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Mg SPEAKER AND GIENTLEMEN OF THE
ProviNorar CoUNCIL. i
In opening, in all probability for the last
time, a session of the Proviacial Couneil, I
trust I may be permitted to thank you for the
kind address you presented to me on the eve
of my departure for England—to tender
to you my acknowledgments for your
agquiescence in my undertaking the mission
entrusted by the General Government to Mr
Bell and myself-—and especially to express my
gratitude to you for allowing me without re-
monstrance, and at great inconvenience to
yourselves, to absent myself for so much

"longer & period than was anticipated from my

duties as Superintendent.

If I were expected o plead any justification,
or if any excuse were deemed necessary by you
for my prolonged absence, I would probably
urge that the province has not suffered as. far
as the administration of its affairs is concerned
~that the public business entrusted to us
could not have been transacted in England
in shorter $ime, and that Mr Bell and
myself could not possibly have taken our de-
fmm thence at an- earlier period, without

exviiig many itoportant matters, both general
and provincial, in a state of incompleteness ;
and I wonld slso probably further add that, if

“to have ullayed those angry feelings which ex-

isted so many years between the Imperial and
Colonial Governments—if to have put an end
to those unseemly controversies which neither
party defends, which both parties now deplore
—if ‘to have established the most friendly re-
lations between the two Grovernments—if to
have assisted, in however humble a degree, in
obmining a distinct repudiation of any desire
on-the part of the Imperisl Government to
sever their connection with the dependencies

—if to have elicited distinct pledges, that in
the event of England being dragged into war,
she would to the utmost of her power defend
her colonies as an integral portion of the- Em-
pire—if to have assieted in creativg a material
change in public opinion as to colonial policy—
if to have in some measure anticipated.the
comprehensive scheme of colonisation pro-
pounded by the present Colonial Min-
istry, and passed by the General Assem-
bly in its recent session, and to have
paved the way by all necessary arrangements
in Europe for the successful carrying out’ of
that policy~if to have obtained the Imperial
guarantee to a loan of a million for public
works and immigration, and thereby to have
enhanced the credit of the colony in the great
money market of the world, thus enabling the
colony to borrow on easy terms almost any
amount required for such légitimate purposes
~—if, I say, these are objects in which the
colony is deeply interested, then, I would sub-
mit, that the mission of My Belland myself
has not only not heen fruitless, but has re-
sulted in very savppreciable benefits to the
whole colony. X :

And here allow mé to pointouta misappre-
hension which apparently exists, in regard to
the effect of the Imperial guarantee to the
million loan. It does not, as the Colonial

- Treasurer in his 'financial statement to

the House of Represettatives - said, simply

. represent an annual eaving to the colony

in the shape of intevest and sinking fund
of some twenty thousand pounds ; butit repre-
sents asaving of principal also of s=omething like
£250,000 or £800,000, for whereéas a loan of
four per cent guaranteed by the Imperial
Government would realise s premium of from
five to seven per cent., a non-guaranteed four

-



per cent loan would not be placed on the:

market at a less discount than twenty per
cent. In other words a million of four per
cent guarantesed Bonds would realise from
£1,050,000 to £1075,000—a mitlion of four
per ceat non-guaranteed Bonds would only
fetch some £800,000. Bnt the most eminent
actuaries who have examined the conditions
of the guarantee estimate the saving to the
colony at a much higher sum,

Having, as you are already aware, accepted
the appointment of Agent-Greneral of the

colony, and it being deemed desirable that I -

should proceed to England not later than the
beginning of April, it is not my intention to
bring before you any questions of policy, but
only to submit to you two or three measares
which cannot well be postponed. Nay, I
think you will agree with me that holding as
I do my office only pro tempore, that it is
expedient that I should send in my resig-
nation of the office I have held for neary
eighteen years, at the earliest possible date,
and especially that it would be most unfair in
me to attempt in any way to fetter the action
of my successor. With this view I shall ask
you to pass an Appropriation Act for the five
months, commencing on the 1st of February
and ending the 80th of June. This will
afford ample time to my successor to ascertain
the position of the province and its wants, to
frame his policy, and to hold & session of the
Provincial Council before the Greneral Assem-
bly meets.

