :Captain
"Benson, the ,Head Manager, the sum of one
thousand pounds in full satisfaction of all ciaims
agailst the Company, and I confidently rely upon
your approving and endorsing this compromise.

The vexed question of the Manawatu purchase
unfortunately again crops up and requires a ~few
words of explanation.

By the Native Lands Act of last session, the
; ~ _ ~_ ..... GovernQr ~ ’~werod to ~’efer the claims of

the dissentients to the Native Land Court, and
some ten claims were so referred. After sitting
about six weeks at Otaki the Court have recently
given their judgment in one case--that of Para-
kaia and twenty-s!x other claimants to the small
block of 12,000 acres, known as the Himatangi
block. The decision of the Court on the questi0n
of the ,tribal title is entirely satisfactory. It
most fully establishes the propriety of the course
pursued by me in negotiating with the several
tribes as joint owners of the district, and it par-
ticularly corroborates my action in giving to the
claims of the Ngatiapa and Rangitane the weight

which I attributed to them. It also most com-
pletely refutes the case so industriously circulated
through the Colony by Mr Williams, the ]~ditor
of the Ganterbury Preae, and the Missionary body,
who entirely ignored the title of the Ngatiapa
and I~angitane, and asserted the exclusive owner-
ship of the resident and non-resident Ngatirau-
kawa.

In these respects the decision of the Court is
the most triumphant and complete vindication of
the course pursued by me, and the most absolute
refutation of the assertions of those who have so
long thwarted and impeded the settleraent of the
question. Had I been permitted without their
interference to continue my attempts to bring the
matter to a final adjustment, on the principle on
which the Court now puts it, I have no doubt it
would have long ago been arranged to the satis-
faction of all parties who had any real interest in
the question. So far then I repeat the decision
of the Court on the tribal question is entirely
satiafactory to myself, and I understand also to
the whole of the natives who sold their rights to
the Crown.

But when I examine the manner in which the
Judges of the Land Court have applied the prin-
ciple laid down by them to the particular case of
Parakaia’s claim, I cannot but regard their deci-
sion as illogical, inconsequential, and in its prac-
tical operation unjust. Affecting to carry outthe
principle of divided tribal ownership, they award
one half of the small block under consideration to
the Ngatiapa tribe as a whole, while they award
the other half not to the Ngatiraukawa tribe as a
whole, but only to twenty-seven members of that
tribe. The true application of the principle to
the facts proved would have been to subdivide
that moiety of the block which was awarded to
the Ngatiraukawa into two parts, one of which
being the quantity actually occupied by Parakai,~
and his hapu should have been given to them as
resident claimants, the other being the balance of
unoccupied and uncultivated lanet, a~ld. hsve
been given to the entire Ngatlrau~aw~e resi-
dent on the Rangitikei-Manawatu block. Three-
fourths of these having sold their claims to the
Crown their share would have passed to it under
the purchase deed, and Parakaia and his co.clalm-
ants would have received a portion less grossly
disproportionate to or rather less absolutely ex-
clusive of, the rights of the whole resident tribe.

I have further to complain of the very unfair
manner in which the block has been divided,
nearly all the available land within it. being given
to Parakaia, while the Crown is put off with the
part remote from the river, and consisting of little
else than swamp and sandhills. I still further
complain of the Court having ignored the
thoroughly proved claim of Matene Matuku to
the specific holding of the H~matangi Bush ; the
long established residence of Ngatiteupokure on
the river bank, and their refusal to recognise the
claim of Ihakara and Pati Kohuru, while they
admit tha~- of Parakaia, whose personal participa-
tion in the block was at least as we~k as that of
Ihakara. Nor de I think it creditable to the
moral sense of the Court, that it should not on],y
have passed over without comment the perjury
alleged to have been committed by Parakaia, but
notwithstanding the very convincing evidence on
that point should have awarded to him a share
of the block without so much as a word of censure,
for what f~om the moat ~ta~ ~t of view
they must ~ave~egar~d~ as v~y l~se ~nd~ry~ ....
hard swearing.

