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THE WIFE’S RIGHTS IN THE MATRIMONIAL HOME. 
I. 

T . HE feminists seem hardly to have noticed the vic- 

L 
tory they have won in relation t,o n wife’s rieht,s t,” 
ocd;py the matrimonial home after she h& been 

deserted by her huband. The initial advance came 
when Lord &Ierrimsn, P., in King v. King, [IQ411 2 All 
E. R’. 103: refused to accept, the proposition that in all 
rircumst~ances the husband has the right t,o determine 
where the matrimonial home shall be ; and the matter 
wag further dealt with by Denning, L. J., in Dulzn Y. 
Dunn, [1948] 2 All E. R. 822, where he said that each 
spouse is entitled t,” an equal voice in t,he ordering of 
a,ffairs which are their common concern ; and, if the 
ordering of affairs, which we their common oonoern, 
should be frustrated by the unreasonableness of one or 
the other, and this lads to e. separation between them, 
then the party vhho has produced the separation by 
reason of his “7 her nnreasona,blo behaviour is guilty of 
desert,ion. But, that NBS merely a beginning of the 
recognit,ion of 8 wife’s place in the home. 

Then, & deserted wife began to be protected on her 
remaining in the matrimonial home, and the continuance 
of her oooupstion therein, in general, became sssnred. 
It, is not our purpose to follow, in detail, the tortuous 
path taken in decisions relating t,o the right of a wife to 
remain in the matrimonial home after she has been 
deserted by her husband. These decisions deal with the 
wife’s right, as against the deserting husband, to remain 
in the matrimonisl home ; her right to remain there 
against her deserting husbad’s assignees, and her right 
to remain there against the landlord when the matri- 
monial home is occupied under a tena,ncy. (The latter 
class of case has been looked after in s. 41 (2) of the Ten- 
ancy Act, 1948, by the protection of 8, deserted wife as if 
she-and not her husband-were the holder of the ten- 
ancy.) 

In Thomjxon v. Earth.y, [la511 2 K.B. 696; [1951] 
2 ,811 E.R. 235, Roxburgh, J., held that a deserted 
wife does not acquire any legal or equitable right to 
remain in occupa,tion of t,he matrimonia~l home so as to 
affect a purchaser even with notice of the wife’s desertion 
and her continued occupancy. The complacency of de- 
serting husbands soon received some rude shocks at the 
hands of t,he Courts in England. This judgment was soon 
disagreed wit,h, and a spate of decisions followed. A lit& 
later oame Bendnll v. McWh~irter, [1952] 2 Q.B. 466; 
[I9521 1 All E.R.. 1307, in which the Court, of Appeal held 
that a, wife ha a lega,l right to remain in occupation of the 
m&ximonial home after her desertion, aa she is a con- 
tractual licensee who ha,s an interest Mid in equit,y 

against. the success”rs in t,itle to her husband, the 
licenser, and that, the trustee in bankruptcy of the 
husbrmd could not, disregard t,he wife’s interest : a 
decision which promptly att,racted a considerable body 
of criticism and a resulting 1,iterature of its own. Then, 
Upjohn, J., in Lloyd8 Bank, Ltd. v. Oliwr’s Tmstee, 
[1953] 2 All E.R. 1443, held thnt the earliest moments a,t 
which a wife’s right,s as against her husband’s assignees 
of the matrimonial home arose was when her husband 
deserted her ; and this date has a, considerable effect 
on the rights of a mortgagee who has a leg&I charge ; 
as it w&9 held t,h%t 8, wife’s right or privilege does not 
hold good against a person having a legal mortgage 
orated before the date when the deserbion occurred. 
In Barclay9 Bank, Ltd. v. Bird, [1954] 1 Ch. 274 ; 119541 
1 All E.R. 449, Harman, J., followed that, deoision, and 
ext,ended it to nn equitable mortgage. In Bradley- Hole v. 
Cssen, [1953] 1 Q.B. 300 ; [1953] 1 All E.R,. 87, the Court, 
of Appeal unanimously t,o”k t,he view that the wife’s 
right’ ~wa,s not an equitable one, but that the husband was 
under a purely personal obligation to his wife, depending 
on the relationship of husband and wife, to permit, 
her to remain in the home. B more recent decision 
of t,he Court of Appwl, Tess B. Woodcock and Sons, 
Ltd. Y. Hobbs, [1955] 1 All E.R. 445, held, by a majority, 
that a bona fide pnrchaser for value with notice that a 
deserted wife is in occupation of the matrimonial home 
takes title subject t,o the wife’s right of ocoupancy. 

The foregoing briefly indicates the extent of the 
problems which Bendrlll Y. McWhirter, when it de- 
cided that, the deserted wife had a right to remain 
in t,he matrimonial home, has raised; in particular, 
whether the Uife’s right gives rise t,o a merely personal 
right and a personal obligation of the husband, binding 
only on him and t,hose who acquire all clogs or fetters 
or liabilities affecting the home in the husband’s hands, 
or whether it is an equitable proprietary right in the 
matrimonial home itself. I f  it be the latter, then third 
parties, such ihs & purchaser or a, mortgagee, would be 
bound by it unless they could show that they had 
acquired the property in occupation of the deserted 
wife xvit,hout, notice of the wife’s claim. 

Until recently, t,he Courts in Xew Zealand have 
happily been spared an excm~us on the questions 
raised by t,he English judgments on the topic of the 
right of pi deserted wife to remain in the nmtrimonial 
home as against her husband or his a,ssignees. But in 
a recent judgment, Shakespear Y. Atkinson (to be re- 
port’ed), an appeal from t,he decision of a Magistrate, 
Mr. Justice Finlay had bhe unenviable task of pioneering, 
in this country, what he termed 
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*II espect of the Iav which has beon recognized cd mm 
erpmssion only in very recent ye*m.* 

solicitors for the respoctiw parties were concerned iu 

And His Honour added : 
the usuz~l way. The price agreed upon rnra S2,000, 

In t,he ooum of its development it hes invaded the lam 
of which El00 was t,reated as paid aa a. deposit. (That 

applidde to th” *ale and p”relme of red este3, and its applic- 
va,s t,he sum which t,he respondent,‘s husband owed 

*bmy, or th” limit of its itppLdlility, to tilst brs,mh Of the the appellant?8 husbsnd for some discs Trhich he bad 
Imv has not wt been asoertained by ultimate euthorit~-. 

In an exben&e review of the authorities to dat,e, His 
bought from t,he k&or.) The agreement provided for 
completion on June 30, l!XI, upon which dlstc possession 

Honour cites the most recent of t’he case8, Jess B. wa,s to be given and mken. 
woodcock and sons, Ltd. v. Hobbs, [1956] 1 All E.R. 
445, in which a majority of the Court of Appeal held 

It is now necossa,ry to return to the history of the 

tha,t a bona fide purchaser for value of the matrimonial 
relationship betweela t,he respondent and her husband. 

home with notice that a deserted wife is in occupation, 
On November 2il l!W, a complaint under t,ho 

takes subject to the wife’s right of occupancy-a ques- 
Destitot,e Person8 Act, 1910, \WLS made by the re- 

tion which arow in l&nine in the case which His Honour 
spondent, and lodged in the Magist~r&s’ Court. Pro- 

had to decide. 
ceedings were thus, upon the footing of that, complaint. 

As this troublesome question has 80 far progressed 
Commenced for 5 separation order and maintenance. 

in the Court,s it, would appear that the new doctrine, 
On December 22, 1953, & caveat aas lodged by t,he re- 

vhioh has evolved from the judgment,s, has created 
spondent, a,gainst t,he t,itle to the property which t,he 

far greater problems than it has solved. However 
appellant had agreed to buy. The interest sought to 

that may be, we are indebted to Mr. Justice Finlay 
be protecbed by the axat \vas described as ” an in- 

for the long and detailed scrutiny to which he hss 
terest, by virtue of an implied tmst.” The presencr of 

subject,ed the series of judgments which have so far 
t’he caveat’ was discorered when the appellant,‘8 solioit,ors 

appeared. He felt himself bound t,o follow the judgment 
made a search of the title on February 26, 1953. Cntil 

of the majority in the Woodcock owe, but he would h&x 
then, t,ho appellant w-as unaware of any trouble or 

preferred that t,he ease before him should have been 
difficulty. Up t,o that point, t,he t,ransact,ion was in 

removed into our Court of Appeal 80 that that judgment 
every nay normal and the appellant, had 110 reason 

could have been reviewed by a Court of co-ordinate 
to suspect t,hat the respondent and her husband wwe 

jurisdiction with the Court which decided it by & 
not, living tog&her in the home in the ordinary wtty. 

majority. 
Meantime, litigation between t,he respondent and her 

II. 
husband was proceeding, In February, 1953, what, 
w&b: called an interim maintenance order wa made 

Now, for the f&s of Shakespear v. Atkinson, which in the Ilfagistrates’ Court in favour of t,he respondent, 
w&s an appeal from a Maeistrate’s decision in f&vow against her husband. In June, 1963, a divorce wit 
of the wivifk; the respondent-in the Supreme Court, : 

The appellant was the purchaser from the husband of 
t,he respondent of a house in which husband and wife 
and their family had lived for about ten years. 

In February, 195.2, the husband, while still to some 
extent living in the mittrimonial home, stopped meeting 
the household expenses and expressly refused t,o pay 
such expenses in the future. He was living elsewhere 
for intermittent periods, but returned home frequent,ly, 
living and sleeping there for periods of days and re- 
taining there his personrd clothing and effects. 

In June, 1952, or, perhaps, later, t,he husband left 
the matrimonial home, taking his clothing. He then 
took up his permanent residence elsewhere exclusively. 
By November, 195.2, the husband ha,d finally quitted 
the family home, and he w&9 not contributing to the 
maintenance of his wife and family. In that month, 
he entered into negotietions with t,he appellant for the 
sa,le to him of t,he house which had been the matrimonial 
home, and which was still t,he residence of the re- 
spondent. The appellant visited the house when the 
husband \~&8 t,here, but knew nothing of the dis- 
harmony bet,ween the respondent and him or of any 
disnlption in their matrimonisl relationship. After 
inspecting the house, the terms of its sale and purchase 
were verbally discussed and an agreement was reached, 

In due coume an agreement in writing, dated Decem- 
ber 8,1952, b&wee” the respondent’s husband as vendor 
and the appellant as purchaser wais drawn and executed. 
In prepaation and completion of this agreements the 

biought by the respondent’s husband against, her was 
dismissed by t’he Supreme Court,, and, in the folloving 
month, a separation order on the ground of wilful 
failure to nmintain w&a made by an Auckland Megis- 
trate. In Xovember, 1953, what was called a per. 
nmnent maintenanoe order w&s made, requiring the 
respondent’s husband to pay her maintensnce at the 
rate of $2 a week. There-as between the respondent 
and her husband-matters still stand. 

Sow t,o return to the history of the house trsneoetion : 
When t,he appellant’s solicitors became a,rvare of the 
cave&t, t,hev at once oalled upou the solicitor for the 
respondent’; husband t,o have it removed. Apparent,ly 
he was unable to do this, for he suggeested that a transfer 
be bendered for registration as, upon it,s presentation 
for registration, he thought the cweat would ho allow-ed 
to lapse, as it, or a similar caveat had been allowed to 
lnpse in respect, of other part,8 of the property which 
had been sold by the respondent’s husband and had 
been ma,de the subject of transfers to purchasers. 

At this point there was some unexplained delay, 
but ultimately the solicitor for the respondent’s hus- 
band was asked by the appellant’s solicitors to a,gree 
t,o a rescission of the agreement and bo axrsnge for pa,y- 
malt, to t,he appellant, of the 8um treated as paid by way 
of deposit. This request,. could not be met, because 
the respondent’s husband was without sufficient funds. 
In oonsequence a new arrangement mss made. It 
w&s a,greed that, the price should be reduced to f1,675 ; 
and it, wa,s arranged t,hat t,he purchase mono)’ was to be 
paid to the appellant’s solicitors to be held by them 
in trust u&l ~the t,ransfer had been registered, when. 
of course, it was believed the appellant’s titles woul,d be 
indefeasible. Registrat,ion necessarily involved the 
prior lapse of the caveat. The purchase money was’to’be 
paid to the vendor only when the tra,n?fer W&s registered. 
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not acquire any lqal or equitable int,ereut in the premises 
so as to bind them in the hands of a purchaser even 
with not,ice of t,he desertion and of the wife’s ocoup~ncy. 
He held, in conxetyuence, tha,t when it husband, who ‘is 
iu desertiou, sells the home constituting t,he matrimonial 
home the purchaser, on prooi’ of his title. is entitled to 
an order for possession aga,inst, t,he wife. 