Still I feel that in severing, for a time at
least, my connection with the province, over
which I have so long presided, I should ill
requite the kind, the continuous, aud the
generous confidence reposed in me by my fel.
Jow settlers in strange and trying times, if I
did not briefly glance at and record my
opinions upon one or two of the great ques-
tions which either are occupyings and .per-
plexing the minds of the most thoughtful of
our public men, or which possess an imme-
diate and pressing interest to yourselves; and
I feel that I am specially bound to place be-
fore you the present financial position of the
provinee and its prospects for the future.

I am free to admit that owing mainly to the
financial embarrassments in which the pro-
vince has for sometime been involved, there is
a strong feeling that our provincial institu-
tions are no longer capable of discharging
their colonising functions; that some modifi-
cations, some organio change in them is abso-
lutely necessary, if indeed it be not expedient
to abolish them altogether and to hand the
province with ail its sssets and liabilities over
to the Colonial Government. I need not say
that I do not participate in this feeling,
that I ‘hold " no such opinions, that
I dissent entirely from such views. On the
contrary, I hold that at no period since the
Constitution was brought into operation in
18583 has it ever been more essential to main-
tain your provincial institations in all their
integrity.

Is it true that they have failed in the great
work of colonisation specially confided to
them? The following facts among others ap-
pear to me to fursish a sufficient and complete
-answer. From 1853 up to- the present. time
the whole of your territorial receipts and to
within the last three or four years at least one-
third of your ordinary revenue has been applied
to public works and immigration, in addition to
theapplicationtothesameobjectsof the wholeof
your loans. And what have been the results ?
You have constructed nearly 400 miles of
road ; you have bridged many of your most
important rivers. . You have constructed great
harbor works, and have reclaimed from the
sea a valuable estate in this city. You have
donbled your population; and let it not be for-
gotten that these results have been obtained in
spite of wars and insurrections, for which this
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&mvinoe at least can in no way, in no degree,

held responsible, but from which its ine
nabitants have been the chief sufferers—I
mean sufferers both in the sacrifice of life and
property.

‘But those who are the most strenuous advo-
oates of a change have never yot indicated in
what direction it should be made—have never
yet shown that any other system would be
simpler, more economical, or more eflicient.
Some, indeed, urge the abolition of the office
of Buperintendent ; but if you did so, would
not his duties have to be discharged by
some other officer, say an agent sppointed
by the General Government, and proba-
bly paid a higher salary than that
given to the Superintendent. Abolish
the Provincial Qouncil, and substitute for
it County Boards is -another suggestion often
heard, but where would be the saving in this ?
The Provincial Legislature costs only some
£700 a year. I venturo to think that County
Boards with paid chairmen, and staffs of offi-
cers, would be vastly more expensive, and far
less efficient. Then with respect to other
departments essential to the order, peace, and
good government of the province, such as the
gaol, police, hospitals, harbour, and other
departments which must be kept up, you will
find it difficult, if not impossible, to apply the
Ppruning knife to any of them, for they are all
underpaid and short-handed. If you don’t or
can’t maintain them, the General Government
must and will, but at the sole cost of the pro-
vinee, even if it be necessary to impose addi-
tional and special taxation upon its inhabitants.
Dismiss from your minds any idea that by
declaring your inability or unwillingness to
carry on the provincial institutions, that you
will lessen the burdens of the people; for T
scarcely imagine that it will be contended by
anyone that the administration of any Greneral
Government has ever been as economical as
that of the Provincial, or that your affairs will
be better managed by s Government over
which you can exercise no direct control or
supervision than by a body which is directly
responsible to you, and over whom you possess
absolute and unlimited control.