Notwithstanding, however, my objection to the
decision of the Court as far as the particular
claim oi Parakaia was concerned, I felt it my duty
to bow to that decision, and to instruct my
Counsel to attend the adjourned sitting of the
Court at Raugitikei, there to oppose the cases of
the other claimants in the same legitimate
manner as that of Parakaia’s had been resisted.
On the sitting of the Court, however, it appeared
that the gentleman who had undertaken the cases
of the claimants (Mr T. C. Williams) had aban-
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doned their ea~tse, and without any excuse offered
to the Court, absented himself from it, a course
for which he was very severely and most justly
eezmured by the Court. Under these eirenm-

¯ stances the elaimaats in each ease as it was called
on declined to proceed, and the whole of the re-
maining eases were either dismissed by the Court
.or withdrawn by the claimants: The Court.then
closed its session and adjourned #i~e die.

While it is to be regretted that all the cases
were not adjudicated on and finally disposed of,

~’~ow 1. presume rest with the advisers of

will take in the matter,~ for it is quite certain
that the sellers whose rights have been so fully
admitted by the Court, will not brook further
delay ; but will insist upon the Crown being put
into immediate possession of the block, and upon
their rents which have been impounded since
28~, and which now must amount to nearly
;~3000 being at once paid up by the squatters.
~he Ngatiapas have in fact, I understand, alreaeLy
commenced to mark off the boundaries.

It is unnecessary for me to acknowledge the
important services rendered by Mr Fox ~to the
Province, in ~ndertaking to conduct this case
through the ~and Court, for I know full well that
those services will be most warmlyrecognised and
appreciated by you.

Assuming that the Bleak will be at the dis-
posal of the Province in the course of a very few
months, I am anxious both with a view to allay
the very natural impatience and irritation of the
members of the Small Farm Association at the
long delay that has already taken place, and also
with reliance to the financial requirements of
.the Governmez~t, that no time should be lost in
laying the ~vhole Block open for settlement. I
propose, therefore, that as soon as the thirty

- thousand acres promised te the Small Farm As-
. ~viation have been selected, and there is no
reason why the selection should not be made at

.... ~.~.~b~ect to reserves t9 be made for the sellers

lines of read’should be marked out and a trigno-
metrical survey of the whole district made----a
work which ][ am given to understand ean be
executed in three months ; and that.then all the
members of the various associations who shall,
on a day to be fixed, and the soondr it is

fixed the better, have paid up the full
purchase money of the allotments they have

¯ applied for, shall be called upon to make
their selections Without waiting for detailed
surveys ; priority of selection to be determined by
ballot. To this proposal I am satisfied no objec-
tion will.be made on the part of the small farmers
who really intend settling upon their land, while
the advantage te the Government will be, that
they will not be called upon te waste the public

¯ funds in executing a detailed survey, not reqalred
for the pdrposes either of selection or settlement.
¯ o illustrate the absurdity and reckless waste of

~u~)lie money by requiring these detailed surveys
may mention that while t.~e Government has

gone to the expense of surveying some 6000 acres
in the Morea Block, in allotments varying from

¯ 45 to 55 acres a block of over 1000 acres has
been bought by one individual.

But in addition to this proposal I would again
press upon your consideration, " both on the

¯ ground of justice and in a financial point of-view,

- ~quatters "on the ~, a pre:emptive right over
their homesteads at £1 an acre to the extent of
64~ acres.

Turnivfg now to a far less satisfactory topic I
need not tell you that the general depression
under which the Colony has for some time past

been staggering, has been felt in t~/s Prov~nco
almost as severely as in other parts~that
consequently my last years estimate of
revenue hKs fallen miserably short--that few
of the carl*us sources of revenue have yielded
the amount I ~alculated upon~ and further

that in order te carry out those public works
which were absolutely essential or to which’the
public faith was solemnly.pledged, it has been
nece~ary to have recem~ to an overdraft at the
bank, which amounted on the 31st of March ]ast~
the end of our financial year, to in round mime
beta £12,000.