It, was that case, His Honour oont,inued, which Shall, 
J ~ followed in Nwnnan v. Thoma, [1953] V.L.R,. 111. 
The first suggesbion of h differnIt, view had already 
emerged in ErGrgton v. Er~@ton,: I.lUSZ] 1 K.B. 290 : 
[I9521 I A11 E.R,. 149. Th ere Denning, 1,. J.) emmciat,cd 
the doctrine that, a deserted wife in occupation of the 
matrimonial home has an interest, cognizable in equit,y, 
in the house. He defjned a deserted wife in such circum- 
stances as being not, a tenant of the husband or a bare 
licensee, but, a lioennee wit,h n special right,. He held 
that her position was such t,hat her husband could not 
turn her out except by ain order of t,he Court, under s. 17 
of the Xuried Women’~ Prop&y Act, 1882 (Eng.) 
(s. I!J of our Married Women’s Property Act, 1952). 
i9bington V. &‘rrington. was not R case between a husbslld 
and wife ; a,nd, iu any ca,se, there was in it ain enforce. 
able oontmct, upon wui\ich a right, to occupancy aould he 
founded. Howewr, Denning, L. J.: in the course of 
his judgment adverted t,o the rights of a deserted vife 
and referred t,o Thowq~son v. &wtnrthyI LlU:il] 2 K.B. 596; 
[1951] 2 811 E.H. 23.5, n&h axne disapprobation as being 
in conflict with ,Fonter v. ~Robimon, [I9513 1 K.B. 14’3 ; 
[1950] 2 All F.11. 342. Whnt he raid in that relation 
was clearly obifw. Hodson. L.J., expressly refrained 
from adopting t,his reasoning, and hold that t,he persons 
conccmed were licomees with a tight under personal 
contract t,o remai 11. The lea,rnerl Judge went on t,o say : 

As K. E. Xegnrry poinbcd out in the 6X Ido Quarterly 
&&x0. :Ji!J, 383, this adverse eamment of lknning, L.J., 
011 Thon~pwr?~ v. Ihl& diaregedd the judgments of the Court 
of Queen’s HOlId in Dot d. M&an 7. O&,, ,l846J 8 c&R. 
RX4 ; 11; E.R. I I%, in which it, ans held that any rule which 
pmventd a husbend suing his wife for possession did not 
inhibit Jo,,,, Ooefrom suingthr rift. Mr. Mega~rry’s cDmme,lt 
tJm6 the posijitinn uf u I& pumh*aur aught to be u jorliwi 
thet of n fiet~iknrs lessee is pertinent and foroeful, if I m&y ho 
BI,“uw~ to SRY 80. 
Following .&+$0-n v. I~rringtm. 119521 1 K.B. 290 ; 

[19h2] 1 All F.11. 149, t,o which reference is made in 
Bren.nan v. ,Tlm~~.s, [19;,3] V.L.R. 111, oaime Bendull 
v. NclVki,ter: [ 19521 2 Q.B. 466; [I9521 1 A11 E.R. 1307, 
md Lee v. Lee, jl4S] 2 Q.B. 489 ; [1952] 1 Ml E.R. 
1299. When tlmt case was decided there was, in 
Z’hovqson v. &n&y, anthorit~~ t,hat it desert,ed wife 
had no enforceable legal or erlultable right, to possession 
--merely because she was a deserted wife and was in 
ocoup&on of t,he mat~rimonial home-which she could 
enforce against a purchaser of that, home for value, 
even if t,he purchaser had notice of t,he desertion a,nd of 
the wife-s occnpancy. There was at ale t,ime “tl- 
cert:aintv as t,o what the rightn of & deserted wife were. 
Shall, J:‘s. comment, as t,o that, in Brr,mw~. v. Thornm, 
[1953J V.L.R. III, 115, 116, is pertinent : “One 
looks in vain for sny uniformity of view as to t’he nat’uro 
of the wife’s position.” 

3Ir. Just,ice Finlay said that that comment must, of 
course, be relat,ed to the date ofit’s ut,terancc. In deciding 
a,s be did. therefore, 51~011, J., did not act contrary t,o 
atly exist,ing express authorit,y. Ibis true that, Denninp, 
L..J., bad sngpested in E’rrington. v. &vG%glgton that 
Roxburgh, J., in Thmpson v. Earthy had based him- 
self on an erroneous conception of what Denning, L.J., 
had himself said in Old Gate &t&es v. dlerczndw, [195UJ 
1 K.B. 311 : [1949] 2 All E.R,. 822,825, and had gone on 
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t,o my that, had t’he judgment of the Court of bppeal 
in .Foster v. Rob~i~~.wn, Ll!Gl] 1 K.B. 149 ; [~lO.iO] 2 All 
E.R. 342, been drawn to the Judge’s sttention, Thorny- 
:mn v-. Earthy would have been different,ly decided, 

The judgment, in Prwin v. Wuwm, [1952] 2 #I E.R. 
233, \ya,s given in May, 1052. Jones, J., there held that 
a desert,ed wife wag the licomec with a ront,ract,na~l 
right from her husband t,o remain in the matrimonial 
home, a,nd that & purchaser with notice, who had bought 
for what, appears u-as a, nominal price and under an 
arrangement, vit,h t,hr! husband that the l~ocee~ls of ic 
re-sale nhould bo divided 1Wmeen t,henl, nas not, wtitlcd 
to recover possession. 111 that, case, howevera it XI&~ 
specifically mentioned in the judgment that~ the ;;vi 
had & contractual right, 1.0 remain in t,he house. 

Judge 8wms also to hew regarded the sale as pretentious 
and unreal, and lacking in good faith. That being so, 
he may well have taken t,he view (it is not expressed, 
for: &s his judgm&t is phrased, he relied upon E~vGgton 
Y. E’rringta and BendalE v. MclVhirter) that the sale 
alleged WYSB designed to give to t,ho husband a right 
he could get only by an application under the Married 
Women’s Property Act. Mr. Justice Finlay observed 
that he apprehended that, had Sholl, J., known of it, 
his view would not have been altered by Per,%s Y. Weawn. 

So far, the learned Jndge had st,nt’ed the law a8 it, 
st,ood at, t,he end of t,he year 1952. In our next issue, 
we shall cont,inue hiu review of t,he development in this 
new branch of t,he law whioh has taken place down t,o 
t~,he present, t,imc 

SUMMARY OF RECENT LAW. 
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, I’m just a ‘“bottleneck’ ?$! 
W%atever type of repetitive listing, printing, dating, addressing or 
counting your business requires, there is an ADDRESSOGRAPH model 
which will do the job from 30 fo 100 rimes mom +ckly than ir can be 
done by hand. 
There is a model priced as low as 5213.10-0 . there are electric 
machines w~ith a wide variety of attachments for handling specialised 
work and there are fantastically versatile models specially designed for 

which print and address their own 
which print, list and add numerical data. 

sub-totals, totals and grand totals at speeds up to 100 per mimrte. 
Machines embodying the latest electronic principles and perform- 
ing functions impossille outside tbe field of Electronics. 

Addressograph 
will pay for itself over and over again in terma of reduced over- 
time, less staff tnrnwer and fever errora made by Lored or 
iiM3iicient employees. 
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Branches and Agents throughout New Zealand 

ADDING MACHINES * ACCOUNTING MACHINES * ADDRESSOGRAPH ““‘;;I+;~ 
. CALCULATING MAC”lNES . DUPLICATORS AND SUPPLlES . 
SYSTEMS . POSTAL PRANWNG MACHlNES . STEEL OPPlCE FURNl,URE . TIME 

RECORDSRS * TYPEWRITERS AND SUPPLIES 

Wellington, Auckland, Christchurch, Dunadin, Whnngorei, Hamilton, New Plymouth, Wangmui, 
F’olmerrton North, Mastertan, Nelson, Timaru, Invercargill, Suvo. h<. 
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All Sainti Children’s Home, Palmerston North. 
Awlioan Boys Homes Society, Diocese 01 Wellinston 

Trust Board 

Angllaan Boys Home, Lower Hutt 
Sedgley Home, Masterton 

COURT OF APPEAL AND PRIVY 

COUNCIL CASES. 

Church of England &n’s Boetety--Hospital Viattation 
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Girls Friendly Society Hostel, WellIngton 
St. Barnabas Babies Home, Se&w,, 

St. Mary’s Homes, Karori 
WellIngton city Mtsston 
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La T. WATKINS LTD. 
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I76- I86 Cuba St., Wellington. 

TELEPHONE 55-123 (3 liner) 
THE HON. SECRETARY, 

Cl0 Post Offlcs Box 82, 
Lower lintt. 
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THE DUNEDIN LAW COURTS. 
---- 

The Official Opening in 1902. 
-- 

In view of the recent re-opening of the I.a\v (‘owts by the president vice-prcaident,, nnd Council of t,he Law 
in Dunedin, the following nrcnunt of ihe original open- Sooiet:y. Two-deep the la\vpera marched do\m Lou-w 
ing of the luilding on Junr 22: 1902, is not vithont~ High Street t,o the (‘astIP SYreet rntr~~~ce of t,he new Law 
interest,. It has been compiled from t,hP local nww Courts. Entering, they waited in t,he vestibule the 
papers of that time. arrival of His Honour Xr. Justice Williams and His 

“ The city of Dunedin has always been able to more Honour Mr. Jutire Cooper. 

than hold its own with other provincial capitals in re- “ Meanwhile, the genersl public had made their w&y 
speot t,o its public buildings, and citizens noted with in large numbers t:o t,he gallery and those portions of 
sat,isfaotion, as the new Law Courts approached com- t,he Court reserved for t,hem. A &alwart, policeman, in 
pletion, that, t,heir t:own was t,o be endowed with a Hall accordance with the usual custom, wae rletzded to main- 
of Justice which was to be archit,eoturally a. thing of tati order in the gallery, a,nd it is safe t,o 8ay that~a long 
beauty, and one that, could fittingly receive the R,uskinian time will elapse ~before the strangers gnllery is again 
description of ‘ a joy for ever.’ It nas only appropriate filled with 80 eminently respectable a, se&on of the com- 
that its dedioat~ion to the a,dministration of jnst,icr munit’y. The portion railed off on the floor of the Court 
should come about, wit,h more than ordinary ceremony, for ‘ witnesses and jnrors ’ was filled wit,h prominent, 
and t,o this end, t,he Council of t,he Law Societ,y aud others cit,izens, and t,he jury box was reserved for t,he Magis- 
concerned directed their energies wit,h gratifying results. tracy, clergy, and others. Among those present, were 

“ Nearly a quarter of a century ha,8 passed since the 
Colonel Hume (Inspector of Prisons), Messrs. E. H. 

Supreme Court first, Bat, in the building erected for the 
Czuerew, C. C. Graham, and G. Cruickshank (Stipendiary 
Magi&z&s), Bishop Nevill, the Rev. Ja,mes Gibb, Dean 
Fitch&t, Messrs. R. Chisholm, G. L. Denniston, Inspec- 
tor O’Brien, Mr. 8. C. Phillips (gaoler), Mrs. Williams, 
Miss Williams a,nd others. 

TEE OFFKUL CERENONY. 

“ All present rose a,s His Honow Mr. Justice Williana 
was announced, and, the sheriff (Mr. King) preceding 
Mr. Just,& Williams, and Mr. Just,& Cooper, entered 
the court, followed by members of the legal profession, 
who were represented by $1~. A. C. Hanlon (president, of 
t.he Law So&by), Mr. S. Brent, (vice-pm&dent,), Mr. J. 
F. M. Fraser (Crown Prosecutor), Xi, Benjamin, ctnrl 
Messrs. W. A. Sim, D’Arry Haggit,t., J. M. Gallaway, 
and D. D. Maodona,ld. 

