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TUESDAY> SEPTEMBER 29. 1925. ~-.___ 

EDITORIAL. 
LEGAL EDUCATION. 

Wc\:c publish in t,his issue om firm1 eontribntion 
towards the reform of our svstem of J,;egal Eduea- 
tion. It is from the pm if Mr. J. C. Stephens: 
and this with the excellent article which we pub- 
lishcd on the 9th June couplet,es his eontribn- 
tion through our colnmns 011 the matter. 

The findings of the Coumisrion justify the need 
for reform which we havz advocated and t,hon#h 
there nmy bc some diifcrenct~s of opinion in det~ads 
bet~xcen the findings of the Royal Commission and 
t,he opinions expressed in these colmnns, yet, sub- 
stantinlly the result is the smc. we are natllrally 
pleased that we hare stimulated to some extent a 
moremrnt in the right direction. The profession 
hark seized the oppmtunity of expressing their opin- 
ions on this as well as on other matters of interest 
and it is not slow to rmlise how neeessarv is such 
a Journal as Buttcrworth’s Fortnightly &ax. 

Natters are daily cropping np of general inter- 
est and we imite practitioners to give their bret,h- 
ren the benefit of their experience or seek their ad- 
vice in this Jourml. It is fonndea for the purpose 
of serving t,he profession and it behoves members 
of the legai fraternity to take adrantage of that 
iact. 

TRIAL BY JURY. 
Once again t,hc Bench has esprc%ed its opinion 

that the rmge of ztions to be t.ried by the Jury 
shonid be curtailed. 

On t.his occasion tbc Jndges have’ revoked t,he 
mles in relation to T&l of Dix-orcc p&ions and 
have dmwm fresh ones having. the efEect, of limitin”, 
Tao trial by Jury only petiCons in which Adultery i’, 
in issue. 

We think this is an improxxment. Desertion md 
%r~ement for Separation are issues for which the 
J@e is far more competent to decide. We 
holcever, that these new rules are not in the 

trust_ 
nature 

of the “Thin edge of the wedge” and that the issue 
“f Adlhry will SOOTI be taken from t.he Jury also. 
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The change made in civil actions is perhaps too 
dr&ie. 

Many of cur readers agree with the views express- 
ed in the Article on t,he subject appearing in 0111’ 
issne of 18th September. We should not be sur- 
prised to, hear, now the rules have been in action 
for i months. that the Bench too has modified its 
opinion. 

SUPREME COURT. 
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LEGAL EDUCATION. 
by 

J. C. Stephens, Esq. 

In my former article (B.F.N. Vol. 1 No. 8) I re- 
;ervecl for fnturc discussion the subjects of Con- 
ieyancing and Civil Proeed-are. It has since oc- 
:urred to me t,hat it wonld be better to deal vaith 
;he general subject of Prnaiee and with Convey- 
rneing and Courts Practice as part thereof. 

While the subject of Practice is of direct and 
;mmediate interest to the profession and the law 
student, we ought not to over-look the interests of 
the public. 

It makes for the dig&y and standing of the 
legal profession that it should be cornpi& of edw 
xted menu trusted by the public whom It serves. 
And confidence and. indeed. happiness, in profes- 
sional work is acquired in direct proportion to the 
extent to which the strident has obtained a know- 
ledge of the practical work of the profession, in ad- 
dition to geuersl theoretical knowledge of the sub- 
ject matters thereof. 

The public are entit,led by law to assume, and do 
assume, t,hat professional men are skilled in the 
practice of t~heir profession. How far is that aa 
sumption justified in the ease of the young man (or 
woman) just admitted t,o “the praetiee (!) of the 
law ’ ’ P 

The medical student acquires a knowledge of the 
practice of his profession from clinical leetnresl etc., 
the dental student receives instruction in meehanic- 
al and operative dentistry, am1 the engineering stu- 
dent must, before obtaining his degree, present cer- 
tifieates shewing that he has spent x defined period 
in engineering work of a practical nature. 

What is to oe said of the law stndent? 
Since. the abolition of articles, no att,empt has 

been made to ensure a knowledge of Practice until 
a few- yesrs ago. A man might receive a license 
t,o praetwz the profession of the law wit,hout know- 
ing how to drax the commonest of deeds or to eon- 
duet the simplest ,of cases. 
fair t,o t.he pzblie. 