Let us compare the expenses of the Pro-
vincial Government with the expenditure
charged by the General Government against
the Province. In the Provincial Blue Book,
Session X, 1863, was first published the annual
expenditure for the previous year—a practice
which has since been continued. If we take
the expenditure of the Provincial Government
in 1863 and contrast it with the expenditure
for the latest period for which aceounts
are before the Council, viz, 1869-70,
we find that while the ordinary expenses of
the Provincial Government were in 1862.3
£14,546; they amounted in 1869-70 to
£18,781—the population at the former period
being 18,643, at the latter, 25,000, The in-
creage in the expenditure (and this exclusively
in the departwents connected with Gaol,
Police, Hospital, &c., for there are very con-
siderable decrease in the Executive and Legis-
lative) is 30 per cent., the increase in the
population being 84 per cent. Now let us
compare the charges mede against the pro-
vinge by the General Goverument in 1862-8
with those made in 1870-1. In the former
year they amounted to £10,275, in 1870-1

they are £33,683 being an increase
of 226 vper cent. The charges for
1870-1 exhibit an increase of no less

than £5,800 over the charges of the pre-
vious year 1869-70, ‘These figures speak
for themselves  and prove conclusively both
that the expenditure of the General Govern-
ment increases more rapidly than that of the
Provincial and also that your financial difficul-
ties are mainly owing to the enormous in-
crease in the charges made by the Gfeneral
Government against the province,



. the Provipcial Council signi

., L.must farther add that while I beliove no.
Al !

barial, recie can be maé@,inmet;
ses.of..tha Provincial Government, ye
galfcn we fnd -that the‘rmv‘ige‘a ig dbarﬁd
£6,381 for_militia and volunteers, and £6,616
far the Telageaph Department, very consider-
able reduntigns msy. and onght to be made in
that, large total o{ amounts with which you
y debited. But you will certainly

are anp

not ¢ffect this by abolishing your institutions
and placing  the province entirely at the
mercy and. 1 control.of the General

ng now.to the mt:n& éomprehen-

sive_scheme of colonisation which has just
been launched—a scheme fraught with incal-
culable blessinge, or the gravest possible dis.

. asters, according to the manner and epirit in

which it.is carried out—1I would ask,—Are you
prepared to relinquish sll vcice in, to abandon
all control over its sdministration? Can you
seriously - contemplate surrendering all your
funetions at the very time when it is proposed

to condugt.colonisation on a grander scale than -

has ever yot been attempted in the colony?
Do you deem it no part of the duty you owe
to . those, whose representatives you are, to
protect their interests, to see that in the car-
rying out of this policy justice is done to them
—that they share equally with other provinces
in its advantages ? -

. Let me briefly call your attention to some of
the more important provisions of the Publio

Works and. Iromigration Act of last session,

and fo the duties imposed by that act mpon
the Piovincial:Government.
. 1. The Governor is required from time to
time to aspertain what railways, in the opinion
of the Superintendents and Provincial Coun-
cils, ought to be conmstructed within their
respective’provinces.

2. The Superintendent may, with consent of
fied by act recom-

portion of. the price of railway. contracts.

3. The Governor may from time to time
Sm'chase such lands from the natives as the
Superintendent may require.

4. The Governor may make arrangements
for introducing immigrants at the request of
the Superigtendent, and for special settlements
for settling them thereon.

It is thus quite clear that it is not at pre-
sent competens for you to abdicate your
funetions or to ~shirk ‘the performance of
the duties which are thus devolved upon
you. And when you consider their im-
portant bearing upon the province, 1 think
you will pause before transferring or delegating
them either to the General Government or to
any other body.

-Again, out of the loans authorised to be
raised, 4 sum of £400,000 is appropriated to
-constrnction of roads in the North Island at
a rate nof exceeding £100,000 a year, and a
similar amount is given to the Middle Island
for railways, both these amounts being charged
colopially, not provincially. Under the Pay-
.menis to Rrovinces Aot. £50,000 a year for
 term of geven years is appropriated to dis-
-trict rosd bosrds. But while the £400,000
for yailways aud the £50,000 for road bosrds
areto.be odivided smongst the provinges ac-
cording-ta population, nio such: rule applies to
the £400,000 for roads; the expenditure of
the whole amount being at the discretion of
-Ministers, for the very good: and valid reason
that it is only to be expended on roads re-
-quired for the purposes of defence and colouii-
-sption. o ' .