“ Adva,noing to the oentre of the floor, his Hononr 
and t,he gentlemen of the legal profession await,ed t,he 
nrrival of Sir Joseph Ward, Acting-Premier, aad other 
members of the Cabinet,. The iXinist,erial party en- 

IZI, COlCl,~“~, .Ih,. T,lmbr.ll Lih,“,i,. 
tered by the St,uart St,reet door, where they were met by 
Mr. A. Shaw, the cont,ractor, rho handed a silver key t,o 

The Old Supreme Court, Bell Hill. the Hon. Mr. M’Gonan, Minister of Jwt.ice, with due 
ceremony The Minister of Just,&, in reply, a,+ 

meetings of the Provincial Council, a,nd man)- respected rept4 the key, and made a few remuks, in the coume 
members of the profession have been admit,ted to ahe of which he said that if the int,erior was a8 well finished 
Bar a,nd @own grey in t,he pmctioe of t,heir vocation and 8s sightly as the exterior the Cit,y of Donedin, ~1. 
since that time. Central aa it, was, the old Supreme ready famed for its buildings, would have every reason 
Court, was inadequate in several ways, and, apart. from to be pleaed with the Law Courts. 
a natural reluot,ance a,t quitting the scene of 80 rnanv 
almost historic cases, t,he members of the profession hail “ Sir Joseph Ward, the Hon. Mr. M’Gowan, and t,he 

with sat,isfaetion t,heir installation in the handsome pile Hon. Mr. Duncan, the Minister of La,nds, then entered 

of buildings which ~1% now set, apa,& for their aceomn~oda. t’he Supreme Court, Chamber, and were received by Mr. 

tion. 
Justice Williams. Without further delay, Sir Joseph 
WTtLrd proceeded to declare the building publicly open.” 

A PROCESSIOS- r+mm TBE OLU COURT. Sir Joseph Ward, in his address, said the.t t,he Law 

“ The Bar showed its affection for t,he old Supraoe 
Courts he was about t,o open, were; without exception, t t,o open, were; without exception, 

Court by assembling there yesterday morning, arrayed 
the finest in the Colony 

ult! ~“Iony. He was very glad to be able He was very glad to be able 

in wig and gown, to proceed in a body to t,heir new quart- 
to my that they were the cheapest, of their kind ever they were the cheapest, of their kind ever 

em. So unique a procession naturrdly excited a good 
we&d in New Zealand. ew Zealand. 

deal of int,erest, and large rrowdds of people, not e&rely 
lacking in a sense of humour, eongreg&ed a,bout, Bond DETAILS OF THE NED Brm.n~st;. 
Street to see it start. The sheriff led the way down the 
idd stone steps in Water Street, followed immediately 

He continued: “The contract price was g19,311, and 
the furnishihings and liabilities to date run int,o the sum of 
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E2,504.* Thr wrk ha,s cost 7s. I .$d, per ya.rd, ~nrl I au, 
advised by those who mere rospponsiblc fol, the crcntion 
of the hodding tha,t it ban been p’lt up at, the chcapost, 
cost for rl sbruet,ure of thr character t,hnt, has ever been 
erected in Ner Zealand. It might, be not out, of place 
for me tn my t,hnt the cont~mct~or, Mr. Shaw. and those 
who hare vorked with him. hn,ve given t,hr Colony r2 
bnilding which wc me very pleased vith indeed It is 
true t,ha,t, it ha8 taken t,en mouths orer the oontrart, 
t,ime t,o complete the building, but cirenmatnnces which 
rendered it impossible for the hnilding to be completed 
before hare been recognized by t,he I~epa~ltment, and, in 
turnl t,hey appreciate the fnit,hful wny in which t,he work 
ha8 been performed. I CBU only hope that. a,lthongh it 
haa taken so long a time to complete the buihlings. the 
contvsct,or ha,s nmde something gut of it,. The glo\rth 
of work in t,his city hes been $0 remarknhle for a consbl- 
rrable period past, t,hat, 
w-e are all very glad in- 
(leed t,o see the the Sn- 
preme court nod RCCBS- 
sorios removed from t,hc 
building; where it, has 
so long dischnrged its 
rlutics t,o t,he one in which 
\ve me now sssembled 1 
nm ~urc that Vow Hon- 
“UP and the mombera of 
t,he legal profession; as 
well as the public, vi11 
hail n-it,h extreme sat& 
faction the transfer of 
t,he Court to this nev 
building. The postal 
authorit,& of this tit- 
have been crnmperl fol 
room for a considereble 
period. n,nd, indeed, t,hr 
growvt,h in this rq~ect~ 
here has been so mzwvol- 
0118 t,ha,t c~en when t,hay 
IIS~ t,he whole of t,hc 
old courts building for 
t,hat, import,a,nt, branch 
they mill &ill be short 
of what is rquired. Anrl 
you c,an ,judge from t,hat 
of the difficulties t,hey 
have had in carrying ant 
their work.” 

rooms, o&oh 19 ft. by 25 ft,. Then on the first floor ~88 
the Stipendiary Magi&rate’s Court, 38 ft. by 34 ft. and 
18 ft,. high. This floor also contained a huge spare 
room 34 ft,. by 38 ft., which would be available for sittings 
of t,he Arbitra,tion Court. 

Sir Joseph Ward t,hen de&red the building publicly 
open, and present~ed His Honour Mr. Justice Williana 
with t,he silver key. 

Mr. Justioe Williams, in his reply, said : 

“ It gives us all great pleesure t,hat t,he Acting-Premier 
of the Colony and two members of His Excellency’s 
Government have been able to escape from their multi- 
farious duties and afford us t,heir presence today. On 
beha,lf of t,he Judges of t,he Supreme Court, of the Magis. 
t,racy, and of the members of the legal profession, we 
tender our sinoere thanks t,o t,he Legirlatwe and to t,he 

The speaker went, on to The Present Law Courts. 
sav that; on the first floor 
of’thenew Co&, bhere was aroom 38ft,. by34ft. and 18fL 
high, and also a. room 34 ft,. by 29 ft. This room was 
intended for the use of t,he Arbit,ration Court,. There 
1~8,s &o accomrnodst~ion for the Official Assignee and 
his st,aff, and t,he oustodiann were also provided for on 
the first, and second floors. !l!he basement wu t,o be 
used in connecti& wit,h the prisoners and warders. 

The building was commenced on June 24, 1900. 
It.8 frontage to Stuart, Street. is 190 ft,., 8x1 to 
C&le St,reet, 133 ft.. On t,he ground floor there were four- 
t,eenrooms, including theSupremeC:onrt, whichis %ft’. by 
3Oft., nnd2Aft. high; thePolice Court,,andthelibrarv, bot’h 
40 ft,. by 30 ft,. and 20 ft. high. The libray and Supremr 
Court, were lighted by ceiling lights and seven windows. 
On this floor awe also the common a,nd grand jury 

Government for having caused to be erected the beauti- 
ful building in which we a,re now assembled. 

“If justice be duly administered, it matters little 
where it is admini&red : whether it is administered 
under a tree in t,he open, or in a barn, or in some stately 
palace. The dignity of a, Court depends not on its 8ur‘- 
roundinga, but rests upon the learning, integrit~y, dili- 
gence, and pabienoe of those who preside t’here. But, 
though t,he north lies in the jewel, and not in the setting, 
it, is well that the setting should be appropriate, and that 
the ha& of justice should be oonvenient and seemly. 

“It, is furt,her fitting that t’his present week t 
should have been chosen for the dedication of this build- 
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ing for tho purpose of a, Court of~Just,ice. The oxtent ,som xEnmME*. 
of the Empire over which our King rules can hardly he 
hotter illustmted than by the fact that, we here, sepamt- 

“ When 1 look ba,ck to the year 1875> whou I find sat 

ed as we are hy t,he whole breadth of the habitable globe 
in Dunedin in t,he old building, on t,he aitc close by, and 

from the Royal Conrte of Justice in London ad the 
when I look at the members of the Ba,r in front of me: 
,!-hat a change do I see. The lexlerr. of the Bar in t,hoso 

House of Iarrla at t,he ancient, sra,t of learning. n’est- 
minater, administer t,he same system of l&w as these trib- 

da,ys wepe $fr, James Solirh. Mr. Ma,oasaey, MT, George 

muds administer. Nay, more t,han that, : we are united 
Eliot, Baton, Sir Robert (t,hell Mr.) &out> ow old and 

t,o these t,ribunals by the most, intim& t,ies of respect, 
lmnented friend, Mr. George Cook, Mr. B. C. Kaggit,t., 

and reverence.-not ic superstitious rwerenco, but a 
Mr. (now Mr. Just,ice) Denniston, and the lat,e Mr. Dow. 
nie St~ewart~. 

reverence founded on veaaon 
All of t,hose have left 118, and the then 

Registrar, Mr. Wwd, and our friend Mr. Gordon, who 

“ We racog~ko told the Judges of these Court,s pos- 
sess not, only t,he highest intopity, but t,he greatest in- 
tellecwal power, xnd t,ha,t, t,hey display in their judg- 
mcnt,s a breadth of view. A grasp of legel principles. and 
a, lucidity in t,he expo&ion of those principles thnt 
elsewhere is muivalled. 

“ And there is another renson why Coronation Week 
is ain approprintc time for t,his ceremony. To secure due 
administmtion of jusiioe is t,he nohlest~ preroga,tive of 
the Sovereign. Three dtys henoel as part of the Corona- 
tion Oath, His Majesty ~111 promise, t,o t,he utmost of bib: 
p0\\‘0r: to ‘ ewm La,%c aud Jnstice, in Mercy to be exe- 
cuted in all His Judgments ‘. X&y we, and a,11 those 
who herea,fter sit in t,hese seats, assist by all that lies in 
our power to enable thst promise to be fulfilled.” 

Mr. Just,& Williams a,nd Mr. Justice Cooper then 
r&red, and a, few minutes later t,ook their eeats on the 
Bench. The usher (Mr. Martin) proclaimed t,hat, a, sit- 
ting of the Court in Banoo was about to he held. Seat,* 
at the registrar’s desk vere “ecuPied by Mr. 0. A. King 
(Registrar), Mr. A. Rt,nbbs (Deput,y-regst,rar) and Mr. J. 
R. L. St,anford (the Jndge’s Associa,te). 

Mr. Justice Williams said : 

“ Gentlemen of the Bay,-1 welcome you t,o our new 
home. FVe nre indeed ret,urning t,o a locality very near 
t,he site of the older home of the Supreme Court, which 
we left, in the yaw 1XiX for the Provincial Council Chamb- 
er. In that Chamber, ahe Court has sat for t,wenty-four 
yews? from 1878 t,o t,he present time. Most of us, I 
suppose, ha,ve a sort, of feline attachment, for our old 
haunts, and I confess t,o a feeling of regret in leaving the 
spot, w-here so much TT-ork hns been done and which has 
witnessed so many forensic contests, some tragedies, and 
now and then n comedy. But, a, building erect,ed for 
one purpose can rarely be made entirely suitable for an- 
other. That was the ewe with the building we have 
just left>. It, was wanting in several of t,he requisit,es of 
a Conrt,. Amongst other t,hings, it,s acoustic properties 
were defective. What would hnve been sca~rcely not- 
iced as a defect when the building w&8 used for ita orig- 
ina, purpose, became a serious defect when it wa,s used 
for the purposes of a Court, of Justice. Now we are 
housed in a building whioh nrchitectnrally is an ornament’ 
to the’ city, which has been designed for bhe special pur- 
pose for which it, is to be used, and lvhich may therefore 
be exnert,ed to c,ombine with beaut,u. oomfort and 

followed him, are gone also. So also has our vener&le 
aax~ faithful usher, the late Mr. Wadie. 

“ I do not, think there are nom more than six or eight 
members of the profession amongst us who were amongst 
us in t’hose old davs. I me before me a, new generat.ion. 
But I am no praiser of old times : it, is no flattery t,o say 
that the hew men a,re worthy succezsors of t,ho old. ‘I 
trust that in t,his new building t,he harmony t,hat, frrr so 
many years past has existed here between the Bench and 
the Bar may ever cont,inue t,o he mnintained 

“ It is essential t,o the public interest t,hnt, thg Bnr 
should be independent,. It, is also easent,ia,l for~the due 
ndministration of justice t,hat tihe relations bet,ween the 
Bench a,nd the Bar should be t,hose of mutunl trust and 
confidence. That, t,he independence of the Ba,r is entire- 
ly consist~ent alt,h the existence of these rela,tionR cx- 
perienoe here ha demonst,rated. May those rolat,ions 
continue, and within these walls may both Bench cad 
Bar apply to t,he ut,most t.heir learning, intelligenoe, and 
skill, so that the end of onr exi&ence, the administration 
of jusbiee according to la,w, may be more surely attained ,’ ’ 

The President of t,he La,w Society of Otago, Mr. A. C. 
Hanlon, on behalf of the Bm, briefly tha,nked His Hon- 
OUT. 

Xr. Justice Williams, on beha,lf of himself and Mr. 
J&ice Cooper, acknov+xlged t,he remnrks of t,he Bar. 
His work had been rendered light by the good sense and 
bearing and good nature of the memhers of the Bar. 
They ha,d pulled t,ogethor, and he did not think that the 
public interest had in any way suffered by their unity. 
He would bespeak for his sncoessor-for his suooessor 
must come before long in the ordinary course of t,hings- 
the 8mne oonsiderat~ion from t,he Bar that had been 
a,coorded to himself. Had any member nf the Bar 
a,ny motion to make ? 