That was certainly hot 
It v-as not e~?en fair to the man 

himself. Dwing the mar I had an assistant who 
had been G Civil Serrant. had stndied law and pass- 
ed his examinations. He spent six months in a 
practitioner’s o&e and then launched himself on 
the troubled sea of practice. And it was a troubled 
sea. He pract,ised in sereval conntry towns and 
he told me that it was a const,ant nightmare. I 
have been illformed that B certain ehuntry praeti- 
tioner (not in Otago!) never attempt,s to prepare 
documents relating to land uder the Property Law 
Bet, but sends them to the metropolitan town. Each 
of these men had a saving knowledge of his ignor- 
ance. What of ahose who have not? Is such a 
state of t,hings for the benefit of the public or 
creditable to the profession? 

SOUIC ~CUJY 0~ five years ago &II atempt was maae 
by the Senate of the New Zealand TJriversity to 
remedy this state of things. A new subject of 
Conveyancing was added Tao the prescription. Thii 
action was probably taken ns a result of a report 
by a Committee (consisting of Xr. C. P. Skerrett, 
Sir J. G. Findlay and Mr. Van Haast) of the Coun- 
cil of the Next Zealand Law Society made in 1919 
and adopted by that Council. In their report the 
Committee say “Members of the Council will agree 



that practical training shonld be required both of 
barristers and solicitors.” They recommended a 
paper on Convymeing “covering the practical 
work in both dwisions of property, the student be- 
ing required to have a competent knowledge of the 
simple forms in every day use and possibly being 
allowed to take into the examination room certain 
specified books.” They also said “it should be 
made plain that the same knowledge will be re- 
quired on the law of procedure, both civil and 
criminal.” 

In rr,y opinion, it is nlo~c nceessary that a can- 
didate for admission as a Solicitor, or: indeed as a 
barrister (for his work will combine both branches) 
shonld shew a knowledge of Conveyancing than a 
knowledge of the Practice aid Procedure of the 
Courts, and that necessit.y wiil not be removed bye 
last gear’s Land Transfer Act. His mistakes in 
the Courts will immediately discover themselves, 
whereas his mistakes in Conveyancing may be im- 
bedded in documents and remain undiscovered until 
it is impossible to correct, them. 

The Senate did not; howewr; make it compulsory 
to pass t,he cssmination. An alternative option 
was giwn to the student t,o present B Certificate 
from a teacher in a.11 Affiliated Institution that he 
has done work, to t,he satisfaction of the teacher, in 
tha preparat,ion of certain specified instruments. 
The prescription even for t,he paper is: in my opin- 
ion, considerably short of what is required, but 
t,he option, from t,he point of Tiew of ensuring know- 
ledge of Conveyancing Praeiice. and jndging it as 
actually exercised, is hopelessly bad. 

So far as the. gweral principles of Conveyancing 
are concerned, the knowledge of the student may, 
snd I think shonld, be tested b? examination in the 
same manner as the general principles of any other 
subject of the Conrse. In my opinion also no one 
can be said to have an adequate knowledge of Con. 
vzyancing; if that knowledge is confined to prepar- 
ing from memory a number of forms. &re know. 
ledge of forms could, perhaps, be better tested in 
the cla,ss ~““m than in the esamination r”“rnx if thg 
test is adequste. To .give to a student the matter 
required to be dealt with in n deed, and allow him 
to use the precedent books. would at least save him 
from so m.uch CPam. And I am inclined to agree 
with those who urge that that is a better and more 
adequate test than the ordinary met.hod of examine. 
tion. At the end of his final year: the Engineer. 
ing Student has to design a machine. Fift,eer, day8 
are allowed for this and the whole of it is done ix 
the esaminat,ion roonx But the studeut is at lib, 
erty to bring into the room and use. notes, texi 
books and works of reference. 

The option is certainly not a test of the know. 
ledge of Conveyancing principles, and as actual11 
exercised, at least in Otago. is not even a t~est of the 
knowledge of t,he specified forms. 