Unless, therefore, you are- prepared to indi-
-cate the . lines of road you deem best calcu-
lated to attain these objeots, and to press their
.construgtion upon the Goveinment, you will
have no right to complain if they are not
.made, or if the province. fails to secure its
~equitable shave of this vote.

g:i00) Epart o 4

soon as possible ; the Brst exbers

. You will remember that out of the Three
Miilion Troan raised underfthe Act of 1863
some £250,000 was sllocsted > this provin
for public works snd i ion ; &

this you ouly received £1 remainder
having been diverted and spenf the Colo-
nial Government on other objects.

In a memorandum. which I at that tim

presonted to the then Ministers, I pointed out
that there were three trunk lines which it was
extremely desirable both for the. interests of
ého Horth Loland. genersily.aud of this pro-
ding

Wanganat to the Patea river, the northern
boundary of the province ; the second would
lead from Masterton to. the boundary line of
the province in the Seventy Mile Bush, oppo-
site the Manawatu Gorge, and would be con-
tinuous with a main line of road to be
taken through the Nepier portion of the
same bush to the Ruataniwha plains; the
third trunk line (being & continuation of the
Wanganui-Rangitikei road) would comnience
at the Rangitikei river, and passing through
the centre of the Manawatu disfrict, would be
carried to that partof the Tararus range, where
it affords an easy passage to the Seventy Mile
Bush, which it would. intersect on the Wel-
lington-Nupier trunk line, and I recommend
that all these roads should be laid off with a
view to their being ultimately converted into
railroads. ‘

I am happy to say that the present Ministry
seem inclined to adopt all these. lines, They
have, in fact, already made considerable pro-
gress with the road from Palmerrton through

. the gorge to the Seventy Mile Bush—with the

linefrom the Rautaniwhe plainstothegorge and
with the road from the Waitotara to the Patea.
They have also agreed to employ the Norwe-
gians in the construction of a tramway from

Ealmorston @ Foxton, which will mast com:
/'t -th@%faﬁé%va sawatd

istrict available for settlement, and cannot
fail very largely to increase your territorial
revenue. The total length of these lines of
road. in this province will be about 110 miles,
and will involve a probable outlay of from
£60,000 to £70,000, spredd over aperiod of
three or four years.

. But T am bound to express my opinion that
these roads cannot be constructed within any
reasonable time, or except at an extravagant
rate—that you will reap none of the advan-
tages of the present scheme of colonisation,
and that the money expended on the roads
will be unproductive, if not entirely wasted,
unless a very considerable and continuous

- stream of immigration is introduced. Public
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works and immigration must go hand in hand,
Nay, I will go further, and say that the Go-
vernment is not justified in undertaking the
works I have indicated, unless the province is
prepared to do its duty in regard to immigra-
tion. There is no use in prepering a country
for settlement unless you are also prepared to
bring to it population; and remember this,
that capital invariably accompanies and follows
immigration. Probably not a single immigrant
ship-would arrive in New Zealand under the
present soheme without introduping. capital to

theextent on the avorage of £10,000,
. To my mind the Immigration is to the pro-

inces the most tempting part of the whole
scheme ; for while half the cost is to be
charged colonially, the other moiety is to be
defrayed by, the provinees at a rate not exoped-

ing 80s per annum for every adult, until the

provincial moiety is liquidated. On the other

.band, the province wili be entitled to the capi-

tation allowance. For instance, suppose you
bad introduced one hundred adult immigrants

.during the past year, you would be entitled

during the current year to a capitation allow-
ance of £2 a head, and you would have had
to pay at the outside 30s. Assume, further,




that the cost of the passage of each immigrant
is £7 10s, the province would be liable for
£3 158, payable by instalments at a rate not
exceeding 30s per annum, the debt being ex-
tinguished in three years, when ite liability in
respect of the immigrant would finally cease
and determine. But it would during those
three years bave been entilled to the capita-
tion allowance and during whatever number of
years that allowance may he continued to the
provinces. This seems to me, as far ss the
province is concerned, a sound commercial
and paying transaction, and equally so to the
Oolonial Government, from the additional
revenue it will receive.