Mr. F. R. Cha.pman then sa,irl : “ On behalf of the Bal 
I pray your Honours to direat t,hat t,his day’s prooeed- 
ings be entered upon the records of the Supreme Court,. 
In the case of t,he Royal Courts of justice, such & prayer 
was made bo Her Majesty Queen Victoria, who was per. 
sonally present, and Her Majasty’s consent, was signified 
by her Lord Chancellor. In this colony, the supreme 
judici&l fun&on of the Sovereign is vested in the Judges 
of t,his Court under t,he Constitution, and t.o your Hon. 
ours I accordingly address this prayer.” 

The motion was granted, and a further motion by Mr. 
Chapman to adjourn cotiderat,ion of a case mentioned 
was also granted ; whereupon the Regixtra (Mr. G. A. 
King) dechmed t,he Court adjourned sine die. 

The moceedines concluded with the sineine of ” God 
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Insurance at 

LLOYD’S 
* /NSURANCE to-day is a highly technical business and there are many special 

Lloyd’s Policies designed to meet modern conditions and requirements. 
It is the business of the Professional Insurance Broker to place his know- 
ledge and experience at the service of his client, and his duty is to act as his 
client’s personal agent to secure for him the best coverage and security at, 
l,he lowest market rates. 

* LUMLE Y’S OF LLOYD’S is a world-wide organization through whom, inter 
alin, the advantages of insuring under Lloyd’s Policies at Lloyd’s rates may 
be obtained. As Professional Insurance Brokers in touch with the biggest 
and most competitive insurance market in the world, Lumley’s offer the 
most complete and satisfactory insurance service available in New Zealand. 

* If you require the best insurance advice-consult . 

EDWARD LUMLEY & SONS (N.Z.) LIMITED 
Head Ofice: WELLINGTON 

BRANCHES AND AGENTS THROUGHOUT NEW ZEALAND 

The New Zealand CRIPPLED CHILDREN SOCIETY (Inc 
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THE 
AUCKLAND 

SAILORS’ 
HOME 

Established-1885 

Supplies 19,000 beds yearly for merchant and 
naval seamen, whose duties carry them around the 
seven mu in the service of oommcrce, passenger 
travel, and defence. 

Philanthropic people are invited to support by 
large OT small contribut,ions the work of the 
Council, comprised of prominent Auckland citizens. 

0 General Fund 

l Samaritan Fund 

0 Rebuilding Fund 

Ewiries mu& UJdcomed : 

NO HUMANE PERSON 

CAN POSSIBLY 

RESIST 

THIS APPEAL 

This boy is one of the 275 Patients from 
New Zealand’s own dependencies and there 
are thousands of others we are assisting on 
other islands near OUT shores. His very 
looks alone appeal to us for help. Please 
send your welcome donations to:- 

P. J. TWOMEY, M.B.E., 
‘* LEPER MAN ” 

LEPERS’ TRUST BOARD 
I I5 Sherbourn Street, Christchurch. 
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THE RE-OPENING OF THE LAW COURTS, DUNEDIN. 
Tlw re.openil&g of t.he Law Courts ou July 2) wa,s a resembling sa-u grey strum, pnels of ivory~ a,nrl smaller 

red-l&ter day for the profession in Dunedin. It nmrkcd inset, panels oolonred deep cream and peach. with pcarl- 
the cud of a loug period of inconvenience for the Judgoa shaded fluorewont, light,8 on t,hn ivory panel*. 
snd Magistrates, practitioners. and Ii&a&. while .- renavat& and impro~~emeuts of the fifty-t,hr&-year- 
old buildiog had hreu in progress over the pest two 
ytxm. The occasion wa,s marked by the presenoe of 
the Chief Justice, Right Hou. Sir Harold Bwrowclough, 
Mr. Justice McGregor, and Mr. Just,& Hetwy (who is 
the resident, Judge at Duualin), the At,torney-General. 
the Hon. J. K. Ma,rsha,ll; and a, full at,tendtance ofDunedin 
practitionem 

The renovations snd alterat,ions t,o the Supreme Court 
buildings include the inst,aNation of a complete new 
heating system, and of fluoroscont, lighhting t,hroughout 
t,he building, wit,h special emphasis on lighting in the 
courts. Xew plaster ceilings have been supplied 
t,hroughout the building, t,hr interior of which has heen 
completely repainted throughout in pa&e1 oolours. The 
interior wslls of the three Courts have been sprayed 
wiith a, new type of asbestos insulat,ion to improve acow- 
tics. The genera,1 colour scheme in t,he Courts in no\1 
pale grey walls with rrhite, peach, or pale green tonings: 
and dark red pat,terned linoleum. The furniture in the 
Hupremc Court, has been re-covered in red leather, and 
the furniture in t,he other Courts is re-covered in brown 
l&her. The corridors have been fitted m&h rubber 
linoleum. 

The t,wo offices-Supremr Court nud &g&rates’ 
Cow-have been re-arranged, with improved facilit,ies 
for the public, and & new staff-room wit,h smenit,ies has 
been provided. The Supreme Court libmrg and the 
lecture-rooms hare been completely renovated and re. 
decorated. 

011 behalf of the Council au1 Members of tbc Otago 
L&W Society, Mr, J. R. \1. Lemon, the Presidents, 
ext,ended a, cordial xelcome t,o their Honours on t,his 
important occitsion in t,hc hist,rry of t,be Society. 

The President oontinued : <‘ Our present Courts 
huildina, ~CTC erect~erl as long ago 88 11102 ; and, for 
some t,ime past,, impz,orement~s snd moderniuat~ion 
were badly needed. \%%h t,he pasing years and changing 
conditions, many requirements haw prcriented them- 
selves, nueh as improved soousbic properties. lighting, 
and libmry facilit~ioe. It, is fit,ting that t,he dut,ies 
associated with t,he a,dministration of Just& shouhl 
he carried out in surroundings of dig&y and quiet, 
Francis Bwou said : ’ The place of Just,& iu a ha~llowed 
place ’ ; and iDs surrouudings should be nppropriate 
t,hereto. as ours nom are. 

Morney-General, and the l&e John MacGregor and 
Harry Bedford, who all initiated and promoted wdaabla, 
enlightening, and progressive legislation. 

“ From this old building 11s~ come, therefore, much 
in the sxy of l&ing value for the advancement of our 

“ In this building have been conduct,4 many famous 
wials, just,ice has hem dispensed as is known only to 
our democr;rdtic way- of life, following on t,he grau,l and 
hallowed t~ranlitions of our Englisk legal syut,em. Here 
ha,ve preaidcd many eminent, Judges, and I would call 
to minds but a far--Williams, Sim, Chapman. and in 
our own times, Sir Robert, Kennedy, These walls have 
resounded to the clear reasoning of Salmond, Sail 
Solomon, and t,he impssaioned addresses of Stout and 
Hanlon. Many others, who have appeared here, 
have not only taken & prominent, part in the everyday 
burly-burly of legal practice, but also played a valuable 
part in tha wider sphere of political and legislative 
office. We have had t,he Me Sir Robert Stout,, a, former 
Prime Mini&r, the late Sir Thomas Sidey, a former 

let robes. ati. C. Mawion, Registrar of the Supreme Court, 

THE R~E.OPENINC CEREn1”NY. 

and Mr. A. G. Smit,h, Deputy Regist,rar, were present,. 
In the jury box, in t,he foreman’8 seat, sat the Mayor of 

The Chief Justice, who was acoompauied on the Bench 

Dunedin, Mr. L. M, Wright, in his robes and gold &in 

by Mr. Just,ioe McGregor and Mr. Justice Henry, presid. 

of office. Seated beside him were Nr. J. D. Willis, 

ed at the first sitting in the Supreme Court since itn rc- 

S. MI., and Mr. J. G. Warringt,on, S. \I., 31~. 12. Stratt,on, 
Regist,rar of the Ota,go Just,ica of t,he Peace Associat,ion ; 

notation. 

Mr. M. E. Lyon, Superintendent, of Police in Dun&u ; 
and Mr. A. C. Davis, Jnspect,or of Police there. 

‘Their Honours wore their ceremouisl scow- 

Tn t,t1e 
ha,ck row of the jury box were La,dy Barrowlough, Mrs. 
G. I. McGregor; Mrs. T. E. Henry and her daughter 
@IN Spackman), Mrs. C. I\la,w~l, wife of the Registrar 
of the Snprcme Court, and Xrs. A. G. Smith, wife of the 
Deput,y Regist,rr. The gallory was filled with t,hr 
wives of members of the Otago Bar. 

ii We oau only oxpress the hope t,hat,, in it,s remodelled 
form, there will be felt, bhe ame potent and beneficial 
influences. 

“ To the Dcpartmont of Justice. the Ministry of Works 
and all others who were concerned in this work, I t,endex 
our most grateful thanks. To-day these Court,s we 
comparable with t,he best iu t,hiv Dominion.” 

The President was supported by Jlr. (2. T. Baylee, 
t,o whom had beeu errt,rnsted t,he rehrchilit,a,tion of t,he 
‘L&xv Library. 

Mr. Bayleo said : “ Looking back now in retrospect 
for the period leading up to t,hiv da,y, t,his is, or was 
unt,il r,ecently, the third wint.er of our discontent,. The 
renovations hare been more or less in progress during 
that time, and justice has heen administered under 
difficult&. Those daya we now hapnilr passed. 

Led by the &orney-General, the Hon. J. R. Marshall, 
aad t’he President, of the Law Society of Otagn, Mr. J. R. 
M. Lemon. the whole of the accommodat,ion in the 
centtre of the Court was filled with membera of the Bar 
and other praxtitionera who wwe present, from all part,s 

“ I would like at this juncture to spealr for a momeut, 

of Otago as welvell &a from Southland. 
if I may, 011 the ‘Library of this Court. We in Otago 
know, and we hope others throughout the Dominion 

The gathering w&a enhanced by its s&ing, the three- know, that our I:ihrarg is in m&y respect,@ unique. 
toned walls with Gothic arch-shaped panels of material There aire in that, Library over 10,ooO volumes, ~~--~ 
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of groitt historical intereat. It was witli feelings “I 
sonx dismay that., when we rcturncd from t,ho vacation 
in Jan~mry, wc received t,hree dayn’ no&c from t,hc 
Ninistrp of Works to remove the whole of those vohmes. 
Happily, the lew st,ndtent,s rendered their aid, and nmny 
other practitioners helped, and we were able t,o do the 
work in t,wo night,s. 

” It is only when you comr t,o consider the relative 
weight, of one volume tllat, you come to realize the 
enormous amount of work that went, into t,he removing 
of the books in t,hc first, place ; but bhis was coupled 
with the additional fa,ct that, a skeleton library had to 
be preparcdl so that, the work could c”nt,inuc. This 
was done. 

“ At a, later stage. \,-hen the workmen had removed 
c,hemsclves from the Library, t,he greater burden of 
work csme 3vit.h the establishment of a new Library 
in the old site. I am happy to say that, with the co- 
operation of the various members of the profesnion rind 
t,hc st~ncleuts, that, work has been done, and it will be 
for thr fct,ore-for t,hose who come nft~erwwds--to say 
how rcll t,bat work \~RR done.” 

The At,tor,le?--Ocnerel, the Hon. J. I:. Marshall, 
~IcireiwA t,heir Honours. He said : 

‘. We me gathered here to-day to mark the con,. 
pletion of the renovations of the Law Courta. It in 

t,heref”rr an occasion vhioh will flire natiufact,i”n to t,he 
members of the Bar., t,” the staff of the Con&, and to 
all those whose bnsmess bring8 them to this place. I 
think, tool it, should be & matter of ,saatisfact~i”n t,” the 
general public, whc: nM”ngh t,hcp seldom freqnent the 
Courts, have yet a very rcat concern to knol\ that t:he 
place in this oib+- where just,ice is administ~ered befibs 
the dignit,y of the law. it, is a general principle of 
our law-a principle vhich has few exception-t,h&t 
t,be administ~ratiorr of justire should be done in public 
for all to nee, so that t,be rrubject and his right,s and 
lib&& may he prot,ect,ed from t,he abuses that could 
a+--anil which did arise in the days of t.he Court, of 
Star Chamber-wlmo jn&ice was done in secret. 
Happily, t,hose days are gone, ami gone forever ; a,nd 
we hare to-d&y--and this is an “cc&on shen I am 
happy t,” he able to sa,y this-,-o-e hare to-day a jodi&l 
svstem, in which, as far as human frrailty can achieve it,, 

jvlsticr is done. 