The system adopted in Dunedin in conneciior 
with the certificates is as follows: Each leeturei 
prepares eerta,in forms; gires his students a copy 
and explains genersllp t.he provisions contained ir 
them. In view. however. of the demands of hi! 
subject, only a very limited time can be devoted b3 
any teacher to sneh explanation. There is no er 
amination, term “P final. It will be seen, there 
fore, that the lecturer has little. if any? opport&~ 
of Judging whether a Certifiente ought to be grant 
ea. It is to@ much to expect him to conduct ax 
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oral examination when each student applies for a 
I certificate. As a fact, he does not do so. and yet, 

the Senate has required that the certificate is to be 
that the student “has done work to the satisfaction 
of the teacher” etc. I am not eritieising the tea- 
ehers at Otago University. Far from it. I say 
the system is impossible under existing conditions. 

It is on record that one conscientious teacher re- 
fused a certificate. Apart from that instance, t,here 
have been one hundred per eent,um of ~&~sses. That 
has not been the experienefz of the Esamincr in 
Conveyancing. It was understood in Dunedin 
(rightly or wrongly) when the sy&m of certificates 

I:’ 
was Introduced that it was only a temporary cx- 
pedlent, and that an examination would supersede 
it, but the two systems still go on. 

When the South Island Board of Examiners met 
in December, 1923, this question was discussed. 
Grave doubts were expressed by some as to whet,her 
the esaminst,ion syst,em was wholly adequate for 
testing a student,‘s knowledge of Conveyancing 
Practice. It was felt: how-w-cr, that t,hat was only 
one aspect of a larger question which required fur- 
ther consideration. But the Hoard came t,” the 
unanimous conclusion that. unrler existing oondi- 
tions, the provision for obtaining a certificate 
should be abolished and that every candidate should 
pass an examination. This resolution was for- 
warded to the Senate who sabmittcd it to the tea- 
chers of the A,.iliated Collews. I understand the 
teachers failed to agree &d t,herc the matter 
stands. 

At its annual meeting in 1924, the Otogo Law 
Society unanimously approved of the proposal to 
abolish the certificate, the resolution being support- 
ed by the teachers at Otago University all of whom 
are members of that So&Q 

It may be noted that the result of abolishing t,he 
certificate would be. so fsr as concerns examina- 
tion, to place Conveyancing in t,he same p&lion 
as the Practice and Proccdnre of the Courts, and 
that the town student would uot have an advantage 
over the country student. 

There is another subject which finds no place in 
the prescription and knowledye of which. I think. 
urgently requires attention. I refer t,o the Prin- 
ciples of -4dvoeaey. I presume that no one will 
deny that the present system of allowing a student 
to pick up his knowledge of this subject where he 
can, and as he cares, is very nndesirable in the in- 
terests alike of the student and the public. Many 
cases are won vhieh should be lost and many are 
lost which should be won. owinz to the 

t blunders of the counsel engaged th&ein. It 
may be said tha Ad\-oeaey is nothing but ii 

. a combination of common sense and experi- 1 ~;!I: 
i ence. That is true of tha successful and es- ‘;I 
: p&aced advocate. The student may have some :. 

degree of common sense. but he has no sxpe&nce, 
1 and he will surely be’vastly bcn&cd by having his 

attention dire&d to rules which are based on the 
practice of those who have been leaders at the Bar. 

leaders would probably ad& + 
manv secret heart-burninrs. 

count of blnnders realised to” late. but avoidable, 
if some instruction had been given to them before q 
they commenced their work at the Bar. In other 

k 
a 

countries ~a barrister obtains some knowledge of 
Advocacy br acting as Juni& Counsel. In New 
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Zea.land very few have that advantage. King’s 
Counsel arc the only seniors who can afford the 
lIM.Xy. 

Opposition to the inclusion of Advocacy in the 
course will probably be based on the difficultly of 
giving instruction. This difficulty is more appar- 
ent than real. One of t.he lecturers at Otwo Uni- 
versity has prepared a set of lectures on t<is snb- 
ject and he proposes to delirer them gratis nest 
year to such of the Otngo Students as care to at- 
t.end to hear them. The syllabus takes the student, 
through preparing for t,rial, and the whole course 
of the t.rial from start to finish, in&ding such de- 
tails as cross-examination in gencrnl and with rc- 
ferallee to vwious special classes of witnesses and 
evidence, contradicting one’s own witness. impeaeh- 
ing credit of witnesses and choice of jarymen. 