The principal deficiency ~ in the Land Sales"
Receipts, which, estimated st £35,000 only,
amounted to £14,000. This falling off is attri-
butable to the diminution of the purchasing:
power of the settlers--te the delay in ~he settle-
~ment of the ~ ~M#~tWa~te-~nll ale0 in a
-V~ g~at deg~b tO~ ~ mubh~ive land being
brought into the market under the system of
direct purchase. The ordinary revenue was di-
minished to the extent of £6000, by the Colonial
Treasurer succeeding last session in carrying s
proposal that Nelson and Wellington should each’
pay a moiety of the debt of £12,000, due to the
General Government by the Province of Marl-
Ix)tough, under the plea that part Of the Customs’
Duties which ought or migh~ have been paid in
Marlberough,. had been paid in Nelson and Wel-
lington~ Had it not been for this act of spoliation
~for ][ can designate it by no other term--seeing
that the principle upon which it was perpetrated
while applicable to all Provinces was applied
only to Nelson and Wellington, the falling off in
your territorial revenue, large as it is, would not
have been of any serious importance. At any
rate your Bank overdraft at the end of the Fi-
nancial year would not have exceeded £6000.

Nevertheless the financial di~culty under
which we are at present laboring ~ can only b~
deemed a temporary one ; for the census returns
recently taken show that the ProvinCe has made
greater atridce~has made a more rapid and sub-
atantial progress in all the elements of wealth and
prosperity during the last three years, than it has
ever made during any previous period of eight or
ten years.

The result of these returns, for which I au~

cannot refrain from bringing them under your
notice.

Taking first the population returns, you will
find that the increase of population between De-
cember 1864 and De~cember 1867 has been in the
city of Wellington 2807 persons, or 6@3 per cent ;
in the district of Porirua 539 or 24’2 per cent ; in
the Rangitiket, 1239 or 97"4 pe~ cent ; in Wan-
ganui 1519 or 62’8 per cent ; in the Hurt 113 or
6"4 per cent; in the Wairmmpa 897 or 41’2 per
cent. and in the whole previnee 711~or 47.95 per

, Oont~
Or to place these population returns in another

form, you find that the population of the City of
Wellington was in December 1867, 7460, as
against 4653 in December 1664; of Porirna
2762 as against 2223 ; of Ran gitikei, 2511 as
against 1272; of Wanganui-3938 as against
2419 ; of the Hutt 2207 as against 2094 ; of the
Wairarapa 3072 as against 2175, and of the whole
Province 21,950 as against 14,987 in 1864.

The other returns show equally satisfactory re-
sults. The increase of houses since 1864 is 4299,
or 109’7 per cent, the total number being 7304; the
total number of acres fenced in is 366,388 as
against 127,350~; of acres under crop 134,888 as
against 95,415. The increase in the number of
horses is 3241 or 40 per cent ; in’ cattle ~in spite
0f the large expor~, to the neighboring Provinces)
~011 or Z4 per c~nt; /n ~eepB42,524 or 83"~
per cent--the total number of horses being
10,597, of cattle 56,211, and of sheep 754,026.

The state of Educatien of each thousand is--
persons who cannot read 242 ; can read only 80 ;
can read and write 676, but as Mr Woodward
justly observes, although from the return it ap-
pears that there are 242 persons out of every
thoSsand who cannot read, there are 175 out of
every thousand who are under five years of age.

With such evidence of steady and substantial
progress~ I see no ground for despondency as to
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the future, or for doubting that the present de-
pression and stagnation will soon disappear.