” We haw t,o-day a, J~udicisry which ir indepenclent 
and impartia,l ; the integrity of its member is on- 
questioned, and their knovledge of the law and of life 
fully qualifies them [for their high office. We have 
a legal profession which is conscious of its responsi- 
bilitics not only to its clients, but also to the mainten- 
ance and upholding ofthe high and honourable traditions 
of our profession in the administration of justice. 

“ We have to-day, and we ore happy to be able t,o 
say it on this occasion, & staff of officers in t,he Co”&, 
who, by their efficiency and their knowledge of the 
procedure and business of the Court~s, are able to en- 
wre t,hat the business of t,he Courts runs smoot,hly. 

“ But I think we should not forget, and it is good 
that on occasions we should remind ourselves, that, 
all t,his was not, suddenly or easily attained, a,nd that it 
will be msinteined only by constant, vigilance. We 
still find hhat mist&k& we made, a,nd, no doubt, mistakes 
will be made from time t,o time where Jost,ice is circnm- 

vented ; bnt,, if w” 81’8 quick to recognize an&rosdy to 
esl>““c and row& nnch err”r8, that will be tho test of 
mu uigilanre. 

ii And nmr- we have here & place where the ulminis- 
t&ion of justice may be carried out publicly and 
decent,ty in accordance wit,h the traditions and prin- 
ciple8 t,” which I have very briefly referred, a place 
where under proper conditions-c”u[Iitions of modera~te 
comfort sod freedom from the distractions of the out- 
side world-the work of the Courts can be carried on. 
For that reason, I think it is proper that bhe members 
of the Bar should assemble here before Your Honours 
with members of the public to mark this event. 

ii I un very happy to be associated with my bret,hren 
of t,he Otago Bar on this occasion, a,nd I welcome the 
“pport,unity of saying these few words.” 

The Rt. Hon. t,he Chief Justice, Sir Ha-old Barrow 
r:longh, t,hen addressed the gat,hering. He said : 
” l mn sure that I speak for both my brethren when 
I say that t,he Bench is in full accord nit,h what has 
hem said hy Mr. htt,ornep a,nd Mr. Lemon end Mr. 
Ba$ee. .Dunodin is, I thmk, t,” be oongrstulated on 
htlvmg Buch & fine Court building as it now has. The 
business of t,he Court,s, on the civil side in particulw, 
is er’er increasing. The work done here daily io- 
valves great, concent,ration of thought, not only on t.he 

part of the occupant of the Bench, but a,ls” on the parts 
of the advocate aad of the wit,jtlwsses and of the litigant, 
himself. That concentration oaanot. properly be given 
except, in 8. reasonably suitable and comfortable building ; 
and it is proper for the administrat,ion of justice that 
it should bc administered in a building which is reason- 
ably comfortable, and reasonablv designed for itn 
wowtic properties---and those things, 1 think, yen 
non. ha-e here. 

cc This is perhaps n somewhat unique occasion. 1 
have not been able to consult the records. When it 
w&s my privilege to practise at t,bis Bar, I do not 
recollect any case in which a, Full Court w&s engaged. 
There may hare been instances of a Full Court sitting 
here tha,t vi11 occur to some of you, hut I venture to sw 
t,hat a sitt,ing of a Full Court, as ~“u hwe here this 
morning is somexvhat, of a rarity. 

“ Lit,igation is, for the p&r&s to it, a mabter of the 
very grwcst importance. Upon the judgment of the 
Court great issues may depend. In t,ho halance, there 
is not only a m&n’s wealth, hut frequently his happiness 
and his reputation and his character : and the balance 
must eventu&lly come down on one side or the other. 
One must win, and another must, inevit,ably lose. I 
think that one of the most distressing feat,ures of a 
Judge’s work is the fact, that every judgment which ho 
detivers must cause disappointment or dismay, and per- 
haps even ruin, for one of the parties to t,he action 
which he t,ries. Such decisions ought not, to he made, 
and such consequences should not ensue, unless they are 
arrived at in surroundings which lend themselves to 
arrival at, the correct conclusions. 

“If I may offer any suggestion about the design of 
our Coo& it \vould be this, that, it seems difficult to 
find a,dequ&te acc”mmod&tion for t,he moat important 
person in the ease mhioh is being litigated. I know 
the difficulties of a proper arrangement of a juti box, 
of a witness stand, t,he dock and all the accommodation 
for counsd. But I rcnture to srlgg@t to the a,uth”ri- 



Bug& 23, l!);i.5 NEW ZEALAND LAW JOURNAL 2x 

ties concenled tlmt gre‘entor aLtellt~iol1 should be &iveu 
to t.he provision of aocommtidation for the litigant. 
himself. So often in the Courte up and dam1 the 
length of this count,ry I have found the litigant-the 
person most vit’allv interestetl-relegated to a hard 
seat in t,he back 0; the Court. It is not, so difficult 
in cases t,lmt are tried before a Judge alone, because 
t,he jury box is t,lreu available for t,he litigant, to be 
a~ecommodated in: but so often one find8 in Courts of 
Yew Zealand no reasonably oomfort&ble acoommod~. 
tion where the lit’igant himself cm hear wha,t his counsel 
na,ys, what collnsel on the other side say8, a,nd still 

less what t,bc witness seya, sod I think that t,hove who 
are reaponnible fov tha design of Courts should always 
give t,br great& possible ntteution to tbc need for pro. 
viding proper nooonmmdation for t,be person who in 
most, &ally &em&d in t,he mat,ter being heard hy the 
court. 

” I t,hink Dunedin is t,o be congrat~ulated on thr im- 
provements t,hat lmve been wrought, hare; and it is 
pleasing t,o see such & large a~ttomlanee in the Court 
on t,he occasion of t,he official opening of the renewed 
Crmt.~~ 

After the Re-opening Ceremony. 

THE BAR DINNER. 
On the evening before the m-opening of the Law 

Courts, t,be well-known hospital+ of Uunedinit~es took 
Justioe, XT. Jo&ice McGregor, Mr. J~uatice Hemv, t,he 

the form of a Bar Dinner, t,o honour t,he Smv Societ.y’s 
Att,onley-GPnera,l: the Hon. J. lb. Marshall, 311r.~J. D. 

distinguished gueatc. 
Willis, S. M., and Mr. J. S. Wa.rrington, 6. M. 

The dinner was held in the Tudor Koom of the Sa,voy. 
During the course of complying with the toast list,, 

all 
It was a, most. happy gathering. The dinner itself was 

present were delighted with the topical dit,t,ies ren. 

an exoept~ionally choice one, which drew many apprec- 
dered, in their inimitable st,yle, by &ssrs. P. S. Andereorl 
md K. W. St,ewa~rt. 

‘~iative comments from the risit,ors. 

The President, of the Law Socict,y of Otago, 31~. J. R. 
Apologies wwe received from Sir Robert Kennedy, 

nf. Lemon, prenided. 
31~. S. T. Bavnot,t, Mr. A. G. Neill, Q.C., Mr. J. P. Ward, 

At, his t,able mre the Chief and Mr. C. S. Twnbull. 



‘I‘he t<,wt, ” The Hwrh,” wils ,noposed by Mr. J. M 
thibt dye &,e in a freorlom t,hnt wo oannot prize t~oo 

P&terson, vho bega” hy t,hnnking the distingnished 
I”“&. 1s that achieved hg t,he laws of t,he c&nt,ry ? 

risit,orn, who had come dou-n to this special oecxsio” 
I suggest not,. St, is the admiaistrat~ion of t,hese laws 

in the life of the I,aw Society of Otago. All Dnnedin that is the foundation of the democracy we enjoy. 

pwct~itionrrs were most indebt~od to them for spnrirrg 
Laws can be good OP bad. Tf they axe had> t,hen they 

v:~~luabl~ time to join Ihcm. Iilr. Paterson cnntinucd : 
ca,” be changed. &It, do you “ot, think t,hat the grea,t 
t~hina is t.he urav in which the law are administered ? 

” S always think t,hat r)“r Supreme Court building ia The administration of t,hem in the British Common- 
a lovely one in its ext,erior, but I a” afraid that we have we&h is a shining exmnple to the rest, of the world. 
allowed t,he old bnilding inside to deteriorate. Some one 
once sa,id we never see our onn honws growing shabby, 

” It, make8 one, at, times, qnit,e sick when one thinks 

because ,,‘e are used 1~0 t,hem. The same co”lrl xpply to 
of how lavs me ndminist,ered in &her countries. Just, 

our Suprane Conrt~. 
because we k”o?v these things are happening, we 
should pause a,“d think what, we are privileged t,o enjoy. 

“ But t,he place now in really very fiw irlside. WC 
now have good heat,ing, excellent light.i”g, good aconst,ics, 

A fewless and incorrupt,iblc administmtio” of t,he law 
is the foundation of ow liberties. 

and, we may eve” hope now t,hat t,he low-voiced M- 
t,he divorce pet,it,ioner in the box-may be able a,t 

“ I would look upo” it from the point of view of the 

bimes to be heard by t,he bench. 
oommon man-the man in t,he street,. He Inay> ana 
does, at, times, orit,icize bhe law Tha,t is a good thing. 

“ On occasions such as this, one’8 mind goes into He may t,hink the Judge or M&gist&e wrong, but) 
reverse, it1 retrospect to the days when the D”nedhl sft,er aI1 they are h,umnn. But never does he at:tribrrte 
Cowt n-as built--although I hate” to say that I us corruption, lack of learning, or part,ialit,y t,o t,he Judge. 
not, t,here t,lren. In those days, the work of the Bar ” The member8 of ow Judiciary have given up much 
was differat from t,o-day. i-ounger members of the t,” become such. 
profession can hwdly realize the difference in the pro- 

To f”rt,her the democratic wa,ys of 

vision of a, new style of reference books for t,heir “se. 
ow life, t,heg have t,o spend laborioos days and nights.” 

Heave” knows t,hcy need t,hat, provision, for things of The t,oast “The Bench ” was most enthusiast~ioallg 

that’ kind are R necessity in 1%~ t,o&y. ho”“llrca. 

“ Just before World War I, there were fern law digests 
OP ;mnotntio”s volumes such ns are known to-day. 
When the first, digest, was isswsd, it, seemed, on to-day’s 
st~nndards, a pat,het,ic effort. To-day, of course, 
everything is t,ab”lat,ed and armnged a,nd brought up to 
date with those familiar stiokr slips, so tha,t eve” a 1%~~ 
clerk can get on to the track of his subiect. 

THE Cmm Jnswx. 

The Rt. Ho”. t,he Chief Justice, who wns received 
with acclamation, replied. He said : 

“My t,ask of responding to your toast has been 
made much easier beoaase it was proposed by my old 
friend. J. 111. Paterson. Years have not, robbed him 

“ In the old da,ys when one had to rely on memory, in the least of his felicity of expression or charm of 

the preparntion of 11” nrgnment, wts to some exterlt, manner. I do wish t,o tell you on my own behalf 
+“nr+.,,i+m,~ and on behalf of my brethren 011 the Bench, how much ,.,..,” . . . . . 

“ The other day J \vas looking at, t,he All h%&& 
we appreciate yoir invitation bo be here to-night. 

Lao Report.?. It seems junt yesterday since t,hese 
w,h en I see tha,t ye” have invited here a Full Conrt, 

rep&s started, hut to-day there are <ift,y volumes. 
supported by two Magistrates, one of whom is very 

I thought, of the leaning Rnd industry t,hat is co”. 
solid support [referring to Mr J. G. Warri”gto”, SM.], 

t,ained in t,hese volumes. 
I realize that o”r thanks shonld be the greater if for no 

A remnrkable thing about “ther reason than that yo” have had to &ccepb the 
t,hem--rind t,his refer8 also to our lvew Zen&d Lncv 
Reports-is their beautiful English. I ar” sure t,hat, 

financial responsibility of having so many ’ deadheads ’ 

the beat JWish heard to-day falls fro”1 the lips of 
present. Your treaswer is no doubt glad that, to “se 

English and Kew Zeala,nd Jndgea. It is rernarka,ble, 
a phrase not ““familier to Chancery lawyers, the clsss 

too, t,o see how modern their English is. 
of beneficiaries is closed. 

They do “ot 
Upon f”rt,her consider&on, 

allow t,heir lnnguage, and t,hat, of the Law Courts, to 
I am “ot so sure that it is closed. I imagine that the 

become achnic: 
Hon. the I\ttomey-General may also be inoluded in the 
list, of ‘ deadheads. 