The simple tenth is that, at the present time: the 
average student knows notching of this impovt.ant 
subject. He does not know how to prepare his 
evidence. or how to open a case for Plaintiff or De- 
fendant in the proper manner. The majority do 
not know what is a leading question. This state of 
affairs, in the interest.s of t.hc profession and the 
public generally, should not be allowed to continue. 

But, are these reforms sufficient? I am quite 
satisfied that they are not. Thcv ougnt t.o be 
ndopt~ed, bat. in addition, there sho&d be the same 
provision for practical work es in the other pro- 
fessions. Much benefit may be obtained from lee. 
Qaures on Practice, especially on general principles, 
but the best and, indeed, the only completely e&e. 
tive, way to learn how to do any kind of work is fo 
do it. The student may, for instance, be taught 
the general structure of a deed and the reasons for 
the form of the clanses contained therein, but ht 
will never really assimilate t,his knowledge until hc 
has passed some time preparing snch deeds under 
supervision. There are. moreover. innumerable de. 
tails of the every day hfe of a lawyer which ear 
only be learnt in an office. 

I believe that the great majority of the member: 
of our profession will agree with me when I sag 
that adequate practical training can only be re 
wived in ttle office and cannot be gained in th( 
University. Medical and Denta. students do no 
receive their practical training in t,he Universit: 
class rooms. In the case of the medical strident 
t~he clinical instruction is given m t,he hospital an< 
with reference to concrete eases. So in the CBS 
of the dental student. he reeei\-es both practical an< 
theoret.icsl training in the same build&. but, as tl 
the practical training. only because the building i 
itself used as a dental hospital. And here agail 
the work is with reference to concrete eases. Ths 
Engineering Student does his practical work out 
side the University College altogether. xi”. VOI 
Haast says in his article (B.F.N. p. F2) “one of t,hh 
chief evils of the present system is the abolition 
of articles and the failure to pro\-ide for compuisor: 

,training for the profession.” Articles, of courst 
ape served :% the office. It is safe i.1 sap: also, t,hai 
when the Committee of the New Zealand Law Sot 
iety referred to practical training, they meant trair 
ing in an office. In this democratic conntry some 
thing may be said for the abolition of articles, i 
any ease it is hopeless to expect them to be restore? 
It is essential, however, in the interests, alise of th 
profession and the public, that legal educatio 
should be placed in the same position as in the othe 
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#rofessions by providing for compulsory practical 
raining. 

When should such training commence? Here 
here is room for much difference of opinion. xl-. 
Ton Haast, for instance: states as the ideal, that 
he law student should give his whole time to his 
:gel training devoting himself solely to University 
TOM in term time and working in an office during 
mation. He admits, however, that rhis is not 
fractical politics. Others suggest that the student 
hould finish his arts subjects before entering an 
‘4&e. 

It must be admitted t,hat students who spend 
hei? whole time at, the University. mixing. with 
tudmt~s of othw faitlllties. gain an fdnllcatmn: a 
ronde+ng of their mendal outlook, altogether 
[part from the specific snbjects of their st,ni.ies. 
itudents vho spend their days in offices cannot 
ain that benefit i’xm~ Unircrslty life t,o Ihe same 
;xtent. 

Notwithstanding the loss snstained by their pa?. 
.ial isolation. it, is my ooinion. ‘based on observa- 
:zon extending over a” l&g period of years. of st,n- 
lends during their student days and their aficr lift;. 
:hat it is desirable t,hat the office iraining should be 
:ommenccd at as early an age as possible. Theory 
end practice should bc studied t~ogether. but, in ad- 
lition, I am convinced that in his office life. a stn- 
lent, besides acquiring n knowledge of the innumer- 
lblc details which make up the daily life of the 
Lawyer (at least, the general practitioner) also ac- 
Ip.ures, almost nnconseientiously, a mental bent 
which is of immense value in learning t.he principles 
,f law and also in solriny the problems which will 
be brought before him in after life. He lives in a 
icgal at,mosphere. 