Without the slightest desire to damp the ardor of
the promoters of the projected railway between
Wellington and ]~asterton, I feel bound to reiterate
my opinion that the.scheme if not wholly impracti-
cable is at any rate one which the Province is not
at present in a position to entertain. The pro-
meters have not complied with any one of those
conditions which every Legislature insists upon
before it gives its sanction to any such enterprise.
lqo approximate estimate, nay not even a rough
guess of its cost l~ bean vouelmafed. Now we
know that the4tve~e cost per rn~of~h~ rail.
way over the plain# of Canterbury has not been
less than £6000, (exclusive of rolling stock) and 
scruple not to say that no engineer who is ac-
quainted with the country between the Hurt and
Mastertou and the engineering difficulties it pre-
sents would estimate the cost of the line between
those two places (exclusive of the cost of the
tunnel through the Rimutaka)at less than
£10,000 a mile. And most undoubtedly he
would be a bold contractor who would undertake
to construct a line of railway on $ permenent
causeway in the sea between Wellington and the
Hurt, a distance of some eight miles at less than
from £20,000 to £30,Q00 a mile. In other words,
at the very lowest estimate the line from Welling-
ton to Masterton would cost £750,000.

Then with respect to the traffic, the promoters
have not even pretended to show, as they were
clearly bound to do, both to the Province whose
guarantee they seek and to the capitalists whoso
money they desire to see invested in the under-
taking, that ~he line could under any possibility
pay its working or anything like its working ex-
penses. What really are the facts. The popula-
tion of the Wairarapa and the East Coast
sparsely sleread over an extensive area is 8000
souls. The chief export is wool--of this at least
one half will be always shipped from the coast, of
the other half the greatest part will come into V~rel-
lington on the ~tt~n ~hi~h it hubeen phtced.
The bnly othe~ exports are timber ~ daffy pro-
duce. £ daily coach which does the distance
between Wellington and Mastcrton in some ten
hours, suffices for the passenger, traflle. As far
as]the Hurt is concerned, the line what with the
expense of repeated loadings and reloadings and
unloadings would scarcely be used for the tran-o
sport of produce. From a return made to me it
appears that less than one fourth of the tolls taken
at Kaiwarra toll.bar is received from the trafflo
over the Rimutaks.

From the report recently published of the pro-
moters, it would appear that the settlers in the
3Wairarapa have come to pretty mu~h the same
conclusion as I have, for they say, "The settlers
in the Wsirarapa~district in particular would ap-
pear to be very lukewarm in the matter, the
whole subscription from them (towards the pre-
liminary survey) amounting to £I1." 

In the utter absence then of any data furnished
by the promoters, and: in the face of such facts
as I have briefly put before you, I think you will
scareel~ feel yourself justified in agreeing to the
proposal that you should guarantee 7 per cent on
£750,000, or it may be £1,000,000 for the con-
struction of a railroad between Wellington and
Masterton, or in incurring any expense whatever
in respect of it. ’ I also feel assured that before
giving any such ~elative guuran~ .y~ will
satisfy ye~sclves ~t the Peovlne~ :Is and will
be in a position to pay it. And in considering

¯ this matter you will not fall to bear in mind that
your ordinary sources of revenue are already suf-
ficiently burdened~that land revenue is ever a
most precarious source of income and that yearly

¯ your landed estate is being alienated. And here
I cannot help recording my Opinion that any
system of finance based upon land sales receipts
is inherently rotten.

But further, assuming that you gave such
gnarantee, can you for one moment believe that

any capitalist wouhl after turning over any one
year’s estimates ~ your Provincial Revenue and
Expenditure, after taking the most cursory glance
of your assets and liabilities deem the gum.ante6
you offered sufficient or worth the paper on
which it was written.