” Fifty volumes of reports in u very large nomber. 
I MM reitding recently a judgment, of the Court of .4ppenl 

“ It is a privilege to &tend a Bar dinner here, and I 

in England. Three eminent, Judges t,ook thirty pages 
much weloome it, for it emphasizes the one”en8 of the 

bo give t,heir judgments. Whe” I read t,he judgment, of 
t,asks we are all engaged in. The Bench and the Bar 

t’he fir&_ I was q”it,e ~“re ; when I came to t.he second, 
are two organs of the judicial system. The Bar, I 

I was not ; and, at t,he t,hird, I wais quite ““certain. 
feel, is the more important organ. Cases are not 
decided by lvhat is said at bhe Bar so much as by what 

“Mr. Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, that great 
American Judge, confessed t,hat he wrote all his judg- 
men& stranding up. When his legs began to tire, he 
t,ho”ght his judgnwrt wa,s long enough. He \wm o,,e 
of the most revered and populnr Judges in t,he United 
St,at,es of America. I hew t,hat ~1 new perma~nent~ 
Court of Appeal may be set “p in New Zealand. ~I 
wonder if four pieces of f”rnit,ure similar t,o t,ha,t, nr*ed 
by Oliver Wendell Holmes--a high-legged desk--will 
be inst,alled for the “SE of the appellate Judges ? 

is done before counsel dons his robes. 

is The administ,ratinn of jnsbice depends largely o” 
the uare and skill bestou,ed by solicitors and counsel on 
t,he preparation of cases and t,he sifting of evidence 
a,nd argument, so that t,he real poi”t,s in isstle are properly 
presented. I think it can txwlv be said that’ t’he pro- 
fession in Obago recognizes the “import,a”oe of its work 
in t,his connection, Judges here have always been 
gratly helped and a,ided by a competent Bar. The 
high &ndards which have been established in the 
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Charities and Charitable Institutions 
HOSPITALS - HOMES - ETC. 

l’ht allenlion UJ 8oLicilors, us Ezecutma am1 Ads,Gms, is dirrctei to the cl&w&r OJ Ike institvhna in this isme: 

BOY SCOWS 500 CHILDREN ARE CATERED FOR 

m THE HOMES OF THB 

There are 22,000 Boy Scouts in Sew 
Zealand. The training kdoates truthful- PRESBYTERIANS SOCIAL SERVICE 
ne88, habits of observation, obedience, self- 
reliance, resourcefulness, loy&y to Queen 

ASSOCIATIONS 
and Country, thoughtfulness for others. There is no better w&y for people 

It teaches them services useful to the to perpetuate their memory than by 
publio,~ hendiicrafts useful to themselves, and helping Orphaned Children. 
promotes their phyaica,l, mental and npiritual 
development, and builds up strong, good $500 endows a Cot 
character. in perpetuity. 

Solicitors are invited to ookumx~~ THIS 
uNm3Nownwnoxx &socraTIoN to clients. Offioisl Designation : 

A recent decision confirms the Aasocietion 
a8 B Legal Chsri ty. TEE PRESBYTERIAN SOCIAL SERVICE 

Official Designation : 
TRUST BOARD 

The Boy Soouts Association (New Zealand 
AUCKLAND, WELLINVOTON, cHmSTcHURcI1, 

Branch) Incorporated, 
TII+ARIJ, DUTNEUIN, INYERCAR~ILL. 

P.O. Box 1642. Each A.wxia8ion administere ita own Funds. 
Wellington, Cl. 

CHILDREN’S THE NEW ZEALAND 

HEALTH, CAMPS Red Cross Society (Inc.) 
A Recognized Social Service 

Dominion Headquarters 

61 DIXON STREET, WELLINGTON, 
t4.w Z.rland. 

A chain of Health Camps maintained by 
voluntary subscriptions h&s be& established “I GIVE AND BEQUEATH to the NEW 
throughout the Dominion to open the door- 
way of health and happiness kdelicak and 

ZEALAND RED CROSS SOCIETY (Inoor- 

understandard ohildr&. Many thousands of porated) for :-~ 

young Xew Zealanders have already benefited The General Purposes of the Society, 
by a stay in these Camps which are under the cum of C.. . (or description of 
medical and nursing supervision. The need 
is always present for oontinued support for 

property given) for which the receipt of the 

this service. We solicit the goodwill of the Secretary-General, Dominion Treasurer or 

legal profession in advising clients to assist other Dominidn Officer shall be a good 
by means of Legacies and Donations this discharge therefor to my trustee.” 
Dominion-wide movement for the better- 
ment of the Netion. 

N-2. FEDERATION OF HEALTH CAMPS, 
In Peace, War or National Emergency the Red Cross 
serves humanity irrespectiqe of class, colour or 

PRIVATE BAO, 
WELLINOTON. 

creed. 

CUBSI 1, Than. I WiBh to ,nel”de in my Will * 1.eacy IO, The Uritish P”d ~orcf*n Llit.,e soe*oty: 

MAKING 
Sc’I,C,TO8 : .* That% 80 excellent Idea. The BLbk Soriety lma at ,em, r”“r OhaRPw,istir. Of 80 ides, beqquert.” COENT: ” we,,, rllst ares they ? ” soLmT”R: ,‘It’$ purlmae ia dmnita 80.3 unch*~inr--lo eilC”latP IliP seripturre (rl,hO”f eu,e, rk”,P or CUrnDlP”l. 

A 
ItA reoord is mlBELOB-ainCe its inceptlo? ill IPW It h&S difzihuted Over RW miliion “o,“mca. 11% ICOpe is lar-reaohinp--it trmdmsta tee Word “t God io 820 ,...uBges Ita actiYftlo$ cm Ilever be .“pctil”DLLI- mau Will sIwoy$ me.3 tkw Blbk.” 

WILL 
CImAT ” YOU arpreaa my ‘iewo ex*Cflg. The saeiet). d.LLIII. * .Ybfanti.l legacy In *ddifi”,l to one’. reS”Lw CoIlldb”tlon.’ 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, N.Z. 
P.O. Box 939, Wellington, 6.1. 
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The CHURCH ARMY 
in New Zealand Society 

The Young Women’s Christian 
Association of the City of 
Wellington, (Incorporated). 

me Rc,i!ious. charilablc, old mducalionol I’ru8f.J dcu, 1908., 
* OUR ACTIVITIES: 

PteA&nl: 
‘THE M09T REV. R. a. OW&.Y, D.U. (I) Resident Hostels for Girls and a Transient 

Prim& and *rchblahop of 
New Zrohad. 

Hostel for Women and Girls travelling. 

(2) Physical Education Classes, Sport Clubs, 
Headqrlnrters and Trnining College: 
90 Xichmond Road, Auckland, W.1. 

and Special Interest Groups. 

(3) Clubs where Girls obtain the fullest 

ACTIVITIES. appreciation of the joys of frlendship and 

hwoh Evangelists trained. Mission Sisters and Evangel. SeNIce. 
i’dfare Work in Military and ists provided. 
Mipistry of Works Ce*mps. Paroehid Missions oonduoted 

Pc~‘~re~)t$s?!~: md QwJified Social Workers pro 
* OUR AIM as an Undenominationallnter- 

> 
Wgious Instruction given w~~~&o,, t,re kIaori. 

national Fellowship is to foster the Christ- 

in Schools. 
ian attitude to all aspects of life. 

hurch Literature printed Prison Work. 
and distributed. Orphanages staffed * OUR NEEDS: 

EGAOIES for Speeinl or Genere, Purposes may be safely 
entrusted to- 

Our present building is so inadequate as 
to hamper the development of our work. 

THE CHURCH ARMY. WE NE~EDf50,WO before the proposed 
‘ORM OF BEQUEST. New Building can be commenced. 

nencrrd SwrelaFy* 
Y.W.C.A., 
5. Bndcort Street, 
Il’cuing‘on. 

A worthy bequest for 

YOUTH WORK . . . 

Founded in 1883-h first Youth Movement founded. 

Is International and Interdenominational. 

The NINE YEAR PLAN for Boys . . . 
912 lo the Jooiora--The Life Boy& 

la-18 In the Seoion--The Boys’ Brlgsde. 

A character boildiog movement. 
hem, to offer tbae feeilities to new area8 but thin 
em, ody be dona .w funds become svtilable. A bqueat 
to the Y.X.C.A. will help to provide service for the you& 
of the Dominion and abould be made to :- 
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past must never be allowed to fall. The Otago Bar 
has been a good Bar, and I am confident it, will oon. 
t,inue to be such. 

“ To-night I feel very much in the posit,ion of the 
prodigal son. I hsve returned to my f&her’s house ; 
the fatted ca,lf has been killed ; and it, haa been aocom. 
panied by excellent accessories. The resultant, feeling 
of goodwill prompts me to indulge in persoual reminis- 
cences which I hope rna,y be forgiven. If  I au guilty 
of constant, ‘1 remembers,’ I trust you mill realize 
that, t,his function ie for me in the nat,ure of B reuuion 
after tweuty.five years of absence. 

in that office, a,nd it is a nratter of great regret that 
I am not able to-night, to meet him a&n and talk over 
the old times we $ent, together in “Ee capacity or the 
other. 

“ I once had the pleawre bf beiug s member of t,hc 
Balmacewen Golf Club, and ahared with Jack Callan, 
of affectionate memory, t,he distinct,ion of being the 
club’s worst golfer. The time came, however, when 
I felt that his golf was even below mv poor standard; 
a,nd he agree<1 that I uws justified i;l finding n ncv 
pertner for my Ratunlay afternoon’s gane. 

“ My mind goes baok to nmny frieuda I had in the 
legal profession here in Dunedin. First and fore- 
most w-as AIf. Ha,nlon, K.C. When 1 we first admitted 
to t,he Bar, he attended and went, to t,he t,rouble of 
robing just bo see a young maiu admitted in “pen Court. 
After the ceremony, he took me round to the Law 
Courts Hot,el for a drink t,o put, t,he seal on my becoming 
one of the profession. It was a gesture which might, 
well be followed by other senior counsel toxwds newly- 
admit,ted barristers. 

“ I ren~entber the lata John Lag. He was my 
lecturer in Constitut,ionsl Law, and the only t,eacher I 
e~~e-er hsd who was a really inspiring teacher. Ho W&S 
also a profound lawyer, and I shall alnxga think of him 
with affection and respect. 

“ That very aft,ecuoon, I \YRS required t,o att,cnd sn 
inquest at Port Chalmers on the death of a seaman. 
In the Court,room, with James Bartholomew ou the 
Bench, Alf. Hanlon, who was my opponent, did all 
he could to nssist, me iu my unaccustomed task. I 
have never forgotten his kindness, aud I hope I ma) 
have repaid tha,t kindness in t,he ouly way in which 
he would have wished me t,o repay it, namely by showing 
a like consideration towards younger men v%en I meet 
them. 

“ There was alao Dougha Ramsay, my former partner, 
whose recent death was a sad blow t,o me. He w&s a 
wise and kindly man and knew & great deal about 
the lam. I would like to pay a feeling tribute to his 
memory. He ~88 iudeed my guide aud meutnr in the 
l&7?.. 

” Bnd I 8hould surely s*y something of t,he late 
Sir William Rim He could be hard un the laxyer 
who had not prepared his case thoroughly : but he was 
an exceedingly oapabte Judge, and he kept up and built 
up the standzwds of the Bah who pract,ised before him. 
Off t’he Bench, he was most kindly and charming. In 
one of my early oases, I had the temerit,y to take uuc 
of his decisions t,” the Court of Appeal. It was my 
Etist, appeaxarance in that Court, and my appeal was 
allowed. It was t,ypical of %. Just~ice Sin1 that he 
should thereupon invite me t,” dinner at the Femhill 
Club. When I arrived I found bhat Mr. Justice St,ringer 
was another guest. My host, iubroduced me to him 
as ” the young m&n who has just put me right iu t,he 
Court, of Appeal.” It was certainly a kiudly may of 
sett,ing at his care a youthful barrister who was feeling 
uot, a little overcome by t,he august assemblage in 
which he found himself. 

ii I remember the Hon. Johu MacGregor a,nd his 
violent dislike of telephones. If  he wanted to discues 
&ny matter with me, he would aend a retainer to sek 
me to be so good as t,o step around to his office. 811011 
an invitation brboked no refusal. His venerable age 
and his status in the community made any request 
from him the equivalent, of a Royal command. 