The system adopt,ed in other connt,ries map be 
quoted against me. I can only say t~hat my opin- 
ion has been formed. not from theoretical reason- 
ing b&t from practical observation. And, before 
citing those other countries: one must have regard 
to the conditions there prevailing and t,he evolntion 
of legal education in tliose countries. Articles 
exist in them alL for solicitbls and that presupposes 
office t,raining. lint they connote. further? a limit- 
ed class. In addition to the art&d ~elerks there 
arc B large number of paia cierks. In New- Zea- 
land all clerks are on the same plare. In t,he case 
nf the barrister. any comparison must have refer- 
ence to historical development. 

I conclude by directing attention t,o t,he estima- 
t,ion of our system held in Victoria. In t,hnt State. 
any barrister or solicitor of the Supreme Court of 
England. Scotland or Ireland. or any of t,he other 
States of the Commonmealt~k nmty be admitted to 
praciice withrnt -examination or serriee under al= 
titles. A barrister or Solicitor of the Supreme 
Court of xew Ze&nd who has been in the empl‘3y- 
merit of a practising barrister z&d solicitor of the 
Supreme Vourt of Victoria for five years immediate- 
ly preceding his application may npon passing in 
fire legal subjects be admitted to practice as a bar- 
rister and solicitor in Victoria. For this bit of 
information I am indebted to Xr. J. B. Callan. It 
requires no comment. 
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LONDON LETTER. 
The Temple. London. 

My Dear N.Z., 22nd Juiy, 1925. 
At the moment of writing t.he Tasmanian apple 

case, of which I hart promised yea a full note has 
just been decided in favonr of the Shipowners. It 
has been long in the hearing and numerous experts 
have been called. No doubt the substance depend- 
ing on the issue is large, in proportion to the lengt~h 
and cost of the hearing. at any rate I hope so: 
for there is a growing feeling in t,his country that 
there are no bounds. but, should be, to the propor- 
tions which litigation achieves these days. In 
truth. I think the complaint is less justified at the 
moment than it mighty have been a short while ago. 
When, hoverer, business is booming, we are apt not 
to hear the complaints; it is when t,hc slump comes 
that we hear the candid :rnt,h and are made to rea- 
lise, or led to believe, that it is our own fault in the 
past if there is no work in the present.. -4 client 
put it to me thus, recently; of an honourable and 
honest profession, the junior barrister is the least 
expensive and the most deserving worker and the 
solicitor is lit~tle, if anything, behind him. But the 
Big Leaders are nlt,ogether inexcusable, as to t&e 
fees they ask and the flwting minutes t,hcy devot,e 
to the csse. There is undoubtedly much to be said 
for this popular contention; and though, as I say, 
it is truer of our prosperous past than of our lean 
present. there is foundat,ion for the suggestion t.hat 
litigous business has to a great. extent been killed 
by t.he demands made upon it by our “stars”. In 
which contest I may appropriately call your at&n. 
tion to the still further: but presumably far from 
final: proceedings in the arbit,rntion between the Go- 
vernment of Kelantan. ir, Blalaya, and the Duff De. 
velopment Syndieat,e. They are reported in Tues. 
day morning’s “Times,” July 21st, and you will 
if you read the report, note the gentle sarcasm oi 
Ruse11 J.‘s reference to Mr. Upjohn’s 25 hours’ ar, 
gument and it,s alleged superficial and prefatory 
nat.ure ! Be it very far from me to charge such 0: 
our great men, as Upjohn KC. and Simon H.C., wit? 
the fault of protraction. It is the fact, however 
that the complaint, t,o which I have referred am 
which is non very prernlent. and likely to becorm 
more so in t~he near future: attaches itself most t, 
the eases in which these luminaries shine. I wil 
not.e the Tasmanian Apple ease fo; you in my nex 
letter: I have not had the opportunity of seein: 
my friend, engaged in it, since the judgment. 