‘Were it not that I have virtually ceased to
be Superintendent, and that I am bound, 2s I
have already stated, not in any way to em-
barrass my successor, I should before this have
advised the Grovernor to commence & stream
of immigration into this province, at the rate
of not less than 2,400 souls a year. This would
give you probably 500 male adults, a number,
I believe, barely adequate to the construction
of the works in contemplation—would bring
to this port ten ships in the year, and would
probably be the means of introducing & capital
of £100,000.

‘With respect to railways—There can, I ap-
prehend, be no difference of opinion as to
what lines ought to be constructed. The
dificulty will be to get them placed in the

roper schedule, though the member for the
airarapa very nearly succeeded in placing
the Wellington-Napier linein Schedule No. 1.
But I see looming at no great distance another
diffculty. The Middle Island members, or at
any rate a ‘section of them, seem disposed to
dispute the right of the North Island to have
any railways whatever, on the ground that its
territorial revenue is comparatively small—
but it ought to be borne in mind that the
land revenue of this island has bfen destroyed
mainly by the violation of the compact of
1856, which was effected by the Na-
tive Lands Act of 1862—an act which
was carried by the votes of the repre-
sentatives of the Middle Island—and it must
also be remembered that the position of the
North Island would have been very different
to what it is but for the war policy so strenu-
ously advocated and supported by the Middle
1sland,

Turning now to the financial position of the
province :—I confess that far from taking a
gloomy view of it I believe that in a few
months the province will be entirely released
from its present dificulties, and will have
ample means to meet its requirements. In
fact, had it not been for the enormous increase
during the last two years in the provincial
charges made by the (teneral Assembly, and
for the issue of the * Volunteer Scrip,” which
has already been exercised to the extent of
£6000, those embarrassments never would have
existed.

On the 1st of February your liabilities con-
sisted of an overdraft at the Bank of £10,000,
and of advances made by the General Govern-
ment of £12,600 making a total of £22,600.
I omit the balance of £980 due to the Road
Boards for provision has been made for ligui-
dating it as soon as certain mortgages are
realised. All other claims to the 31st January,
when the Appropriation Aet expired have
been met.

As I propose submitting to you an Appro-
priation Bill for a period of five months com-
mencing on the 1st of February and ending on
the 30th June, I have new to state the expen-
diture proposed, and the means of meeting it.
The ordinary expenses of the Government
will be £8511; of land and survey depart-
ments, £3110 ; for repairs of roads, £1600 ; for
law expenses, £600; for interest and sinking
fund on your loans, £7352 ; giving a total ex-
penditure of £21,173. The receipts may be
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stated as follows :—Capitation allowance,
£7500 ; provincial revenue, £7346 ; land sales
(already realised) £6100; estimate of land
receipts during the ensuing five months,
£5000; giving & total revenue of £25,946
to meet an expenditure of £2L173. It
is clear therefore that unless my estimate of
land revenue is exceeded, which is exceedingly
probable, you eannot very materially reduce
your existing liabilities,

But will the province be able to meet its
engagements for the future, and to carry on
the public works, absolutely necessary.

The annual expenditure may be stated as
follows :—Ordinary expenses of Government,
£19,000; Land and Burvey Departments,
£7000 ; repairs of roads, and contingencies,
£5000 ; interest and sinking fund, £16,600 ;
total £47,500. This expenditure must, under
any circumstances, be met.

I think the following estimate of revenue
may be regarded as moderate. The capitation
allowanoe for the current year is £51,5600, less
provincial charges, £38,600, leaving a balance
of £18,000. This will be reduced next year
by £2500, but as the charges for the Wanga-
nui Court and Custom Houses and other items
will not appear on the estimates of next year,
and as it may fairly be assumed that ithe
population will go on increasing, we may safely
take the balance of capitation allowance avail-
able for provincial appropriation at £18,000.
The provincial revenue is £10,000, leaving a
deficiency of £19,600 to be met out of terri-
torial revenue.