I shall lay before you a memorial numerously
signed by the inhabitants of the Wanganui dis-
trict, praying you to undertake sundry public
works, such as roads and bridges, between the
Waitotara river (where the purchased land of the
Crown terminates)and the Pates river. This
memorial foroce upon your eomfi~ M i~-
porta~t’questidn whether this Peovinee can tegi-
mately be called upon to make roads, or construct
other public works, either to or through districts,
the lands of which are entirely withdrawn from
their control, and from which you have derived
no benefit. My own opinion is that you will com-
mit an act of very great injustice towards the ras~
of the Province, if you even contribute a single
farthing towards opening up districts in which
the lands have been either confiseated,~ given
away, or acquired from the natives by direct
purchase.

Should the Pnbllc Debts Act of l~t session be
assented to by the Imperial (~overnment, I pur-
pose requesting his Exeellenoy’s Ministers to oger
the holders of the’loan of £50,000 known as
Gladstone’s Loan to exchange our 8 per cent bonds
for Colonial 6 per cents, thereby effecting an
annual saving in interest of £1000. FaiLing their
acceptance, then I shall, as I am empowered to
do, give notice that the loan will be redeemed at
the expi~’ati0n of twelve months from the date of
such notice.

When I mention that during the past year fifty-
three miles have been added to the reads, and
that of these forty-nine have been made by thg
’District Bderds, I am sure that you win contem-
plate with regret the po~ibiIity of your being~ua-
able to continue the grants in aid at the same
rate as hitherto. As one means of enablip~K~vo~
to do m~t- have to en~bat’the~ :~ ....

- of Wellington and Waugauui shdutd consent
to a reduction on this year’s grants to one
half.

While I make this proposal with reluctance still
I cannot regard it as either unfair orunreasonabl%
for the Town Boards have undoubtedly during
the last few years received a more liberal assist-
ance than the District Highways Boards.

The rates levied last year on the City of Wel-
lington amounted, I understand, to about £3000.
They received from the Provincial chest £3750,
from rents £600, and they had at their disposal
on the average some forty prisoners~the value of
whose labor can scarcely be estimated at less
than £2000. In other words they received grants
inaid of their rates to the amount of £6350, and
this not merely for the construction but also for
the repairs of their streets, whereas the District
Highway Boards have never received more than
an equivalent on the rates raised for repairs.

The same remarks are applicable to the Town
Board of Wanganui. Their rates last year
amounted to £1160, their rents to £107, their
grants in aid to ~1160, and they also had the
labor, I believe of some ten or twelve prisoners.

I trust, therefore, that my present proposal w~il
meet with the acceptance both of the Council an~
the Town Boards, more especially as it is not in-

. t~ded that it should appl~ belzon~ ~
" financial year. And ~e],-~tT~v~/a~:~IS~s~[~.
tion involve P--simply the postponement to
another year of certain improvements not abao-
htely or even urgently required, for the funds at
the disposal of these two boards will still be amply
eu~eient to keep their thoroughfares in good and
substantial repair.
| ~ If agreed to I believe that the two equivalents
can be continued to District Boards during the
whole year. The Government has, however, while
guaranteeing the two equivalents in respect of the
existing contracts, warned the Boards not to cal-



en4ate upon the 8sine, oe indeed any e~d~ee

~hatever in eaerying out fresh contracts. M~
ope is that with this warning before them tile

Boardswill see the necessity of restricting theie
opemt~ns during the present year to within the "
narrowest possible limits, and thereby enable the
Guvetnment to pay off the present over draft, and
to restore the equilibrium between expenditure
and revenue.

Revenue fo~thelast year has not been realised.~
The receipts, estimated at £135,823 have only
amounted to ;g105,293, while the expenditure
has been £117,293, the excess of expenditur%
over Revenue having been provided for l~y the
oye~d~af~ at the Bank. I have also explained that
th~ deficiency in the estimated receipts mainly
arises from the land sales having only (from
causes specified)amounted to some £14,000 in-
stead of (as estimated)£35~000, and from the
Province being forced to pay £6000 of the Marlo
borough debt to the General ~overnment.