I have dealt with the foregoing issnes in earl& 
letters: and the further matter I hare to discuss i 
also in context,s alresdy dealt wit.h. It is withi] 
ten days of the Long Vaest.ion_ essentially a periot 
mhen new mat,ters do not originate but outstanding 
mat,ters recrudesce. for completion or at least fo 
adjournment. The purifying of press reports, o 
unpleasar,r proceedings in the Courts, achier-es it 
first crisis in Lord Darling’s “Act to regnlate th’ 
publicat,ion of reports in judicial proceedings il 
such manner as to prevent injury to public morals” 
it is_ of course. only a Bill as yet; the “Daily Nil 
ror” regards it with despair and the “Westminste 
Gazette” refers to it as Lord Darling’s latest joke 
In parenthesis vve may remark that Lord Darling’ 
reputation oscillates between that of a thoroughl: 
successful and distinguished Judge and that of iw 

neonsequent and ex:en inconsiderable humourist ; 
ertainly he has always va.ried and still varies in 
he quality of nis work, but the ups and downs of 
lis reputation are nttribut,able rat,her to the vary- 
ng popularity of his enterprises; and no one can 
deny his undiminishing vitality throughout. -4part 
ram t,he above-,,xntioned joumalsl and some others 
vho take the like view, we obscrvc an orientation 
bf opinion in favonr of stern rneasu~~s, on the part 
tf a large section of the press which has hithcrt~o 
lot been enthusiastic in the eausc of its own reform. 
rhe motive seems to be a pride in onr nwvspapers, 
1s compared with those of for&n conntrics; the 
wxllt 1s likely to bc a greater chauw of success for 
sir Evelyn Cecil’s campaign t,han wy::s ant,icipated 
L few months back. As to ally other sxlbjeets; long 
:ontemplatcd for discussion and now being critical- 
,y discussed, I may best refer you to t,he very full 
:eDort of the nnnunl Meeting of our Solicitors’ In- 
:orporated Law So&t,?-: w!lich took place on Fri- 
lay, 10th July, and is fully rrport,cd in this week’s 
‘Law Journal” (July IS) at pn,gc 664. You will 
;here see a full account intm alin, of the new dewl- 
,pments of our Poor Persous’ I’roeadmc and of the 
tiffienlties which it involves and of the advantages 
which it promises. 

An incident of lnst wrek w-as t,hc arrest of n 
perfectly respectable and nnoffculing oti?ccr, in cir- 
xmstances xrv similar Tao the first, st,ages of the 
Back scandal o-f years ago. Rut, except for the 
curious coineidcncc of a mist,aken ident~ity on the 
part of a woman complaining of being robbed by a 
casual_ male acquaintance. there is little of real 
similarity bet~wccn the 3dolph Beck Case and last 
week’s Major Sheppard Cast. There was no 
occasion for t,he press. still less for a learned City 
Recorder, to go int,o hysterics in the matter. True. 
upon the gallant officer’s arrest. t,hc police officials 
were so cowinced t,hnt, he was the low miscreant 
they were after that no trouble was t~aken immedi- 
ately to examine their victim’s proofs of identity. 
Their eonduet is.going to bc enquiwd into; and the 
enquiry has (if It be required) my approral, upon 
the simple grounds that,, if you do not, have an oeea- 
sional brush round with execntive ofiieers in general 
and police officers in particular, they are apt to 
break away from a modcrate and careful exercise 
of their powers. But Adolph Beck. you will re- 
member, served one long sentence and was well on 
his way with another. before the tragic mistake was 
discovered. His years of suppressed infuriation 
and mental anguish at his imprisoned innocence 
l-ardly bear thinking of : they were reluctantly com- 
pensated. 170~ will rceall. by a beggarly thousand 
pounds or two: as if a year alone of any man’s 
liberty was not wort.h ten times that sum! I eon- 
sider it something of an insults added to injury. to 
this victim of our country’s unsoeakable eareless- 
ness. t,o proclaim the moment.ary. if intense. diseom- 
fort of Xajor Shgppard (who was discharged be- 
fore he even got into the dock) a disaster of com- 
parable magnitude. With all sympathy for the 
latter’s misfortunel it may be said, from the point 
of view of public interest, t.hat his ease only goes 
to show how the sufferings -f Adolph Beck and their 
effect upon the popular imagination have secured 
for all of us; Major Sheppard included_, ultimate 
security and 1ibert.y preserved if we happen to be 
innocent men. 