Now, considering the quantity of land al-
ready surveyed and open for sale in the Ran-
gitikei-Manawatu districts, and that an addi-
tional thirty thousand acres will be ready for
sale within the next nine months ; considering
further that lines of road through the district
are in course of construction, and that immi-
gration has already commenced, I think that .
at the very lowest estimate you may csleulate
upon your land realising for the next few years
at least £35,000 s year. This would leave you
a balance of £15,500 for district roads, and
other public works, exclusive of the colonial
grant of £5000 a year to the Road Boards.
At avy rate, there is nothing in either the
present state of your finances or in the future
prospects of the province to justify the opinion
entertained by many that the province is not
in a position either to pay its way or to under-
take any works,however necessary they may be.

And here allow me to remark that as the
whole of your loansand land revenue have been
expended on public works and immigration,
it appears to me only fair that the interest and
sinking fund should be made & charge upon
the territorial revenue.

Should the land sales within the next three
months not enable you to pay off the Defici-
ency Bill of £10,000 some temporary arrange-
ment will have to be made with the bank.
‘With respect to the advances made by the
Greneral Government, I am not prepared, until
certain claims I have made against it on be-
half of the province have been adjusted, to
admit that the province is its debtor. On the
contrary, I believe that upon any equitable
settlement of accounts between them there
will be a balance in favor of the province.
And this brings me to another and new phase
in the never ending—the ever recurring Mana-
watu question.

You are aware that when effect was at-
tempted to be given to the judgments of the
Native Lands Court by carrying out the sur-
vey of the block these surveys were inter-
rupted by certain natives, instigated by Euro-
peans, and acting under their advice in
defiance of the law. The Provincial Govern-
ment during my absence desiring, above all
things, that the peace of the district should be
preserved requested the General Government
to use its efforts to prevent further obstruc-



tion of the surveys and to remove all é)ossible
doubtsiss to quiet possession of the land, The
Native Minister accordingly visited the dis- -
trict, shortly before’T Téturned to the colony,
and made large gifts of lamd to the natives—-
both sellers. and: nowsellers believing, a8 he
states, that this wis ngcessary in order to pre-
serve the peace of the country.' He gave fo..
sellers, - who-whi it were perfectly sati
fiod itk $his reserves I biad awarded. to' them
additionial veserves of 4195 acves, to mom-.
gellers additionalreserves of 3086 acres—and to
natives absolutely excluded by the Native
Lands Oourt 7630 acres; I am beund to say
both the General .and, Proc -

fied that if the Creneral Government had.
firmly persevered in the course of action
adopted-in-the first -obstruetion of the sur-
veyors_ against Miritana. and M‘Donald no
distdrbance would bave resulted, and
poaceable possession would have been
secured over the -whole block, without
the necessity of any further concessions to the .
natives. But even ifa compromise of some
sort bad ‘been necessary, I cannot but express
1y opinjop:as. to the effect upon-the province
of the arrangements made by .the General
Glovernthert,” The grant of so many thousand
aeres-to - sellers' and nonssellers and to claim-
ants who had been expressly excluded by the
Native Land Court has.alone caused a pecu-
niary loss to the province of as many thous-
atis “of pounds, while the giving sway of
several horiestends of settlers-who had been
promised that the value of their improve-
nients shonld be added to the upset price of
the land ¥as “inflicted more or less -loss upon
them, for ‘which - it -cannot be said that the
provirive is justly liable thetugh 1 have no doubt
claims for compensation: will be preferred
againgt it. I felt it my duty immediately on ~—
my return to bring the claims of the province-
formally before the General Government in
apo of 8 demand for the pay