~ith regard,te the Revenue for the current
year, I estimate one half ot the consolidated
revenue, after deducting provincial charges paid
bythe General Government at £42.000 ; licenses,
£3700 ; pilotage, £1800; sheep assessment, £1400;
hotpital and lunatic asylum, £200 ; incidental
receipts, £3000 ; toll bar, £2000 ; Queen’s
warehouse mid wharf, £4000 ;- rates on land’
£~000 ; making a total under the head of Ordin-
ary ~venue of £62,100; from special sotttces,
reclatmedland, £8000.~ Hawke’s Bay-interest, -
£2500 ; balances.due from General Government,
£3600 ; "Panama Co~npan~ £1000 ; and land sales "
ann pasture licenses, £20,000; giving a total
estimated ~revenue of £97,200 ; but in submitting
this estimate it is right to mention that it is
based on the assumption that within a short time

anctvnat~~ns Ihave made in r~ard
to the Small Farm Association and the squatters
will be.adopted. Should such not be the case,
then my estimate of land revenue must be
reduced by some five thousand pounds.

Ta~ing the ordinary expenses of Government
at £22,349 ; Permanent appropriations, that is
interest and ~nking fund on Loans, £23,151 ;
T,andPurehase Department, £1200; Land De-
partment, ~180~ ; Surveys, ~6000 ~ Engineers’
Department, £1969., Under the head of sundry
undertakings,the chiefitems being for Education,-
Queen’s Wharf, &e., £7692 ; for Roads, £15,500.
For sundry works--the principal votes being for
Wanganm Bridge, Contigencies, Queen’s Wharf,
Balance of Contract, Repairs, &e., £18,865, giving
an ~stimated expenditure of £98,590, to meet
which there is an estimated revenue of £97,200.
But in addition to this deficiency (andyou will find
it difficult to materially reduce the expenditure)
no pi’ovision is made for paying off, or even re-
ducing the Bank overdraft below the amount at
which it stood on the 3-1st Mareh--nor do I
see my way clear te do so out of current revenue.
What I propos~ is, therefore, that as the excess
of expediture over revenue has been mainly caused
by the large sums paid, on account of the wharf ~ I
and~the reclaimed land, amounting in the a[ggre. Je ~ttoul& air.tee ~pte
~~~OUt|ayby exerei;ing
the power of borrowing given by the "Harbor Be-

t
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sin.yes Amendment A&," ~essi0n 8, lq’o. 14. By
that Act the Supeeinte~d~ is, authodesd from
time to time to raise by mp~ga~e on the security
of the Harbor Reserve~, any SU~lS of money that
may be required, either fde the purpose of recla..
marion, or for the erection of the Wharf. This
power has already, you are aware, been exercised
to the extent of £35,000--but as the Mutual In-
vestment S~eiety, from which the money was ber-

citlenlated that by the end of the present’flnenoial
year our debt to the Society will be reduced to
£25,000. So that even should we raise upon the
security of the land still unreelainted a further
sum of £15,000, the present mortgage would only
be increased by £5000. Nor must it beforgetteu
that the value of the uxmold portion of the land
already reclaimed is estimated at £56,000, and of
the-frontage of the Reserve still uureclaimed with
a depth of 100 feet at £18,750. ShoUldthis pro-
posal meet with your sanction, it will enable us
to tide over our present dit~eulties, to pay otr the
overdraft, to eonti~ge the two equivale.~ts to the
District Beards, and to meet the~ expenditure n~ow
submitted to you.

I have gone into these financial questions thus
fully, because I am" anxious to disabuse your
minds of the impression that the Province is
laboring under permanent financial embarrass-
ment, and also because I am equally anxious to