(To be concluded in oup next issue.) 
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I:~ ,: THE MOUAT CASE. 

The latter’s story, BJ related in his “nSw”In statements 
to the Police, W&S that upon arriving iIomo nod going to 
bed, some aryment ensued eoneeming >n”ney troubles. but 
that they both wont to sleep ,m.eeably for the night. ‘That 
next morning she left the house intending to meet another 
woman in Cathedral Squsre, to then go on to her father’s 
home in Christchurch, possibly spend the night there, and 
i” any eYent to go on next day by train to Purak;n*i in 
“tag”, vhsre Xouat:s mother lived. That when she passed 
out of his gate about haif-past nine on the morning of the 
19th February it -n-as the last time he hsd seen her. 

NM. Mouat has never been seen since, but wx,,e thirtr- 
one bones rrer.? found in the back eardcn of hIoust’s r&i. 

mate1y “f xrs. Momt% sta,ture. This must admittedi,- 
have been “piniOn evidenee “niy, but was not contradicted 
and no serious orosa-examin&tion ~9s directed tonards dis- 
turbing its fundamentd hvpotheses. 

The other arailable evidence consisted in facts 8s to 
&IOU&~‘S evasive snd otherwise errntie conduct subsequent 
to tnc night of the alleged murder, but there xms nothing 
m the way of direct eonfesrion of guilt or statement that 
Mrs. Mouat was dead. 

(a) That the total smount of blood (deposed to by 
one expert as aboot one teaqoonfui) entitled the 
jury to infer thar no deadly weqon had been 
used but that death aas caused bp the use of 
brute stren@h. 

(cj That au tie evidence showed a&eti”n between 
the parties. 

(d) That on the evening of the 19th February> both 
rere friendly and happy together. 

lTNIQHTLY NOTES. September 29, 1925. 
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Report of University Commission on 
Legal Education. 

The report of ule University Commission which Tva hid 
cm the table of the souse Of Representatives 
tember is a valuable document. 

on 9th Sep- 
The legal profession aiil 

natursrily be most interested in that section of it which 
deals with legal education which the Commissioners my is 
at prosent upon aa unsa+isfactarY footing. The Commis. 
sioners say:- 

“Members of in ‘p~ofesaion 
three rImi” q”ali~entions: 

should be distinguished by- 
(I) Thq- have undergone a sound 

and liberal course of gcncro, oduention; (2) they hwc 
received an intensive training Of high qudity in the prin- 
cinler and in the arscticc of their am&,, work: and 131 

to ~profeasionai conduct. It is essential, therefore,-that 
the sehemc cf eduoation for entrants to a profession of the 
first rank should be generansiy planncd snd administered, 
rind that a more or less cmpiricnl knomicdge of the tech- 
niq”c Of practice in the various branches of the profession, 
superimposed upon a slender equipment of goneral know- 
ledge and of prineipies ~houid not bc aece~ted as sstisfae- 

OE 
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In our judgment, the true demoerati~ viea is that the 
:ommunity shonid be able to command the services of well- 
:dueated qmiaiistr a,s its lawyers; that their training sbonld 
JE ealeulated to produoe broadly and thoroughly trained 
?xpcrtl; and tbat the facilities for cdueation provided bg 
the State should be such that this professional training 
is within the reach of a!& without respect of class 07 finan- 
:id position. Now Zeaisnd provides so liberally for edu- 
xtion bepond the primary stage that an7 poting man or 
young aemm of abiiitp nno is prepared to make a ma.son- 
able sacrifice can, with the beip of ‘free places and seholar- 
ships obtain enzrance to any calling ahieh demands as a 
q”aliiicatlon a co”r‘se of higher education. 

tTNIGHTLY NOTES. __-__ 
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FORENSIC FABLES. 
No. 8. 

THE ZEBLOUS CLERK WHO OVERDID IT. 