D P B Feentirsw Lok the TeueTven
mads by the Native Ministér and Mr Kemp.
T made this claim on the ground that from the
date of the notice in the * Grazette” that the
native title ‘was extinguished over the whole
block, save the portions awarded by the
Tand Court, the block became a part of the
tertitorial estate of the province, and that the
CGreneral Government had no right in any way
to & single acre of it.
Front the correspondence that will be laid
befors: you you will learn that the General
Government declines o admit the claims I
advanced. Still, I feel- assured that the Gte-
neral Government does not intend that the
claifng'of ths settlers in question, arising out
of #a awn action, shall be altogether ignored,
or that no allowance whatever shall be made
to the province for the loss of so large an area
of saleable Tand out of a block the native title
to which-was so long ago formslly declared to
be extinguished, and to the proceeds whereof
the exclusive right of the province is of gourse
admitted. It is a case for equitable afuste
ment-as between the province and the colony,
especially when it is considered that the action
of the (tenerst Grovernment - being taken in
thé ihterests 5f the tisinbenance of pescs the
price paid t6-the dizafocted nmtives mrust be

ment-of ono... |

_-dopmed a liability of the colony rather than of
- the province. I can only further express the

hope that the matter may ‘be mrranged before

“piy depavture, otherwise I must leaye it in

your hands. wrs

The bills which it ja proposed to lay before
you are ae follows :— ) - .

1.7A District Highways Bill, whiclt is rens
dered necessary in consequence -of the:valida-
tion of the act now. in force expiring at the
commencement of the next session of the
General Assembly.

2. A Fencing Bill, which is necessary under

the same. ﬁzl;amstwcesé i Resor
& Muaterton and Greytown yes
Trust : Bill, consequenh: on ‘the * Wairsrapa
Town Lands Management Aet™ of Iast #oskion
of the General Assembly. ’

4. An Education Bill, reviving the provi-
sions of the short act passed in'1889, renders
ing the rating of houses in proclaimed distriots
compulsory. o

5. A Patent Slip Act Amendment Bill,
giving effect to the expressed wish of the

* QOouneil that I should be empowered to arrange
" the dispute with Messrs' Kennard, ‘the act of

1869 - having - been found. insufficient: for -the’
purpose intended. R

6. A Bill 1o empower the Superintendent to
reserve lands for special settlement, and to
loase pastoral lands. This bill is introdaced
under the “Immigration and Public Works:
Act; 1870,” and the “ Wellington ' Waste
Lands Act, 1870,” of the Greneral Assembly,and.
authorises the setting apart of blocks of lsnd.
for sgecial settlément, on terms to b approved -
by the Governor in Couneil. ~ ~* ~ "7 77

%7 An -Appropriation Bill for the ‘period
ending 80th June next. = :

Yon will readily perceive that.in the obser.
vations I have addressed to you in_glancing
thus briefly at some of the questions which
must be fully discussed when my sticCessor
meets the Council, my chief object has been to
urge upon you the nocessity of maintaining
ipstitptions in fheir integrity, by showin
RS Save very ety dsobeesa ok
oolonising functions, and that no simpler,
more economical, or .more efficient form of
Government has yet been proposed —by point
ing out that though the Greneral Government*
has taken colonisation into its own hands, still
that the Provincial Governments can exercise
8 very powerful and beneficial control over
the administration of the scheme—that there
is little chance of any province receiving its’
fair and legitimate share of the advantages of
the present policy, if its members in the Ge-
neral Assembly are deprived of that moral
support which the provineial legislatures can
alone afford them-——that to abdicate your fund-
‘tions at the present time would, to my mind;
be a betrayal of the high trust confided to you
—at all events you will have learnt that under
no conceivable circumstances would I evér be
an accomplice in the perpetration of such a
great political crime as that of surrendering
one iota, one parsicle, of the rights and privi-
leges conferred upon my fellow-seftlers by the
Constitution of 1853—a Constitution which
was won mainly by their exertions,

* 1. B. FEATHERSTON,

“Superintendent.
Superintendent’s Office, ~ :

. Wellington, 2nd-March, 1878 . .




In the Supreme Court of New
Zealand, Otago and Southland
District.

Between JoserE Stock and JoHN BLack-
10cK, Plaintiffs ;

: And

James Surerey and Hexry TroMAs
CuLLeN, Defendants.