impress upon you the necessity of postponing the
execution of sundry public works to a more con-
venient season.

As the term for whieh~tlie Superintendent and
Previnvial Council were~ elected will expi~ in
May ne~t, it will be nece~ary that I shoSld con-
vene you together some time in March, in order
that the usual provision may be made for carry-
ing on the public service. And now I may be

~tisapp~inted, if by that time I am u~able to con-
gratulate you upon the cessation of the present
depression--upon the entire re-establishment of
our finances, and upon our being in a position to
hand over the province to our successors in a
more healthy and prosperous state than it has
ever attained to.

In conclusion, it would be no less unbecoming
than contrary to those sentiments of loyalty which
animate myself in common with the rest of this
Qommunity, if I did not avail myself of the first
public opportunity I have had, to express my re-
gret that an imperative attendance on the Native
Land Court at Otaki prevented my taking part in
those demonstrations, which the news of the at
tempted assassination of H.R.H. theDuke of Edin-
burgh at Sydney called forth. In comnien with
yourselves I deeply regret that the pleasure with
which we had long looked forward to his Royal
Highness’ visit to this Colony and Province, should
have been destroyed by so crueland cowat~lly a deed,
and I trust you will permit me the.satisfaction of
joining with you in an address of congrt~tulation
to her Majesty, on the happy prospect there now
is of her welcoming home his Royal Highness in
safety.

I. E. FEA~HERSTON,
Superintendent.

May lOth, 1868.

~enders.

Provincial Secretary’s Office,
Wellington, May 15th. 1868.

THE following Tenders’are published for
general information:~

W. HicxsoN,
Provincial Secretary,

METALLING AdD CLEARING .PdRTION OF
240 CHAINS-O~ Ro~n o~ ~HE WEST

Tlie Whole.

Bennett & Maynard...£19~ 15 0Accepted
R. Fairbrother ... 195 10 0Declined
J. W. Bennington ... 234 10 0 ,,
J. Udy, (per chain)... 17 3 ,|

---y-



52 CaAINs OF FRANCXS’ LIN~..
$. Oarrington ...... £1.10 5 0Accepted
R. Fairbrother ... 111 9 O Declined
E. Brightwell ..... 150 0 0 ,,
Bennett & Maynard 183 10 0 ,,
O’Riley and Driscoll 200 0 0 ,,

13 CraAINs OF PRESTON’S LINE.
O’Riley ........ £51 100 Ate.opted
J. Udy ..... _ 62 17 0 Declined
Bennett and Maynard 68 10 0 ,,

22 CHAINS CARTER’S LINg.

R. Fairbrother ...... ~9 17 0Accepted

REPAIRS TO SURVEY OFFICE.

Owen Daly ...... £15 10 0Accepted
w. Wise ......... 18 14 0Declined
Chas. Simmonds ... 19 10 0 ,,
E. Whiting ...... ~5 0 0 ,,

FORMING AND ~/[ETALLINO 20 CHAINS OF

ROAD, PAEtAUTANUt (MAIN LINE.)
Per Chain

John Galloway ...... £2 12 0 Accepted
H. Harris..: ...... 3 18 0 Declined

The Whole.
S. Flighty ...... £67 0 0Declined
J. Howell ...... 69 0 0 ,,
B. Draper ...... 75 0 0 ,,

FORMING AND METALLING 13 Cr~xlSS OF
No. 1 BI~A~0H L!NE, PA.tiAU~ANUI.

Per Chain
John Galloway ...... £2 17 0 Accepted
H. Burgess ...... 3 5 0 Declined
H. Harris ......... 4 8 0 ,,

The Whole.
ft. Howell ......... £39 0 0 Declined
S. Flighty ...... 39 0 0 ,,
B. Draper ....... 44 10 0 ,,
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Slaughter House ~eturn for

;]larch.

R
~ETURlg of the number of Cattle,

Sheep, Calves, and Swine slang-
tared in Wellington City District during
the month of March in the year 1868.
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W. N. LUXFORD,

Inspector of Slaughter Houses.

Printed under the authori~ of the Governmen~ of the Province of Wellington, by THOtrAS M’K~rzxl,
Printer for the time being to such Government.