A Silk: whose Profession&l -4et~irities WEPC not 
LS Est,ensire as t~hey had been. was Sitting in his 
fhsmbers Cmtemplating Some Elderly Papers 
nhich Represent,ed Struggles of the Past. He was 
hnmensely Cheered when his Zealons Clerk Inform- 
?d him that. an Old Client had Twxed up with a 
Brief. The Zealous Clerk Confided to the Silk 
:hst he thought he could get it Marked np to 
l!wenty-Five. The Silk Directed that the Old 
Xent should bc shown in Bt Once. The Old Client 
xid he mm Afraid it, was a Smull Sffair. bnt he 
wonld be &eat.ly Obliged if the Silk xould give it, 
his Persoml attention. It, X.YBS n Common Jury, 
fixed for Nest Nonday. The Silk, Winking Slighht- 

-7 

ly at his Zealous Clerk. asked him to Look a: the 
Book and See what. his Engagements were for that 
Day. The Zealous Clerk produerd n Large Diary. 
Scanned it with A4tt&tion. and Found that Monday 
was Free, except for the Priry Council ease. which 
would probably not be Reached. R Special .Jury. 
which he was sure Sir John, WonId Azrer to Ad- 
jouvn. and thr Pnrt-Heard hcforc the Knr C’nmprn- 
sation Court, in which they had a (~‘apahle dnnior: 
Tlpsr Causes and Matters Exislnl ONI>- it> the 
Imagination of the Zea~lous Vlerl$; irnt~ 111: /11pwl 
they would Crcatc ix l~~~ourabln lu~m&m 01, the 
Mind of the Old Client. Vnfortunately the Old 
Clients was so St,artled hr these Xanp Calls upon 
the Time of the Silk that. he Took the Brief Away 
and Delivered it to Somebody Else. 0. 

Wxal: Draw It Nild. 



A Valuable New Edition 

under the Author’s personal supervision. 

FRASER’S 
LIBEL SLANDER 

Sixth Edition 

I 925 

by 

SIR HUGH FRASER’S world on the PRIN- 
CIPLES AND PRACTICE OF THE LAW 
OF LIBEL AND SLANDER has long been re- 
cognised as the leading work on the subject. The 
announcement, therefore, of a new edition, which 
carefully retains the form .and characteristics of the 
previous edition, is an event of special importance 
to all legal practitioners. The effect of all recent 
legisl Ition and Cases is carefully taken into ac- 
count, and it is to be noted that the valuable Appen- 
dix “A,” which contains practical suggestions on the 
conduct of a civil action, has been brought into 
conformity with the existing state of the law. 

Butterwortb 8i: Co., (Amt.) Ltd. 
40-5 1 Balltince St., Wellington. 
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New Zealand 

Law Reports. 

BECOME A SUBSCRIBER ,BND SAVE TIME 

.4ND TROUBLE. 

0 
N .Z. Rules, Regulations 

and By-Laws. 
1883-1924. 

0 Bound and Indexed from 1910 to 1924. 

THE COUSCIL OF LAW REPORTING FOR 

NEW ZEALAND has pleasure in advising the 

profession that it has made arrangements with 

Messrs Butterwort,h 6; Co. (Australia) Limited 

for the re-print of Volumes of the Law Reports 

which have been out of print,. Complete Sets 

of the Rep&s from 1883.1924 are now 

available. 

Annual Subscription 35/- 

The object of this publication is to 
supply Legal Practitioners with a 
reprint of those Rules of Court, 
Regulations under Act of Parlia- 
ment, By-Laws, etc., which are of 
general interest an.d practical 
utility. immediately after publica- 
tion of the Government Gazette. 

A WORK TIXT SHOULD BE IN EVERY 

LIBRARY. 

LAW BOOK CO. OF N.Z., LTD. 
DIGESTS: 

ELECTRIC BUILDINGS, 52 FORT STREET, 

AUCKLAND. 
The Digest of C~SCS bctwxn 1861 rind 1902 is 

also arailnble for parchase. 

The Consolidated Digest from 1903 to 1923 in- 

clnsive is in course of prepnrntion and nearly 

complete. It will be available for issue shortly. 

CURRENT REPORTS : 

?Jemlrnrs of I ho pwfwsion am reminded t,hat 

the subscription to these &ports is still f3 3s.: 

postage extra. 

P.0. BOX 472 :: WEWGTON. 

C. H. TREADWELL. 

Ti-&%SUPX. 
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