Amount Recovered, £107 10s. 4d.
I HEREBY GIVE NOTICE that by

a writ of fieri facias issued out of the
above Court, and to me directed, I have
caused my Bailiff to enter upon Section
number 8, Upper Mungaroa Block, Hutt
District, containing fifty acres, in the
Province of Wellington in the said Colony,
the property of the above named defen-
dant, James Shirley, such land having been
taken in execution at the suit of the above
plaintiffs, the execution creditors, and that
it is my intention to sell or canse to be sold
the equity of redemption of and in the said
parcel of land, (the same land being alleg-
ed to be subject to a cerfain deed of
mortgage, dated the seventeenth day of
November, one thousand eight hundred
and seventy, made between the above
named defendant, James Shirley, of the
one part, and Thomas Ross and John
Martin, of Invercargill, in the Province
. of Southland, Merchants, of the other
part, to secure the sum of Eighty-five
pounds and interest, but which mortgage
is disputed by the plaintiffs), by public
auction, at the Court House, City of
‘Wellington, on the Seventeenth day of
May, One thousand eight hundred and
seventy-one, at twelve o’clock noon, unless
satisfaction be sooner made of the judg-
ment debt and all costs and expenses con-
nected therewith or incidental thereto;
and I further give notice that the plaintiffs’
Solicitor is Frederick Wentworth Wade,
of Invercargill, in the Province of South-
land, whose agents are Messieurs Hart
and Buckley, Solicitors, Lambton Quay,
City of Wellington.

Dated at Wellington, this 16th of Feb-
ruary, 1871.

James C. CRAWFORD,
Sheriff, District of Wellington.

Wanganui General Cemetery.
Provincial Secretary’s Office,
‘Wellington, Jan. 81, 1871, -
IS HONOR THE SUPERINTEN.
DENT has been pleased to appoint
Messrs. David Stark Durie
Thomas Harper
‘Wm. H. Watt
‘William Hutchison
Francis Williamson
to be Trustees for the management of
the General Cemetery at Wanganui.

A, Forrerr HALCOMEE,
Provincial Secretary.

Resignation of Members of the
Exzecutive.

Provincial Secretary’s Office,
v 1st March, 1871,
IS HONOR the SUPERINTEN-
DENT has been pleased to accept
the resignation by
Jor Draxsrienp, EsQ., and
Epwarp Prazce, Esq.,
of their seats in the Executive of the
Province of Wellington.
By His Honor’s command,
A, Forrerr HALCOMBE,
Provincial Secretary.

West Masterton School District.

Provincial Secretary’s Office,
‘Wellington, March 4, 1871.

OTICE has been given to this office
that at a meeting of the settlers of
the above named district, held at the
Schoolhouse, on Saturday, the 25th Feb-
ruary, a Committee was elected consisting
of the following persons, viz :—
Mr. Day
» Dagg
,, Evans
» McKenzie
» Crayne
,» Chamberlain
,, Kibblewhite
» Walton
,» Prentice- :
» Compton, Collector and Trea-
surer
» R. Hare, Chairman

A. ForrErr HALCOMBE,
Provincial Secretary.

Sheep Inspector’s Report.

———

Provincial Secretary’s Office.
‘Wellington, Feb. 28, 1871.

NOTIOE has been given to this office

by the Inspector of Sheep for the
‘Wellington District, that he has granted
Clean Certificates to the following flock
owners, viz :—

Mr Frank Smith, Paikakariki, for the
whole flock. Dated 10th February,
1871,

Messrs. Anthony and James Wall,
Pukurua, for the whole flock. Dated
17th February, 1871.

Mr. James Wall, Porirua Ferry, for
the whole flock. Dated 18th Feb-
ruary, 1871,

He also reports that he has cancelled
the Clean Certificate of
My, Anthony Wall, sen., Porirua Bay.

A. Forierr HALCOMBE,
Provincial Secretary.

Printed under the authority of the Government of the Province of 2 Wellington, by THoMAS M'KENZIE,
Pripter for the time being to such Government.