“ I regret that I do uot see present at this gathering 
B. S. Irwin who has. I understand, complet,ed more 
tha,n ha,lf a century as a legal prectit,i”ner. I \vas 
once engaged in an actiou against Irwin, Irwin, aud Irwin. 
It was au action brought agaiust three incorporated 
societies or clubs. Irwin was the president of each, 
and his name appeared as the first, of the representative 
officials of t,he three bodies joined in t,he action as de- 
fendants. It was a, tribute to the public service he 
rendered to a number of sport,ing organizations in 
this city. 

” I could go ou almost indefinitely in plearaut recollec- 
tions of my experiences in Dunedin, but they are utterly 
irrelevant to t,he duty I am on my feet t,o perform- 
t,he duty of replyiug to t,he toast you have 8” kindly 
honoured. For this I mu& crave your indulgence. 
I would do well t,o returu t,o my allotted task and say 
on behalf of all members of t,he Bench, and especially 
of t’hoso who are here presents, that we tlmnk you 
cordially for a most enjogsble dinner and a most excel- 
lent, feast of entertainments. I thank you: Mr. Patersou, 
for your speech in proposiug t,hb toast, and all of you 
for the manner in which you received it. I would 
do well alao at, this stage if I uttered those words which 
so commended t,hemselves to Mr. Paterson, and said 
‘ There is n&ing t:hat I call usefully add.’ ” 

THE GUEYTY. 

“ I rould pay a tribute t,o the memory of Saul 
Solomon, K.C. I remember an important, case in 
which he led me, and in which he quite properly left me 
all t,he work to do. But he supplied the st’rategy for 
the case. Aud what a strategist he ws ! I must 
confess I learut a lot of strategy from him. I much 
regret that Dave, his son, is no longer wit,h us. I 
knew him as B territorial officer, ae a lawyer vho took 
life asily but with infect’ing charm, a,nd later, in the 
War in the Pacific, as my Deputy Judge Advocate 
General. He did a surprising amount, of good work 

3Ir. F. &I. Hanan, hl proposing t,he toast,, if Our 
Gu&s,” said : “ We have natura.lly a special welcome 
for t,he Rt. Hon. t,he Chief Just,&, a graduate of our 
University and a former colleague of ours, who is now 
adorning his high office with much distinction. His 
present success and achievement,s are a source of pride 
and iudeed sat,isfact,ion to us all here this evening, and3 
paxticularly, to Mr. J. C. B,obertsou and myself who 
were hia juuior clerks in tile 1930’s. For. a8 has been 
authoriMively observed, ‘ Environments ‘is 5 potent 
factor in mouldin,: huma,n character.’ Consequently, 
we respectfully clam1 to share in Sir Harold’s present 
achievements. 

“ We also \rould like to e&y how pleased end honoured 
we are to have with us our Attorney.Genera,l, who is 
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doing such fine work for In\\- reform i~nd ad!ninistrati”u 
ill his responsible office. 

bwn t,he proud and hopeful owna of a f”unrlat,ion-stone 

“ \rc know that, hc has rnally Parliamentar,v rlut,ies 

since 1.938, is not likelv t,,, get a now Court for nxny 
Yea”a. So I suppose dinner 1s off in Christchurch 

to perform at the llrrsont time. To h&W COlllC here 
just, nox must have canaed him considerable incon- 

“ The Chief Justice asks ’ What a,bout, Wellingt~on ! ’ 
W’all, t,he prospect,s of nnotber rlinncr might, have some 

” At lea&, while hc is here, ho could t,&e the oppor- 
Cc I am glad t,o know that t,bc task of rejuvenating 

the Dunedin Courta is complet,ed. 
tlulit,+: of seeing for himnelf what is no\,- known t Iwongh. 

The building it- 

ant t,hc Ihnlilkioll r2s The Judges’ hot sr.at.’ 
self i8 as aonnd and solid BS Danedin itself, but 1 oppose 

lJor t,11e 
time lxinp t,trin ie rux~pierl 1)~ t,he H,m. .\lr. Jurticr 

even the most ~conaervat,ive would agree that sooner or 

Nwrr?;. \Te ho110 t,hat he will renmio here for wmc 
later tho time must come when the rarpet, which Sir 

t,imc yet. Ilut arv cqccting t,o hear any day that, he 
Joshua Williatne une(l must be replax and the chair 
rtpou which Sir Robert &at xa,t at t,he Bar must bc- 

has b”Cll ek!<!t~rwr,ted ’ 11,~ t,hc I’owca authritirs come an occupational risk. When t,hat time came, 
in Wellington. t,he Minister of Works itnd the Minister of ,Jnstice wonkl 

“ I would a~lvo like to extend to our old young friaal- do something a,bout it. Well t,he time has come: and 
or. perhaps, 1 should say, >-oung old friencllh[r. Justice Dunedin iu nom start,ing on t,he cycle again. hded, 
BlcGrcgor, B very \v&rm velcome. His stat- T\-it,2, “8 bet& than hcfore : the advances of science and 
was far tou rihoti: but, in lcaving w ho left b;hind him technology have been called in to provide hot air in 
not only the record of a wise> impartial. and erudite wint,er and cool air in summer, and lrss noise all round. 
Judge, but ~1s” tho memorv of R kindly axI lovable 
gentleman which endeared him to all. 

All these measures would have met with the approval 
of those earlier occupant,s of the Cwrta. I am Icss 

“ To our other guesta this evenhlg I s-onld alao like c:ortain of their approval of pale pink pest,4 paint and 

to express our pleasure in having t,hem with us. \VtT ot,her shades of green and yellow a,nd gre\-. 
I am allergic to pink, 

PerhapS 

trust, that they will have a very pleasant. evening iu our It will be interesting to see if 

mid&. Ko doubt, somt: of them nrav well be thinking the colour achrmc has any influence on the wntences 

that, nom that the Otag” Court buiiding has been im. imposed by the Bellch> or has any effect, on t,he forensic 

proved, remodelled, and reritalised, somet,hing may performances at the Bar. Hut, at least, it, will do no 

well be done in the a&me dir&ion with the Otago Bar. harm, and, at best,, it may temporarily brighten the 

My friend. Ur. Jeavom. has suggested t,hat perhaps outlook of the p,risoners in the dock. 

this time an applirat,i”n could be made to the Iicenaing ” I mado a quick inspect~iou of bhe Court, t,lris er-wing, 
Connniusion, rather than to the $Iinistry of Housing, and t,he general impression iu pleasing. 1 hope it will 
for permisaion to in&al a bw within t,he precincta of t,ho ?&row “11 Y?‘l. It, is important for the proper adminis- 
Court,, but I feel satisfied t.his cvcning that, 1 can leave tmtion of Justice t,hat t,he Law Cuwt,s 8bould be places 
those rcmodial mea~urex in your own goorl and efficient, which reflect the dignit,g of t,he law. It will ho; and haa 
handrr.” heal, our objective to achieve that,. WC lllust~ nut 

The .~tt,olllc~-(:eneral, the Hou. J. I<. JIsrshall, forget, however, tha,t the qualit,y of Instice does not 

in replying to the toast, sitid he was sure tha,t he could depend on the place in which it, is administered It, 

safely &ssume that t,he ot,her guests shared his feelings depends on the spirit,, t,hc independence, the int,egrity, 

of plensurc and privilege in t,he, enjoyment of the La,\+- and the learning of t,he Judiciary, and the high standards 

Societv’s hospitalit,y, and wanted h&l to say on their and responsible conduct of the Ba,r.” 

behalf how greatly they apprecinto the Society’s kind. The Attorney-General theu bold t,wo stories to illustrate 
ne8s and the warmth of its mcmbcra’ welcome. The the point, that the integrity of the administration of jua. 
AttorneyGeneral continued : t,ice depends on the t,raditi”ns wc have inherited and the 

” I have alway had t:he idea, which I rlcl nut expect attitude of nlind of those in ehargc of administering it. 

to bc disputed here; thet, t,he profession ilr Uunedir~ 
l~Io collcluded : 

produces vary sound Inw~-crs. l’crhaps 1 got that, “ We axe fortunate in thiv count,ry t.hal t,he people 
idea because I hsd part of my edacatiou in tbir city. have confidence in the administration Ipf jnhticc by uur 
I’erhsps because the S:uott,ish charnct~er of this cit,y ChLrt,s. They feel t,hey mill get juvt,ice if t,hey do have 
produaes canniuesi? i~nd hardhea~dedness. But 1 t,hink t’” go tc Court,. It is to” much to expect tha,t roll 
it is more likely t,” arise from tradit,ions huilt up over plaintiffs ~1x1 all defenda,nts will think they hal>e received 
t,hc years Iby t,he Judges and Magist,rat,er; who have j u&ice when they lcavc. Some of my corresp”ndonts 
adnunist~ercd justice here, and l)y the profession n-h” even go to the length of asking t,hat the Government 
halt practiced before t,hem. \Vhcn one thinks of the shoukl intervene and see that t,hey get justice. But 
llanles of famorls men, Williams, Stout,, SinI, WcGre~or, just,& ia done. The man in t,hc public gallcry, the 
Adanu; Callan, and mally ot,hers, snd not forgettmg report,er at, t,he Press desk, counsel waiting for t,ho 
the preannt, Chief .Jnstice_ the list is imD”sing. It is next, case, will agree that just,& is done. 
bcc~usc of that tradition, because of &t &cord of 
distinyuinhed members of the profession, tha,t I count 
it, an added pririlcgc t,” be your guest to-night, al~l to 
vharr the hospit;llit~ of t,he Law Society of Otiag”. 

” I appreciate, too; thr ownsion for t,his gat,hering. 
‘The Government has just, npent EX,000 to make your 
Supreme Court, more hshitable. 
reason as any for n Bar dinner. 

That is as good B 
WC &R proposing to 

spend f1?00,000 in Auckhmd, a,nd I hope that your 
precedent, will not go rrnnot~iced 

ii On t,he ot,her hand, I recentlv had the temerity to 
decide and ~~rnunce that, Chhstchnrch, which has 

” It is inberest,iug to know, too, that 5 group of the 
great,est, experts on the Courts, t,he crimhml population, 
ns a whole, considers that it gets just,&. I haves now 
a, much closer contact with thex gentlemen who are 
from time to t,ime tenant,s of mine. Few coluplaiu 
about having to pay the rent,. 

“It is good that we are members of a profession 
which enjoys a responsible and honoured position in 
the communitu. And it is good for us, who are your 
guests, to enjby your hospitalit,y and good company. 
I t,hank you for t,he toast.” 

(cooncluded on p. z*o.t 
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IN YOUR ARMCHAIR-AND MINE. 
BY SOEIBLEX. 

Hats, Raised and Otherwise.-In his recent n”t,e in this 
column on t,he hatless w-ornan wit,ness, Soriblex voiced 
a povsihle difficult,p in Ibe selection of sta~mlanl female 
headgear for emergency u8e. Circumstance has nov 
provided at least, a ,atial a,nswer t,n t,he problem. It 
seems t,hat,, nt t,he re-opening of t,he Law Courts at 
Punedin, the back vow of the jury box was occupied by 
t,he wives of three of tbc J~udges. tlrr daughter of one of 
them, and the mive8 of the Ke,oist,rar and the ~Deput,y. 
Registrar of t,he Supreme Court. According to the 
Euenlng Star of July 29, the “ hat, parad” ” consisted 
of “ six chic models, the first two grey-one in pill-box 
shape, with upstanding “spray : and the ot,her B manipul- 
ated felt, model wit,11 foldad brim a,nd flya,ll-?\r-;Ly felt, wings 
on the side. The next xas two-tone, of navy and tea,1 
blue in pill-box shape morn forwnrd. Then mime R 
beret,.shape blark model> followxl by a. small hoad. 
hugging shape rrith a sideway line in black, and finall)~ 
B brimmed hut, of cbart,reuse I’, Indeed, the notes of 
this colourful assembly we~o quit,e striking. What with 
the scarlet judicial robes, the ornat,e t,rappiugs of t,he 
Mayor, and tho t,hrez-toned walls “ vit,h Got,hic arcb- 
shaped panela of material raemhling warm grey stone, 
wide whit,e panels of ixrory and smaller imet, panels in 
various shapes coloured deep cream, with pearl-shaded 
verticalfluoreseent light,s on the ivory panels “, even the 
Bench, with its old identit,y of rich wood, hxl 
an added sheen “, 

“ squired 
This last, a,llusion is tha,t of the news- 

pnper reporter who appears to have been affected by t,hc 
surfeit, of n”t,sbilities present,, and to have given full 
rein to the exnbera,nt, luxuriance of his descript,ive 
posers whioh include also a reference to the Police 
wpresent,ati,tires t,hcre, in “ their smsrt,ly-Glared blue 
uniforms wit,h gleaming but:tonil and royal blue t,ies “. 

~The Workman’s Assaults-The much-debated decis- 
ion of the Court, of Appeal in Pefter.sson v. Rmyal Ouk 
Hotel, Ltd., [194-8] S.Z.L.R. 136, ban again beer, t,he 
subject, of judicial crit,icism. It will be remembered 
that in this ease an angry and intoxicated customer, 
refused further drink by the barman, hurled the glass at 
him as be was in the process of making an undignified 
r&eat. The barman, t,empornrily losing control of 
himself, piokcd up the remains of the glass (which ha,d 
broken when it bit t,hc ha) snd hurled it, back, unfortun- 
ntel>r injuring the eye of another cu&omer in the process. 
The Court, held t,he employer liable upon the ground t,he 
personal resentmerlt of t,he barma~n made no differeucc, 
his act being nn un;lut,horized way of doing an nut~hor. 
ized act: namely, keeping order iu the bar. Under a,]- 
most ident~ioa,l fa&, tbr Appeal Comt of Ont,ari” in 
Criggs ~7’. &mth~side H&l, Ltd., and Gcwmn~, [194i] 
4 D.L.R. 49, and t,be High Court, of Aust,rslin in Ikatons 
~Pty., L.td. v. Flew, (1949) i9 C.L.R. 370, have lw%c11ed 
an oppo&e conclusion, as did Hilbery, J., in FVwr~n v. 
H&s, Ltd.; [I9481 2 All E.R. 935, where t,he eml,loyee 
of a garage att,acked a customer who had complained t,” 
the l’olice about the langua,ge used to him during a.n 
&ercat,ion over pew”1 coupons, In the latest case, 
Lane v. Axsocirrtrd cmw1.t ~~~~~flf~~~ct.urer,~, LM. (the 
full report of which ia not yet, anilable) t,xo factory 

,wo~kers quarrelled, one in exauperat~ion pushing the 
#her and causing him to fall and %ust,ain injuries from 
x&oh he died.~’ ‘The Court, (MeNair; J:) considered 
that’ anassault by one workman UpOn anot,her in a, fleet,. 
in,? moment of irrita,tion did not make the employer 

liable nlt,hoogh t,he t,respa,ss was commit~t~erl at, t,he tin” 
of employment,. (A similar view 1+x8 tnken by “u1 
Court: of Appeal in R&erford v. Elm&e’s Bay Hospital 
Honrd, [1949] N.Z.L.R~. 400.) McXTair, J., considered 
Pettws8an’s rake was the high-mat,er nmrk of the cases 
where an employer hnd been held vicariously responsible 
for an assuIt oommitted by B servant:. He agreed that 
the decision did not depart from t,he well-&ablished 
prinoiplel but, t,h”ughi hr would find difficult,y in rewh- 
ing t,he wame appr&iat,i”n of facts as “UP Court of Appeal 
had done. Indeed, it, appears illogical t,o contend tha,t 
a personal expression of revenge for &II insult, can he a 
may of keeping order, authorized or unnuthorized. The 
barman vho, out, of spleen, throws a, broken glass a,t a 
depwt,ing drunk appears, at, least, for t’he time being. to 
move “ut,side the sphere of employmcnt~ .?lt,ogether. 

Sir Walter Scott.--” A lawyer without hisiory or 1it.w. 
nt,ure is a, mechanic, a, mere working mason “, wrote Sir 
Wa,lter Scott. “If he possesses some knowledge of 
these he may venture to call himself an a~rehit~ect.” 
This remarkable and courageous Scotsman, whose books 
teem witlr discussions on legit subject,s and t,rial soenes, 
began his career RS a young lawyer, His interest in the 
publishing firm of Ballantynes involved him, on t,he 
failure of Hurst, and Robinson in London in 1826, in 
liabilities of f130,OOO which Scott set to work to repay 
and in the end repaid t,o t,he last penny. A writer in the 
Lcw Times mentions tha,t after he had paid $40,000 
t,hrough his imperishable romances into a t.rust, set op 
to a,dminister his affairs, his oredit,ors returned t,o him 
his library at Abbotsford in recognition of his supreme 
efforts. This was in 1830, the year he resigned as Clerk 
of Court, on pension to undertake t,he Hercnlea~n t,nsk of 
discharging the balance of his huge debt. 
later he waz dead. 

Tvo years 

Slipped Bibs.-“ Cheerful Yesterdays bv the late Mr. 
Just,& Alpers. w&ten “o his deat,h-bed; I’s not only the 
best nut,obiography t:hia count,ry has produced, but,, in 
it,s observntion, humour, and st,yle, it, t,akes high rank in 
any country.” These words of Alan Mulgan, the \veU- 
known New Zealand aut,h”r and critic, writt,en in 1943, 
have lost, none of their original force. Scriblex was 
reminded of them by some amusing referenoes by A. J. 
H. .Jesrons in G speech at the Ot,ago Bar Dinner on t,he 
re.“pening of t,he La,m Courts, to B passuge he had had 
wit,& Mr. Justice Nort,h at, t,he Sessions. ” At’ t,he end 
of a hiring argument,, which obviously had no appal 
for the Judge, I aa,id sometlling, quite unintentionally, 
which nevertheless hnd t,he undeniable appearance of 
impudence. The reaction was swift, nod ominous. 
The Judge leaned forward, his eyes became very hard i 
and he said : ‘ Tf you arc not, careful. Mr. Jeavons, in a 
moment you will not be SBCII, let alone heard.’ This 
was followed by a gh&ly silence while I pondered on 
what, one did next. The” he relaed and sat, back, with 
his “ye8 twinkling, and said, ’ Pour bib’s undone ! ’ 
&4nd so it was, In the excitement of battle, the tapes 
had come undone and gra~dually it had slipped around 
unt,il inst,ead of being ar~oond my neok it 1\-r1,s draped 
across my stomach like n bookie’s wa,t:ch-chain.” 
Alpers, J.> would ha,ve enjoyed this incident,, and found 
room for it, in hi8 chapter on slovenly Court attire which 
a, number bf barrist.ers might’ with .tivant.nge peruse 
from t.ime t,” t~ime. 
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THE BAR DINNER, DUNEDIN. 
(vmcludcdfrom p, Z.38.) 

The final toast n-as ” Fiat, Justi&” and it xv-an pro- 
powxl by Mr. A J. H. Jeavons, w-ho: in the COIII‘X of a 
wi’ibty speech, said that he would have glwlly yielded to 
the t,empt,&tion of denying himself the pleasure of this 
toast. In fact he doubted whether he should have 
come t,o the fwxtion a,t all, having only a month or so 
ago attended the Law Students’ Ball and there found out 
the painful way t,hat,, along vit,h their legal learning, 
t,he st,udents had been absorbing some of the less admir- 
able social achievement,s of t,he medieval Borg&. [The 
reference w&s t,o t,he food-poisoning rhich many of the 
guests suffer&] He cont,inued : 

“In any case I look on the tosst with disfavour. 
First,, becauw it, is expressed in Latin. During my 
days on the J2arv Council, S was one who enthusiastioal1.y 
lent, my support t,o t,he remora1 of Latin from the lav 
course, thereby in part being instrumental in breaking 
up an enduring and 10~1~ friendship between ~ome 
law st,udents and their Classics professors. 

“ As one of those, it is not, very appropri& to ask 
me to propose the toast t,o t,he Latin exhortation ‘ Pint 
Jllslitia.’ Furthermore, if justice is the law, which 
I doubt, then 1 seem to remember the book of juris. 
prudence drew a dist,inction whioh has also been com- 
mented on although in somewhat coarser terms by home 
of my unsuccessful crimina~l client,a in considering what, 
had just been handed out to them. And if justice is 
t,he law, then I am about the most ill-qualified person 
in the room to deal with the matter. Although I 
have rubbed shoulders wit,h it for many pears, very 
little has adhered. 

“ Xot that that is attachable to my mentors of my 
student days. I KR~ failed hy the best lecturers, a 
number of rhom are close by me no))‘. The most 
distinguished is the Rt. Han the Chief Justice atthe head 
t’able, who, in one of his earlier oral judgments, found 
that my co-delinquents and myself W’DPe menaces to the 
public, and sentence w&8 passed accordingly. Hon- 
ever, t,he fact t,hat I am here to-night, proves that he 
has a kind heart,. Hc not only relented, hut took me 
to dimer later as well. 

“AnoUler was the late Mr. Justice Callan, whom w-e 
would a,11 like t,o see here to-night,. We all remember his 
mixture of humorous whimsicadit?; alt,ernating wit,h 
aan appearance of profound solennuty that once caused 
the late Bill Ward in hiu dry way to remark that if he 
\ras half RS clever as he looked, he would be burnt as 

a witch. His lectures were full of amusing in&z- 
vnnoies. 

“ However, to get back t,o ‘ Justice ’ and t,he t,oast. 
There are c&nin omissions in the repairs carried out 
in the Courts. First, I think t,heg might, well have 
removed t,he blindfold lady in the Grecian garments 
above the main door, and put up something more in 
keeping with the times and modern trends. I would 
suggest Saint Sam, the King with t,wn thrones. Of 
course he would be represented as a robot indi&ing 
the progress towwds automatic justice, holding a 
money-hag to indicate the inoreasing importance of the 
Justice Department as a flourishing branch of the 
Revenue Department’, and, of course, surmounted by 
a policeman’s helmet symbolizing the mystic union of 
two great Departmenta of Stat,c. At least it would 
be a proper tribute to Mr. Barn&t and would serve to 
remind us of him, as it looks a,s if he may well spend 
the rest of his life overseas 

“The other improvements 1 suggest concerns the 
omission to supply a stickier and less repellent seat for 
the occupant of the Supreme Court, bench, in the hope 
t,hat we might persuade some occupant to remain a 
lit,t.le longer than we have been wccessful in the past. 

is As the toast stands it, is a pr&ty abst,ract thing, 
although, as a slogan, of coume, it is very accommodat- 
ing and has something for a,ll. I draw your attention to 
the secondary meaning of the word ’ done,’ which is the 
opposit,e of its primary mea,ning of being aocomplished. 
So each of us, depending on the state of his brief, can 
go to Court shouting wit,h fervonr and hope, ‘Let 
Justice be done--Fiat Just,it’ia.’ 

“ Nevertheless we might do better justice to it if we 
could approach it in a more abstrect wa,y. It occurs to 
me t,hat all of us here in some wa,y represent and serve 
justice. The grave and reverend seigneurs at the top 
table moat, certainly do. Nr. Attorney represents Jus- 
tice and the State. And if you want something with a 
more lit,erery flavour you have (glancing in the direction 
of Mr. J. G. W&ngton, S.&L) the Shakespearean 
just,ioe, justice ‘in full round belly with good capon 
lined.’ 

“ Even the rest of IX at the lamer tables, in % more 
humble way, are the serv‘y&nts of Justice, and for some of 
us it is 8 good thing that the lady is blindfolded. SO I 
t,hink that we might well make the t,oa,st ’ To Justice 
and ourselves.’ 

” I judge from the fact that no name appears on the 
toast list opposite the word reply in reference to this 
toast that, there is no appearance on behalf of the de- 
fendant, so we may do it, by default I’. 

THE COCKTAIL PARTY. 
The m-opening of the Law Court.6 in Dunedin on July 

29, w&s celebrated by a cocktail party which was held 
in the two Magistmtes’ Courts resplendent in their re- 
habilitation and refurnishing &a part, of t,he general 
renovation of the Law Courts buildings. 

The gu&s were receired by the President of the Law 
Society of Otago, Nr. J. R,. 31. Lemon snd Mrs. Lemon, 
and by the Registrar of the Supreme Court, Mr. C. 
Mason, and Mrs. Mason. 

~The principal go&s were the Rt. Hon. The Chief 
Justice aald La,dy Rarrowclough, Mr. Justice McGregor 
n,nd Mm. McGregor, Mr. Justice Henry, Mrs. Henry and 

t,heir son and dauehter. &8 well a8 the Attornev.General, 
the ‘Hon. J. R. Marsh&l. 

The gathering w&s attended by the local practitioners 
and t,heir wives and daughters, the Court officials, and 
the headls of the local branches of Government, Depart- 
ments. 

The p&y was a most enjoyable one, and it was per- 
vaded by that cordial spirit which is typical of all social 
gatherings of the Dunedin Bar, of which those who have 
enjoyed their friendliness and hospitality on the oooasion 
of the Legal Conferences in Dunedin will have happy 
memories. 


